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““There is nothing more difficult to There is nothing more difficult to 

carry out, nor more doubtful of carry out, nor more doubtful of 

success, nor more dangerous to success, nor more dangerous to 

handle, than to initiate a new order of handle, than to initiate a new order of 

thingsthings””

-- NiccoloNiccolo Machiavelli (1469Machiavelli (1469--1532)1532)



““First they laugh at you, then they First they laugh at you, then they 

ignore you, then they fight you, ignore you, then they fight you, 

then you winthen you win””

-- Mahatma Gandhi (1869Mahatma Gandhi (1869--1948)1948)



GovernanceGovernance

�� Governance is the new buzzword in the Governance is the new buzzword in the 
development discourse development discourse 

�� Public sector management, transparency, Public sector management, transparency, 
legal framework, accountability and legal framework, accountability and 
information as the key components of information as the key components of 
governance governance 

�� Selflessness, integrity, objectivity, Selflessness, integrity, objectivity, 
accountability, openness, honesty, accountability, openness, honesty, 
leadership (Standards in Public Life)leadership (Standards in Public Life)



Some key questionsSome key questions

�� What are the uses/resources?What are the uses/resources?

–– RationaeRationae materiaemateriae

�� Who has access to them?Who has access to them?

–– RationaeRationae personaepersonae

�� Where/when are they exploited?Where/when are they exploited?

–– RationaeRationae lociloci

�� How to distribute them in an equitable manner?How to distribute them in an equitable manner?

–– Ex Ex equoequo et bonoet bono



Uses and Resources of the SeaUses and Resources of the Sea

�� Shipping and Shipping and 

NavigationNavigation

�� Resources: Living and Resources: Living and 

NonNon--livingliving

�� Waste DisposalWaste Disposal

�� Strategic UsesStrategic Uses

�� Leisure and TourismLeisure and Tourism

�� Pipelines and CablesPipelines and Cables

�� Marine Scientific Marine Scientific 
ResearchResearch

�� BiodiversityBiodiversity

�� ConservationConservation

�� Habitat ManagementHabitat Management

�� Climate ControlClimate Control

�� Illegal usesIllegal uses

�� Education and Education and 
awarenessawareness



Further boost to the interestFurther boost to the interest

�� SocioSocio--economic necessityeconomic necessity

–– RotiRoti, , kapdakapda auraur makanmakan

�� Political and cultural aspirationsPolitical and cultural aspirations

–– PostPost--war Neowar Neo--independent countriesindependent countries

�� Scientific discovery and technological possibilityScientific discovery and technological possibility

–– Knowledge, exploitability and usabilityKnowledge, exploitability and usability

�� WideWide--eyed science fictioneyed science fiction

–– Writings of popular science, imaginationWritings of popular science, imagination

�� (Pragmatism)(Pragmatism)

–– Rachel CarsonRachel Carson



Problems (opportunities?)Problems (opportunities?)

�� Pressures on resourcesPressures on resources

�� PeoplePeople’’s aspirationss aspirations

�� Population and demographic patternsPopulation and demographic patterns

�� Powers: interest groupsPowers: interest groups

�� Political perceptionsPolitical perceptions

�� Poverty and prosperity: causalPoverty and prosperity: causal

�� Pollution: inevitable consequencePollution: inevitable consequence

�� Press: mediaPress: media

�� Progress?Progress?



““The global ocean is our great The global ocean is our great 

laboratory for the making of a new laboratory for the making of a new 

international order, based on new international order, based on new 

forms of international forms of international cooperation cooperation 

and and organisationorganisation, on a new economic , on a new economic 

theory, on a new philosophytheory, on a new philosophy””

Elisabeth Mann Elisabeth Mann BorgeseBorgese (1918(1918--2002)2002)



Ocean GovernanceOcean Governance

�� 1494 1494 –– Treaty of Treaty of TordesilasTordesilas (Zaragoza)(Zaragoza)

�� 1609 1609 –– Mare Mare LiberumLiberum v v Mare Mare ClausumClausum

�� 1945 1945 –– Truman Proclamation 2667Truman Proclamation 2667

�� 1958 1958 –– Geneva Conventions (UNCLOS I)Geneva Conventions (UNCLOS I)

–– Territorial Sea and Contiguous ZonesTerritorial Sea and Contiguous Zones

–– Continental ShelfContinental Shelf

–– High SeasHigh Seas

–– Fishing and ConservationFishing and Conservation



Ocean GovernanceOcean Governance

�� 1967 1967 –– ArvidArvid PardoPardo of Maltaof Malta

�� 1967 1967 –– UN Seabed CommitteeUN Seabed Committee

�� 1973 1973 –– UNCLOS III commencesUNCLOS III commences

�� 1982 1982 –– UNCLOS III concludedUNCLOS III concluded

�� 1994 1994 –– Enters in ForceEnters in Force

�� 1997 1997 –– Ratified by the UKRatified by the UK

CLCS, ISBA, ITLOS, ITLOSCLCS, ISBA, ITLOS, ITLOS--TF TF 



Marine EnvironmentMarine Environment

�� Civil Liability Convention (Torrey Canyon)Civil Liability Convention (Torrey Canyon)

�� London (Dumping) ConventionLondon (Dumping) Convention

�� Intervention Convention (Amoco Cadiz)Intervention Convention (Amoco Cadiz)

�� OPPRC Convention (Exxon Valdez)OPPRC Convention (Exxon Valdez)

�� Washington Global Washington Global ProgrammeProgramme of Actionof Action

�� Fund ConventionFund Convention

�� Oslo, Paris and OSPAROslo, Paris and OSPAR

�� UNEPUNEP’’ss Regional Seas Regional Seas ProgrammeProgramme



Marine ResourcesMarine Resources

�� HMS/SS ConventionHMS/SS Convention

�� Agreement Relating to Part XIAgreement Relating to Part XI

�� ICESICES

�� RFMOsRFMOs

�� IUU FishingIUU Fishing

�� CCAMLR and CRAMRACCAMLR and CRAMRA

�� The ArcticThe Arctic



Principles  Principles  Jus Jus CogensCogens

�� Common concernCommon concern

�� Sustainable developmentSustainable development

�� Precautionary polluter pays principlePrecautionary polluter pays principle

�� SelfSelf--regulationregulation

�� Biodiversity conservationBiodiversity conservation

�� Intergenerational equityIntergenerational equity

�� Integration and consensusIntegration and consensus

An overarching ecosystems approachAn overarching ecosystems approach



ImpetusImpetus

Environment in Environment in aa SLUDGESLUDGE

�� SlightlySlightly

�� LessLess

�� UnsustainableUnsustainable

�� Development Development of theof the

�� GlobalGlobal

�� EnvironmentEnvironment



UNCLOS and UNCEDUNCLOS and UNCED

�� ““Two mighty rivers that will change the Two mighty rivers that will change the 

future of global governancefuture of global governance”” (not just ocean (not just ocean 

or environmental governance)or environmental governance)

�� Two successive Secretary Generals of the Two successive Secretary Generals of the 

UN, Boutros UN, Boutros BoutrosBoutros GhaliGhali and Kofi Annan and Kofi Annan 

have alluded to this in their valedictionshave alluded to this in their valedictions

�� Their predecessor Javier Perez de Their predecessor Javier Perez de CuellerCueller

was personally credited with bringing the was personally credited with bringing the 

UNCLOS back on course.UNCLOS back on course.



Hopeful/Useful DevelopmentsHopeful/Useful Developments

�� UNCLOS and UNCEDUNCLOS and UNCED

�� UNICPOLOSUNICPOLOS

�� Global ForumGlobal Forum

�� EU Maritime PolicyEU Maritime Policy

�� EU Common Fisheries PolicyEU Common Fisheries Policy

�� UK Marine and Coastal Access BillUK Marine and Coastal Access Bill

�� MPAsMPAs within and outside Areas of NJ within and outside Areas of NJ 



My Approach: The Seven PillarsMy Approach: The Seven Pillars

�� Science and Technology of ResourcesScience and Technology of Resources

�� Geopolitical Economy of ResourcesGeopolitical Economy of Resources

�� Institutions and OrganisationsInstitutions and Organisations

�� Legislation and ImplementationLegislation and Implementation

�� Role of Civil SocietyRole of Civil Society

�� Financial InitiativesFinancial Initiatives

�� Education and AwarenessEducation and Awareness



My InvolvementMy Involvement
�� International Law Association (ILA) International International Law Association (ILA) International 
Committee on International Law for Committee on International Law for SustainanbleSustainanble
Development Development 

�� UK All Party Parliamentary Group (AAPG) on UK All Party Parliamentary Group (AAPG) on 
Marine and Coastal IssuesMarine and Coastal Issues

�� International Centre for the Exploration of the Seas International Centre for the Exploration of the Seas 
(ICES) Working Group on Integrated Coastal Zone (ICES) Working Group on Integrated Coastal Zone 
ManagementManagement

�� Oslo and Paris Commission (OSPAR) Working Oslo and Paris Commission (OSPAR) Working 
Group on Deep Sea Marine Protected AreasGroup on Deep Sea Marine Protected Areas

�� Society for Underwater Technology (SUT) Society for Underwater Technology (SUT) 
Committee on Ocean ResourcesCommittee on Ocean Resources



My involvementMy involvement

�� The work of a range of organisations, local The work of a range of organisations, local 

to global, in the area of ocean governanceto global, in the area of ocean governance

�� Contribution to discussions on the UK Contribution to discussions on the UK 

Marine Bill and EU Maritime PolicyMarine Bill and EU Maritime Policy

�� Promoting ocean governance through Promoting ocean governance through 

speaking engagementsspeaking engagements

�� A range of Stakeholder Dialogues on marine A range of Stakeholder Dialogues on marine 

and coastal issuesand coastal issues



Major StakeholdersMajor Stakeholders

�� Women; Children and youth; indigenous Women; Children and youth; indigenous 

people; NGOs; Local authorities; Trade people; NGOs; Local authorities; Trade 

unions; Business and industry; Science and unions; Business and industry; Science and 

technology; Farmers technology; Farmers 

AGENDA 21AGENDA 21



PragmatismPragmatism

““It is not the end of the problem but the It is not the end of the problem but the 

solution must start somewheresolution must start somewhere””

BP Advertisement on CNNBP Advertisement on CNN



““We donWe don’’t see change when it t see change when it 

is happening; we see it only is happening; we see it only 

after it has happenedafter it has happened””

Bertrand Russell (1872Bertrand Russell (1872--1970)1970)



Thank you for listening!Thank you for listening!
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