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Welcome to the Autumn 2008
edition of Clyde Breakers! It has
been a busy time for the marine
and coastal environment since our
last edition of Clyde Breakers. We
have seen the launch of the
consultation on Scotland’s first
Marine Bill; the publication of a
number of new leaflets focussing on
the Clyde including the Forum’s
own ‘Enjoy Wildlife on the Clyde
Estuary’ leaflet produced in
partnership with the RSPB; our
Kintyre Marine Awareness weekend
in Campbeltown, and; our Ayr
Scottish Marine Bill Event which
brought Scottish Government
officials to the Clyde to tell us
about the forthcoming Marine Bill
and to hear our local views.
We are particularly delighted that
Scotland’s first community marine
reserve in part of Lamlash Bay on the
Isle of Arran has been given the go-ahead
by Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs
and the Environment Richard Lochhead.
The Forum’s involvement with the
Lamlash Bay Working Group does not
stop here and we look forward to
further work with our partners on this
unique project.
Organisation for our 2008 Annual
Conference on climate change is well
underway and we hope to see many of
you there. Thanks to Glasgow City
Council the conference will again be held
in the spectacular Banqueting Hall of the
Glasgow City Chambers, and due to its
popularity last year we will again be
running an accompanying exhibition for
businesses, community groups and
organisations to showcase their work.
Do get in touch if you would like to
exhibit at this year’s event.
Finally, don’t forget to keep an eye on
our website where we will continue to
keep you informed of discussions,
consultations and local news from
around the Firth.
Best wishes,
Isabel Glasgow
Firth of Clyde Forum Chair, and
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Enjoy Wildlife on the Clyde Estuary

Grey seal © SNH

Goldeneye © M Langman (rspb-images.com)

The Clyde Estuary is wonderfully
rich in natural history and is home
to many different species of wildlife.
For a long time the Clyde was
associated with shipbuilding and for
more than 200 years was a busy
shipping lane that carried grain,
cattle, timber, coal, salt and tobacco
to and from industrial Glasgow.
However, with the decline of heavy
industry and increased
environmental measures, water
quality has improved and wildlife is
now thriving.
To promote the wildlife of the Clyde
Estuary, illustrate what you might see and
when you might see it, as well as to
highlight the threats facing the Clyde and
its wildlife, the Forum in partnership with
RSPB produced the ‘Enjoy Wildlife on the
Clyde Estuary’ leaflet.
Look out for our new leaflets in tourist
information centres and at display stands
around the Estuary. Alternatively contact
us at the Forum on
clyde@clydeforum.org or 0141 951 0820
for a copy to be posted out to you.

Greenshank © M Langman (rspb-images.com)

The Clyde Estuary
An estuary is defined as the stretch of
water where sea water mixes with, and is
diluted by, freshwater supplied by land
run-off. Within the Firth of Clyde there
are five defined estuaries including the
Garnock/Irvine Estuary, the Ayr Estuary,
the Girvan Estuary and the Stinchar
Estuary as well as the Clyde Estuary.The
Clyde Estuary extends 42 km westward
from the Tidal Weir in the centre of
Glasgow to an administrative boundary
between Barons Point and Cloch Point.
This large area of almost 90 km2 ?
includes the Gare Loch.
The Clyde Estuary is a complex
hydrodynamic area where freshwater
from the River Clyde and its tributaries
mixes with seawater from the Firth of
Clyde.
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Firth of Clyde Forum Events and News
The Forum Celebrates Scotland’s Seas

Beach cleaning © Claire Pescod
Beach cleaning © Claire Pescod

In a year described as ‘a Celebration of Scotland’s Seas’
and with a high level of political focus on the marine
environment, the Forum has continued to promote the
Firth of Clyde and Scotland’s marine and coastal
environment through its ever popular Information
Events.
In March the Forum joined up with the Argyll and Bute Beach
Forum, with support from Highlands and Islands Enterprise, to
hold a Marine Awareness Weekend in Kintyre. The weekend
included a full programme of events with some very interesting
presentations on aquaculture, life under the sea and the largest
sand dune complex in mainland Argyll at Machrihanish, given at
the Campbeltown Heritage
Centre. Running alongside
the presentations were
‘make your own sea
creature’ workshops and an
exhibition of materials from
marine and natural heritage
organisations.
Campbeltown Lifeboat
Station opened its doors
and tours of the
Campbeltown Lifeboat
were available.

Sea creature © Claire Pescod

Day two of the event kicked
off with a beach clean at
Westport Beach. With an

excellent turn out
of around 40 keen
volunteers and the
Coastguard for
transporting
collected rubbish, a
large amount of
black bags were
filled ready to be
disposed of
properly by the
Council. After a
break for lunch the A closer look at the Research Lab © Claire Pescod
Machrihanish
Research laboratory opened its doors with a tour of the
facilities and a chance to feed the many fish kept at the lab.
Later in the year the Forum held another Information Event,
this time in Ayr on the Ayrshire coast. The event gave an
opportunity to discuss and hear about the upcoming Scottish
Marine Bill and input ideas and views to the consultation. More
information on the Marine Bill consultation can be found
further on in this edition of Clyde Breakers.
Further information on the Argyll and Bute Beach Forum can
be found at www.grab.org.uk/beachforum.htm or by contacting
Aisa Nebrada on Aisa.Nebreda@argyll-bute.gov.uk.
For more information on the RNLI or any Lifeboat Station
around the Firth go to www.rnli.org.uk or visit your local
Lifeboat Station.
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Scotland’s First Community Marine Reserve given the go-ahead!

The Holy Isle in Lamlash Bay © Claire Pescod

Star fish and anemones © SNH

Scotland’s First Community Marine Reserve has been
given the go-ahead by Cabinet Secretary for Rural
Affairs and the Environment Richard Lochhead.The
Order for the reserve was laid before the Scottish
Parliament on the 19th September and came into
force on Saturday 20th September.
The Forum is delighted that the Community Marine
Reserve, which has the backing of both
environmentalists and the fishing industry, has been
established and looks forward to seeing the benefits it
will bring to the local community, the fishing industry
and the marine environment.
The reserve in part of Lamlash Bay on the Isle of Arran will see
the waters become a protected area, helping to conserve an
important marine habitat. It is also anticipated that as a result
scallop beds in adjacent areas will become more productive,
benefiting local fishermen.
This unique project shows what can be achieved when different
interests put their heads together and find common, mutually
beneficial ground. The project, the first of its kind in Scotland,
will be watched closely by the Scottish Government to see
what lessons can be learned for the future.
Howard Wood, Chairman of the Community of Arran Seabed
Trust (COAST), said: “COAST and our many supporters on
Arran and beyond are very excited by what we see as a new
beginning for conservation in Lamlash Bay. After many years we
at last have our Marine Reserve.We are now looking forward
to the benefits it will bring and to working with a range of
people over the months and years ahead. “
Kenneth McNab, Chairman of the Clyde Fishermen’s
Association, said: “The Clyde Fishermen’s Association is
supportive of the efforts being made in Lamlash Bay.We believe
that it is important to take responsibility for our seas and the
resources they represent.We also believe that there is a need

John Dory © COAST

to continue towards a better understanding of the importance
of our marine environment.”
Isabel Glasgow, Chair of the Firth of Clyde Forum, said: “I am
very pleased that the efforts made by the Lamlash Bay Working
Group have resulted in success. I am convinced that the marine
reserve will bring benefits both to fishing and to the marine
environment. I look forward to those benefits being realised
with the ongoing support of the Firth of Clyde Forum.”
Ian Jardine, Chief Executive of Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH),
said: “We very much welcome this news and applaud the effort
put in by COAST and the Clyde Fishermen’s Association.
Working together we have found a way to balance conservation
of the bay’s marine life with fishing. From now on our role will
be to monitor sea life in the bay, along with the Fisheries
Research Services. In the long term we hope this project will
raise awareness of Scotland’s magnificent marine wildlife and
make a valuable contribution to the development of a
sustainable scallop fishing industry in the Clyde.”
All 675 responses to the Lamlash Bay consultation were
analysed and examined by Government. A summary of the
analysis of responses is available on the Scottish Government
website at www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/09/18104700.
Call the Freephone number 0800 77 1234 to help you find out
where your nearest public internet access point is.
To view The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition on Fishing) (Lamlash
Bay) (Scotland) Order 2008 on the Office of Public Sector
Information website go to
www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2008/ssi_20080317_en_1
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Education Focus
Clyde in the Classroom
Since 2001 25% of all primary
schools within the River Clyde
catchment, that's 6614 children
mainly from primary school but
also from six special needs schools
and four secondaries, have
participated in the Clyde River
Foundation's (CRF's) 'Clyde in the
Classroom' project. Here Dr
Willie Yeomans from the
Foundation talks about the CRF
and this very successful project.
The statistics tell the story.The Clyde,
at 106 miles, is the third longest river
in Scotland, and its catchment contains
in excess of 40% of the country’s
human population. Glasgow, the largest
city in Scotland with a population of
some 588 000, sits squarely at the head
of tide.The Clyde catchment is largely
covered by eight local authorities and
contains 599 primary schools.We are
extremely proud of the fact that 252
Salmon © SNH
classes from 196 different schools have
participated in Clyde in the
Classroom/Fish go to School since 2001. Clyde in the
Classroom is also now responsible for about 3% of all of the
schoolchildren visiting the Glasgow Science Centre annually.
The most telling figure, however, is that we have put live brown
trout into more than 7% of all primary schools in Scotland.
Where do you start?
The east end (or indeed any end) of Glasgow is perhaps not
the typical stamping ground of a fishery scientist.There’s little
surface water in the area, other than the lower reaches of the
River Clyde, which although recovering from decades of serious
pollution and disturbance, remains largely ignored by most city
dwellers.The question facing a freshwater biologist working for
a scientific and educational charity in the east end is “Where do
you start?” How do you engage with the community in an area
where burns have disappeared under tarmac and concrete, and
where the main river is daunting and tens of meters wide?
Well, thanks to the pioneering work of the redoubtable Alistair
Stephen at the then West Galloway Fisheries Trust (WGFT),
now the Galloway Fisheries Trust, and the efforts of our former
project officer John Bray, the Clyde River Foundation inherited
an ideal tool.The project is, like all the best ideas, devastatingly
simple; introduce children to freshwater ecology and fisheries
science by using the salmonid life–cycle as a teaching tool.The
intrinsically interesting nature of the project, coupled with the
first hand experience of wild animals, has made it a huge
success across Scotland and elsewhere. In the central belt of
Scotland, we have taken a biological process that very few
people have witnessed in the wild (hatching and emergence of
trout fry) into classrooms in ten local authority areas to date.
One recurring experience is that, wherever the children
originate, urban or rural, large or small school, affluent or less
well-off areas, they all approach the project in exactly the same

fashion, with tangible
enthusiasm and a will to
succeed.
The concept for Clyde
in the Classroom was
developed in the USA,
and was imported,
ruggedized, and
developed into an
award-winning project
by the WGFT in the
early 1990s.Variations
on the theme are now
up and running across
the UK, usually called
something along the
lines of “Salmon in the
Classroom”, “Trout in
the Classroom” or (our
out-of-Clyde project)
“Fish go to School”.The
origin of the name
“Clyde in the
Classroom” predates
me but I rather like it,
although a former Chairman of the CRF voiced misgivings
about its appropriateness given the frequency of flooding in
some areas of our catchment! We liked the name so much that
we trademarked it in 2003, to prevent confusion with
potentially similar projects in our catchment.
The project aim
The aim of Clyde in the Classroom is straightforward; we seek
to inform and educate children about the importance of aquatic
ecosystems, using the life cycle of the brown/sea trout as a
particular theme.We provide a self-contained, well-focused,
hands-on biological case study, complete with supporting
documentation and regular interaction between primary school
children and working scientists.We want to leave the children
with a lasting memory of the importance of ecology, and maybe
encourage them to look at their local rivers and burns as more
than just a repository for litter. Our unique selling point when
compared to other organizations undertaking similar projects is
that we undertake the enterprise on a grand scale. In a typical
year, around 45 schools will be accommodated in the
programme (we started with five in 2001) garnering first hand
experience of trout development and ecology for some 1300
children. Due to an exceptional effort, 2007 was not a typical
year, and we found ourselves juggling 88 classes from 81 schools
across the Central Belt of Scotland.
Our principal partners are Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH),
which has provided significant funding annually from the
inception of the project, the Scottish Executive, which has also
provided significant funding, and the Glasgow Science Centre
(GSC), which provides an excellent, subsidised venue for the
launch days as well as considerable staff assistance. In a nutshell,
SNH and the Scottish Executive financially support a wellestablished environmental education project and the GSC is

7

excellent at handling large crowds of small people.
Running the project
We launch the project every year in the third week of January,
with several days of events at the Glasgow Science Centre.The
excellent facilities at the GSC allow us an economy of scale –
we can handle maybe 12 classes simultaneously, which is
extremely efficient in manpower terms. During interactive
lectures we tell the children about the history of the River
Clyde and its fisheries, then introduce them to the concepts of
predation and aquatic food webs, water quality and river
pollution, habitat requirements and the introduction of alien
species to aquatic ecosystems.The relative aridity of these
subjects to the average 10 year old is leavened greatly by a
great deal of shouting, hand waving and brain teasing.

© Clyde River Foundation

The introductory lecture over, the real focus of the project is
then demonstrated to the children and their teachers. In a
more intimate setting than the lecture theatre, the children are
given a presentation on the environmental requirements of
trout eggs, alevins (tiny fish carrying a sac of egg yolk as a food
supply) and fry (food, shelter, low temperature and high oxygen
levels feature prominently!) They are then shown a simple
classroom hatchery with some trout eggs and newly hatched
alevins. Sight of the animals generates a real buzz from the
children, and we have found during other events that the
presence of a tank of mixed fish from the river can create a
honey pot to encourage children and adults to engage with our
organisation. By any means necessary…

trout – the cooling system comprises small soft drinks bottles
filled with ice which the children change two or three times per
day (and record the temperature of the tanks simultaneously).
There are technologically more advanced coolers out there but
they can turn the hatchery into something of an aquarium, and
we feel that our hands-on approach is better.This is the point
where the children tend to take the project by the scruff of the
neck, and the various “uses” for Clyde in the Classroom
become apparent – enterprise project, arithmetic lesson,
biology lesson, history lesson – depending upon the
predilection of the class teacher. From the educationalists point
of view, the biggest attraction seems to be that the project fits
into the appropriate curriculum; it doesn’t appear like a bolt-on
or a requirement for extra work or resources.
We leave the aquarium running for one week before we
introduce 250 eggs (this figure for no other reason than our
supplier has an egg counting device with 250 dimples in it!) This
period allows the children to become familiar with the hatchery
and confident in its operation. For the following six or seven
weeks, a member of CRF staff or a trained volunteer will visit
the school weekly to ensure that all is well, to give the children
the opportunity to ask questions and solve problems, and to
support the class teacher, many of whom are initially
apprehensive about the thing generating a dull noise in the
corner of their classroom. Universally, we watch the confidence
of both class and teacher growing as the eggs develop and
hatch.
The eggs
The eggs themselves, we purchase from a commercial fish farm.
We buy brown trout eggs from a well-established supplier
because we can be absolutely sure of obtaining the number of
eggs we require, at the stage of development we require (eyedova), at the time we require them.The eggs are in the
hatcheries for 5-7 weeks, depending upon how cool the
children can keep the hatcheries.When the alevins reach the
swim-up or first-feeding stage (i.e. when they would be leaving

A hatchery in the classroom
We then inform the children that we will be installing a
hatchery in their classroom the following week. Experience has
shown that the most efficient method of getting the project
started in school is to talk to the children and staff as the
hatchery is being set up, then provide precise instruction on
how to look after the system.The hatchery is resolutely lowtech, comprising a couple of small aquaria, an air pump, a small
water filter, some pebbles and two pieces of pipe.The hook to
engage the children is the means of keeping it habitable for
Research: Fish counting by snorkelling © Colin Bean
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Education Focus

the gravel in nature) we complete the project by walking the
children to their nearest safe surface water and releasing the
fish. Each child is given a sandwich bag with a few of “their” fish
and achieves closure by hand releasing the fish into their local
river or burn.We think this is a most powerful experience –
survival rates to release can be very high, and we have had
many requests to leave the bags with the children as souvenirs.
We complete the project by asking every participating school

Research:Watching fish spawn in situ with mini ROV © Colin Bean

to complete a detailed feedback form. Feedback has been
overwhelmingly positive since 2001, which suggests the project
fulfils its objectives fully. Interestingly, we have encountered no
decrease in demand for the project since 2001 – it seems to
have a long shelf life.
What about the trout?
As for the trout, Clyde in the Classroom is very firmly an
education project; we make no pretence of it being a stocking
exercise. Malcolm Elliot’s work has shown that the natural
wastage of trout at this stage is very high in the wild. Matchmismatch compounds that by lowering opportunities for
successful recruitment in trout looking for a first meal in March
in central Scotland. Ecologically, we feel that the small numbers
of fish likely to survive will have a negligible effect on any native
fish populations in the stocked watercourses.
CRF is a small operation – it employs five fulltime scientists
(who do their own administration) and is based in grace-andfavour accommodation at the University of Glasgow; we could
not possibly work on this scale without considerable assistance.
Firstly, funding is provided for Caroline McGillivray, our

Education Outreach Officer by Scottish Natural Heritage
(SNH), the Ernest Cook Trust and a large number of other
generous donors (see www.clyderiverfoundation.org).
Clyde in the Classroom has several collateral benefits for our
small charity. Firstly, it allows working scientists to interact with
children old enough to understand what we’re trying to
illustrate but young enough to retain their innate curiosity and
wonder. The current level of dislocation between young people
and the natural world is
worrying, and we hope Clyde
in the Classroom goes a little
way to putting practical
science into their particular
orbits; it certainly allows our
message to reach areas
where perhaps our scientific
work wouldn’t take it.
One of the strengths of the
CRF is that freshwater
biology and fisheries science
on the Clyde are its whole
business and have been for
the past five years; unlike, say,
governmental organisations,
which may have competing
priorities, or consultancies,
which tend to work on
short-term studies, then
move on. Although we are
permanently under the cosh
for funding and the time
constraints generated by
finding funded work, the river
is the customer, and our
activities are entirely geared
toward protecting, improving
and communicating our understanding of the resource.
In summary, we have much to be grateful for, and much to be
proud of.We inherited a great educational idea, and were able
to make it work to the benefit of our establishment and
freshwater conservation in general.The project itself isn’t about
the Clyde River Foundation, of course. If we can engage
sufficiently to leave the odd memory with the younger
members of our communities, especially where the rivers are
large or underground, then we’ll have achieved what we set out
to do in 2001. Our ultimate measure of success will be when
the first undergraduate at the University can tell us about Clyde
in their Classroom; we reckon that could happen within the
next couple of years.
For more information on the Clyde River Foundation visit
www.clyderiverfoundation.org
For further information on the history of the ‘Salmon in the
Classroom’ project with Galloway Fisheries Trust visit
www.snh.org.uk/salmonintheclassroom/index.shtml
Dr Willie Yeomans can be contacted on
wyeom001@udcf.gla.ac.uk
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The Clyde as a Classroom
The regeneration of the River Clyde
is helping turn the river into a
unique education resource and
classroom for thousands of pupils
under a new project launched by
Clyde Waterfront, the strategic
partnership responsible for
coordinating and promoting the
£5.6 billion revival of the river.
The Clyde Waterfront Curriculum
Resources for Schools project involves a
new website offering teachers specially
prepared lesson plans linked to aspects
of the river’s development and
complemented by the opportunity to
bring it all to life with a Classroom on
the Clyde boat trip on board a floating
classroom,The Kenilworth.
A bank of 200 lesson plans written by
local teachers for Clyde Waterfront
linked to the eight curricular areas and
themed around 12 aspects of activity
relevant to the regeneration of the river
has been developed for teachers to use.

The SECC and the Clydeport Crane by night © John Eddie Donnelly

This is the first time a national
regeneration project has been used to
create a comprehensive teaching
resource linked to the Scottish
Government’s Enterprise in Education
programme in which business and
education work together to give children
and young people positive attitudes to
work and life.
The River Clyde is synonymous with
shipbuilding, and historically is renowned
as the world’s greatest engineering
power house. This innovative project is
offering young people the opportunity to
learn in a truly exciting and engaging way,
linking what they hear in the classroom
to life beyond school and encouraging
them to become enterprising citizens.
Hosting the launch event Councillor
Steven Purcell, Chair of the Clyde
Waterfront Strategic Partnership Board
and Leader of Glasgow City Council,
said: “The project brings the river to life
as a source of knowledge and learning in
a way never before undertaken. It adds a

Glasgow Harbour Development © Glasgow City Council

new dimension to the river’s value. The
River Clyde is more than a powerful
economic asset. It flows through the
centre of our communities helping shape
our history, culture and most importantly
our future. Communities are at the heart
of the river’s regeneration and our young
people are their future.This project will
help ensure a new generation is
knowledgeable of the changes taking
place and is aware of the important role

of the river in providing a sustainable
environment, job opportunities, and
leisure activities.”
The Clyde Waterfront Curriculum
Resources for Schools can be found on
the Clyde Waterfront Education website
at
www.clydewaterfront.com/educationhom
e.aspx
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BBC box leaves Greenock
The BBC is charting the growth in world trade with a specially
marked cargo container,The Box, which will criss-cross the
globe over the next year. BBC News is following The Box
around world to tell the story of globalisation and world
economy. The Box received its first cargo of Scotch whisky in
mid September and was placed on a container ship at the port
of Greenock bound for China via Southampton.
A satellite tracking unit is being used to plot the container’s
route on a live updating map which can be viewed on the BBC
website. The website even shows you how to build your own
Box, courtesy of Box fan and card model designer David
Hathaway.
To keep track of The Box, for more information on
globalisation and for instructions on how to build your own
Box go to:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/business/2008/the_box/defa
ult.stm

Jet-ski racing © Claire Pescod

Glasgow River Festival 2008
Thousands of people spent the weekend in July on the
banks of the Clyde at the fifth annual Glasgow River
Festival.

Container ship © Claire Pescod

Seaplane © Claire Pescod

The free event was situated in and around the SECC, Glasgow
Science Centre and the Tall Ship Glenlee and featured a packed
program including jet-ski acrobatic displays, beach volleyball and
the landing of the seaplane in front of the Science Centre.The
Forum had a well placed stand alongside the Marine
Conservation Society and next to the beach volleyball pitch.
The Forum’s new ‘Enjoy Wildlife on the Clyde Estuary’ leaflet
was extremely popular and the ‘colour a sea creature’ table was
a great success with children and parents. Thanks to everyone
who visited us and took away leaflets or just came in for a chat,
we hope to see you again next year.
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Sail Clyde launches in Largs
Sail Clyde is an industry body
formed to boost the growth
of the recreational boating
industry in the Clyde, and it
launched its new strategy
document at Largs in late
August, assisted by Stuart
McMillan, Regional MSP for
the West of Scotland.
Recreational boating and marine
tourism bring a benefit of at least
£250m annually to the Scottish
economy, with the Clyde
contributing some £80m per
annum. Over 2,500 people are
employed in the Clyde area alone.
This industry has grown steadily
over the past couple of decades,
but lack of berthing space and ‘sail
to’ facilities, together with a
shortage of skilled labour, are
constraining present and future
growth. Sail Clyde’s steering group
is made up of key public sector
and industry representatives.

Sailing on the Clyde © Mike Balmforth

Sail Clyde’s business development strategy is intended to
catalyse expansion of the marine leisure industry. Its target is
to double the number of yachts and motor cruisers on the
Clyde from 5,000 to 10,000 in the next decade, and to
significantly increase marine tourism and marine business of all
kinds. Given the steady growth over the last decade, this is
certainly possible, but only in a favourable business
environment. Such growth will attract more sailing tourists and
resident vessels, both of which have the potential to bring
substantial revenue.
The strategy will concentrate on marketing the Clyde as a
place to do business, helping to capture national and
international events, fostering business innovation, reviving the
skills training needed for an expanding industry, and developing
new as well as preserving existing infrastructure, like pontoons,
piers and jetties. Further information on Sail Clyde is available
from Annemarie Burns, Scottish Enterprise on 01563 545018.

Stuart McMillan,West of Scotland Regional MSP, Carolyn Elder, President Ayrshire
Chamber of Commerce, and Mike Balmforth, Chairman Sail Clyde, launch the strategy
document for business development in the Firth of Clyde
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Recreation Focus
A call on owners to
teach dogs new
tricks
An awareness campaign aimed at
dog walkers saw ‘smelly sheep’
planted around Edinburgh’s
Holyrood Park at the campaign
launch. Scottish Natural Heritage
(SNH) is calling on dog owners to
help promote the spirit of the
Scottish Outdoor Access Code
when they take their animals
walking in the countryside.
The campaign launched in June by
Environment Minister Michael Russell
aims to persuade hundreds of thousands
of dog owners across Scotland to ensure
they observe the Scottish Outdoor
Access Code guidelines for responsible
behaviour when they take their dogs into
rural areas.
For the campaign launch the ‘smelly
sheep’ models were impregnated with a
scent that attracts dogs in the way a real
sheep would. Suzanne Downey from
SNH explained that ‘smelly sheep’ were
used to grab the attention of dog owners
whilst they were out with their dogs so
that members of the SNH campaign
didn’t miss the opportunity to speak to
dog owners. The models were designed
to attract the dogs and highlight to
owners the dangers of not having your
dogs under close control in rural areas.
Dog’s going crazy for the scent of a
poster was a new and very effective way
to catch owners’ attention.

Environment Minister Michael Russell at the campaign launch with greyhounds and a 'smelly sheep' © SNH

disturb wildlife and alarm other people.
SNH is asking dog owners to think in
advance about the impact their dog
might have on other users and wildlife
species and apply common sense in
controlling their pets in the countryside.
The Scottish Outdoor Access Code
requires owners to keep dogs under
proper control at all times. Dogs scare
and threaten many species of mammals
and birds - even at a distance - and
owners must use leads wherever there
are ground-nesting birds around.
For the campaign SNH developed three
amusing dog characters, Daftie, Loopy
and Dotty to appeal to all dog lovers to
get the message across in a fun and
entertaining way. It is hoped the campaign
reaches a mass audience in both rural
and urban areas with the very serious

The campaign, supported by the Scottish
Canine Consultative Council and the
Scottish Kennel Club, promotes the
message to owners ‘Your dog doesn’t
know any better. Make sure you do’.
The launch at Holyrood Park signalled
the start of a programme of events and
activities across the country to publicise
the Scottish Outdoor Access Code to
dog owners and promote best practice in
the outdoors.
The Scottish Outdoor Access Code
promotes dog walking for health and
quality of life, however dog owners need
to be aware of the special concerns of
other land users such as farmers, land
managers and recreational visitors. Poorly
controlled dogs can be disruptive,
destructive and harmful to farm animals,

messages of responsible behaviour,
consideration for nature and other users
as well as awareness of access legislation.
SNH has also published a new guidance
leaflet setting out the main
responsibilities for dog owners and
advice on control in everyday situations
in the countryside.
Since its launch he campaign has been
supported by outdoor advertising,
concourse posters in Glasgow
underground and nationwide leaflet
distribution at various tourist and public
locations.
Free supplies of literature and dog
bags are available from Suzanne
Downey, Strategy and
Communication Officer, Scottish
Natural Heritage on
Suzanne.downey@snh.gov.uk or
0141 951 0833.

Further information:

The Scottish Canine
Consultative Council:
Phone Roy Campbell on 0141
9426320 or email
james.barnes1@ntlworld.com

The Scottish Kennel Club:
www.scottishkennelclub.org or
email info@scottishkennelclub.org

Good dog! © Claire Pescod
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Recreation Focus
Ailsa Craig: Seabird City
The island of Ailsa Craig in the
Firth of Clyde lies nine miles
offshore and rises to 1,109 feet.The
island’s dramatic seacliffs are home
to the third largest gannetry in the
UK, comprising 36,000 pairs, with a
supporting cast of razorbills, black
guillemots, kittiwakes, an increasing
numbers of puffins and even an
occasional peregrine swooping past.
A new RSPB leaflet ‘Ailsa Craig nature
reserve: Seabird City’ provides
information on Ailsa Craig, one of the
RSPB’s nature reserves around the Firth,
and encourages people to visit
the island’s
fantastic
seabird
colonies.
The leaflet
describes
some of the
impressive bird
life you may
encounter and
explains why visitors
are encouraged to view
the island from a boat
rather than trying to land on
the island, as landing is both
difficult and dangerous.
Look out for this leaflet at tourist
information centres and other similar
display sites, or phone the regional RSPB
office on 0141 331 0993 to get your free
copy.

Look out for:
Gannet
Look for stunning gannets cruising
around at the base of the cliffs and
fishing out to sea by rising up into
the air before plunging in headfirst
with their wings closed.
Guillemot
Guillemots look
ungainly when
they
shuffle

around on their nesting ledges on
the cliffs, but underwater their
streamlined shape comes into its
own and they become agile and
manoeuvrable.

Ailsa Craig © Andy Hay (rspb-images.com)

Ailsa Craig is
best viewed
from the sea.
Tours around
the island run
from Girvan
and
Campbeltown
during the
summer and
are dependent
on calm sea
conditions.
Puffin © SNH

Kittiwake
In spring and early summer your ears
will be filled with the unmistakable
‘kitti-wake’ calls of this dainty gull.
Look along the cliffs to see them
packed onto their tiny nesting ledges
Puffin
Enjoy the comical antics of puffins in
spring and early summer.Watch
the adults returning from
fishing forays at sea with
sandeels hanging
from their
colourful beaks.

Razorbill
Very
similar to
guillemots,
razorbills spend
most of their lives at
sea in the Atlantic, only
coming to land to breed
between March and July.
For more information on Ailsa Craig
and its seasonal visitors go to
www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/a/ailsa
craig/index.asp
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The Crown Estate Purchase Rhu Marina

Tarbet harbour © Claire Pescod

Gannets © rspb-images.com

Earlier in the year one of Scotland’s
best known marinas was bought by
The Crown Estate in a deal worth
an initial £4 million.The acquisition
of the 175-berth marina with
related facilities on a 2.6 ha (6.5
acre) site on the Firth of Clyde
represents a major boost to the
growing marine leisure market in
Scotland.
Rhu marina is one of the best known
names in the marine leisure industry in
Scotland and The Crown Estate believe it
is fitting that this is their first purchase of
a Scottish marina. Rhu marina is in a
wonderful location as The Firth of Clyde
is recognised as one of the finest sailing
areas in the world.
The purchase of Rhu Marina is an
excellent opportunity for The Crown
Estate to invest in the growing marine
leisure industry in Scotland and is the
first of a number of investments they
hope to make as part of a new marine
investment strategy.
The marine leisure industry makes a
significant contribution to Scottish
tourism. It is estimated to be worth
almost £3 billion in the UK and is
growing in Scotland at a rate of more
than 10% a year.

Guillemot © rspb-images.com

The site purchased includes the
moorings, boat storage areas, marine
workshops and chandlery as well as the
RNLI station with slipway and HM
Coastguard.The marina is fully let in the

summer and the site is earmarked in the
local plan for development.
A master plan for the site, to include an
expanded marina and related business as
well as high quality apartments, is now
being drawn up for The Crown Estate by
well known Scottish architects, RMJM.
The new plans will see the number of
berths almost doubled and will include
increased car parking and a new
restaurant. Under the new arrangement,
the marina will be leased to Quay
Marinas who also lease Deganwy marina
in north Wales from The Crown Estate.
Tarbert Harbour
Around the Firth of Clyde,The Crown
Estate is also involved with improving and
developing Tarbert Harbour in Kintyre.
Working with the Board of Tarbert
Harbour Authority,The Crown Estate has
agreed to provide an initial £30,000
towards harbour improvements. The
joint venture has supported the village’s
efforts to provide improved facilities
during the Bell Lawrie Scottish Series
2008, Scotland’s most important annual
yachting event providing the only
international standard competition for
yachts in Scotland.
For more information on the work of
The Crown Estate visit their website at
www.thecrownestate.co.uk
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Recreation Focus
Are you a
responsible
camper?
Over the summer Scottish Natural
Heritage (SNH) promoted
responsible camping using two very
different campaign styles. Here
Eleanor MacGregor from SNH
explains the thinking behind the
campaigns.
We’ve probably all been camping at some
point in our lives and where better than
a place with the backdrop of the Firth of
Clyde coastline.The perfect camp spot
can differ from one person to the next.
One certainty is that Scotland’s access
legislation means everyone can go
camping, pretty much anywhere (with a
few reasonable exceptions) as long as it
is done responsibly.
Sadly over the last years a number of
high profile cases of antisocial and
careless behaviour at wild camping sites
have raised concerns after some
locations have been affected by
vandalism, out of control fires, rubbish,
abandoned equipment and pollution from
unburied human waste. SNH are now
taking action to help campers avoid
causing the impacts of human waste,
litter and damage to the environment.
Their call is especially targeted at casual
and occasional campers who pitch beside
accessible roads or lochs without
considering the good practice guidance
in the Scottish Outdoor Access Code.
Responsible wild camping can be a great
way of getting out into the countryside.
But while the majority of campers
observe the ‘leave no trace’ principles of
wild camping some inexperienced or
less thoughtful campers can be less
considerate. Access rights depend on
responsible behaviour, and it’s vital that
people think about the effects of their
actions on others and on the
environment.
The key things to remember are being
promoted through two styles of
campaign. Recreational managers are
asked to assess the audience they want
to influence and pick the most
appropriate campaign style to suit.
Choosing the style and correctly placing
it is very important in the process of
actually influencing behaviour.

The two styles include:
‘Be a responsible camper’ - aimed at
genuine light weight campers.
‘Don’t Mess with Nature’ - a slightly
harder hitting campaign launched to
appeal to less amenable audiences. It is a
more creative way than SNH would
normally use as it aims to attract the
attention of audiences congregating to
drink and party which are thought likely
to be causing most of the problems.
Sets of posters and swing tags are
available from SNH. For more
information visit www.outdooraccessscotland.com or contact Eleanor
MacGregor, SNH, on 01463 725000 or
Eleanor.macgregor@snh.gov.uk

Fishing Focus
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Giving Clyde fisheries a future: quality & sustainability are the key
non-live produce, effective icing helps maintain consistently
low temperature, which results in a high quality product
reaching the market. Surveys onboard some
vessels found that the temperature of catches
left without ice could rise quickly to levels
likely to dramatically reduce the quality of the
final product.
Guidelines for maintaining the quality of
catches have been agreed; such as how to
treat and store langoustine once caught, to
ensure that the best product gets to market.
Ways of reducing the environmental impacts
of the fisheries have also been explored and
guidelines on how this can best be achieved
are suggested.
The Review and Report indicate that a way
forward could be to market the “Clyde
Langoustine” as a high quality product sourced from a
sustainable fishery. Recognising this, a decision was taken to
submit both creel and trawl fisheries for assessment for
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certification.The Review
and Report will help meet some of the key criteria for
assessment.

Creel fishing © Scottish Creelers and Divers

In the Spring 2007 issue of Clyde Breakers we gave an
update on the Clyde Fisheries Development Project, a
project bringing together fishing and environmental
interests to ensure that a prosperous sustainable
industry will be handed on to future generations.
The project has recently launched a ‘Review and Report’ which
brings together new information on issues to address and
reduce the environmental impact of the Clyde fisheries with
existing data to map out a practical and sustainable way
forward for the fisheries and their management.
The Clyde Environment and Fisheries Review identifies some of
the key issues that need to be addressed for sustainable
management purposes and in doing so could pave the way for a
sustainable future for Clyde fisheries. The Review tracks the
history of the Clyde fisheries from their heyday of mixed white
fish fisheries alongside a vibrant herring fishery, to the present
situation in which the industry depends heavily on one species,
the Scottish Langoustine (Nephrops norwegicus, also known as
Dublin Bay prawn, scampi or Norway lobster).There are now
trawl and creel fisheries for langoustine and also some vessels
pursuing scallop and razor clam fisheries.

When launched, the report received a warm welcome from
fisheries’ groups in the Clyde which formed part of the
project responsible for publishing the Review and Report.
Kenneth MacNab, chairman of the Clyde Fishermen’s
Association said: “For the future of our fishing industry and
the communities which depend upon it as well as for the
health of the marine environment, it was essential that we
had an independent assessment that our fishery not only was
sustainable but was being pursued in an environmentally
appropriate way. This report not only achieves that but
provides excellent advice as to how we might improve our
performance.”
Hector Stewart, chairman of the Scottish Creelers and
Divers added: “We welcome the Review and Report,
hopefully they can help us with the future sustainable
management of the Clyde.”
A copy of the Review and Report can be found on the
University Marine Biological Station Millport website at
www.gla.ac.uk/Acad/Marine/CFDP/
The Clyde Fisheries
Development Group is made up
of the Clyde Fishermen’s
Association, Northern Ireland
Fishermen’s Federation, Scottish
Creelers and Divers, Food and
Drink Federation, Seafish
Industry Authority, University
Marine Biological Station
Millport, Scottish Natural
Heritage and WWF Scotland.

The Sustainable Supply Chain Project Report presents the
findings of a year long survey of the fleet. Information was
gathered on the vessels, their crews and gear as well as
assessment of catches and their temperature from capture to
arrival at the processor. Effective temperature control is one
of the key issues identified for maintaining a high quality
product whether targeting live langoustines or landing tails. For
Fish boxes © Claire Pescod
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National Marine and Coastal Updates
Scotland’s Seas: Towards Understanding their State
Knowledge about Scotland’s marine environment is
important as preparation is made for a Scottish Marine
Bill. In summer 2007, the Scottish Government asked
Fisheries Research Services (FRS), the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and Scottish
Natural Heritage (SNH) to start work on assessing the
state of Scotland’s seas.
The first ever report on the state of Scotland’s seas “Scotland’s
Seas:Towards Understanding their State” was launched in April
this year. This report paves the way for a more comprehensive
and detailed report on the state of the marine environment
“State of Scotland’s Seas” to be published in 2010, a
requirement of the recently completed EU Marine Strategy
Framework Directive.
The main findings of the report that outlines the cleanliness,
health and productivity of Scotland’s waters, are:
• Scotland’s seas are generally clean and safe, with a trend
towards reduction of most pollutants over the past 20 years
• The seas are generally healthy and biologically diverse, with
around 40,000 species of plants, animals and microbial forms
living in Scottish waters
• The seas are productive and generate around £2.2 billion of
marine-industry activity (excluding oil and gas activity) and
provide approximately 50,000 jobs in Scotland
At the launch of the report Richard Lochhead, Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment, commented
that Scotland is fortunate to have a unique marine environment
that everyone should be able to enjoy, and in order to protect
this resource it is imperative to establish a greater
understanding of the current state of the seas. He went on to
say that the Scotland’s Seas report is a great starting point and
provides a baseline against which to measure future progress.
This new report will help coordinate action for Scotland’s seas,
and help work towards ensuring the future long-term health of
Scottish seas, while maintaining the essential balance between
sustainable exploitation of marine resources and the protection
of wildlife and natural features.

Doggy paddle © Ian Boyter

A full copy of the report can be found on the Scottish
Government website at
www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Water/16440/SSTF
Alternatively contact Martyn Cox on
martyn.cox@scotland.gsi.gov.uk for a hard copy to be posted
out.
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A New Future for Scotland’s Seas
The consultation on a Marine Bill
for Scotland, which aims to provide
a new future for Scotland’s seas by
balancing conservation and
economic growth, was launched
during the summer by Richard
Lochhead the Cabinet Secretary for
Rural Affairs and the Environment.
Proposals in ‘Sustainable Seas For All - A
Consultation On Scotland’s First Marine
Bill’ include:
• Improved conservation to ensure a
healthy future for Scotland’s unique
marine wildlife, including
internationally important populations
of seabirds
• A new marine planning system and a
streamlined licensing system to
encourage economic investment in
areas such as renewable energy
• Measures to ensure a viable future for
Scotland’s traditional and new marine
industries
• The creation of Marine Scotland, a
new body combining the efforts of
existing bodies to act as a champion
for Scotland’s seas
At the consultation launch Environment
Secretary Richard Lochhead commented
that “in the 21st century we need to
ensure that there are arrangements in
place to provide a sustainable future for
the marine environment and the many
industries that depend on productive and
healthy seas.We need a new relationship
with the seas to safeguard this unique
and precious resource for future
generations.With increasing and
competing demands being made on our
seas it is time to modernise and
streamline the management of our
marine environment.”
Striking the right balance between the
long-term viability and growth of
industries and the enhanced protection
of the marine environment is at the heart
of the proposed Bill. Government also
continue to seek further devolution of
powers on marine planning and nature
conservation as they believe this will
ensure the Bill is as effective as possible.
In September the Clyde Forum held an
Information Event in Ayr in partnership

Loading logs in Campbeltown Harbour © Claire Pescod

with the Scottish Government and the
Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan and
Transportation Committee to bring the
Marine Bill consultation to the Clyde.
The event enabled delegates to hear
about the Bill and to input views and
ideas to the consultation. A report of

the Ayr event was written up and
submitted to Government to aid their
considerations.
The consultation period for Scotland’s
first Marine Bill is now underway and will
run until October 6 2008.

National Marine and Coastal Updates
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Further Protection for Ailsa Craig’s
Internationally Important Seabirds

Gannets on Ailsa Craig © Paul Jones

Ailsa Craig’s huge and colourful seabird colony could
be in line for additional protection if a number of
internationally important wildlife sites around
Scotland’s coast are extended out to sea.
Scotland’s long rugged coastline and myriad of offshore islands
are ideal for breeding seabirds.These colonies and the
surrounding seas are a vital natural heritage resource, which is
internationally recognised and globally unsurpassed. However
seabird populations around the country have been declining in
recent years, and this decline is thought to be the result of a
number of factors - food supply, pollution, development,
weather events such as severe storms and possibly even
climate change. Some of these factors require investigation
and action on a global scale but this has to be complemented
by national conservation action.
Therefore, between June and September 2008 Scottish Natural
Heritage (SNH), on behalf of the Scottish Government,
consulted on the proposal to extend 31 existing land-based
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) up to 4 km out to sea. The
proposal to extend these SPA sites will address local issues
that could have an impact on seabird colonies.

Situated in the outer part of the Firth of Clyde, Ailsa Craig is a
cone-shaped granitic island that provides nesting sites for a
range of seabird species, notably one of the largest gannet
colonies in the world. The island was classified as an SPA for its
seabird interests in 1990. The qualifying interests of the SPA are
Northern gannet and lesser black-backed gull, and the
assemblage of seabirds including common guillemot, herring gull
and kittiwake. In order to better recognise the ecological
requirements of some seabird species that make the site special,
it is proposed that the SPA is extended into the marine
environment. Due to the ecology of the Northern gannet a
2km marine extension to the SPA is proposed to support Ailsa
Craig’s important breeding seabird populations.
Who will be affected?
Within the proposed marine extension to the Ailsa Craig SPA
there is no indication that current fishing activities are any risk
to the birds or their habitats. Therefore there are no plans to
introduce restrictions to ongoing fisheries interests as a result
of the designation if the SPA is extended. Only if unanticipated
problems arise would any action be required to address these.
There will be no access restrictions into the marine area as a
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Puffin © SNH

An Ailsa Craig gannet colony © Paul Jones

result of the proposed extension to the SPA, though any
access should be exercised responsibly. There would be
no effect on the day-to-day running of wildlife tour boats
as long as these do not cause significant disturbance to
birds. In the longer-term wildlife tour operators and
the tourism industry in general may benefit because the
Ailsa Craig SPA would protect the birds that visitors
come to see. And of course, wildlife tour operators
should follow the Marine Wildlife Watching Code
whether or not they are within a marine SPA so that
wildlife is not disturbed and can continue to be enjoyed
by all.

Why extend out to sea?
Research has shown that the sea in front
of land and cliffs used by breeding
seabirds is essential to their survival.
Birds such as puffins, gannets and
guillemots use the water close to their
nests for a variety to purposes, including
preening, bathing and display during
breeding.

Development proposals that could affect the SPA would
need to be considered in terms of whether the proposal
is likely to have a significant effect on the seabirds that
are a qualifying interest of the SPA.
Apart from promoting good practice for current
activities and consideration of new development
proposals, it will not be necessary to actively manage the
proposed marine extension for the seabirds.
Other sites to be consulted on include a number of
well-known islands such as Bass Rock, Rum and St Kilda,
as well as mainland sites running from the northern tip
of Shetland to the Firth of Forth and the Borders.
Comments received during the consultation process will
be collated by SNH and reported to Scottish Ministers,
who will then consider the comments along with the
scientific case for extending these sites, before deciding
whether to approve the extensions.
More information on the consultation and Ailsa Craig
SPA can be found on the SNH website at
www.snh.org.uk
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Community Focus
What would you do if you found a stranded whale or dolphin?
The British Divers Marine Life Rescue provides the
following guidelines incase you find a live whale, dolphin or
porpoise:

Risso's dolphin © David Maclennan

After the recent sightings of a Risso's dolphin, rarely
found in shallow water, swimming in the River Clyde
near the city centre, we ask if you would know what to
do if you found a stranded marine mammal.
An average of around 150 whales, dolphins and porpoises are
found stranded on the coast of Scotland each year. The Scottish
Government and Defra have contracted the Scottish
Agricultural College (SAC) Veterinary Services to record these
events and carry out necropsies (an autopsy done on animals)
on suitable carcases.This is part of a UK project, in operation
since 1990, to record strandings.Through this project the first
ever records of Fraser's dolphin and pygmy sperm whale
strandings on Scotland's coast have been published.
Who do you contact about a stranding?
If you find a dead stranded whale, dolphin, seal, basking shark or
marine turtle, contact Bob Reid the Strandings Co-ordinator for
Scotland on 01463 243030 during office hours or on 0797
9245893 at any time.
If you find a live stranded whale, dolphin or porpoise contact
Scotland's Animal Welfare Charity the SSPCA on their Animal
Helpline 03000 999 999 or the British Divers Marine Life
Rescue (BDMLR) on 01825 765546.
If you find a live seal watch it FROM A DISTANCE and do not
approach it. Seals regularly haul out on our coasts - it is part of
their normal behaviour. Therefore, finding a seal on the beach
does not mean there is necessarily a problem. A healthy seal
should be left well alone.
However, if you think that a seal may be abandoned, thin or ill,
then call the BDMLR hotline on 01825 765546 for advice and
assistance.
When reporting a stranding you will be asked the
following:
– Location - preferably with reference to landmarks
– Species - if possible, digital pictures are especially useful
– Size - an estimate of the size
– Condition
– Your contact details or those of the finder

– Provide essential first aid.
– Support the animal in an upright position and dig trenches
under the pectoral fins.
– Cover the animal with wet sheets or towels (even seaweed)
and keep it moist by spraying or dousing with water.
– Do NOT cover, or let any water pass down the blowhole
(nostril), sited on top of the animal's head.This will cause the
animal great distress and could even kill it.
– Every movement around a stranded animal should be quiet,
calm and gentle. Excessive noise and disturbance will only
stress it further.
– Estimate the length of the animal and look for any
distinguishing feature that may give clues as to the species
you are dealing with.
– Look for any signs of injury and count the number of breaths
(opening of the blowhole) that occur over a minute - this
can give important clues as to how stressed the animal is.
– Take great care when handling a dolphin, porpoise or whale;
keep away from the tail, as it can inflict serious injuries - this
is particularly the case with whales and it is advisable to
leave handling larger whales until experienced help has
arrived. Avoid the animal's breath, as it may carry some
potentially nasty bacteria.
Further information:
British Divers Marine Life Rescue - www.bdmlr.org.uk/
Scottish Agricultural College Veterinary Services - www.sac.ac.uk
Scottish SSPCA - www.scottishspca.org/

Risso’s Dolphin key facts:
Gaelic name: Deilf-risso
Latin name: Grampus griseus
Range: a deepwater species found in temperate and tropical
seas worldwide
Length: Up to 4 metres with males slightly longer than females
Weight: Up to 500 kg
Threats: Hunting, by-catch and pollution

Diary Dates

Firth Photography

Diary Dates
5th October 2008
QE2 visits Greenock
Venue: Ocean Terminal (restricted access)
Time: 1pm - 4pm, fireworks approx 9.45pm
6th October 2008
Close of Scottish Marine Bill Consultation
29th – 31st October 2008
SNH Conference 2008
Subject: Species Management: Challenges and Solutions
for the 21st Century
Venue: Edinburgh Conference Centre, Heriot-Watt
University
4th November 2008
The Green Blue Annual Conference

A Clyde Breakers inspired collage © Anne Renold

Venue: S.S. Great Britain, Bristol
11th November 2008
Firth of Clyde Forum Annual Conference and
Exhibition
Subject: Climate Change and the Clyde
Venue: Glasgow City Chambers
Visit our website for more information:
www.clydeforum.org
18th - 20th November 2008
Institute of Ecology & Environmental
Management Conference
Subject: Mitigation: Smoke & mirrors or biodiversity
enhancement?
Venue: Quality Hotel, Glasgow
Late January 2009
Clyde in the Classroom
Venue: Glasgow Science Centre
Late February 2009
Launch of Consultative Draft Firth of Clyde
Marine Spatial Plan
Further details available soon:
www.clydeforum.org/SSMEI

Your photos...
The Forum would like to thank Anne Renold for
sending us a photo of a piece of work she recently
completed in her art class. Anne’s eye-catching collage
was inspired by a Clyde Breakers front cover (issue 8)
showing a Cuckoo wrasse, which is found around the
Scottish coast, taken by photographer and author Paul
Naylor.
Thanks to Anne, the Forum has decided to begin a ‘Firth
Photography’ section in Clyde Breakers. We would like to see
what the Firth of Clyde and the marine environment mean to
you. Readers are invited to send in photos of any subject
relating to the Firth – they can be of wildlife, industries,
beaches, communities, people or any subject that has a
connection with the Firth.
For each future edition of Clyde Breakers we will select and
publish an interesting photo, we may even use your photo to
illustrate our articles or put it on the front cover! In the future
we hope to create a section within the Forum’s website to
show a selection of the submitted photos.
Photos must be sent digitally via email, in colour or black and
white, to clyde@clydeforum.org. Emails should include contact
details for the photographer and must be sent with a full
caption describing the photo. Please put ‘Firth Photography
submission’ in the subject line of your email. Ideally photos
should be at least 1MB in size (approx. 300dpi).
We look forward to seeing your pictures!

23

24

A day in the life...
Gone Sailing

Tell Us What You Think...
Clyde Breakers is your newsletter; tell us
what you think of this issue and what you
would like to see in the future. Many
thanks to those of you who contributed to
this edition.
If you would like to become involved in
the Forum and its work, contact us at the
address below.
Here we bring you the
second in our series of
articles allowing you a
glimpse into a day in
the life of someone
working in the marine
field. Julia Christie, the
Green Blue Project
Officer for Scotland has
‘gone sailing’…

Julia sailing up the Sound of Mull past Duart Castle © C Christie

“.....but whilst out enjoying
yourself on the water,
whether it be in a sail boat,
motor boat, canal boat or
canoe, have you considered
what environmental impact
you are having and how
best you can minimise it?

.....as a recreational boating
club, training centre or business on coastal or inland waters, have you considered what
your legal duties are in relation to water quality, minimising pollution, waste and other
environmental issues?
The Green Blue is the environmental awareness initiative by the British Marine
Federation and the Royal Yachting association and can point you in the right direction.
My role is to help raise environmental awareness, to give advice and to encourage best
practice amongst boaters and businesses. Key to this role is collaboration with all
sectors of the boating community, partner organisations and research institutions. As
the boating sector is growing throughout the UK and in Scotland, it is vitally important
to promote sustainable use and development and to safeguard the coastline,
waterways and wildlife that make our waters so popular.
Hopefully you will all be familiar with our great range of posters, Guides and our CD
ROM which are packed full of environmental top tips and advice. So that you all know
what you can do to minimise your impact, I have been busy ensuring that these are
freely available at clubs, marinas, businesses, boat shows and major boating events. If
you have not received your copy, give me a call.
I am also in contact with clubs, marinas and businesses to raise awareness of the
environmental issues and legislation that apply to their activities. The Environmental
Code of Practice and the RYA Planning and Environmental Handbook, which are
available on our website, provide a good basis from which they can develop an
environmental policy and ensure compliance. Currently, I am collating examples of
good practice and promoting practical projects to tackle key impact areas. If you have
implemented environmental measures or wish to undertake a practical environmental
project at your club, marina or business then please get in contact so that we can give
practical guidance and use your experiences as a case study.”
For further information or advice visit: www.thegreenblue.org.uk
To contact Julia or to request a representative from The Green Blue to give a talk
phone 0131 316 7388 or email Scotland@thegreenblue.org.uk

Project Manager
Firth of Clyde Forum
Caspian House
2 Mariner Court
9 South Avenue
Clydebank Business Park
Clydebank, G81 2NR
Tel: 0141 951 0820
Fax: 0141 951 8948
Email: clyde@clydeforum.org
Website: www.clydeforum.org

The Firth of Clyde Forum has a broad
membership base with representatives from
industry, local authorities, community groups
and charities. The opinions expressed by
members within this issue are not necessarily
the opinions of the Forum or its Core
Group.

The Firth of Clyde Forum would like
to thank the following organisations for
their continued funding and support:

