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10 LOWER FIRTH OF CLYDE (WEST) 
 
The Kilbrannan Sound is the focus for this seascape area, lying between the west coast of 
Arran and the long arm of Kintyre. The area also extends through Sanda Sound to the Mull 
of Kintyre at the foot of the Kintyre peninsula. The Sound is described as ‘A clear stretch of 
water extending for 20 miles from Skipness Point to Campbeltown Loch’1. It is 
straightforward to navigate, but although it is ‘protected from the west by the Mull of Kintyre, 
any wind tends to be deflected along the line of the sound and increased in velocity.’2  
 
The seascape in this area varies enormously in width and influence. The northern 
Kilbrannan Sound is contained and relatively narrow, enclosed by hills and often steep sided 
slopes, while the expanse of the seascape widens considerably between Kintyre and south 
Arran, as the Sound then merges with the Outer Firth, rapidly increasing the sense of scale. 
Furthermore, this area includes the Mull of Kintyre, and therefore takes the study area to the 
edge of the Atlantic. 
 
Commercial shipping traffics a through the Sound and the sea is also frequented by yachts 
and fishing boats. There are several sheltered anchorages, especially on the east facing 
coast of Kintyre, and the Kilbrannan Sound is popular for sailing. The waters of the Mull of 
Kintyre are far more risky to navigate safely – but all areas are used by sea kayakers.3  
 
The coast is extremely varied, ranging from the massive cliffs of Mull of Kintyre to the 
intricate and heavily indented coast of Kintyre south of Carradale, the enclosed lochs of 
Loch Ranza and Campbeltown and the sweeping beaches to be found on south facing 
coasts. Settlement is sporadic, very much focussed on sheltered bays. 
 
The north of Arran lies within an NSA. The profile of the shapely peaks of northern Arran is 
an easily recognisable, iconic feature which is highly visible throughout this area. The 
designation recognises that views to these mountains, and the wider sea setting of the 
island are key scenic attributes. 
 
Most of the Mull of Kintyre and the island of Sanda, as well as the stretch of coast between 
Campbeltown Loch and Port na Cille has been designated an Area of Panoramic Quality by 
Argyll and Bute Council. 
 
For the purposes of this study Lower Firth of Clyde (West), shown on Map 8, has been 
further subdivided into 16 coastal character areas, each of which have been mapped 
separately: 
 
Arran 

• Loch Ranza 
• Loch Ranza to South Machrie Bay 
• South Machrie Bay 

                                                
1 Clyde Cruising Club, CCC Sailing Directions and Anchorages ‘Firth of Clyde including Solway Firth and North 
Channel’, ed. Edward Mason, 2011, Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson Ltd. 
2 Clyde Cruising Club, CCC Sailing Directions and Anchorages ‘Firth of Clyde including Solway Firth and North 
Channel’, ed. Edward Mason, 2011, Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson Ltd. 
3 See: http://www.arranadventure.com/Activities/Sea-Kayaking/1 and Cooper, Reid ‘Scottish Sea Kayaking’, 
2005, Pesda Press, Gwynedd  
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• South Machrie Bay to Drumadoon Point 
• Drumadoon Point to Kilpatrick Point 
• Kilpatrick Point to Rinn a Chrubain 
• Rinn a Chrubain to Bennan Head 

Kintyre 
• Mull of Kintyre to Carskey Bay 
• Carskey Bay to Macharioch Bay 
• Macharioch Bay to New Orleans 
• New Orleans to Campbeltown Loch 
• Campbeltown Loch 
• Campbeltown 
• Campbeltown Loch to Port na Cille 
• Port na Cille to Port Raoin Mhor 
• Port Raoin Mhor to Sgeir Bhuidhe 

 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 10 Lower Firth of Clyde (West) 
 

4 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 10 Lower Firth of Clyde (West) 
 

5 

 
 
10.1 Overview of conclusions 
The Lower Firth of Clyde (West) is characterised by a diverse range of seascapes and 
coastal scenery, with the Kilbrannan Sound a consistent presence for most of this seascape 
area. The sense of expanse and degree of exposure is strongly influential, with dramatic 
contrasts between sheltered narrow indented lochs and the vast expanse of the more open 
seas. This contrast is not only reflected in the experience of the sea, but also in the variety of 
coastlines, which in part reflects geology, but also the degree of erosion, and the power of 
the waves on the rocks and shorelines. 
 
Arran is often referred to as ‘Scotland in miniature’, and the range of seascape and coastal 
landscapes reinforces this impression. Some of the most secluded stretches of coast in the 
Firth of Clyde can be found here and these contrast with fertile farmed land, small 
settlements tucked into well indented bays, a dramatic range of geological features and a 
wealth of archaeological sites, many of which feature strongly on the west coast assessed in 
this seascape area.  
 
In this seascape area, however, this is complemented with the diversity of the Kintyre 
coastline, which is hugely varied, offering the longest stretch of most indented and intricately 
scaled coast in the study area between Carradale and Campbeltown Loch, one of the 
highest and most massive headlands at the Mull of Kintyre, and, like south Arran, an 
amazingly green and fertile south facing basin overlooking sandy bays, Sanda Island (which 
virtually mirrors Pladda island off Arran) and a wide expanse of sea at Southend and 
Carskey Bay.  
 
This seascape area is virtually entirely overlooked by public road, with only Drumadoon 
Point to South Machrie Bay, the wooded headland north of Carradale and the Mull of Kintyre 
largely hidden from the public road. These areas are also the most remote stretches of 
coast. Although skirted by a minor road, the east coast of the Mull of Kintyre, south of 
Campbeltown Loch, is also very secluded and one of the most visually arresting stretches of 
coastline, with its tiered and complex wave-eroded sandstone cliffs. 
 
A common feature throughout much of this area is the presence of archaeological features. 
In some stretches, such as south Arran and between Carradale and Campbeltown Loch on 
Kintyre, the number, variety and condition of the sites is very impressive. Modern day 
settlement often follows a very specific pattern, often set within sheltered bays, and notably 
between Skipness and Grogport on Kintyre, this pattern has a very strong integrity. 
Generally, however, taking into account both coasts of this seascape, the coast is almost 
continuously settled, with dispersed and scattered, often tiny, settlement. Only one town is 
large enough to warrant a separate assessment – Campbeltown.  
 
Campbeltown is by far the biggest settlement in this seascape area, and has a number of 
quays, including facilities for commercial shipping as well as the MOD jetty. As a settlement 
it has seen better days and its seafront could benefit from upgrading and improvements, 
which perhaps could be encouraged or funded by the increasing use of the commercial port 
facilities. It is noted that the Argyll and Bute CHORD4 study aims to do just this. 
 
                                                
4 http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/chord/chord-background-reports-campbeltown 
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The hinterland often quickly rises to higher hills which form the focus of views from the 
offshore navigational channels, and while the peaks of northern Arran are the most rugged 
and spectacular, the higher hills of Kintyre and the Mull are dramatic when seen against 
precipitous cliffs or enclosing the deep troughs of the glens which open out towards the sea. 
Much of the hinterland vegetation is rough grazing, with stretches of semi-natural 
broadleaves – there is very little commercial conifer woodland – so that when there are more 
fertile areas of green fields, these stand out. They are a particular feature of areas 
underpinned by old red sandstone, shallow glens associated with the largest rivers and their 
alluvial plains, and the south coasts of Arran and Kintyre. 
 
The coast is set against a sea which can be sheltered and reflective especially in the 
northern stretch of the Kilbrannan Sound, but is frequently exposed and can be subject to 
ferocious storms. The effect of the waves on the sandstone coasts create a further unifying 
characteristic, resulting not only in wave worn cliffs and stretches of smoothly shaped rock 
shoreline, but also the consistent presence of features such as caves and, especially on 
south facing promontories and coasts, sandy beaches. 
 
There are fine, panoramic views to the northern peaks of Arran – in autumn and winter, 
peaks which frequently have the first and only snow, but in the southern reaches of this 
seascape area, the views become much more extensive, taking in a sweep from southern 
Ayrshire to the north Antrim coast. Ailsa Craig, despite its distance, is a focal point, and in 
clear light, its features can be picked out in detail, while from the Mull of Kintyre, views begin 
to open up along the western seaboard to Islay and Jura, and to the eastern Atlantic. 
 
Key issues which should be considered when assessing the landscape and visual 
implications of development on or in the Lower Firth of Clyde (West) include: 

• Take into account the experience from the sea, which is experienced by many from 
sailing boats in particular, especially within the Kilbrannan Sound.  Views from the 
sea focus up and down the channel of the Sound, towards the rugged peaks of north 
Arran where the s Sound is at its more narrow, and then in contrast to the open sea, 
Ailsa Craig and the mull of Kintyre further south. 

• Maintain the seascape setting of Arran, as its iconic profile is a key visual focus over 
a wide area, and its northern peaks and coastline are also valued as a NSA.   

• Consider the implications of development on views to the eye-catching profiles of 
Arran, distant Ailsa Craig and headlands of Bennan Head, Brown Head and 
Drumadoon Point on Arran and the east coast and south west points of the Mull of 
Kintyre.   

• Take into account the clarity of the light which appears to be reinforced by the 
reflectiveness of the sea, especially in the more open southern reaches of this 
seascape area, where the fine detail of objects and features seem to be sharp and 
well defined even at great distances.  

• Reinforce the contrasts in character along the coast, which creates considerable 
diversity, especially in terms of scale, from small scale indented coastlines to 
massive spectacular vertical cliffs. 

• Focus development in those areas where development already exists, to reinforce 
the contrast with the more secluded and less developed areas of character. A 
consistent theme throughout this area is that most settlement is associated with 
sheltered bays, and this should be a key consideration if settlement pattern is to be 
maintained 
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• Take care to build structures which are in scale with existing characteristic buildings 
styles and located and orientated to reflect existing built patterns. Particular care 
needs to be taken when siting large buildings which can easily diminish traditional 
smaller buildings if they are poorly located 

• Maintain the setting of archaeological and historic sites. 
• Wherever possible, avoid buildings, structures and other developments between the 

road and the coast, where they will intrude into views of the sea. 
• Resist development on key skylines, including the raised beaches, prominent 

headlands and backdrop hills.  
• Resist tall structures along the coast, where their height is likely to diminish the 

vertical scale of vertical coastal landforms and raised beaches, and may impact upon 
the setting of the many archaeological or geological features or popular sandy 
beaches, all of which have increased sensitivity to this type of development. 

• Improve the quality of design and maintenance of coastal infrastructure and hard 
landscape works in Campbeltown, and take action to reduce the impact of negative 
characteristics, such as the build up of litter in the water and along the shoreline. 

• Seek opportunities to improve access to the coast, on Southern Arran and possibly 
on the east Kintyre coast between Campbeltown Loch and Southend. 
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10.2 Loch Ranza 
This deeply indented north west facing bay sits within steep sided and very enclosing hills 
slopes which rise to well over 250m on either side. It is formed by the flooding of the mouth 
of Glenchalmadale, which has resulted in a relatively shallow inner loch which has a long 
tidal reach at low tide. The outer loch however, is deep enough to accommodate the 
Lochranza to Cloanaig ferry.  
 
The bay is largely settled, and although the village of Lochranza occupies the south side of 
the loch, there is also linear settlement extending nearly all the way around the north shore. 
 
Loch Ranza lies within the North Arran NSA. A special quality of the NSA is the striking 
contrast between the populated coast and the more remote interior, and the small white 
houses along the coast emphasise the vertical scale of the hills. The diversity of the 
coastline geology is also cited as a special quality. 
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10.2.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Loch Ranza 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The well indented Loch Ranza contains a very small stretch of largely shallow sea, 
strongly contained by steep hillsides which reduce the sense of scale of the loch.  
From the sea, entering the bay is an important sense of arrival, reinforced by the 
transition from the more open Sound to the enclosed bay and the sense that as 
you edge closer, the hills around the bay loom higher. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

The ferry docks on a slipway relatively close to the mouth of the loch. This is a 
very popular destination for sailors, with anchorages and moorings for temporary 
stop overs, and the bay is often dotted with siling boats. There is a relatively new 
pontoon which allows ‘step ashore’ access.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline is characterised by the strongly formed indent of the bay which is 
broken only by the long curving sandy spit on which Lochranza castle is perched. 
The head of the bay, to the east of the castle, is tidal. Salt marsh creates a gradual 
transition with scrubby woodland and a more accessible length of beach backs 
onto farmed fields. 
The remainder of the coastline is largely settled, with roads separating the houses 
from the coast. Long stretches of sea wall support the road in the most exposed 
sections of coast, but the road is generally separated from the shore by informal 
grass verges sometimes covered in whin. There are some stretches of poorly 
maintained railings. The shoreline is generally rocky with stoney, shingley beach.  
The Arran Coastal Path extends right round the loch. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The bay sits at the base of steep rising slopes which form the mouth of Glen 
Chalmadale. Immediately behind the settlement is semi-natural broadleaved 
woodland, often covering the steep slopes of a well defined raised beach. On the 
north side of the loch this woodland backs onto fields along the lower slopes. 
Broadleaved woodland is more extensive on the south side of the loch, while the 
upper hill slopes are unimproved grassland. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The settlement pattern is predominantly linear, and extends around the edge of 
the loch. The houses, a mixture of low cottages, one and a half story houses and 
occasional bungalows and late 19th century villas, are set back from the loch, 
separated from the coast by a road. On the south side of the loch the houses have 
stone walls or hedges along their seaward frontage, on the north side the road is 
much narrower, and more often they have fencing. There are two slipways, 
including the ferry pier, as well as the pontoon. 
The 16th century Lochranza castle sits on a promontory jutting into the loch. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Lochranza castle is a key feature. 
 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no experience of isolated or even secluded coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

This section of coast lies within the North Arran NSA, and the special qualities 
assessment draws attention to the diversity of the shoreline and raised beaches. 
The narrowness of the loch emphasises the steep hill slopes, and vice versa. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

From the sea, including the ferry and especially when travelling at a distance from 
the coast, the hills are more significant than the immediate coastal features, but 
the settlement stands out as a small, narrow line of white against the dramatic 
verticality of the hill slopes. The castle is a focal point regardless of viewpoint. 
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10.2.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Loch Ranza 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Very high sensitivity 
The bay is very narrow and small in scale, as well as being overlooked from 
roads and houses, and from the ferry and sailing boats. The bay is also well 
occupied by moored sailing boats, and any development in this bay would create 
visual clutter, and detract from the setting and visual focus of Lochranza castle. 

 
Settlement 

Some sensitivity 
The location, orientation, scale and design of new buildings is more sensitive 
than building new houses in principal. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
There are a number of jetties already located on this coast, and there is capacity 
for more, but only if they are relatively small in scale and low key in design. Care 
should be taken not to introduce a wide diversity of different designs – this will 
create visual clutter. 
Other structures, including masts and large buildings, will be difficult to 
accommodate along this coast, as the small scale and linear pattern of 
development is a striking feature set against the height and vertical scale of the 
hills when viewed from the sea 
The setting of Lochranza castle is a further constraint. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
Changes in land management are unlikely to affect the experience of the sea 
and coast. 

 
10.2.3 Loch Ranza: Opportunities and guidance 

• From the sea, the hills are a key feature, and the skyline is more prominent 
than the detail of the immediate coast from a distance 

• Houses are relatively small in size overall, and set in a linear pattern 
orientated towards the coast. A notable feature is the stone walls and hedges 
which front many of the gardens.   

• If any new coastal infrastructure is introduced, care should be taken to 
respect and work with existing designs and styles – or aim to always unify 
different structures as far as possible, to avoid the diversity of size, designs 
and materials creating a discordant visual clutter. 

• If possible, avoid siting any tall land based structures between the road and 
the sea, as this will be visually intrusive 

• Aim to maintain the setting of Lochranza castle 
• There is scope to maintain and improve the railings along the sea wall on the 

southern side of the loch. 
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10.2.4 Loch Ranza: Photographs 
 

 
The pebble shore, which merges with salt marsh at the 
head of the loch 
 

 
Lochranza Castle on its spit overlooks the loch 
 

 
Lochranza village is curved around the length of the loch 
 

 
The line of houses along the coast emphasise the vertical 
scale of the mountains 
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10.3  Loch Ranza to South Machrie Bay 
This long coastal character area and the corresponding slopes of Kintyre provide well 
defined  containment to the northern reaches of the Kilbrannan Sound, which is at its 
narrowest along this stretch. Dispersed settlement extends along this coast, but the most 
continuous feature is the raised beach, which extends almost the entire length, breaking only 
where it has been washed away by river erosion. 
 
This section of coast and the adjacent sea in Kilbrannan Sound lie within the North Arran 
NSA and forms the landward foreground plinth to views of the rugged peaks of Arran from 
across the Sound from Kintyre.  This stretch of water forms a key component of their setting, 
providing a reflective horizontal foil to the rugged verticality of the peaks. The 
unencumbered, uncluttered foreground space provided by the sea also reinforces the visual 
focus of the hills. This visual interrelationship contributes to the wider scenic composition 
between Arran and its seascape setting. The diversity of the coastline geology is also cited 
as a special quality. 
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10.3.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Loch Ranza to South Machrie Bay 

 
Maritime influences, 
experience from the sea 
 

Kilbrannan Sound is at its most narrow as it passes between the steep slopes and 
enclosure provided by the hills of Arran to the east and the low hills of northern 
Kintyre to the west. This stretch of water can be very exposed, with the wind 
funnelling through the Sound, but the enclosure limits the experience of open sea, 
the impression of the seascape being more akin to a sea loch. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 
 

There is a single temporary anchorage at Whitefarland Bay, but most small sailing 
boats head for the very sheltered Loch Ranza to the north. In addition, and small 
fishing or prawn boats frequent the Sound and container ships travel further off 
shore. The Lochranza to Cloanaig ferry also traverses the Sound to the 
immediate north of this character area. Arran is popular for sea kayaking. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

This coast is characterised by long narrow pebble or shingle beaches broken by 
rocky outcrops and occasional more dramatic stretches of fragmented rock 
shoreline with small offshore islands. In the larger settlements (Pirnmill and 
Catacol), there are sea defences. The A841 extends the length of the coast, with 
one short section which is accessible only on foot. The Arran Coastal Path often 
follows the A841 but occasionally it is elevated above the raised beach. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The coast backs immediately onto narrow flat grassland fields, contained by the 
largely continuous cliff of the raised beach. This is punctuated by occasional 
caves and exposed rock faces, including worn conglomerate and sandstone 
rocks. However, long lengths of the raised beach are also wooded or scrub-
covered, the broadleaved woodland extending over steep slopes reinforcing 
containment. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

Settlement is set back from the immediate coast facing the sea and backed 
against the steep slope of the raised beach, The dispersed settlements are linked 
by the narrow A841. Pirnmill and Catacol make the most of the narrow but level 
coastal plain. Houses tend to be orientated to face the sea. Catacol appears very 
small compared to the peaks of Arran behind, especially when seen from the sea 
or Kintyre. 
The striking row of white terraced houses (the ‘Twelve Apostles’) at Catacol were 
built to house displaced crofters, there is an old and atmospheric roadside 
graveyard at Lennimore and further south at Dougarie, there is a ‘supremely 
confident exercise in minimal’ 5Art and Crafts boat house at Dougarie and a fine 
circle of stones at Auchnagallon.  

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

The Dougarie boat house is set right on the coast, and the row of houses at 
Catacol are also highly visible from the sea. The fifteen upright stones at 
Auchnagallon are located above the raised beach overlooking Machrie Bay.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no experience of isolated, or even remote or secluded coast, as this 
coast is readily accessible by road, and there is scattered settlement along its 
entire length.   

 
Aesthetic qualities 

This section of coast lies within the North Arran NSA, and the special qualities 
assessment draws attention to the diversity of the shoreline and raised beaches. 
The drama of the raised beach, its continuous presence and integrity are a key 
feature of this coast. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

There are views to this coast from the ferry between Lochranza and Cloanaig as 
well as from the opposite coast of Kintyre. On clear days, however, these views 
focus to the higher Arran peaks rather than the immediate coastline. 
Views from the coast road and the Arran Coastal Way focus on the raised beach 
Key viewpoints include the small villages and the circle of stones at 
Auchnagallon. 

                                                
5 Close, Rob, ‘Ayrshire and Arran – An illustrated Architectural Guide’ 1992, Edinburgh 
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10.3.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Loch Ranza to South Machrie Bay 

 
Off shore development  

High sensitivity 
This stretch of sea is consistently overlooked from the A841 and a variety of 
small settlements, as well as boating traffic and the ferry. It forms an important 
component of views from the west to the high peaks of northern Arran, and 
contributes to the setting and visual diversity of the NSA. The channel is also 
relatively narrow, limiting opportunities to site structures off shore without 
impacting on the modest scale of this stretch of water. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
The sensitivities to settlement are related more to siting, orientation, size and 
design than development in principal. There are clear patterns to development, 
which is set back against the raised beach, which should be respected in any 
future settlement plans. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
The location, siting and orientation as well as the size of development is likely to 
be a bigger sensitivity than development in principal. Large developments, tall 
structures, infrastructure and marinas are likely to be inappropriate along this 
coast, in part as they would detract from the views to the northern Arran hills and 
the visual drama of the raised beach, which is the dominant feature along this 
coast. Small scale infrastructure, such as jetties, could be accommodated if 
associated with the villages and if designed to complement existing scale of 
infrastructure and materials. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The pattern of small fields along the flat coastal plain, backed by the wooded 
steep slopes of the raised beach has a great deal of integrity which would be 
reduced if the woodland extended onto the fields. 

 
10.3.3 Loch Ranza to South Machrie Bay: Opportunities and guidance 

• The location, size and orientation of any additional on shore buildings or 
infrastructure should respect existing pattern and layout. Buildings should be 
sited so that they are set back against the raised beach, and should aim to 
consolidate existing built pattern and established size and orientation of 
buildings. Coastal infrastructure should be small in size, and located where it 
can complement a cluster of existing development. 

• Avoid siting buildings or other structures between the road and the sea.  
• Tall structures, including masts, are likely to be inappropriate in this location, 

where they are likely to intrude into the setting of views of the north Arran hills 
from the sea and Kintyre. 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 10 Lower Firth of Clyde (West) 
 

16 

10.3.4 Loch Ranza to South Machrie Bay: Photographs 
 

 
At Catacol, a mown grass sward separates the road and 
houses from the shore 
 

 
A simple slipway at Whitefarland overlooking the 
Kilbrannan Sound 
 

 
The road is close to the shore along most of this coast 
 

 
The shingle beach alternates with rockier shorelines 

 
Long stretches of relict cliff and raised beach enclose flat 
a pastures along the coast 
 

 
The Dougarie boathouse  
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10.4 South Machrie Bay 
This sweeping curved bay is partially sheltered by the wooded headland of Tigh Righ Beag 
to the south. The sweeping arc of the bay extends either side of the Machrie water. The Bay 
looks over the Kilbrannan Sound where it is of modest width, but its north/south alignment 
funnels the wind along its length. The bay is backed by a low lying plain which extends far 
inland, so that from the sea it forms the foreground to views of the high hills of northern 
Arran. 
 
The boundary of the North Arran NSA extends through this coastal character area. This 
section of coast and the adjacent sea in Kilbrannan Sound contribute to views of the rugged 
peaks of Arran from the Sound and Kintyre.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 10 Lower Firth of Clyde (West) 
 

18 

10.4.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 South Machrie Bay 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The Kilbrannan Sound is relatively narrow at this point, being only half the width of 
the stretch of sea which lies further south between Campbeltown Loch and Arran. 
This stretch of sea is exposed, with winds funnelled along the length of the 
channel, but the bay is partially sheltered by the headlands and hill of Tigh Righ 
Beag. The sense of expanse is maintained looking south and the low lying bay 
and hinterland increase the sense of expanse experienced on both from the coast 
and the sea. Nevertheless, the containment created by the proximity of the coasts 
of Kintyre and Arran limit any perception of open sea.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Although the water in the bay is shallow, there are anchorages, although they are 
only used in clement weather conditions. In addition, container ships travel 
through the Kilbrannan Sound further off shore while smaller craft sail through the 
Sound, as there are anchorages at Loch Ranza and smaller bays to the north. 
Arran is also popular for sea kayaking. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

This simple coast of sweeping shingle and pebble beaches forms rhythmical,  
even arcs set against low undulating sand deposits largely covered in whin and 
unimproved grassland. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The low mounded landform backs onto flatter fields, including improved pasture 
enclosed by hedges which then extend inland to low lying wetland and scrub. 
The Machrie Bay golf course also backs onto the coast. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

There is no settlement on the immediate coast, but set back from the coast, 
dispersed farms, houses and the golf course club hut are generally tucked down 
into sparse scrubby woodland. The small, older buildings with their narrow 
‘footprint’ all have a particular and consistent orientation, with gable ends facing 
the sea, which is unusual and has only been recorded on this part of the coast. 
The road extends inland, linking these buildings. 
Inland, and visible from higher elevations along the coast, are the prominent 
standing stones of Machrie Moor.  

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

There are no coastal features or landmarks, although this stretch of coast is part of 
the wider setting of the archaeological sites on Machrie Moor. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no sense of isolation or even remoteness on this stretch of coast, but 
tucked down behind the former dunes along the shoreline, there is a modest 
sense of seclusion.  

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The integrity and continuity of the pebble beach, backed by low mounded land 
form and the consistent orientation and size of buildings creates a unified 
character area. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

From the sea, and from higher elevations, such as Torr Righ woodland walk, the 
low lying expanse of the long bay and extensive inland farmland form the 
foreground ‘plinth’ to views of the north Arran hills. 
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10.4.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 South Machrie Bay 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Some sensitivity 
The wide sweep of this bay and the shallow profile of the hinterland as well as 
the relative regularity of the coast create some opportunities for off shore 
development, but the limited expanse of the Sound, the views from the sea to 
the north Arran hills and the setting of the Machrie Moor standing stones all 
provide constraints to development, especially tall structures. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
The secluded character of this coastline is a constraint, as is the simplicity and 
integrity of the uninterrupted sweep of the bays. The immediate coast is devoid 
of buildings, possibly because of high exposure, and the hinterland houses and 
other buildings are nearly all low, with a very distinct orientation (gable end 
facing the sea) and located on a narrow ‘footprint’. While other buildings could 
be located on similar sites the design options should reflect this existing scale, 
orientation and settlement pattern. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Very high sensitivity 
The simplicity and integrity of the uninterrupted sweep of the bays is a constraint 
to all coastal development, as is the secluded character of this coastline. Taller 
structures, such as masts, are especially sensitive as they will be widely visible 
on the lowlying plain and are likely to intrude into views of the north Arran hills 
from the sea and into the setting of inland Machrie moor. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The immediate coast is backed by semi-natural scrub and fields. Further 
expansion of semi-natural woodland in this location would not detract from 
current characteristics. 

 
10.4.3 South Machrie Bay: Opportunities and guidance 

• Development should be resisted along the immediate coastline although there 
are likely to be opportunities for some small scale occasional development 
along the existing line of houses  

• The arcs of the bays both north and south of the Machrie Water should be 
managed as one unit 

• Buildings should be small in scale, and low. They should be orientated to 
reflect existing settlement pattern, including gable end facing the sea. The 
narrow profile and footprint of the buildings is a further characteristic feature. 

• Avoid siting buildings or other structures between the road and the sea if 
possible.  

• Tall structures, including masts, are likely to be inappropriate in this location, 
where they are likely to intrude into the setting of important archaeological 
features and views of the north Arran hills from the sea 
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10.4.4  South Machrie Bay: Photographs 
 

 
An elevated view from the south looking along South 
Machrie Bay 
 

 
The golf course backs onto the bay 
 

 
The pebble beach 
 

 
Houses are generally sited with their ‘gable-end’ facing 
the sea 
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10.5  South Machrie Bay to Drumadoon Point 
The Kilbrannan Sound becomes perceptibly narrower from this point north, a channel which 
is contained into a north/south alignment which funnels the wind along its length. This coast 
combines the dramatic columnar cliffs of Drumadoon Point and the rounded headland below 
Torr Righ Beag which bulges out of the west coast of Arran. These headlands are visually 
prominent along much of the length of this coast, and a feature when viewed from the sea.  
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10.5.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 South Machrie Bay to Drumadoon Point 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Travelling through the Kilbrannan Sound, the width of the channel varies, and at 
this point, the headland at Drumadoon Point creates a perceptible narrowing of the 
width of the Sound when travelling north.  While the sense of expanse is 
maintained looking south, the containment created by the proximity of the coasts 
of Kintyre and Arran limit any perception of open sea. Nevertheless, this stretch of 
sea can be exposed, with winds being funnelled along the length of the channel, 
buffeting a coastline where there is clear evidence of both wave and wind action. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There are no anchorages off this stretch of coast, although large ships, including 
occasional container ships, travel through the centre of Kilbrannan Sound. Yachts 
and smaller craft sail through the Sound, and as there are occasionally used  
temporary anchorages at both Blackwaterfoot and Machrie Bay, they can sail 
close to the shore. Arran is also popular for sea kayaking. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

This varied coast is characterised by natural processes at work on the irregular 
shoreline. Rocky outcrops alternate with shingle beaches, all contained by a well 
defined raised beach with worn sandstone cliffs. A number of caves, including the 
Kings Cave, possibly the site of Robert the Bruce’s encounter with the persistent 
spider feature along this coast. A large boulder imprinted with dinosaur footprints 
can also be found on this coast, which is easily accessed by the Arran Coastal 
path and waymarked Forestry Commission access routes.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

There is no settlement or vehicular access along this coast, which is set against 
steep slopes clothed in commercial conifer woodland and owned by the Forestry 
Commission. The southern part of this headland is dominated by the cliffs of 
Drumadoon, and open upland grassland fields act as a foil to this dramatic feature. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

There is no settlement along this coast. 
Drumadoon point is the location of the largest ironage fort on Arran. This site is 
also occupied by a standing stone, while a number of hut circles can be found in 
the immediate hinterland 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The dramatic vertical cliffs of Drumadoon point, with their clearly defined basalt 
corrugations are topped by a large fort and form a landmark feature which is 
widely visible. 
The impressive Kings Cave is a further feature. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This stretch of coast is secluded and relatively remote, separated from the rest of 
the island by hills and woodland, and accessible only on paths. The presence of a 
working commercial forest limits the sense of isolation 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The drama of Drumadoon is a particular feature of this coast – it often appears 
higher than it actually is in long views – and the wave worn rock features and 
caves add more local interest which encourage further exploration. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

From land, the steeply rising hinterland maintains visual focus out to sea, 
encouraging the sense of seclusion, while there are long views, and often elevated 
views, along the coast from the footpath. 
Drumadoon Point is a prominent feature which is widely visible. 
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10.5.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 South Machrie Bay to Drumadoon Point 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The setting of features, particularly the Kings Cave and the Drumadoon, are a 
constraint for development close to the shore, as is the sense of seclusion 
experienced from the Arran Coastal Way. Further constraints include the 
irregularity of the shore, and for developments further out to sea, the relative 
narrowness of the width of the Sound, which reduces the scale of the sea. 

 
Settlement 
 

Very high sensitivity 
This is an undeveloped stretch of coast backed by a continuous stretch of raised 
beach of worn sandstone and caves which would be fragmented by built 
development. The setting of landmark features, such as the Kings Cave and the 
dramatic Drumadoon cliffs and hill fort, are a further constraint. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Very high sensitivity 
This is an undeveloped stretch of varied coast backed by a continuous stretch of 
raised beach of worn sandstone and caves which would be fragmented by built 
development and shoreline infrastructure. The setting of landmark features, such 
as the Kings Cave and the dramatic Drumadoon cliffs and hill fort, are a further 
constraint. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The commercial woodland extends close to the shore and the access route, and 
will impact on experience of the coast when it is felled and restocked. 

 
10.5.3 South Machrie Bay to Drumadoon Point: Opportunities and guidance 

• The skyline and profile of this headland is sensitive to development, and is 
especially striking when viewed from the sea 

• The setting of Drumadoon is sensitive to development, on both its seaward 
and landward sides 

• The setting and outlook from the archaeological sites, including the Kings 
Cave, should be maintained 

• The sense of remoteness is a key sensitivity, and adds to the diversity of 
coastal and seascape landscape which make Arran ‘Scotland in miniature’ 

• Consider establishing extensive native woodland along the west facing forest 
slopes when restocking the forest, as this would enhance the semi-natural 
setting of this stretch of coast and limit impacts of future harvesting operations 
along this stretch of the Arran Coastal Way. 
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10.5.4 South Machrie Bay to Drumadoon Point: Photographs 
 

 
There is an excellent coastal path along this section 
 

 
The coast is backed by raised beaches and relict cliffs   
 

 
Drumadoon Point is a landmark feature along this stretch 
of coast 
 

 
Kings Cave 
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10.6 Drumadoon Point to Kilpatrick Point 
This long sweeping bay at the mouth of the Blackwaterfoot river is contained within two 
pronounced headlands of Kilpatrick Point and Drumadoon Point. Facing south west, the 
lowlying bay and its fertile hinterland is exposed, but nevertheless accommodates the linear 
settlement of Blackwaterfoot, which is perched along the edge of the bay, orientated out to 
sea. 
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10.6.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Drumadoon Point to Kilpatrick Point 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The shallow indent of this bay overlooks the transition between the expansive 
reach of the sea extending south to the Irish sea and the narrower Kilbrannan 
Sound. The stretch of coast is exposed, the slightest breeze lifts waves while the 
Sound channels the winds. The sea is also experienced as an ever-changing 
sequence of shifting patterns of light and is influenced by in-coming changes in 
weather, visible coming over the Mull of Kintyre or sweeping up from the south. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Large ships, including occasional container ships, tend to travel through the centre 
of Kilbrannan Sound. Despite being very exposed in winds from the west and 
south, there are anchorages available6 and a very tiny sheltered harbour tucked 
into the mouth of the river holds a small number of recreational craft. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

This is a long sweeping beach, in part sandy and rocky at the western end where 
a rocky headland just into the sea, but mostly a long reach of shingle shore. There 
is evidence of erosion and sea defences, for example by the golf course, try to 
limit the effects of the wind and waves on the dune systems which back the shore. 
This is one of the most accessible sandy beaches on Arran. There is also access 
along the pavement and road, which sits on top of seawalls and is fronted by 
metal railings. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The hinterland is simple – improved pasture fields extend up from the coast and 
behind the settlement on gently sloping gradients. At the western end of the bay, 
dunes back onto a golf course. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Blackwaterfoot is a small linear settlement which extends around part of the bay. 
The building styles are a tightly packed mixture of larger buildings and small 
traditional style fishermen’s cottages, with an eclectic infill of different styles of 
housing dismissed in one word - ‘commercialised’ - in the architectural guide7.  
Apart from adjacent to the river mouth, the settlement sits back from the coast, 
with some stone walled gardens leading down to the shore. Farms and rows of 
dispersed single houses are set further inland. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The plug of basalt rock at Drumadoon Point, its ribbed, sheer cliffs facing the sea 
and topped by the largest ironage fort on Arran, sits behind the golf course and is 
visible as a feature from this stretch of coast. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast above the beach is urbanised in character, with no experience of 
isolated or even secluded coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The accessible, sandy beach at the northern end, and the overall wide sweep of 
the bay is attractive. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

From the sea, Drumadoon Point is a key feature, and from the coast there are 
views across Kilbrannan Sound to the low profile of Kintyre and Sanda Island, or 
north to Drumadoon Point. 
Key viewpoints are the settlement and the beach. 

 

                                                
6 Clyde Cruising Club, CCC Sailing Directions and Anchorages ‘Firth of Clyde including Solway Firth and North 
Channel’, ed. Edward Mason, 2011, Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson Ltd. 
7 Close, Rob, Ayrshire and Arran – An illustrated architectural guide, 1992, Edinburgh. 
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10.6.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Drumadoon Point to Kilpatrick Point 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The simple, subtle containment of the bay and the expansive backdrop of sea 
offer some opportunities for lowlying development set well offshore, but the high 
degree of overlook and setting of the settlement are constraints. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
The key sensitivities relate to building design rather than the opportunities to 
build in principal, as there may be opportunities to redevelop existing buildings 
or extend Blackwaterfoot around this bay.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
The simple sweep of the bay is a constraint to development on this coast, which 
would be fragmented by large complex structures extending into the sea. Key 
sensitivities however relate to the size and design of structures rather than the 
opportunities to build in principal, although tall structures would be out of scale 
with the small size of many of the buildings. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The land management of the hinterland has very little impact on the experience 
of the coast, but the wooded setting of the settlement is a key characteristic. 

 
10.6.3 Drumadoon Point to Kilpatrick Point: Opportunities and guidance 

• Continued restoration and upgrading of infrastructure in Blackwaterfoot 
should be encouraged, but care should be taken to avoid adding clutter 

• Some rationalisation of building design in the settlement would helpfully unify 
the settlement if it continues to expand 

• It is important to maintain and enhance where necessary the quality of the 
built structures and infrastructure 

• Aim to avoid siting tall structures or other development where it would impinge 
upon skylines or the setting of Drumadoon point and its fort – this feature, 
especially when seen from the sea and coast is impressive and requires a 
generous setting.  
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10.6.4  Drumadoon Point to Kilpatrick Point: Photographs 
 

 
On arrival, the roofs and larger buildings of Blackwaterfoot 
can be seen around the bay 
 

 
The harbour at the river mouth in Blackwaterfoot 
 

 
The dunes frame the beach, and Blackwaterfoot curves 
round the cusp of this bay 
 

 
Long sweep of sandy beach leading to Drumadoon Point 
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10.7  Kilpatrick Point to Rinn a Chrubain 
This section of coast, known as Brown Head, is characterised by a raised beach backs 
directly onto continuous and even steep hill slopes which continue to rise to Cnocan Donn. 
This forms a dramatic, relatively precipitous coastline which, due to the steepness of terrain 
is difficult to access. Nevertheless, the B880 sits above the raised beach on a benched 
platform, providing panoramic views from the land. From the sea, this is a prominent 
headland which forms the western ‘full stop’ to the long curve of the southern coast of Arran. 
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10.7.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Kilpatrick Point to Rinn a Chrubain 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The seascape setting is the transition between the expansive reach of the sea 
extending south to the Irish sea and the narrower Kilbrannan Sound. The stretch 
of coast is exposed, the slightest breeze lifts waves and the Sound channels the 
winds. The sea is also experienced as an ever-changing sequence of shifting 
patterns of light and is influenced by in-coming changes in weather, visible coming 
over the Mull of Kintyre or sweeping up from the south.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Large ships, including occasional container ships, tend to travel through the centre 
of Kilbrannan Sound. This exposed shore offers no anchorages, but the coastline 
of Arran is popular for sea kayaking.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

There is a narrow strip of foreshore behind a long stretch of exposed but simple, 
shingle beach which extends around the ‘outward curving’ sweep of this coast.  
The foreshore is well contained by the raised beach cliffs which plummet to the 
coast from the equally steep slopes of Cnocan Donn, so that all senses are 
orientated towards the wide sea. There are three caves on this coast, one of 
which, the Preaching Cave, was used as an alternative worshipping place to the 
local church. Access is limited, and the Arran Coastal Way slips from rock hopping 
to small stretches of grass path. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The steep, almost precipitous raised beach merges almost imperceptibly with 
steep slopes rising ever higher to form the upper slopes of Cnocan Donn. These 
slopes are unimproved grassland and bracken with patches of heather, but there 
is also one substantial stand of incredibly wind shorn and stunted native woodland 
which is fully orientated to catch the prevailing south west winds. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

There is no settlement on this coast, and while the B880 is relatively close to the 
coast, it is perched high up on a cutting set into the hillside and has little direct 
impact on the experience of the shore. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

The wide steep headland of Brown Head, rising to Cnocan Donne, is a feature in 
itself, providing a ‘stopping point’ which separates south Arran from the coast 
further north. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This is a secluded stretch of coast which although difficult to access is passable 
with care on the Arran Coastal Path. The sense of exposure, lack of development 
and difficulty of the terrain create a sense of seclusion which borders on 
remoteness. This is further enhanced by the expanse of the sea and the strong 
sense of being exposed to the elements and natural processes. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

This semi natural headland forms a contrast with the cultivated farmland at either 
side and is a dramatic feature due to its steep rise from the sea. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

From the sea, Brown Head is a key feature, and from the coast there are views 
across Kilbrannan Sound to the low profile of Kintyre and Sanda Island, or north to 
Drumadoon Point. 
There are elevated views from the coastal B880, which are panoramic, 
overlooking the immediate seascape but extending far over the sea to Kintyre. 
And south towards Ireland. There is the occasional layby. The woodland limits 
views on one stretch of road. 
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10.7.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Kilpatrick Point to Rinn a Chrubain 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Some sensitivity 
The coastline is relatively regular, but is outward facing and unenclosed 
providing little containment. The sense of exposure and openness of the sea 
add to the very secluded character of this stretch of coast, which is a key 
constraint, but the wide scale and openness of the expansive sea setting is likely 
to absorb smaller lowlying offshore development, especially where it is set 
further out to sea, and the woodland limits views from parts of the B880.  
Taller structures will be visually intrusive, especially between Arran and Kintyre. 
The views from the B880 are elevated, looking down on the sea out to focal 
points which increases sensitivity. The constant shifts of light on water and 
sense of openness and expanse are particularly dramatic in panoramic views 
which extend from Argyll to Ayrshire. 

 
Settlement 

Very high sensitivity 
There is no settlement or other built structure along this coast, and this adds to 
the experience of the sense of seclusion.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Very high sensitivity 
There is no settlement or other built structure along this coast, and this adds to 
the experience of the sense of seclusion..  
The headland is additionally sensitive because of its landmark status. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
Changes in land management, including increasing woodland, would not 
significantly affect the coastal character, although care should be taken to 
maintain views if woodland regenerates close to the road. 

 
10.7.3 Kilpatrick Point to Rinn a Chrubain: Opportunities and guidance 

• The skyline and profile of this headland is sensitive to development, and is 
especially striking when viewed from the sea 

• The sense of seclusion bordering on remoteness is a key sensitivity, and 
adds to the diversity of coastal and seascape landscape which make Arran 
‘Scotland in miniature’ 

• The steep slopes are a particular limit to development which may require cut 
and fill to create stable platforms for development, and this is likely to be 
visually intrusive. 

• Care should be taken to maintain views if woodland regenerates close to the 
road. 
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10.7.4 Kilpatrick Point to Rinn a Chrubain: Photographs 
 

 
The long view south west to Mull of Kintyre and Sanda 
Island 
 

 
The road is built into a ledge on the steep hillside 

 
Wind shorn trees along part of this coast  

The simple shingle shoreline 
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10.8  Rinn a Chrubain to Bennan Head 
This long stretch of raised beach coast faces directly onto a reach of expansive sea 
stretching south down the Irish Sea. The exposed rocky shoreline backs onto fields set 
along a narrow coastal plain or above the raised beach on gently graded platforms. Basalt 
‘dykes’ are a major feature of the shoreline8. The sense of space and light, the consistent 
panoramic views to the Mull of Kintyre, as well as oblique views to Ailsa Craig both from the 
coast and the wider seascape are key characteristics of this area. 
 

 
 
                                                
8 A striking feature of the foreshore is the Kildonan 'dyke swarm'. Between Kildonan and Cleiteadh Buidhe, along 
some 10km length of coast, there are some 200 dykes, oriented predominantly NW-SE. This is acknowledged as 
one of the best in the world. Ritchie, W., March,1975. Beaches of Cowal, Bute and Arran. Department of 
Geography, University of Aberdeen, for the Countryside Commission for Scotland. Reprinted 2001 by SNH as a 
Commissioned Report. 
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10.8.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Rinn a Chrubain to Bennan Head 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The expansive seascape setting is open, experienced as an exposed stretch of 
coast and sea but also as an ever-changing sequence of shifting patterns of light. 
The immense reach of the sea strongly influences this coastal character area, with 
a strong sense of exposure and powerful presence of natural processes 
dominating the coast. The sense of sweeping space and dynamism, for example 
through seeing in-coming changes in weather, all reinforce the maritime influence.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Large ships, including container ships, tend to travel well offshore. The exposed 
shore offers no protected anchorages. The coastline of Arran is popular for sea 
kayaking.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline is very irregular and rugged, with a rocky shoreline which is 
fragmented with low basalt ‘dykes’ which extend like fingers out to sea. At Bennan 
Head high dark basalt cliffs rise directly from the sea. Elsewhere, the lower raised 
beach forms a prominent and consistent feature set back from the shore but highly 
visible as a distinct platform from land and sea. There are stretches of sand and 
shingle beach, for example at Torrylinnwaterfoot, and boulder fields at Bennan 
Head. The Arran Coastal Path extends along the coast, allowing access to the 
Black Cave, the largest cave on Arran, at Bennan Head. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Fields are located on the coastal plain which is backed by the distinct steep edge 
of the raised beach, which themselves are topped by farmed fields across an 
extensive area of undulating fertile deposits. The steep slopes of the raised beach, 
which are often inaccessible, are covered in semi-natural scrub. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Shore based buildings are sparse, with very occasional sheds and old houses 
associated with the shingle bays. Farms and other settlement is more generally 
located above the raised beach on the fertile well drained farmland. There are 
farm tracks and some marked footpaths extending down to the coast, but limited 
car parking which limits their use. A striking feature is the large number of forts, 
cairns and other historic features which generally take advantage of the elevated 
raised beach. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The cliffs of Bennan Head are a key landmark, and the abrupt upward scoop of 
the raised beach is also dramatic. Some of the archaeological sites, such as the 
dun at Corriecravie, are located on striking mounds which reinforce their local 
landmark status.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This stretch of coast is often very secluded. There are long stretches of coast 
where the sea, the immediate shoreline and coastal plain are the only relevant 
features, as the hinterland is screened by the raised beaches. 
For the most part, the key indicators of human influence are the fields, farm tracks 
and occasional old building which limit the sense of isolation. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The drama of this coastline is in part created by the expanse of the sea, and the 
way it can be experienced from the top of the raised beach or the lower level 
shoreline as well as off shore. This coast has a landscape character with strong 
integrity and unity created by the continuous presence of the expansive sea, the 
raised beach and the archaeological features set in rolling farmland. From the sea, 
the bench of the raised beach is relatively dramatic. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

From the sea, this curve of southern Arran forms the foreground to views into the 
interior, including views of the northern hills from a distance. Closer to shore, and 
from the Arran Coastal Walk, views inland are curtailed by the dramatic raised 
beach. Numerous archaeological sites along this top are key viewpoints, with both 
the Mull of Kintyre and Ailsa Craig as visual foci. 
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10.8.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Rinn a Chrubain to Bennan Head 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The irregularity and secluded character of this stretch of coastline are key 
constraints, although the scale and openness of the expansive sea setting is 
likely to absorb smaller lowlying offshore development, especially where it is set 
further out to sea. Taller structures will be visually intrusive. From land, 
viewpoints are frequently elevated, looking down on the sea so that lowlying 
structures will be easily visible if they are close to shore. The constant shifts of 
light on water and sense of openness and expanse are particularly dramatic in 
panoramic views which extend from Argyll to Ayrshire. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
Scope for buildings close to the shore is limited by the sense of seclusion and 
the dominance of natural processes, both of which are key characteristics of this 
coast. Further constraints include the fine views to key visual foci, the top edge 
and skyline of the raised beach and sensitivity to the setting of archaeological 
features. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Very high sensitivity 
The seclusion of this coast and the wider seascape as well as the visual drama 
of the raised beach, the setting of the archaeological sites and the panoramic 
views combine to limit potential for additional structures along this coast. The 
experience of this semi-natural coast, for example as experienced from the 
Arran Coastal Path, would be compromised and diminished by additional 
structures, including masts and turbines, roads and associated traffic and other 
infrastructure which would create clutter. The shoreline and the raised beach, 
including the its skyline and headlands, are especially sensitive to structures as 
viewed from land and sea. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The expansion of semi natural woodland, or even mixed policy woodland would 
not detract from the aesthetic qualities or semi-natural character of this stretch of 
coast, as long as views and setting of archaeological sites were respected. 

 
10.8.3 Rinn a Chrubain to Bennan Head: Opportunities and guidance 

• While there are many opportunities to access this coast and paths to the 
archaeological sites are indicated off the public road, parking is extremely 
difficult, the exception being at Lagg, where there is informal parking at the 
village hall. Increased parking opportunities should be identified to encourage 
access 

• Large buildings, including agricultural buildings, should be discouraged on the 
shore line 

• The skyline of the raised beach is sensitive to masts and other built features, 
including buildings, when viewed from land and sea 

• The setting of archaeological sites, which are numerous and often locally 
dramatic, is a key constraint to on shore development 

• Views to Mull of Kintyre and Ailsa Craig are important from both land and sea 
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10.8.4  Rinn a Chrubain to Bennan Head: Photographs 
 

 
Looking south to Ailsa Craig, with the distant coast 
Galloway in the background, and some of the remarkable 
basalt ‘dykes’ on the shore 
 

 
These south facing slopes which overlook the coast are 
farmed and fertile 

 
The high steep slopes of the raised beach above flat 
coastal pastures 

 
This motte-like dun is one of several archaeological 
features along the top of the raised beach on this coast 
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10.9 Mull of Kintyre to Carskey Bay 
This stretch of isolated coastline is one of the most remote stretches of coastline within the 
whole of the Firth of Clyde. The steep slopes overlook the stretch of sea between Scotland 
and northern Ireland, and curve west to overlook the vast Atlantic. The area is difficult to 
access and its sense of remoteness is reinforced by its length – at least six kilometres of 
coastline which can only be accessed on foot or sea kayak.  
 
The Mull of Kintyre has been designated an Area of Panoramic Quality by Argyll and Bute 
Council. 
 
From the sea, this is a prominent headland which soars to over 400m high. It is exposed and 
overlooks the transition between the Firth and the Atlantic, a powerful tidal sea. As a result, 
‘passage round the Mull of Kintyre requires great care and due regard must be paid to 
appropriate wind conditions and the times and nature of strong tidal streams, overfalls and 
eddies which, in wind overtide conditions, can cause dangerous seas.’9 
 

                                                
9 Clyde Cruising Club, CCC Sailing Directions and Anchorages ‘Firth of Clyde including Solway Firth and North 
Channel’, ed. Edward Mason, 2011, Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson Ltd. 
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10.9.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Mull of Kintyre to Carskey Bay 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The seascape setting is the transition between the expansive reach of the sea 
extending south to the Irish sea and the even more vast and exposed eastern 
Atlantic. The stretch of coast is exposed, heavily tidal and can be subject to 
ferocious storms. The sea is also experienced as an ever-changing sequence of 
shifting patterns of light and is influenced by in-coming changes in weather, visible 
coming over the western sea or sweeping up from the south.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Large ships, including occasional container ships, tend to travel well offshore, and 
this stretch of sea is not for the fainthearted, therefore there is limited sailing boat 
traffic or small craft movement except in calm weather. There are no anchorages 
on this coast and the distance from shelter is greater than normal. Nevertheless, 
the coast is used by sea kayakers.10 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

There is a narrow strip of rocky foreshore behind a long stretch of exposed but 
narrow, sometimes shingle beach which extends around the ‘outward curving’ 
sweep of this coast.  The foreshore is well contained by the massive tiered cliffs 
which plummet to the coast from ridges which rise to 414 metres at Torr Mor.  
There are occasional caves and small bays. For the most part access is difficult, 
but there is a footpath from the lighthouse which provides elevated views. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The high, precipitous cliffs are unimproved grassland with patches of wet heather, 
but there is also one substantial stand of incredibly wind shorn and stunted native 
woodland in the slightly sheltered glen at Feorlan, above Port Mean. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

There is no settlement on this coast, but there is the once inhabited lighthouse at 
the Mull of Kintyre, and there are a number of archaeological sites, including forts 
located at high points on the top of steep raised beaches. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

The massive headland is a feature in itself, and the lighthouse is a landmark 
building in part because of its remote setting. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

The lack of development along this long length of coast, the difficulty of access, 
and the prevailing sense of naturalness which is reinforced by a strong sense of 
exposure to the elements creates an isolated coast. This section of coast is also 
recognised as having iconic value in popular culture, which may make it ‘isolated 
coast’ in terms of the Scottish Planning policy definition. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

This is a dramatic feature due to its steep rise from the sea and it location at the 
transition between the Outer Firth of Clyde and the Atlantic seaboard. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

From the sea, the massive cliffs and rounded headland of the Mull of Kintyre is a 
key feature which is widely visible. 
From the coast there are views to the Antrim coast on Ireland and of course, the 
Atlantic. On clear days, Rathlin Island (off Ireland) and Ailsa Craig are both visible. 

 
 

                                                
10 Cooper, Reid ‘Scottish Sea Kayaking’, 2005, Pesda Press, Gwynedd 
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10.9.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Mull of Kintyre to Carskey Bay 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 

Very high sensitivity 
This is one of the few stretches of isolated coast as defined within the Scottish 
Planning Policy found within the study area, and as such there is a presumption 
against development in this area. The remote and exposed, wild character of the 
area add to the sensitivity of this area. 

 
Settlement 

Very high sensitivity 
This is one of the few stretches of isolated coast as defined within the Scottish 
Planning Policy found within the study area, and as such there is a presumption 
against development in this area. The remote and exposed, wild character of the 
area, as well as the sites of local geological interest add to the sensitivity of this 
area. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Very high sensitivity 
This is one of the few stretches of isolated coast as defined within the Scottish 
Planning Policy found within the study area, and as such there is a presumption 
against development in this area. The remote and exposed, wild character of the 
area, as well as the sites of local geological interest add to the sensitivity of this 
area. 

 
Land management 

High sensitivity 
This remote and isolated character of this section of coast is enhanced by the 
semi-natural vegetation 

 
10.9.3 Mull of Kintyre to Carskey Bay: Opportunities and guidance 

• Any development which would impact on the qualities of isolation experienced 
along this coast should be resisted 

• Opportunities to change the character of the planted commercial woodland to 
a more semi-natural woodland cover along the coast should be encouraged 

• The poor design of the outer margins of this woodland should be addressed in 
future management plans 

• Further establishment of non-native woodland should be discouraged in this 
area, while there may be opportunities to enhance or expand woodland 
through regeneration of semi-natural woodland. 
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10.9.4 Mull of Kintyre to Carskey Bay: Photographs 
 

 
Mull of Kintyre from Carskey Bay – the steep slopes 
plunge into the sea 
 

 
There is a narrow strip of shingle beach 

 
The hinterland of the Mull is almost entirely wet moor and 
grassland 

 
This rugged headland is subject to sea mist 
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10.10 Carskey Bay to Macharioch Bay 
This series of south facing, gently indented bays framed by sandstone bluffs and headlands 
overlooks an expansive sea stretching south down the Irish Sea. The exposed shoreline 
backs onto fertile fields set along the coastal plains formed at the mouths of rivers, or above 
the raised beach on gently graded platforms. The sense of space and light and the 
consistent panoramic views both from the coast and the wider seascape are key 
characteristics of this area. 
 
This stretch of coast and the island of Sanda have been designated an Area of Panoramic 
Quality by Argyll and Bute Council. 
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10.10.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Carskey Bay to Macharioch Bay 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The expansive seascape setting is open, experienced as an exposed stretch of 
coast and sea but also as an ever-changing sequence of shifting patterns of light. 
The immense reach of the sea strongly influences this coastal character area, with 
a strong sense of exposure and powerful presence of natural processes 
dominating the coast, with rollers crashing in and waves engulfing the coast road 
in storms. The sense of sweeping space and dynamism, for example through 
seeing in-coming changes in weather, all reinforce the maritime influence.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Large ships, including container ships, tend to travel well offshore. The exposed 
shore offers only one reasonably protected anchorage, at Sanda Island, in a bay 
on the north side of the island, for patrons of the hotel11. In addition, there are also 
temporary anchorages at Carskey Bay or south Sanda Island. There is a crown 
estate lease to develop an experimental tidal energy development in Sanda 
Sound. This includes small scale temporary buildings at the west of Cove Point. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline combines sweeping sandy beaches – there are several, all 
accessible, backed by dunes – with abrupt sandstone headlands, and occasional 
more rocky promontories and islands. The most significant large island is Sanda, 
raised above its scatter of islets. Much of the coast is accessible, even without 
waymarked footpaths, and the Kintyre Way begins – or ends - at Dunaverty. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Fields extend across the elevated and gently undulating farmland which sits above 
the raised terraced platform of the headlands and raised beaches, as well as in 
the shallow valleys associated with the two main watercourses – Conieglen water 
and Breakerie Water. The valleys associated with these rivers are also the main 
focus of settlement, and there is a golf course at Southend. 
Fields extend across any land which is accessible, with whin and scrubby 
woodland limited to steep slopes and inaccessible bluffs. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

There is very little development on the immediate shore – the exception is the two 
striking 19th century boatsheds at Dunaverty, one converted into a house – but the 
main settlement of Southend is close to the coast, in the valley associated with the 
Conieglen Water, and a caravan site extends near the shore at this point, behind 
the dunes. The Keil Hotel, built in the late 1930s, is visually prominent. 
Remaining settlement is dispersed farms and small groups of buildings, all of 
which are set back from the coast, generally arranged to overlook the fertile 
shallow glens. In addition, there are a series of farms on ‘dead end’ roads which sit 
in the lea slope of the raised beaches between Southend and Macharioch Bay. 
There are also a number of archaeological and historic sites, such as the castle on 
Dunaverty, the church, caves and ‘St Columba’s footprints’ at Keil, and standing 
stones as well as the memorial cross to the 8th Duke of Argyll at Macharioch Bay. 
There is a historic chapel, a hotel and a lighthouse on Sanda Island. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

There are a number of landmark natural features, such as Sanda Island and its 
satellites, Dunaverty, topped by its ruined castle, and the bluff above the caves at 
Keil Point.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This stretch of coast is not remote, and rarely secluded. Most of it is easily 
accessible and overlooked by settlement, although the stretch of eastern coast, 
towards Macharioch Bay is less well used and developed. 
For the most part, the key indicators of human influence are the settlement, roads 
and farmland. The island of Sanda, which was not visited during this assessment, 
is likely to be experienced as extremely secluded.  

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The drama of this coastline is in part created by the expanse of the sea, which 
also provides a foil to the smaller scale of Sanda Island. But the attractiveness of 
the simple and uncluttered long sandy beaches, the diversity created by the rocky 
headlands and raised beaches further add to aesthetic quality. 

                                                
11 Clyde Cruising Club, CCC Sailing Directions and Anchorages ‘Firth of Clyde including Solway Firth and North 
Channel’, ed. Edward Mason, 2011, Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson Ltd. 
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Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

From the sea, this curve of the southern Mull forms the foreground to views into 
the interior, including, from a distance, views of the higher headlands of the Mull of 
Kintyre and the interior hills. Closer to shore, views inland from the fine sandy 
beaches focus out to sea – with long views to Ireland as well as distant south 
Ayrshire – and, from headlands, back towards the coast and along the shore itself.  
Several archaeological sites along this coast are key viewpoints, with both Sanda 
Island and the more distant Ailsa Craig as visual foci to the east. 

 
10.10.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Carskey Bay to Macharioch Bay 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Some sensitivity 
The setting of Sanda Island, as seen from land or sea and the popularity of the 
sandy beaches which increase overlook are key sensitivities of this coast. Taller 
structures will be visually intrusive. The constant shifts of light on water and 
sense of openness and expanse are particularly dramatic in panoramic views 
which extend from Ireland to Ayrshire. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
Scope for buildings close to the shore is limited by the fine views to key visual 
foci, such as Sanda and Dunaverty, the uncluttered context of the long sandy 
beaches and the visual prominence of the skyline of the raised beaches and 
bluffs. The setting of archaeological features is a further sensitivity. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Very high sensitivity 
The uncluttered context of the long sandy beaches, the setting of archaeological 
and historic features and the panoramic views all combine to limit potential for 
additional structures along this coast. The experience of this coast, for example 
as experienced from the beaches or Dunaverty would be compromised and 
diminished by additional structures, including masts and turbines, roads and 
associated traffic and other infrastructure which would create clutter. The 
shoreline and the raised beach, including the its skyline and headlands, are 
especially sensitive to structures as viewed from land and sea. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
It is unlikely that changes to land management would impact upon the 
experience of this coast and sea. 

 
10.10.3 Carskey Bay to Macharioch Bay to: Opportunities and guidance 

• This coast has fine beaches and an irregular coastline, the character of which 
could be easily compromised by any built development, especially around and 
along the sandy beaches 

• The skyline of the raised beach and headlands, as well as Sanda Island, is 
sensitive to masts and other built features, including buildings, when viewed 
from land and sea 

• The setting of archaeological and historic sites is a key constraint to on shore 
development 

• Views to Sanda Island and Ailsa Craig are important from both land and sea. 
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10.10.4 Carskey Bay to Macharioch Bay: Photographs 
 

 
Carskey Bay and Dunaverty Bay from the west 
 

 
Duaverty Bay from Dunaverty Castle 

 
These small boat houses are features on Dunaverty Bay 

 
The coast east of Cove Point 
 

 
Brunerican Bay from Dunaverty Castle  

Sanda Island from the coast east of Cove Point 
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10.11  Macharioch Bay to New Orleans 
Underpinned by old red sandstone, the dramatic, wave worn raised beach cliffs of this coast 
overlook an expansive stretch of the Firth, at the transition between the Lower Firth and 
Outer Firth. This is an exposed and remote stretch of sea and coast, the exposure 
emphasising the sense of natural forces dominating and shaping the complex drama of the 
coastal landform. 
 
This stretch of coast has been designated an Area of Panoramic Quality by Argyll and Bute 
Council. 
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10.11.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Macharioch Bay to New Orleans 

 
Maritime influences, 
experience from the sea 
 

This is an expansive seascape, as it borrows heavily from the Outer Firth which 
widens rapidly at the lower reaches of the Kilbrannan Sound. Looking north, the 
sea is more contained, and the Sound funnels into the distance, but south and 
east the vastness of the sea dominates, and the consequent rapid changes in 
light, sense of exposure and the constant beating of the waves on the shore 
reinforces the maritime setting.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 
 

Fishing boats, sailing boats, MOD vessels and larger commercial ships can be 
seen travelling to and from Campbeltown Loch, but they generally head out to the 
more open navigational channels.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The outward curve of this coast swings round the eastern flank of the Mull of 
Kintyre. It is dominated by the massive worn faces and slumped deposits of the 
sandstone raised beach, which form a complex tiers of cliffs above a narrow, 
shingle and rock shoreline. The dramatic, precipitous edge falls sharply away from 
elevated fields. Access down to the shore is consequently difficult from the land, 
but would be accessible and challenging to explore from a sea kayak. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The hinterland topography is characterised by complex folds and undulations 
alternating with more gentle sloping land. It reflects the deposit layers and worn 
surface of the old red sandstone, and supports green grassland fields which 
extend right to the edge of the cliff tops. The cliff faces are generally unimproved 
grassland with bracken and some scrub and whin. There are occasional conifer 
woodlands which struggle to thrive in the exposure. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

There is only one house (at Johnston’s Point) on the immediate coast, with very 
occasional farms and other buildings set well inland, often tucked into shallow 
valleys or the lea of sheltering low hills, overlooking the coast. Most are located 
close to the narrow minor road which also sits well back from the coast except for 
a short stretch south of Achinhoan. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

The whole coast is a dramatic feature because of the shapley forms and height of 
the cliffs.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This is a secluded and often remote stretch of coast, more so if accessed by kayak 
along the shoreline, where the influence from the farmed hinterland is removed. 
Remoteness is emphasised by the sense of exposure and difficulty of the terrain. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The fine forms and height of the cliffs and the integrity of this coastline, which is 
unified by the consistent presence of the cliffs formed by the old red sandstone 
geology combine to create a striking coastline. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

There are elevated views along the tops of the cliffs from the road and the 
occasional more accessible headland, including long views along the coast. 
Otherwise, the key view is from the sea, where high points and taller cliffs stand 
out. There are also views towards Sanda Island from the southern sections of this 
coast, and towards Davaar island from the northern stretches. 
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10.11.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Macharioch Bay to New Orleans 

 
Off shore development  

Some sensitivity 
The drama of these cliffs, their striking forms and the secluded, at times remote, 
character are key constraints, although the scale and openness of the expansive 
sea setting is likely to absorb smaller lowlying offshore development, especially 
where it is set further out to sea. Stretches of sea where development may be 
tucked in closer to the shore are less visible from the public road are also 
visually less sensitive, although the coast is explored by kayakers which is a key 
sensitivity.  Taller structures will be more visually intrusive.  

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
This coast is largely unsettled, and scope for buildings is limited by the sense of 
seclusion and the dominance of natural processes, both of which are key 
characteristics of this coast. Skylines and the cliff edge are especially sensitive 
and clearly exposed – existing buildings are tucked well into the lea of 
pronounced hills and outcrops 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
The drama of these cliffs, their striking forms and the secluded, at times remote, 
character are key constraints. Tall structures would diminish the vertical scale of 
the cliffs, and other infrastructure may impinge upon the diversity of landform on 
the immediate hinterland which is a key characteristic. The tiered form of the 
raised beach, including the its skyline and headlands, are especially sensitive to 
structures as viewed from land and sea. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
Changes in land management are unlikely to affect the appreciation of the coast, 
although care should be taken to retain views from sections of the public road. 

 
10.11.3 Macharioch Bay to New Orleans: Opportunities and guidance 

• The area is remote and largely undeveloped, with dramatic vertical cliff faces 
and complex topography, the character of which could be easily compromised 
by any built development. 

• New agricultural buildings should be sited where they can be tucked against 
higher landform, away from skylines and the immediate cliff edge 

• The skyline of the raised beaches and striking cliffs is sensitive to masts and 
other built features, including buildings, when viewed from land and sea 

• There are few opportunities to access this coast from land, which could offer a 
fine and dramatic coastal walk 

• New woodland planting should avoid obscuring views from the road 
• Avoid siting buildings or other structures between the road and the sea if 

possible.  
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10.11.4  Macharioch Bay to New Orleans: Photographs 
 

 
The topography is complex, with tiers and slumps in the 
landform – the farms are set well back from the coast and 
sheltered in the lee of landform 
 

 
The cliffs are steep, plummeting to the narrow shore 

 
The elevated cliff tops offer expansive panoramic views, 
here to South Ayrshire and Galloway 

 
Views along the coast to the north begin to pick up Island 
Davaar 
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10.12 New Orleans to Campbeltown Loch 
This very short stretch of coast is a lowlying terrace backed by a raised beach which 
overlooks both Davaar island and the more open Firth between Kintyre and southern Arran.   
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10.12.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 New Orleans to Campbeltown Loch 

 
Maritime influences, 
experience from the sea 
 

This rocky shoreline fronts onto the more expansive stretch of Firth – it faces the 
southern coast of Arran as it curves rapidly east, and the sense of vastness of the 
Outer Firth is beginning to more be apparent from this point south. This expanse 
forms the seaward setting of Davaar island, which is the focal point in views from 
the sea and the coast. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 
 

This is a relatively busy stretch of sea, with fishing boats, sailing boats, MOD 
vessels and larger commercial ships transporting goods into Campbeltown Loch. 
However, they do not come close to shore, as the access to the Loch is around 
the northern side of the island. 
In addition, there is a shellfish farm in Kildalliog Bay, just south of Davaar island. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is almost continuously built up with a sea wall, which rises up from a 
narrow, rocky beach. The south facing aspect of Davaar island is a striking cliff 
which encloses a narrow, shallow very tidal straight, leading to the causeway. 
 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The hinterland topography is characterised by a pronounced raised beach, 
separated from the coast by fields. The fields are divided by stone walls and there 
are extensive areas of policy woodland, which thrives on this sheltered leeward 
side of the loch. These provide the setting for the estate of Killdaliog. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

This stretch of coast is dominated by the estate land and buildings of Kildalliog 
with the house the focal point. The narrow coastal road, framed by stone walls, 
overlooks the rocky shoreline. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

Davaar island and its causeway are the main features and focal points. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no experience of isolated coast on this stretch of coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The height of Davaar is dramatic, and the slightly surreal experience of walking 
across the causeway, through the sea, is a particular feature of the loch. In 
addition, the fine policy woodland and the stonewalls of Kildalliog estate contribute 
to the setting of the island and wider attractiveness of this stretch of coast. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views to island Davaar are at their most dramatic on this southern approach, as 
the cliffs rear out of the sea.  The narrow coast road offers fine views, which are 
also available from the sea. 
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10.12.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 New Orleans to Campbeltown Loch 

 
Off shore development  

High sensitivity 
The setting of Davaar island is a key sensitivity and while lowlying structures are 
unlikely to intrude (shellfish lines for example), and taller structures will interrupt 
key views and diminish the sense of the height of the cliffs. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
While a small amount of additional settlement may be accommodated in the 
hinterland of this coast, where the siting and design is likely to be a key 
sensitivity  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
This relatively undeveloped stretch of coast is highly visible and forms the 
foreground to views of the dramatic southern face of Davaar island. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The policy woodland is an attractive feature and sensitive to poorly sited 
development, as are the stone walls 

 
10.12.3 New Orleans to Campbeltown Loch: Opportunities and guidance 

• The setting and visual focus of Davaar island is a key factor when exploring 
siting and design options for any new development on this loch 

• Avoid siting development between the road and the coast 
• Any new housing should be sited back against the raised beach, and careful 

size and design would be required to reflect the ‘estate’ character of this area. 
• Avoid siting large scale development, including tall masts and infrastructure 

where it might impact on this coast, especially sensitive are the skylines of the 
raised beach and the setting of Davaar island and Kildalliog house 

• Estate policy woodland and stone walls are a particular feature which adds to 
the quality of the landscape, and their retention and management should be 
encouraged  
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10.12.4 New Orleans to Campbeltown Loch: Photographs 
 

 
Island Davaar is a visual focus all along this stretch of 
coast – here viewed from the south 
 

 
The sandy shingle beach set against the KIlbrannan 
Sound 

 
The sloping pastures are set back from the coast, and the 
road extends close to the coast, separated from the shore 
by the wall 

 
Mature broadleaved trees feature in the hinterland 
policies 
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10.13 Campbeltown Loch 
This deeply indented sea loch frames the striking profile of the island of Davaar and is 
largely surrounded by developed coast, including the substantial settlement and harbour of 
Campbeltown. This is a relatively busy stretch of sea, with activity associated with the 
sheltered port and MOD jetty.  
 
Campbeltown is assessed separately in the next section. 
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10.13.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Campbeltown Loch 

 
Maritime influences, 
experience from the sea 
 

This enclosed and sheltered loch is largely ‘cut off’ from the sea by the tidal island 
of Davaar, which rises to 115m and appears to enclose the mouth of the loch. This 
significantly reduces the scale of this loch, as there is little inter-visibility with the 
more expansive lower reaches of Kilbrannan Sound. Nevertheless, there is a 
sense of ‘gateway’ entering the loch around the north side of the island, reinforcing 
the marked transition from the Sound. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 
 

This is a busy stretch of sea, with fishing boats, sailing boats and larger 
commercial ships transporting goods such as timber and – in the future – parts for 
wind turbines – as well as MOD vessels using this sheltered sealoch.  
 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The mainland coast is almost continuously defended by a sea wall above a 
narrow, sometimes rocky but often shingle beach. There are occasional stretches 
of sand and most of the shore is accessible, with the main exception of the MOD 
complex and an extensive landfill site. There is a large area of reclaimed land and 
abandoned works at Treach Point on the northern coast.  
The most striking feature is the shingle causeway, the Dhorlin, to island Davaar, 
which allows access across the sea at low tide. This intriguing island has striking 
cliffs facing the sea. It is inhabited by goats, and there are a number of caves as 
well as a Stevenson lighthouse. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The hinterland topography is characterised by raised beaches on both sides of the 
loch, which sit back from the shore line, separated from the coast by fields. Policy 
woodland extends along the south side of the loch, and steeper slopes between 
the level fields are clothed with whin, scrub and broadleaved woodland. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

Larger industrial buildings, associated with the landfill site and the MOD, are 
located on level platforms on the coast, and there is an out of town commercial 
estate and a large school on the northern side of the loch. Otherwise settlement is 
limited to the outer edges of Campbeltown, which becomes more fragmented as it 
merges with smaller villages such as Kilferran. Farms and estate houses are 
located on higher slopes, usually associated with watercourses. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

Davaar island and its causeway are the main features and focal points in this loch. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no experience of isolated coast on this stretch of coast which is well 
settled and busy.  

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The height of Davaar is dramatic, and the slightly surreal experience of walking 
across the causeway, through the sea, is a particular feature of the loch.  

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views from the coast to island Davaar are at their most dramatic on arrival at the 
loch, although views form Campbeltown to the island allow the sides of the loch to 
frame the view. Views from the causeway and island are also important – it is a 
popular visitor attraction. 

 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 10 Lower Firth of Clyde (West) 
 

55 

10.13.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Campbeltown Loch 

 
Off shore development  

High sensitivity 
The entrance into and approach to the loch, which has a pronounced sense of 
arrival, as well as the setting of Davaar island, are key sensitivities to off shore 
development. A key sensitivity is the amount of loch space which should be 
occupied by structures, relative to the undeveloped loch surface, and this may 
be a limiting factor to new development. New and different types of off shore 
development may create cumulative visual effects or clutter alongside existing 
off shore development.  

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
This is a relatively well settled coast, with a scattered pattern of development 
largely located close to the raised beach. The setting of historic buildings is a 
sensitivity. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
This loch already supports several large scale coastal infrastructure 
developments, including the MOD jetty and the landfill site, within what is a 
relatively small area. As a result, the siting, size and type of buildings and 
structures are a key consideration in future design, as there is a danger that the 
shoreline could become fragmented and cluttered with different sizes and styles 
of development 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The policy woodland is an attractive feature and sensitive to poorly sited 
development 

 
10.13.3 Campbeltown Loch: Opportunities and guidance 

• The setting and visual focus of Davaar Island is a key factor when exploring 
siting and design options for any new development on this loch 

• Aim to avoid clutter through careful integration of size and design of any new 
features within the loch and coast – there is a need to take into account 
existing development – and by creating much more robust planting proposals 
for existing and new development to create a more unified setting for large 
structures. 

• Any redevelopment of the abandoned land at Treach point of the coast should 
take into account its location as the transition between the more built up inner 
loch and more rural outer loch. 

• Avoid siting large scale development, including tall masts and infrastructure 
between the road and the sea at the mouth of the loch, and where it might 
intrude into the sense of arrival into the loch form the sea and the setting of 
Davaar Island and its the causeway – the setting of the island includes the 
adjacent mainland peninsulas and stretches of neighbouring coast 

• Estate policy woodland is a particular feature which adds to the quality of the 
landscape, and its retention and management should be encouraged 
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10.13.4 Campbeltown Loch: Photographs 
 

 
The loch is contained, and hosts a busy harbour 
 

 
The spit which connects Davaar Island to mainland 
Kintyre 
 

 
The south facing cliffs of Davaar Island   

The landfill site sits tucked against rising land on the 
northern shore of the loch 
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10.14 Campbeltown  
Campbeltown sits at the head of the natural harbour of Campebeltown Loch, and was 
established in the 17th century. Coal mining, salt mining, herring and salmon fishing 
prospered, and the quays encouraged good access links to Glasgow and the west coast of 
Ayrshire. Only in the 19th century did the distilleries for which is it is now famous become the 
economic mainstay of the town.  
 
Today the town has expanded around the head of the loch focussed around a number of 
quays, including the new quay which is currently under refurbishment. As it is the last safe 
anchorage before heading west round the Mull of Kintyre on the long voyage to Gigha, it is 
still a popular and important base for sailing yachts. 
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10.14.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Campbeltown 

 
Maritime influences, 
experience from the sea 
 

Campbeltown curves round the head of a well indented, east facing sea loch. It 
overlooks the length of the loch, which is further contained by Davaar island, which 
looms at the mouth of the loch forming a visual focus. This well sheltered loch is 
often calm relative to the Sound.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 
 

Campbeltown has a busy harbour, with commercial shipping, fishing boats, sailing 
boats and nearby the MOD jetty the focus of much maritime activity. There are a 
number of other facilities, including moorings at the Old and New quays and a 
pontoon for temporary mooring of smaller sailing boats. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The long indented sweep of the coast is entirely contained by stone sea defences, 
including a long reach of stone set shoreline against which the tide rises and falls. 
The wall is topped by stone walls or railings, which again extend around the whole 
of the shoreline. While some of these, most notably on the south side of the town 
along Kilkerran Road, where they back onto a fine grass park, are in good 
condition, in the centre of the town, along the esplanade and around the harbour, 
there is a disparate and often poorly maintained mixture of railings and other hard 
landscape works. In addition, there is an extensive build up of litter on the loch 
surface and lying along the stone defences, where it has been stranded by the 
tide. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The hinterland topography is characterised by rising slopes which contain a flat 
hinterland of silted up alluvial deposit which extends west to Machrahanish bay. 
Farmland reaches to the edge of the settlement, and there is conifer woodland on 
the steeper north facing slopes to the south. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

There are many fine villas directly overlooking the loch, at the edge of a town 
which reaches back into the hinterland on all sides. The esplanade, at the head of 
the loch, backs onto a large swathe of open mown grassland, which features the 
war memorial and a more recent municipal building.  
A striking feature is the mown grassland, and the consistent presence of palm 
trees along Hall Street esplanade and Kilkerran Road.  
A further feature is the large number of well established and large stature 
broadleaved trees in the generous gardens to both the north and south of the loch, 
which create a well wooded setting for the town. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

There are a number of landmark features, including the war memorial, which is 
eye-catching in part because of its prominent location at the head of the loch, but 
also because of the space around it, and the spires of the churches which rise 
above other buildings in the town.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no experience of isolated coast on this stretch of coast which is built up 
and busy.  

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The wooded character of the town, the unifying element of the fine villas which 
extend around most of the town frontage and the sense of bustle around the 
harbour are attractive qualities. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views from the esplanade and shoreline pavements are very important, and views 
to and from the war memorial, which is a visual focus both from the land and the 
sea. Views from the town along the loch tend to focus on Davaar Island.   
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10.14.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Campbeltown 

 
Off shore development  

High sensitivity 
A key sensitivity is the amount of loch space which should be occupied by 
structures, relative to the undeveloped loch surface, and this may be a limiting 
factor to new development. New and different types of off shore development 
may create cumulative visual effects or clutter alongside existing off shore 
development.  

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
This is a well settled coast, with a clear pattern of development overlooking the 
coast. The settings of historic buildings, and especially the war memorial, are 
sensitive and development should respect the existing urban structure. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
This loch already supports several large scale coastal infrastructure 
developments, including the busy harbours and pontoon and the nearby MOD 
jetty, within what is a relatively small area. As a result, the siting, size and type of 
buildings and structures are a key consideration in future design, as there is a 
danger that the shoreline could become fragmented and cluttered with different 
sizes and styles of development 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The mature broadleaved trees are an attractive feature in the large gardens, and 
the repeated use of palm trees is idiosyncratic but distinctive. 

 
10.14.3 Campbeltown: Opportunities and guidance 

• There is much need of investment to upgrade the hard landscape works along 
the esplanade and around the harbour area, to improve the seaward setting 
of this town (It is noted that the Argyll and Bute CHORD12 study aims to do 
just this.) 

• There is a particular problem with litter in this loch, which may be from the 
landfill site to the east. There is an unattractive build up along the shoreline 
around Campbeltown, particularly around the harbour. 

• Avoid siting large scale development, including tall masts and infrastructure 
close to the coast outwith the harbour area if possible 

                                                
12 http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/chord/chord-background-reports-campbeltown 
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10.14.4 Campbeltown: Photographs 
 

 
The settlement overlooks the loch 
 

 
On the southern shore, there are villas and well 
maintained grassland 
 

 
Davaar Island at the mouth of Campbeltown Loch, viewed 
from Campbeltown  

 
Part of the harbour is under redevelopment, offering 
opportunity to upgrade the hard landscape works 
 

 
Railings here could do with a lick of paint   

There is a lot of litter at the head of this bay 
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10.15  Campbeltown Loch to Port na Cuile 
This often rocky coast overlooks the southern, lower reaches of Kilbrannan Sound which is 
correspondingly wider here than it is to the north. In addition, the sea merges with the more 
expansive Firth to the south. The very irregular, small scale and diverse coast includes 
larger south facing bays sheltered by pronounced Points, alternating with longer stretches of 
coast heavily indented with many smaller east facing bays and a scattering of tiny islands 
and rocky outcrops. It is the most indented and irregular coast in the whole of the Firth. 
 
This stretch of coast has been designated an Area of Panoramic Quality by Argyll and Bute 
Council. 
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10.15.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Campbeltown Loch to Port na Cuile 

 
Maritime influences, 
experience from the sea 
 

Travelling through the Kilbrannan Sound, the width of the channel varies, and at 
this point, there is a perceptible narrowing of the width of the Sound when 
travelling north from Campbeltown Loch.  While the sense of expanse and 
openness is clearly experienced to the south, the containment created by the 
proximity of the coasts of Kintyre and Arran as the Sound narrows limits the sense 
of the open sea travelling north. This stretch of sea can be exposed, with winds 
being funnelled along the length of the channel. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 
 

This well indented coast offers a range of anchorages, including the very sheltered 
harbour at Carradale, Carradale Bay and Torrisdale Bay, and further south, both 
Saddell Bay and Kildonan Bay offer temporary anchorages. In addition, large 
ships, including occasional container ships, travel through the centre of Kilbrannan 
Sound, and small fishing boats can be seen closer to shore. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

This is a long, very irregular and rocky coast. It is the most indented and intricate 
stretch of long coastline in the Firth, with numerous bays and rocky out crops, 
islets and pronounced headlands creating a complex and often small scale coast 
set against the larger backdrop of the Sound. A particular feature is the south 
facing Carradale and Saddell bays with their sweeping sandy beaches.  
There are also occasional sheltered stoney beaches and salt marsh adding to 
diversity. The coast is not difficult to access, as it is never far from the road, but it 
is easiest where settlement is close to the shore, or where parking is provided to 
access the beach or a feature. The Kintyre Way follows the B842 north of Saddell. 
It would be accessible and interesting to explore from a sea kayak. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The hinterland topography is often irregular and complex, with small knolly 
landforms and coastal platforms alternating with higher rocky headlands. 
Unimproved grassland dominates, but there are small patches of woodland and 
more extensive policies associated with estates at Carradale and Saddell bays  

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

Scattered but consistently present settlement extends along this entire stretch of 
coast. There are occasional small settlement villages, but mostly the area is dotted 
with dispersed farms and single houses, set back from the shore for the most part, 
but often tucked against small outcrops of landform. The most sheltered bays area 
focus for settlement which then can be found closer to the shore. 
There are numerous historic and archaeological features, including standing 
stones and forts, for example at Kildonan Point and Carradale Point, a fine broch 
at Kildonan, WWII look outs and castles, including Saddell castle and Torrisdale. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

There are a number of landmark features, including the natural landmarks of the 
headlands which create distinct Points, the expansive bays and the more 
prominent castles and houses, such as Saddell House and Carradale House. The 
best preserved archaeological features are also locally significant landmarks. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no experience of isolated coast on this stretch of coast which is well 
settled and busy. The sense of seclusion is also very limited to the most 
inaccessible stretches of coast, which are relatively short. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The complex and intricate coastline, the variety of shoreline and coastal features, 
fine beaches and the range of historic and archaeological features create a coast 
of strong integrity and a distinctive character. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views from the elevated B842, from the accessible archaeological and historic 
features, the bays and the many anchorages along this coast are all important. 
Views are often out to sea, but also along the intricate and indented coastline, 
sometimes seen in profile against the sea, as well as to more distant features such 
as the northern hills of Arran and south to a very distant Ailsa Craig. Views from 
the sea reach up the deep glens of Glen Lusa, Saddell Glen and Carradale. 
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10.15.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Campbeltown Loch to Port na Cuile 

 
Off shore development  

Very high sensitivity 
This is a small scale and complex stretch of coast which is very overlooked. 
There are a number of key features, including significant historic and 
archaeological sites, which increases sensitivity to development as their setting 
includes the seaward outlook. Although the sea becomes progressively more 
expansive to the south, structures would have to be located well out to sea, and 
be lowlying, to limit their impact on the coastline. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
This is a relatively well settled coast, with a scattered pattern of development 
and while the setting of historic and archaeological sites is very sensitive to 
development, as are accessible bays, there is likely to be scope for well sited 
and designed buildings to be accommodated within the hinterland of this coast 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
The small scale of the coast and its complex, indented shape, increase 
sensitivity to large scale development and any structures which would dominate 
the small bays and low profile of the landform. The wealth of archaeological, 
historic and natural features further increases the sensitivity of this coast. There 
may be scope for domestically scaled small piers and jetties in settled areas. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
Changes to land management are unlikely to affect the experience of the coast 
or the seascape. 

 
10.15.3 Campbeltown Loch to Port na Cuile: Opportunities and guidance 

• The complex and intricate shape of this stretch of coast limits the location and 
size of coastal and off shore developments, and any small jetties or piers 
should be located in the settled bays and inlets, and be small enough to relate 
to the domestic scale of housing or other small buildings 

• Avoid siting large scale development, including tall masts and infrastructure 
where it might impact on this small scale and complex coast, especially 
between the road and the sea 

• The setting of numerous features, including popular bays, prominent 
headlands and Points, archaeological sites, historic buildings and policy 
woodlands, should be maintained and where necessary enhanced 
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10.15.4 Campbeltown Loch to Port na Cuile: Photographs 
 

 
The coast alternates peninsulas and bays, as seen here 
from the broch site at Kildonan 
 

 
More recent world war historic site overlooking this 
irregular coast 
 

 
Carradale Bay from Carradale Point  

 
Saddell Bay from an elevated viewpoint 
 

 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 10 Lower Firth of Clyde (West) 
 

65 

10.16  Port na Cuile to Port Raoin Mhor 
This gently rocky shoreline and the corresponding coast on Arran provide well defined 
containment to the northern reaches of the Kilbrannan Sound, which is at its narrowest along 
this stretch. The extensive woodland limits access from the land. But from the sea views 
focus on the north Arran hills, and this stretch of water forms a key component of their 
setting, providing unencumbered foreground space which is a foil to the rugged verticality of 
the peaks. 
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10.16.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Port na Cuile to Port Raoin Mhor 

 
Maritime influences, 
experience from the sea 
 

Kilbrannan Sound is at its most narrow as it passes between the steep slopes and 
enclosure provided by the hills of Arran to the east and this steep wooded 
headland. This stretch of water can be very exposed, with the wind funnelling 
through the Sound, but the enclosure limits the experience of open sea, the 
impression of the seascape being more akin to a sea loch. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 
 

Small fishing or prawn boats frequent the Sound and container ships travel further 
off shore. Sailing boats may come close to shore, but generally sail past on their 
way to and from the sheltered harbour at Carradale. 
There is a single fin fish farm aligned parallel to a regular stretch of wooded 
coastline. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

This is a long and rocky coast, which has straight sections of shoreline broken by 
occasional more irregular bays enclosed by rocky outcrops. The coast is backed 
by steep rising ground which is extensively wooded with commercial conifers. 
Access is relatively limited, although an elevated waymarked forest walk from 
Carradale and forest tracks permit views across the sea and along the coast.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Steep slopes rise directly from a narrow shore, and are almost completely covered 
with commercial forest, managed by the Forestry Commission.  

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

There is no settlement along this stretch of coast, although it is partially overlooked 
by the settlement of Carradale/Port na Cuile from the south. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

There are no significant coastal landmarks. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no experience of isolated coast on this stretch of coast. There is some 
sense of seclusion, but the sense of remoteness is limited by the presence of the 
fin fish farm and the commercial operations which take place in the forest. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

There were no exceptional aesthetic qualities identified along this coast. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views along the coast from the neighbouring Port na Cuile focus on the oblique 
views to northern Arran, as do views from the elevated stretches of forest road and 
waymarked access routes. 
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10.16.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Port na Cuile to Port Raoin Mhor 

 
Off shore development  

Some sensitivity 
This stretch of coast is not highly visible, and the key sensitivity is views to Arran 
from the elevated waymarked forest tracks and from the popular sailing 
channels. Views from Port na Cille focus also focus on the Arran peaks. Both 
low-lying and tall structures would intrude into these views and this is a key 
sensitivity.  

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
There is no settlement along this coast at present, but the key constraint is likely 
to be the potential impact of roads and building platforms on the steep slopes. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
This stretch of coast is not highly visible, and the key sensitivity is views from the 
elevated waymarked forest tracks. However, views from the sea and from Port 
na Cille focus on the Arran peaks. Very tall structures and large scale 
developments could intrude into these views or detract from their visual focus 
and impact on the scale of the narrow reach of the Sound, especially if sited 
close to the coast. This is a key sensitivity. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
Changes to land management are unlikely to affect the experience of the coast 
or the seascape. 

 
10.16.3 Port na Cuile to Port Raoin Mhor: Opportunities and guidance 

• Low profile offshore structures could be accommodated if they do not intrude 
into views to north Arran from the land or from the main sailing channels. 
They should be located close to the wooded coast. Siting should take into 
account the elevated views from the forest tracks, and structures should 
therefore be aligned to reflect the shape of the coastline from these 
viewpoints 

• Future forest plans should take into account views of Arran from elevated 
waymarked access routes 
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10.16.4  Port na Cuile to Port Raoin Mhor: Photographs 
 

 
Carradale is clustered above Port na Cuile 
 

 
The steep wooded slopes reach down to a rocky 
shoreline 
 

 
The fin fish farm off the coast north of Carradale  

 
There are fine views to north Arran – although sometimes 
 The weather limits visibility 
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10.17  Port Raoin Mhor to Sgeir Bhuidhe 
This long coastal character area and the corresponding coast on Arran provide well defined  
containment to the northern reaches of the Kilbrannan Sound, which is at its narrowest along 
this stretch. This northern coastal arc of Kintyre swings round the Sound, and has a strong 
visual relationship with northern Arran. Views from the sea, as well as from Kintyre, focus on 
the peaks of the North Arran NSA and this stretch of water forms a key component of their 
setting, providing unencumbered foreground space which is a foil to the rugged verticality of 
the peaks.  
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10.17.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Port Raoin Mhor to Sgeir Bhuidhe 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Kilbrannan Sound is at its most narrow as it passes between the steep slopes and 
enclosure provided by the hills of Arran to the east and these low hills of northern 
Kintyre to the west. The Sound can be very exposed, but the surrounding land 
mass limits the experience of open sea, the impression of the seascape being 
more akin to a sea loch. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

The shallow reaches of Skipness Bay limit opportunities for safe anchorages, but 
in northerly winds, temporary anchorages can be found south of the Point13. 
Grogport offers more shelter, and there are visitors’ moorings at the hotel14. In 
addition, small fishing boats frequent the Sound and container ships travel further 
off shore. The Lochranza to Cloanaig ferry also crosses the Sound in this 
character area. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

This irregular coastline is heavily indented with numerous small bays alternating 
with steeper convex slopes and raised beaches. There are long sections of rocky 
and fragmented shoreline, broken by shingle beaches with a long reach of sandy 
bay at Skipness. 
There is a consistent pattern of sheltered, accessible settled bays alternating with 
more exposed low headlands which are generally difficult to access and wooded, 
except at Cnoc Dubh, where public access through the oakwoods is provided. 
The Kintyre Way follows the minor road to Skipness form Cloanaig. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The hinterland of steep slopes is generally poor quality wet grassland and 
extensive areas of semi-natural woodland. However, around more sheltered bays 
and in more fertile areas, strongly associated with alluvial outwash, there are 
pasture fields, with some policy woodland at Skipness and Cour. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

A consistently recurring settlement pattern characterises this coast, with 
settlement situated on bays and small alluvial fans at the mouths of rivers.   
The largest settlements – Skipness and Grogport – nestle low around the coast in 
the sheltered lee of headlands. Other settlements are loosely clustered around 
similarly sheltered bays, often, but not always, set back from the coast.  
The B842 sits close to the coast on the most settled bays, otherwise it is set back 
from the coast, often elevated as it crosses over the low headlands. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Skipness Castle, built largely in the 12th an 13th centuries is a landmark feature 
commanding Skipness promontory. Skipness Point is also a striking feature, 
especially from the sea. The Skipness kirkyard and buildings at Cour are of more 
local interest. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This stretch of coast is surprisingly secluded, sometimes even remote in character, 
where the extensive wooded shoreline ‘cuts’ the coast off from the hinterland. 
However, these are relatively short stretches of coast and this is too settled an 
area to be an isolated coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The integrity of the coastal oakwoods and the irregularity and diversity of the 
shoreline are attractive features 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

There are excellent views of the northern Arran hills (lying within the NSA) from 
this side of the Sound and the coast. The hills seem nearer than they are, and the 
narrowness of the channel seem to emphasise their height. Key viewpoints 
include the B842 which is often elevated, the settlements, Skipness Castle (the 
tower is accessible) and the coast at the Cnoc Dubh oakwoods, as well as the 
ferry and sailing boats from within the Sound. 

 

                                                
13 Clyde Cruising Club, CCC Sailing Directions and Anchorages ‘Firth of Clyde including Solway Firth and North 
Channel’, ed. Edward Mason, 2011, Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson Ltd. 
14 ibid 
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10.17.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Port Raoin Mhor to Sgeir Bhuidhe 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
This irregular coastline is often intricate and diverse, with offshore islands, many 
small bays and rocky outcrops reducing the scale of the coastline. A key 
sensitivity is the fine panoramic views to the north Arran NSA and generally high 
level of overlook. Nevertheless, there are some stretches of wooded shoreline 
which are more regular in shape, and where it may be possible to site small 
scale low lying structures very close to the shore which do not intrude into views 
of Arran or along the coast from key viewpoints. 

 
Settlement 

Some sensitivity 
There is a very clear settlement pattern, and the main sensitivity is the location 
of new housing, which should maintain the relationship between the sheltered 
bays and settlement. Settlement between the road and the sea should be 
avoided where possible.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
For the most part, the seclusion and semi-natural character of the undeveloped 
stretches of coast would be compromised and diminished by additional 
structures, including masts and turbines, roads and associated traffic and other 
infrastructure. There may be scope for some small scale coastal development 
associated with the settlements, including small jetties and piers, but the bays 
with which they are associated are too small in size to accommodate large scale 
development and infrastructure. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The expansion of semi natural woodland would not detract from the aesthetic 
qualities or semi-natural character of this stretch of coast. 

 
10.17.3 Port Raoin Mhor to Sgeir Bhuidhe: Opportunities and guidance 

• Views to the Arran mountains and the NSA from the sea and the land, which 
are particularly spectacular, are likely to be compromised by poorly sited on 
shore or off shore development which detracts from this visual drama and 
focus. 

• There is a very clear and unambiguous settlement pattern along this coast, 
which should be respected in any future development. Settlement is strongly 
associated with a series of key, sheltered bays. 

• Avoid siting buildings or other structures between the road and the sea.  
• Tall structures, including masts, are likely to be inappropriate along this coast, 

where they are likely to intrude into the setting of views of the north Arran hills 
from the B842. 
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10.17.4  Port Raoin Mhor to Sgeir Bhuidhe: Photographs 
 

 
There are fine views to north Arran across Kilbrannan 
Sound; the simple uncluttered surface of the sea acts as a 
foil to the rugged scenery 
 

 
A view south along the coast from an elevated viewpoint 
 

 
A low level view to Skipness Point   

Semi- natural woodland along the coast 
 
 
 


