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5 LOCH LONG  
Loch Long extends northwards from the Head of the Firth of Clyde from Strone Point on the 
western shore and Barons Point on the eastern shore of the loch. The loch is nearly 15 miles 
long, becoming ever more enclosed and steep sided as it reaches back into the rugged 
mountains of eastern Argyll towards Arrochar.  
 
Existing on-shore development is irregularly distributed, with long sections of steep sided 
coast difficult to access. Massive structures associated with MOD infrastructure at Coulport, 
and the oil terminal at Finnart contrast with narrow, often linear settlements at Cove, 
Ardentinny, Blairmore and at the head of the loch at Arrochar.  
 
No existing fish farms have been identified on the loch. The large developments at Finnart 
oil terminal and infrastructure associated with the MOD, includes exposed rockfaces to 
create new roads, large hangars and fuel depots, as well as piers and other coastal 
infrastructure. There is a considerable amount of forestry on the glen sides. 
 
There are a number of moorings and temporary anchorages within the loch, and it is ‘free 
from natural hazards, apart from squalls in strong winds, but being a Dockyard Port much of 
the loch is subject to restrictions’1. Oil tankers and MOD vessels as well as recreation craft 
frequent the water.  
 
The western shores of Loch Long, from Strone Point to the head of the loch and Arrochar, lie 
within the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park. The loch therefore forms a marine 
‘gateway’ to the Park. 
 
Part of the western shore of Loch Long has been designated an Area of Panoramic Quality 
by Argyll and Bute Council.  
 
For the purposes of this study, Loch Long, shown on Map 3, has been further subdivided 
into eight coastal character areas, each of which have been mapped separately: 
 

• Strone Point to north of Blairmore 
• North of Blairmore to Shepherd’s Point 
• Shepherd’s Point to Coilessan 
• Coilessan to Ardgartan 
• Head of Loch Long 
• Tighness to Finnart oil terminal 
• Finnart oil terminal to Coulport 
• Coulport to Barons Point 

                                                
1 Clyde Cruising Club, CCC Sailing Directions and Anchorages ‘Firth of Clyde including Solway Firth and North 
Channel’, ed. Edward Mason, 2011, Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson Ltd. 
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5.1 Overview of conclusions 
Loch Long (the word ‘long’ is Gaelic for ‘ship’) extends inland for 15 miles and ranges in 
width from 2.5 km at its mouth to less than 1km wide at its upper reaches. It extends deep 
into the peaked mountains of Argyll, and is characterised by almost continuous steep sided 
slopes, which for the large part are mostly forested, creating a high degree of enclosure 
which can be almost fjord like in places, especially north of Couport/Shepherds Point.  
 
The coastline is generally regular, with subtle bays and small promontories. As a result, 
when there is a more significant coastal feature – such as the bay at Ardentinny, or one of 
the key promontories, such as Ardgartan, they are conspicuous features. There are mud 
flats exposed at the head of the loch at low tide, but elsewhere the tidal reach is quite 
narrow.  
 
The loch is not well settled overall, with any settlement largely forming a narrow line or spot 
features along the edge of the shore, tiny in relation to the height of the hillsides.  The 
exception is the sheer size of the developments at Coulport and the Finnart Oil terminal 
mean that they have significant visual impact, reducing the potential for seclusion and 
isolated coast, which is most apparent on the west coast between Shepherd’s Point and 
Coilessan. This stretch of coast is almost entirely accessible only on foot, or bicycle. 
 
Key issues which should be considered when assessing the landscape and visual 
implications of development in Loch Long include: 

• The experience from the sea, which reveals the loch in sequence, which is very 
different from the road network, which tends to only permit experience of the loch in 
disconnected fragments 

• The visual importance of the few significant promontories on the loch, which should 
be taken into account in future development and forest management proposals 

• The potential for expanded access, possibly the extension of alternative loops from 
the Cowal way, along the coast using forest tracks 

• The detail which creates diversity of experience in this long loch, such as the policy 
woodlands between Coilessan and Ardgartan, and the green alluvial fans 

• The relationship between settlements (often small ones) and alluvial fans, which is a 
key feature of settlement pattern in this area 

• The potential for visual clutter if additional development onshore or offshore is sited 
near to the existing Coulport or Finnart oil terminal developments 

• The village of Arrochar would benefit from a careful audit and detail design strategy 
which would improve the quality of the built environment and establish a design brief 
for future development or redevelopment. 

• The landscape and visual potential for off shore fish farms which could be aligned 
along this regular coasts, back-dropped against the forested shoreline. 

• The need to maintain and where possible enhance the hard landscape detailing 
along the accessible sea walls in the settlements which will consolidate a high quality 
experience of the coast in the settled areas 
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5.2 Strone Point to north of Blairmore 
This end of Loch Long curves into the peninsula leading to Strone Point. The mouth of Loch 
Long becomes wider and more strongly associated with the head of the Firth of Clyde at this 
point, with the scale of the seascape becoming more expansive further south. The loch is 
contained by low relief and gently graded slopes on the eastern shore, and steeper slopes 
on the western side. 
 
This coastal character area lies within the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park. 
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5.2.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Strone Point to north of Blairmore 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This part of the coast contributes to the ‘gateway’ to Loch Long and is therefore a 
transitional point for marine users. The expanse of the sea reinforces the maritime 
setting, increasing a sense of exposure and openness.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is recreational as well as MOD and oil tanker activity, and anchorages at 
Blairmore. The Waverley still calls in at the fine wooden pier with its small ticket 
house during the summer period. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline faces east and is regular, with a narrow shingle foreshore backed by 
a high concrete retaining wall which supports the coast road (A880). The tidal 
reach is limited. It has a strongly urban character, although a short stretch of street 
trees create a tenuous sense of ‘promenade’, and the wooden pier is a feature. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Steep forested slopes rise directly behind the settlement, with commercial 
woodland as well as policy trees and mature broadleaves. The lower slopes 
provide an important visual backdrop and contribute to the setting of the 
settlement. 

Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Settlement is linear, extending the length of this coastal character area and 
overlooks the coast, separated from the shore by the road. Many of the houses 
are the 19th century ‘villa’ style architecture enhanced with the complementary 
ornamental streetscape associated with seaside resorts.  
Some more recent housing occupies higher ground on the hillside, where more 
level ground and open fields in the woodland have proved attractive for 
development.  
There is a pier and small beach associated with a short row of shops forming the 
centre of Blairmore. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

The church is a key landmark feature on the ‘nose’ of Strone Point, and above it is 
the privately owned Scots baronial style ‘Dunselma’, a prominent and widely 
visible feature, although its setting is partially compromised by housing to the north 
west. The attractive wooden pier at Blairmore is a local feature. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast is populated, developed and busy, with no qualities of remoteness or 
wildness. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The integrity of the settlement pattern is reinforced by the consistent orientation 
and domestic scale of the housing. The setting of varied woodland immediately 
behind the settlement, and trees along the sea front add to character. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 
 

The sea is widely overlooked by housing and the A road, and the coast is very 
visible from other coasts across the loch. The extensive firth reflects light and 
views are characterised by their distance and constantly shifting clarity. 
Key viewpoints include the promenade and pier at Blairmore, and from the church 
at Strone Point.  
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5.2.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Strone Point to north of Blairmore 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The medium scale context of the expanse of the sea and the regular shape of 
the coastline provide opportunities for simple structures to be accommodated. 
Existing maritime activity means that it is relatively easy to absorb additional 
boat movements. Nevertheless, the high visibility of the coast and sea from the 
road and settlement severely limits opportunities for off shore developments. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
The integrity of the domestic scale of the buildings and the tiered linearity of the 
settlement pattern tucked against the lower hill slopes forms a character which 
should be respected by additional development. 
The church and the B listed Scots baronial house ‘Dunselma’ are dominant 
features, therefore their setting should be respected and further development or 
structures which compete for this focus should be avoided. 
The short line of trees along the waterfront are an additional sensitivity – they 
are an attractive feature which should be replicated or extended in any further 
development. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
Opportunities to widen or adjust the existing roads are likely to be limited by 
practical restrictions. 
Any development of the pier should respect the quality and scale of the existing 
structure, which is well-proportioned and an attractive local feature. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The woodland, which will be felled and restocked, forms both a backdrop to the 
town and provides immediate setting for the village and shelter for individual 
houses. The woodland is diverse with some policy trees which may require 
additional consideration in terms of their contribution to setting. 

 
5.2.3 Strone Point to north of Blairmore: Opportunities and guidance 

• The very clear settlement pattern, which is linear and strongly related to the 
lower hill slopes, with houses facing seawards and sheltered by trees, creates 
a well established, easy to follow pattern 

• The attractive pier and waterfront shops form a development ‘hub’ at 
Blairmore which could be reinforced by refurbishment and additional 
development 

• There may be opportunities to develop the sense of promenade, perhaps 
through managing and extending existing individual feature trees along the 
waterfront to reinforce a distinctive sense of place 

• The woodland management plan for the adjacent forest should take into 
account its role as a setting for the settlement, and consider opportunities for 
routing timber lorries away from narrow roads  
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5.2.4 Strone Point to north of Blairmore: Photographs 
 

 
The fine wooden pier and ticket house/waiting room at 
Blairmore is well maintained and a focal point along the 
coast. 

 
 

 
Long views to Gourock from the coast. This photograph 
also shows the shingle beach 
 

 
Inverkip Power station, and the long reach of the sea 
when looking south down the Upper Firth of Clyde 

 
 

 
There is a fine order to the hard landscaping along this 
stretch of road, with formal tree planting and stonewalls 
framing the road. This is a characteristic which could be 
reinforced. 
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5.3 North of Blairmore to Shepherd’s Point 
Loch Long at this point is approximately 2km wide, contained by gentle slopes and low relief 
to the east, which creates only a limited sense of enclosure when viewed from the west side 
of the loch or from the water. This western edge is more strongly contained by steep slopes. 
 
This coastal character area lies within the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park. 
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5.3.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 North of Blairmore to Shepherd’s Point 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The relative containment of the hill slopes and the modest width of the loch create 
a seascape of medium scale which has little visual association with the main Firth. 
The MOD development on the opposite east shore is very visible and has a strong 
influence on experience.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is recreational as well as MOD maritime activity. There are anchorages at 
Shepherd’s Point and Ardentinny, where there are also moorings and a pontoon 
near the hotel. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline faces east and is relatively regular, with occasional very small 
peninsulas created by alluvial outwash, and long, gently indented bays. The 
beaches are generally shingle with occasional slabby rocky outcrops.  
Tidal reach is limited, except at Finart Bay, where a long stretch of sandy shoreline 
appears at low tide. 
A concrete sea wall supports the road in places, especially close to and within 
settlements.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The steeper forested slopes generally form a backdrop to settlement and pastures 
and only in one location extend down to the shore. The forestry is largely 
commercial. There is some remnant policy woodland near Stronvochlan which 
forms the setting for the Glen Finart static caravan park.  
Small grass pastures are associated with more fertile and level alluvial fans. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Settlement is clearly focussed on alluvial fans, including the villages of Ardentinny 
and Stronvochlan which sit either side of the mouth of Glen Finart. 
Other development includes the Glen Finart static caravan park, an outdoor centre 
at Ardentinny, an activity centre at Stronchullin and a caravan and camping site at 
Gairletter Point. There is a car park at Shepherd’s Point and several forest walks 
extend north from here. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Key features include Finart Bay, which is readily accessible, and the historic tower 
at Glen Finart caravan park.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast is relatively developed with moderate maritime activity. It is strongly 
influenced by MOD development on the opposite shore, with no qualities of 
remoteness or wildness. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The integrity of the settlement pattern is reinforced by the consistent orientation 
and domestic scale of the housing.  
The setting of varied woodland immediately behind the settlement, and trees along 
the sea front add to character. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 
 

From the sea, the main visual focus is along the length of the loch. Views from the 
shore can be intermittent, at times screened by shoreline woodland. The MOD 
development on the eastern coast is highly visible from this coast and the sea. 
Key viewpoints include Finart Bay, the A880 and the Shepherd’s Point carpark 
and coastal walks. 
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5.3.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 North of Blairmore to Shepherd’s Point 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Some sensitivity 
The regular shape of the coastline provides opportunities for simple linear 
structures to be accommodated to reflect coastline shape. Existing maritime 
activity means that it is relatively easy to absorb additional boat movements. 
Nevertheless, the visibility of the coast and sea from the settlements and coastal 
walking routes limits opportunities for off shore developments.  
A further constraint is potential inter-visibility with the MOD buildings and 
structures on the opposite shore which would create visual clutter. 
Where the views to the sea are limited by shoreline woodland, south of 
Ardentinny, the regular coastline could accommodate simple small scale linear 
structures related to the shape of the coast, back-dropped by woodland in views 
from the sea. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
The integrity of the settlement pattern is a key constraint, with settlement located 
at the edges of fertile alluvial plains. At the mouth of Glen Finart, development 
has avoided the main sweep of the bay and focussed on the edges of the plain. 
The modest, often small size of existing houses and buildings limit the potential 
for large scale buildings to be accommodated without quickly dominating the 
scale of existing development. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
The small scale of coastal settlement limits the size of coastal structures which 
can be accommodated in this area without quickly dominating the scale of 
existing development. The accessibility of Finart Bay, which is the only sandy 
beach on this shoreline, is a further sensitivity. 

 
Land management 

High sensitivity 
The strong association between land use and land-form, with woodland on the 
steeper slopes and pasture on level fertile terraces is a strong characteristic. 
Woodland on lower slopes forms a setting for the villages. 

 
5.3.3 North of Blairmore to Shepherd’s Point: Opportunities and guidance 

• The very clear settlement pattern, with built development located on the 
edges of alluvial fans, creates a well established, easy to follow pattern with 
potential opportunities for infill and reinforcement, especially at Ardentinny 

• There are opportunities to develop the small number of pontoons at 
Ardentinny without disrupting the small scale of the settlement 

• Views of Finart Bay from the minor road when travelling east along Glen 
Finart create an important sense of arrival at the coast – development should 
be resisted on the pasture fields which back onto the Bay 

• The woodland management plan for the adjacent forest should take into 
account its role as a setting for the settlements, and consider opportunities for 
routing timber lorries away from the narrow roads  

• There is potential opportunity for small fish farming structures related to the 
wooded foreshore south of Ardentinny 
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5.3.4 North of Blairmore to Shepherd’s Point: Photographs 
 

 
There are sweeping, gently indented bays along the 
length of this coast, with narrow shingle/sand beaches 

 
The small caravan park at Gairletter Point is backed by 
trees, here seen set against the view north up Loch Long  
 

 
The sea walls at Ardentinny sit above a shingle beach 
 

 
Finart Bay at Ardentinny – there is a walk along the coast 
and the trees line the edge of grass fields set back from 
this sandy bay  
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5.4 Shepherd’s Point to Coilessan  
Extending along the bulk of the western side of Loch Long, these steep, wooded slopes 
contain the narrower stretch of the loch as it reaches inland towards Arrochar. A consistent 
feature along this entire length is the visibility of large scale development in the east coast, 
which is easily overlooked from this shore. This stretch of loch also frames the ‘gateway’ to 
Loch Goil, which veers west forming a subsidiary loch to Loch Long. 
 
This coastal character area lies within the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park. 
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5.4.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Shepherd’s Point to Coilessan 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Marine users experience the increased sense of enclosure as the hill sides 
steepen and the loch becomes more narrow. The sense of expanse of the sea has 
long been lost, but the tidal reach and presence of seaweed, boats and wildlife 
maintains a maritime character.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is some recreational boating activity on this stretch of loch, with temporary 
anchorages at the small bay at Toll a Bhuic and Coilessan itself. The Finnart oil 
terminal (on the east side of the loch) is used by large oil tankers and the loch is 
also used by the MOD - there are frequent sightings of their vessels. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is a series of gentle indented bays, generally separated by subtle 
promontories, often associated with tiny alluvial fans, which are more obvious on 
the ground, looking along the length of the coast, than they appear on the map. 
The shore line is relatively simple, with a rocky and boulder foreshore dropping 
steeply into the sea and a short tidal reach. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Steep forested slopes rise directly from the coast. Semi-natural oak-birch 
woodland is established along the lower edge and more substantively around 
major watercourses. This merges with commercially grown spruce on the upper 
slopes. Woodland extends to the shoreline.  

Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The ruins of former settlements are to be found hidden in woodland associated 
with small flat, overgrown pastures on the alluvial outwash of watercourses. These 
are still linked by the forest roads, which form the basis of an extensive path 
network including waymarked access routes and cycleways. There are Forestry 
Commission car parks at both Shepherd’s Point and Coilessan. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

There are no exceptional coastal landmark features, although a striking erratic 
rock overlooks the conjunction of Loch Long and Loch Goil above Rubha nan 
Eoin, from where there are fine views. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast is undeveloped and accessible only on foot or other non-vehicular 
transport. This lack of development, as well as the semi-natural character of the 
woodland on the lower slopes, creates seclusion. Nevertheless, it is forested, and 
forest operations limit the sense of isolation, as does the activity on the loch and 
views of the MOD and oil terminal which are located on the east shore. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The steep hillsides accentuate the narrowness of this stretch of loch, which 
creates some drama, and is especially accentuated travelling north to the head of 
the loch. The tiny bright green alluvial fans stand out against the darker woodland. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 
 

The forestry car parks and access routes offer fine panoramic views, both from 
higher elevations and from along the shore. Views will become more frequent as 
the woodland is felled and restocked. Many of the views focus on the opposite 
shore, and the large terminals and MOD development are an inevitable focus, as 
can be large vessels when they are manoeuvring in the narrow loch. Views from 
the loch extend up and down its long length. 

 



 

Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 5 Loch Long 
 

15 

  
5.4.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Shepherd’s Point to Coilessan 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Low sensitivity 
The relatively regular shape of the coastline provides opportunities for simple 
linear structures to be accommodated to reflect coastline shape, although the 
narrowness of the loch is likely to limit the number and width of structures. The 
dark forested backdrop could be exploited to reduce visibility of simple marine 
based structures. Existing maritime activity means that it is relatively easy to 
absorb additional boat movements.  
The visibility of the coast and sea from coastal walking routes is a sensitivity, 
although views can be intermittent. A further constraint likely to affect siting is 
potential inter-visibility with the MOD buildings and structures on the opposite 
shore which would create visual clutter. 

 
Settlement 
 

Very high sensitivity 
The secluded character is a constraint to development, although the distinct 
pattern of settlement associated with alluvial fans could be exploited. The 
extension of vehicle roads along this less accessible stretch of coast, as well as 
other infrastructure, such as overhead lines, which would reduce seclusion. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
Opportunities to build extensive coastal infrastructure are severely limited by the 
steepness of the hillsides (development on steep slopes results in exposed rock 
faces) which would be very visible from the sea and reduce the sense of 
seclusion. Extending vehicular roads along this coast line would also reduce the 
sense of distance and complexity which characterise this loch system – and at 
times make orientation difficult! 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
Felling and restocking of the woodland will affect the setting of the sense of 
seclusion – but will also offer the opportunity to open up new views 

 
5.4.3 Shepherd’s Point to Coilessan: Opportunities and guidance 

• The woodland management plan for the adjacent forest should aim to identify 
opportunities to open up views and create a diverse woodland structure which 
will increase the interest from the access routes 

• Some consideration should be given to establishing and promoting alternative 
‘loops’ from the Cowal Way, to encourage access around the loch edges from 
village to village, rather than simply over the ridges. This could be a long 
distance largely off road cycle route. 

• There are opportunities to site fish farms close to the shore, set against 
woodland and aligned parallel to the shore line. Their size is limited by the 
narrow width of the loch, which could easily be ‘filled up’ by a large structure. 
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5.4.4 Shepherd’s Point to Coilessan: Photographs 
 

 
The rocky shoreline north of Shepherd’s Point, where the 
conifer woodland extends to the shoreline 

 
Looking south from the coast south of Coilessan. The line 
of broadleaved trees along the shore is clearly visible, as 
are the long sweeping indentations of the coast 
 

 
From north of Shepherd’s Point there are views across 
the loch to the naval base at Coulport (seen here) and 
further up to the Oil Terminal at Finnart (see Image 
above) 
 

 
All along this coast are occasional tiny bays on the edge 
of alluvial fans. These are often the location of former 
settlement, and, as here are occupied by small, bright 
green grasslands  
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5.5 Coilessan to Ardgartan 
This stretch of indented shoreline is on the western shore of Loch Long. It is accessible on a 
single track road, which links a number of settlements and leads to the Forestry Commission 
car park at Coilessan. The steep slopes are largely wooded, often hiding the settlement from 
the road. Ardgartan Point is a prominent feature seen from the loch. 
 
This coastal character area lies within the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park. 
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5.5.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Coilessan to Ardgartan 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Marine users experience the increased sense of enclosure as the hill sides 
steepen and the loch becomes more narrow – this is the approach to the head of 
the loch. The sense of expanse of the sea has long been lost, but the tidal reach 
and presence of seaweed, boats and wildlife maintains a maritime character.  

Maritime development and 
activity 

There is some recreational boating activity on this stretch of loch, with anchorages 
at Coilessan and at Ardgartan. The loch is also used by the MOD - there are 
sightings of their vessels, although less frequently in these upper reaches. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is a series of indented bays, with pronounced bays emphasised by 
promontories, often associated with alluvial fans. The extensive alluvial outwash 
associated with the Croe river forms Ardgartan Point, occupied by the Ardgartan 
Hotel and the Forest Holidays cabin and caravan site.  
The coast is a rocky and boulder foreshore with a short tidal reach, and more 
extensive tidal reaches around the shallow waters of Ardgartan Point 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Steep forested slopes rise directly from the coast for much of this area. The 
woodland is well thinned, and includes policy species. Policy woodland is a further 
feature associated with the houses at Coilesan and the grounds of the Ardgartan 
Hotel and to a lesser extent the nearby cabin and caravan site. Former parkland 
and several small pastures associated with the fertile alluvial fan are characteristic 
of Ardgartan Point.  
The wooded coastline is well used for informal camping, with considerable 
evidence of camp fires. 

Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Settlement is dispersed along this stretch of coast, including a large house at 
Coilessan and the substantial, recently refurbished chateau-style Ardgartan Hotel, 
most of which are associated with alluvial fans. Additional development includes 
the cabins and the caravan site at Ardgartan. The caravans are highly visible from 
the north. 
There is a slipway at Ardgartan, and a wooden jetty near a house part way along 
the shore. There is a Forestry Commission car park at Coilessan, linked to an 
extensive network of informal and waymarked access routes to the south. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

Ardgartan Hotel is a prominent feature when viewed from the south along the loch, 
and its parkland grounds enhance its setting. 
Policy woodland and individual trees are additional features characteristic of this 
area. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast is modestly developed, easily accessible and there is maritime activity 
which combines to limit the sense of isolation along this coast, although it retains a 
rural character which is reinforced by the wooded setting of much of the built 
development. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The steep hillsides accentuate the narrowness of this stretch of loch, which 
creates some drama, especially as experienced from the sea. The policy 
woodland is a particular and fine feature, which provides a contrast to the 
woodland elsewhere in this Loch. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views from the loch and elsewhere focus on Ardgartan Point, and the Ardgartan 
hotel as well as the caravan site are visually prominent. Views from the Point 
extend along the length of the loch. 
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5.5.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Coilessan to Ardgartan 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The shape of this indented coastline with clearly defined bays, and the 
narrowness of the loch surface limits opportunities for off shore development, as 
does the visibility of the coast from the shore and a key viewpoints. Structures 
may also intrude into views to and from the Ardgartan Hotel. 
Nevertheless, the dark forested backdrop could be exploited to reduce visibility 
of simple marine based structures. Existing maritime activity means that it is 
relatively easy to absorb additional boat movements. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
There is a distinct pattern of development associated with alluvial fans and 
watercourses. Any increase to development should take into account the setting 
of the buildings, which are generally well located in woodland and generous 
policies or parkland. Any expansion of the caravan park should avoid intruding 
into the setting of the hotel. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
There are opportunities to build modest, domestic scaled jetties or coastal 
infrastructure that is well related in terms of siting to existing built development. 
Size of development is likely to be limited by the need to avoid over-urbanisation 
in this largely rural area, as well as limit both visual dominance and a sense of 
clutter or sprawl, especially in association with the highly visible caravan park. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The woodland is well thinned and may have the potential to be managed as 
continuous cover.  
Policy woodland and parkland trees should feature in planting plans associated 
with built development.  

 
5.5.3 Coilessan to Ardgartan: Opportunities and guidance 

• The woodland management plan for the adjacent forest should consider 
potential for continuous cover management, and where appropriate the 
establishment of large stature broadleaves as a component of replanting 
plans 

• Planting within the Forest Holidays caravan site and cabin grounds should be 
extended to include policy type woodland and large stature broadleaves to 
enhance the setting of this development 

• If not already available, a management plan and associated actions to 
safeguard, enhance and expand the policies and parkland landscape setting 
of the Ardgartan Hotel should be considered. 

• There are opportunities for modest, domestic scaled jetty or slipway 
structures to be located near to the buildings. The size and design should 
reflect the rural character of this area. 

• Some consideration should be given to the consequences of wild camping in 
this area. 
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5.5.4 Coilessan to Ardgartan: Photographs 
 

 
Several houses, accessed from a narrow road which 
winds through the forest, are located along the shore, 
sheltered by woodland and associated with river 
tributaries and alluvial fans 
 

 
This is a popular shore for camping and there are several 
sites where fires have been lit in the forest 
 

 
The chateau-like Ardgartan Hotel is located on an alluvial 
fan, with a view looking south down the length of the loch 
 

 
The Forestry Commission chalet site is similarly located – 
policy woodland, which is a feature of this peninsula, 
should be established to unify the setting  
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5.6 Head of Loch Long 
The Head of Loch Long sits below the steep slopes of the ‘Arrochar Alps’ and is the focal 
point at the junction of a number of glens and associated main roads. It is the location of the 
key settlement of Arrochar and the culmination of the sea loch which becomes more narrow 
and enclosed as it extends inland. The steep forested side slopes rise above the settlement 
which is located close to the coast.  
 
The settlement of Arrochar occupies a strategically significant location at the head of the 
loch. It has several fine buildings and a remarkable setting, but a number of unsympathetic 
developments have undermined have compromised its integrity.  
 
This coastal character area lies within the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park. 
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5.6.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Head of Loch Long 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

North of Ardgartan Point, the village of Arrochar and its mountain setting is the 
focal point from the loch. The extensive and dynamic tidal reach at the head of the 
loch reinforces the maritime setting, as do the sea walls on which the settlement is 
located. There is some exposure from winds which travel up the length of the loch. 

Maritime development and 
activity 

There is recreational boating activity on this stretch of loch, although anchorages 
are limited by the shallow depth of the water, with moorings associated with the 
pier at Tighness or, on the west side, near the abandoned pier and torpedo range 
buildings. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast sweeps in a relatively regular, narrow, curve around the head of the 
loch. Where settlement lies adjacent to the coast, there is a long, high sea wall, 
which allows access to the coast on paved surfaces, while at the immediate head 
of the loch the extensive sandy tidal reach is revealed at low tide. On the west 
side, the road hugs the coast, above a sea wall. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Steep forested slopes form a backdrop to the head of the loch, and a setting or 
backcloth for development.  
There are two car parks and picnic sites set within formal planting at the head of 
the loch, which is also characterised by more informal, semi-natural woodland 
adjacent to the Loin Water.  The narrow glens behind the settlement are farmed, 
with open grassland fields along the glen floors. 

Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Settlement, or a busy A class road is located around much of the length of this 
coastline which is well developed. Arrochar is a modest village, which extends 
both along the coast, merging with Tighness, and into the adjacent glens. All the 
built development sits on sea walls, which means that the settlement is very close 
to the shore. There are several fine buildings, but it has lost a unifying sense of 
identity as over recent years a number of unsympathetic buildings have 
compromised the unity of the settlement. 
The now derelict pier was once a stopping point for the Clyde coastal steamers. 
The large abandoned and partially dismantled site of the former torpedo testing 
facility, including the derelict houses and pier, are located on the western side of 
the loch. The range was last used in 1986. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

Arrochar is a focal point, although the hills open up behind to reveal glimpses of 
the glens. The large, derelict and unsightly structures associated with the former 
torpedo range are an unfortunate focal point. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast is well developed, easily accessible and there is maritime activity. The 
character is one of a built up and urbanised stretch of coastline which contrasts 
with the sense of naturalness created by the extensive tidal reach. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The steep hillsides accentuate the narrowness of the head of the loch, which 
creates some drama, especially as experienced from the sea. The extensive tidal 
reach is dynamic, creating added interest to views from the picnic sites. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views from the head of the loch focus down its reach, and are dramatic when 
encountered after traveling through the glens. The picnic sites are important and 
appear to be popular viewpoints. Arrochar opens out towards the sea, and the 
roads hug the coastline, therefore this whole area is highly visible. 
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5.6.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Head of Loch Long 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The narrowness of the loch and the curvature of the bay, the high degree of 
overlook from roads and settlement and the dynamic character of the long tidal 
reach are all key sensitivities which limit off shore development. Views from the 
shore at the head of the loch focus down the length of the loch, therefore any 
structure on the water would be very prominent. Existing maritime activity means 
that it is relatively easy to absorb additional boat movements. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
The existing settlement is largely linear and sits on lowlying alluvial material, 
limiting its visual impact as it is tucked against the coast below the steep hills. 
The settlement is open to the sea and not screened, therefore it is very visible 
along its seaward edge. Some redevelopment might enhance the built quality of 
the settlement 
The abandoned buildings and pier at the former torpedo testing site offer an 
opportunity for redevelopment. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Low sensitivity 
Opportunities to widen or adjust the existing roads are likely to be limited by 
practical restrictions. 
There is opportunity to enhance the piers and coastal built structures associated 
with the torpedo testing station and the pier at Arrochar, both of which have 
fallen into disrepair. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The woodland on the steep slopes provides a backdrop to the settlement, 
especially as viewed from the sea. The picnic areas have a semi-natural setting 
which has some sensitivity to further development. 

 
5.6.3 Head of Loch Long: Opportunities and guidance 

• The woodland management plan for the adjacent forest should take into 
account the setting of the settlements 

• Arrochar would benefit from a careful audit and detail design strategy which 
would improve the quality of the built environment and establish a design brief 
for future development or redevelopment. Built structures and hard landscape 
materials should aim to provide a high quality and coherent frontage.  

• Settlement should avoid encroaching onto steeper slopes where it will be 
more visually prominent and also result in excavation into the slopes  

• There is an opportunity to redevelop the torpedo testing station, with sensitive 
development and massing to reflect a domestic scale, as the land area is 
small, limiting setting options. This could include marina development, 
although the location and extent would need to take into account views from 
the loch head 

• The semi-natural qualities of the picnic areas and land adjacent to the Loin 
Water should be encouraged as they provide a contrast to the more built up 
areas in this local coastal character area. 
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5.6.4 Head of Loch Long: Photographs 
 

 
Arrochar is located around the head of the loch, where 
there is a conjunction of accessible glens 
 

 
This slipway and sea wall is a well designed, simple 
structure  
 

 
The abandoned torpedo testing station and its pier 
facilities 
 

 
This detail – of a simple railing on top of a stone wall - is 
an attractive feature which enhances the built 
environment of Arrochar  
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5.7 Tighness to Finnart oil terminal 
This long stretch of straight coastline on the east shore of Loch Long is sparsely populated 
and well wooded. The steep slopes create a high degree of relatively uniform enclosure 
along this side of the loch. The woodland hides the A814 which extends close to the loch for 
the entire stretch of the coast. 
 
Much of this stretch of coast lies within an Area of Panoramic Quality, designated by Argyll 
and Bute Council.  
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5.7.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Tighness to Finnart oil terminal 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This stretch of coast is heavily wooded to the shore, reinforcing the sense of 
enclosure experienced along this stretch of the loch. There is no sense of expanse 
of the sea, but the short tidal reach and presence of seaweed, boats and wildlife 
maintains a maritime character. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is recreational boating activity on this stretch of loch, although anchorages 
are limited by the shallow depth of the water, with moorings associated with the 
pier at Tighness and at the bay at Ardmay. Oil tankers access Finnart oil terminal 
and the loch is also used by the MOD. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is long and straight, with very few indentations. The shoreline is 
relatively simple, with a rocky and boulder foreshore dropping steeply into the sea 
and a short tidal reach. Access is intermittent, as the fast road lies close to the 
road, although the occasional layby provides an opportunity to access the lochside 
through the trees. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Steep forested slopes rise almost directly from the coast – there is a narrow ledge 
occupied by, or created for, the road. Semi-natural oak-birch woodland has 
regenerated along the lower edge and in more extensive areas where there is no 
commercial planting. This merges with commercially grown spruce on the upper 
slopes. Woodland extends to the shoreline. 

Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

There is very little settlement, with a few shoreline houses at Ardmay (including an 
out door activity centre largely used by schools and youth groups at Ardmay 
House), and at Morelaggan, both of which are tiny spits of promontory associated 
with watercourses.  
The A 814 lies close to the shore, separated from the water by trees. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

There are no exceptional land mark features. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

The coast is easily accessible from the A814 and there is both offshore maritime 
activity and forest operations on land, all of which limit the experience of isolated 
coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The steep hillsides accentuate the narrowness of this stretch of loch, which 
creates some drama, and is especially accentuated travelling north to the head of 
the loch.  

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views from the A814 are intermittent as the shoreline woodland is extensive. 
There are some opportunities to access the shore informally from laybys, but the 
main views are from the water, where woodland limits views to the road and 
houses. 
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5.7.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Tighness to Finnart oil terminal 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Low sensitivity 
The regular shape of most of this coastline provides opportunities for simple 
linear structures to be accommodated to reflect coastline shape, although the 
narrowness of the loch is likely to limit the number and width of structures. The 
dark forested backdrop could be exploited to reduce visibility of simple marine 
based structures. Views from the shore are likely to be intermittent. Existing 
maritime activity means that it is relatively easy to absorb additional boat 
movements. 
Overlook from the shoreline houses and the more irregular stretch of coast to 
the north are key sensitivities. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
The wooded character would be fragmented by excessive on shore 
development and this is a constraint to development, but the distinct pattern of 
very small settlement associated with naturally level alluvial fans could be 
exploited. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
The wooded character would be fragmented by excessive coastal development 
and this is a constraint to development, but the distinct pattern of structures 
associated with settlement on alluvial fans could accommodate domestic scaled 
slipways and jetties associated with housing on these locations. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The felling and restocking of woodland will be visible from the sea, but if well 
designed this should create an attractive dynamic element to the landscape. 

 
5.7.3 Tighness to Finnart oil terminal: Opportunities and guidance 

• There may be opportunities for additional small scale housing development 
on the alluvial fans 

• There are opportunities for modest, domestic scaled jetty or slipway 
structures to be located near to buildings. The size and design should reflect 
the rural character of this area  

• There are opportunities to site fish farms close to the shore, set against 
woodland and aligned parallel to the shoreline. Their size is limited by the 
narrow width of the loch, which could easily be ‘filled up’ by a large structure. 

• The woodland management plan for the forest should consider views from the 
loch, and there may be additional opportunities to open up views from the 
road with some selective felling of lochside trees. 

• The woodland management plan for the adjacent forest should consider 
opportunities for routing timber lorries away from the relatively narrow road  
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5.7.4 Tighness to Finnart Oil Terminal: Photographs 
 

 
The steep, forested slopes and relatively regular coast is 
evident from this high level viewpoint from the opposite 
shore 
 

 
The road undulates to reflect the landform along this 
shoreline, and is separated from the sea by a narrow strip 
of woodland 
 

 
A large MOD jetty, which is the only major structure along 
this coast 
 

 
The Finnart Oil Terminal from the north   
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5.8 Finnart oil terminal to Coulport 
Much of this stretch of coastline is inaccessible due high security facilities associated with 
the MOD and the Finnart oil terminal. This is therefore only a partial assessment. This 
stretch of coast is dominated by the large structures associated with these terminals, which 
are both on shore and offshore facilities. They are separated by a stretch of coast which is 
steep hill slope and extensive regenerating broadleaved woodland, as well as the small 
village of Portincaple. 
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5.8.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Finnart oil terminal to Coulport 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This stretch of coast is relatively difficult to access from the land, but from the sea 
it is visually dominated by the large structures associated with MOD and the oil 
terminal. Otherwise the loch is still relatively narrow, the sense of expanse of the 
sea has long been lost, but the tidal reach and presence of seaweed, boats and 
wildlife maintains a maritime character.  
The junction with Loch Goil is a significant ‘hinge point’ on Loch long, because of 
the increased complexity of the views and the sense of ‘threshold’ at this location. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is recreational boating activity on this stretch of loch, and there are 
moorings at Portincaple. Oil tankers access Finnart oil terminal and this stretch of 
the loch is also well used by the MOD. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is characterised by relatively regular stretches of coastline and outward 
facing, convex promontories which are the main focus of the large developments. 
The shore line is relatively simple, with a rocky and boulder foreshore dropping 
steeply into the sea and a short tidal reach.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Steep slopes rise from the shoreline, although gradients have been significantly 
modified where major development associated with the oil terminal and the MOD 
base has taken place. 
There is extensive regenerating semi-natural woodland along the undeveloped 
stretches of coastline. 

Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Settlement is located at Portincaple, and there are residential blocks of flats at the 
Navy base at Coulport. In addition, there are extensive networks of roads, large 
buildings, hangars and holding tanks associated with the major developments. 
These large structures are out of scale with this landscape, and are visually 
dominant.  They include coastal infrastructure including piers and dockyard 
facilities. There is an overhead line crossing the loch at this point. 
The village of Portincaple sits on an alluvial fan. The Clyde steamers once called 
at Portincaple, and were ferried to and from the steamers by small boat. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

There are no exceptional coastal landmark features. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

The coast is relatively well developed and there is frequent maritime activity both 
of which limit the experience of isolated coast, although the extensive semi-natural 
woodland does contribute to a localised sense of naturalness and a strong sense 
of seclusion. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

There are no exceptional aesthetic qualities related to this stretch of coast. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Viewpoints from on land in this area are difficult to identify because of the access 
restrictions related to the development. But there are views towards this area both 
from the water and the opposite shoreline (accessible through forest tracks) as 
well as more distant views along the length of the loch.  
The views from both the water and from the peninsulas at the mouth of Loch Goil 
are most significant because of the importance of the junction of these two lochs 
as experienced from both land and sea. 
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5.8.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Finnart oil terminal to Coulport 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The regular shape of parts of this coastline might provide opportunities for 
simple linear structures to be accommodated to reflect coastline shape, although 
the narrowness of the loch is likely to limit the number and width of structures.  
A key constraint likely to affect siting is potential inter-visibility with the MOD 
buildings and structures which would create visual clutter. 
Views from the shore are likely to be limited, but overlook from Portincaple is a 
sensitivity. Existing maritime activity means that it is relatively easy to absorb 
additional boat movements. 
The stretch of coast opposite the entrance to Loch Goil is also sensitive because 
of its high visibility in the focal point of views when exiting that loch. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
The association between the alluvial fan and the settlement at Portincaple 
should be maintained if possible. It is recognised that the developments at 
Finnart and Coulport are out of scale with the landscape, but they have not been 
assessed as part of this study. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 
 

Some sensitivity 
Further developments are likely to be associated with the MOD and oil terminal 
constructions, and any further construction in these areas may well be lost within 
the size and complexity of the existing development. It is difficult to assess 
sensitivity in light of the size of the existing developments, as these are already 
out of scale.  

 
Land management 

High sensitivity 
Continued expansion of semi-natural woodland could be used to unify the 
undeveloped stretches of coast and the landscape more widely within this area. 
Care should be taken not to fragment the landuse, as this will exacerbate the 
fragmentation already in place with the developments. 

 
5.8.3 Finnart oil terminal to Coulport: Opportunities and guidance 

• There may be opportunities for additional housing associated with the alluvial 
fan at Portincaple. 

• Modest, domestic scaled jetty or slipway structures could be located at 
Portincaple. The size and design should reflect the rural character of this area  

• The expansion of semi-natural woodland along this coast should be 
encouraged as it creates a unifying element which provides a context for 
development  

• Any further development of the MOD and oil terminal sites should consider 
the use of “green” (ie vegetation) roofs and walls, lowlevel, hooded lighting, 
reducing the mass of structures through architectural design and greenways 
to hide the security fencing from public view if possible, all of which could 
mitigate the visual impact of the developments. 
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5.8.4  Finnart Oil Terminal to Coulport: Photographs 
 

 
Part of the MOD installation at Coulport – this stretch of 
coast is difficult to access because of security 

 
The size of the buildings and the excavated rock faces 
are seen here in context 
 

 
The dispersed village of Portincaple and, in the distance, 
the oil terminal, as seen from an elevated viewpoint above 
Loch Long and Loch Goil 
 

 
The view to the mouth of Loch Goil from Carrrick Castle 
focuses on this stretch of coast, and the scattered village 
of Portincaple 
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5.9 Coulport to Barons Point 
Smooth, sweeping bays lead to the mouth of Loch Long, where the junction with the Clyde 
creates an expansive setting for this widest part of the loch. The coast is continuously 
settled, with linear settlements merged one into the other, the largest of which is Cove. They 
curve around the lower edge of the low lying simple profile of the Rosneath peninsula. 
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5.9.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Coulport to Barons Point 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This part of the coast contributes to the ‘gateway’ to Loch Long and is therefore a 
transitional point for marine users. The expanse of the sea, especially where it 
merges with the expanse of the Clyde, reinforces the maritime setting, increasing 
a sense of exposure and openness. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is recreational boating activity on this stretch of loch, with moorings at 
Barons Point, Cove Bay and associated with the Knockderry Hotel. There is also 
MOD activity and the passage of oil tankers.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The long, sweeping bays of this coast form gentle but easily recognisable curves 
which create subtle enclosure for the individual settlements. The road sits 
relatively close to the coast, although the character of the coast varies slightly 
relative to the settlements 
The shoreline is simple, with a rocky, slabby foreshore and a short tidal reach. 
The coast between the shore and the road is undeveloped and informal, often 
semi-natural in character, with no railings or hard surfaces.   

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The topography and the land use varies from steep, inaccessible and 
undeveloped wooded slopes between the settlements to gently graded small fields 
along the shore at Peaton Lay. This coast is backdropped by relatively low profile 
and gentle slopes of the Rosneath peninsula, which is a prominent feature within 
the wider setting of the Clyde. 
There is a small, formal park at the cusp of the bay in Cove. 

Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

This is a well settled stretch of coast. Cove, with villas set in large wooded 
gardens, is located in the relative shelter of a long sweeping bay, and smaller 
settlements to the north at Knockderry and Ardpeaton form largely continuous 
linear settlement. Ardpeaton is characterised by more recent development. 
Settlement is largely located on the landward side of the narrow road, with the 
exception of Ardpeaton House. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

Knockderry Castle and Knockderry Hotel form a cluster of unusual buildings which 
form an architectural feature. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

The coast is easily accessible from the B833 and is settled along almost its entire 
length. There is also frequent maritime activity off shore which combines to limit 
the experience of isolated coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The diverse landuse along this stretch of coast is its key differentiation from further 
north. The small fields at Ardpeaton are a particular feature. The coast has a semi-
natural character, despite the settlement, which creates an individual sense of 
place, contrasting with harder coastal edges associated with other villages. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

There are panoramic views along this coast, which is relatively open and visible 
from the B833. Key viewpoints include the Park at Cove and the views from and to 
the Knockderry castle, although the whole road offers sustained views of the sea 
and the wider panorama of the western end of the Clyde. 
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5.9.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Coulport to Barons Point 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The sweeping curvature of the bays and the high degree of overlook from both 
the road and settlements limits potential for fish farming and other off shore 
structures, which would be very visible in this location from land and sea. 
Nevertheless, the large scale of the seascape may be able to absorb the size of 
some developments, while the existing maritime activity means that it is 
relatively easy to absorb additional boat movements. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
Each settlement has a slightly different identity, with Ardpeaton being (in 
general) the site of more recent development than Cove. There may be pressure 
to site new buildings in the large gardens in Cove, which might reduce the 
coherence of its identity.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
Development is largely limited to the landward side of the road, and the coast is 
characterised by its relative lack of formal development and its informal semi- 
natural character, of unmown grass and trees which makes it sensitive to built 
development and structures.  

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The felling and restocking of woodland will be visible from the sea, but if well 
designed this should create an attractive dynamic element to the landscape. 

 
5.9.3 Coulport to Barons Point: Opportunities and guidance 

• Development should avoid being located on the seaward side of the road, 
where there are opportunities to maintain and enhance the informal and semi-
natural character of the coast through low key management. Intensive 
mowing should be avoided 

• The establishment and management of large stature trees in gardens and to 
provide a setting for the settlement should be encouraged – policy trees in 
particular are a key feature in large gardens 
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5.9.4  Coulport to Baron’s Point: Photographs 
 

 
The view across Loch Long to Blairmore – a linear 
settlement long the coast 

 
The houses at Cove, set around a long sweeping bay 
 

 
The view of the whole of the bay at Cove, with the distant 
peninsula marked out by broadleaved woodland 
 

 
The green mown swathe of grass park which marks the 
centre of Cove and offers fine view of Loch Long 

 
Small fields at Ardpeaton 
 

 
The view south of Ardpeaton illustrates the amount of 
broadleaved woodland on this coast, and the shingle 
stoney shore 

 
 
 
 


