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7 UPPER FIRTH OF CLYDE AND THE CUMBRAES 
This area includes the coast from Cloch Point to Farland Head, then from Garroch Head to 
Bogany Point on Bute, before then stretching across Rothesay Sound to Toward and up to 
the outskirts of Dunoon. It also includes the islands of Great and Little Cumbrae. Toward 
Point is included in the Rothesay Sound Assessment. 
 
This is a complex stretch of sea which forms the gateway between the much more 
expansive Lower and Outer Firth and the narrow Inner Firth. Its complexity is in part 
because of the varied width of the seaways, with narrow channels around the Cumbraes, 
and then broader straits appearing more expansive where they merge with Rothesay Sound 
and the Inner Firth. There are even views as far north as the mouth of Loch Long. 
 
This is a busy stretch of sea. Commercial shipping traffics through the main shipping 
channels heading to and from Glasgow. The sea is also frequented by ferries as well as 
yachts and occasional fishing boats. The largest marinas in Scotland are on this coast, and 
Largs hosts regattas which are a major visitor attraction. In addition, this area is the focus for 
yacht clubs. The deep port at Hunterston attracts huge container ships offloading coal and 
ore. 
 
This is a largely settled stretch of coast, with continuous linear development south of 
Dunoon contrasting with more clustered settlement of towns on the Ayrshire coast. However, 
there are stretches of undeveloped and even secluded coast, such as on the Cumbraes, at 
Lunderston Bay, Portencross and on the southern part of Bute. These contrast with the huge 
infrastructure at the former Inverkip power station and Hunterston, all of which take 
advantage of the deep water and sheltered coastline. 
 
The east coast of Bute lies within an Area of Panoramic Quality. 
 
For the purposes of this study the Upper Firth of Clyde, shown on Map 5, has been further 
subdivided into fourteen coastal character areas, each of which have been mapped 
separately: 
 

• Cloch Point to Kip Marina 
• Kip Marina to Wemyss Bay 
• Skelmorlie 
• Skelmorlie to Largs 
• Largs 
• Largs Haven to Goldenberry 
• Goldenberry to Farland Head 
• Great Cumbrae Island 
• Millport 
• Little Cumbrae Island 
• Bute: Garroch Head to White Port  
• Bute: White Port to Kerrytonlia Point 
• Bute: Kerrytonlia Point to Bogany Point 
• Toward to Dunoon 
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7.1 Overview of conclusions 
The Upper Firth of Clyde is dominated by the irregular pattern and diversity of seascape, 
which ranges from narrow straits, irregularly shaped islands and deeply indented bays to 
more regular coastlines and simple broad channels. The complexity makes it difficult to 
judge the sense of expanse, which can appear large when viewing along the length of the 
channels, but actually is narrow and often appears enclosed when the islands merge to ‘cut 
off’ views along the narrower straits. 
 
Views are often enclosed by land, even where the Firth is wide, as the profiles of the islands 
merge and appear to ‘cut off’ the open sea channels. Where they are long, the views tend to 
be orientated north/south, framed by the flanks of hillsides which edge the Firth, focussing 
along the main shipping channels. From land, the views can be curtailed quickly by the rising 
slopes of the Clyde Muirshiell Hills and the wooded Cowal peninsula, but are much more 
extensive where they encompass the profiles of the islands, appearing layer on layer, with 
Bute and even the peaks of Arran rising behind the Cumbraes. 
 
The deep water allows access for large container ships to enter close to the shore along 
Fairlie Roads, and the main shipping lane to the Inner Firth cuts through the centre of the 
Firth, the massive container ships causing large swells of water to ripple to the shore. 
Frequent ferries ply across the width of the Firth to and from Bute and Great Cumbrae while 
yachts criss-cross the straits, traversing between the marinas at Largs and Kip to Rothesay, 
the Kyles of Bute, and between the Inner and the Outer Firth. Indeed this part of the Clyde is 
known as ‘the historic centre of Scottish yachting, with the majority of yacht clubs’1 centred 
on this stretch of sea. The PS Waverley visits a number of ports in this seascape areas in 
summer. This part of the Firth is therefore the main hub of maritime activity, and rarely a 
moment passes when there is no activity on the water. 
 
The topography along the coast mirrors the diversity of seascape. Coastlines vary from 
irregular and dotted with rocky outcrops and islands to sweeping bays and more regular, 
narrowly tidal rocky shorelines. These are set against level coastal plains which are 
frequently backed by raised beaches or cliffs. These plains can be very narrow, supporting 
small fields and often linear settlements. Larger settlements are associated with inland river 
valleys, alluvial fans or deeply indented sheltered, accessible bays. The wider hinterland is 
of low hills, often conjoined in ridges or plateaux, and on Cowal these are densely wooded. 
 
The coast is in parts heavily influenced by historic land use pattern, in particular there are 
extensive stretches of designed landscape – and policies – at Ardgowan, between 
Skelmorlie and Largs and at Kelburn and Hunterston as well as Mount Stuart on Bute. 
These large estates alternate with the main towns – especially on the Ayrshire side of this 
coast – and mitigate against a continuous line of development.  
 
More secluded and sometimes even remote coasts can be found along the west side of 
Great Cumbrae, the coasts of Garroch Head, the even less accessible Little Cumbrae and a 
short stretch of coast north of Portencross. The seclusion of these areas is reinforced by the 
lack of lighting, so that even in this relatively developed stretch of sea ‘dark skies’ can be 
experienced. 
 
                                                
1 Clyde Cruising Club, CCC Sailing Directions and Anchorages ‘Firth of Clyde including Solway Firth and North 
Channel’, ed. Edward Mason, 2011, Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson Ltd. 
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These provide a sharp contrast to the clusters of industrial development at Hunterston and 
Inverkip, where enormous structures, such as the chimney at Inverkip and the gantry cranes 
at Hunterston, are so huge that they are striking and dramatic features.  
 
There is extensive modification of the shorelines in these industrial areas, and elsewhere the 
shoreline is often reinforced by seawalls and defences, especially where roads and buildings 
reach close to the shore. 
 
In Largs, Fairlie and to some extent Wemyss Bay and Millport, the proximity of houses to the 
shoreline is unusual – in many other coastal towns there is a main through road which 
divides the town from the coast. In these towns, it is possible to walk the length of the coast 
on footpaths, promenades and pavements alongside residential roads without encountering 
excessive traffic. In Largs, the promenades, the mown grass swathes of linear park and the 
excellent access to the beach, combine to form the basis of a ‘seaside resort’. The area is 
also well known for its regattas, with fine sailing ships frequenting the coast in the summer. 
 
Access to the coast from land is easy where the Ayrshire Coastal Path or the West Island 
Way on Bute runs close to shore and where minor roads, such as on Great Cumbrae, allow 
informal access to the coast. In other locations, especially between Toward and Dunoon, 
there is easy access to the shore, but the setting is still largely residential.  
 
There are however also long sections of coast where access is for the most part restricted or 
not permitted. Fast, fenced off roads – such as at Skelmorlie, for example – security fencing 
around industrial locations or the railway as well as some stretches of private housing limit 
access in places. As a result, where recreation is encouraged and the setting more rural – 
Lunderston Bay and Portencross are two good examples of this – the access should be 
valued and the setting maintained. 
 
Key issues which should be considered when assessing the landscape and visual 
implications of development on or in the Upper Firth of Clyde include: 
 

• Take into account the experience from the sea, which is experienced from ferries and 
the many sailing boats that use this area.  Views from the sea focus on the islands, 
and on the distinctive lower hills immediately behind the coast. 

• The large number of marinas and islands in this area encourage sailing boats to 
come close to the shore, so close up views from the sea are exceptionally important 
in this area. 

• Maintain the seascape setting of the islands which are frequently seen in profile, 
backlit by sun or sunsets.   

• Be conscious of the diversity of widths of sea channel in this area, which are ofte  
smaller in scale than they might appear 

• Reinforce the contrasts in character along the coast, which creates considerable 
diversity very much appreciated from the Ayrshire Coastal Path and to a lesser 
extent, the experience of Bute and Cowal. 

• Focus development in those areas where development is already more prevalent, to 
reinforce the contrast with the more secluded areas of character, whilst maintaining 
key views. This is especially the case with large scale development, which has an 
existing strong focus as a cluster of large scale development at Hunterston – 
extending development along the coast would simply create visual clutter 
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• Opportunities for secluded, informal coastal recreation are relatively limited. The 
mainland sites at Ardgowan and Portencross and the less accessible islands of Bute 
and Great Cumbrae are therefore of particular value.  

• Wherever possible, seek to reduce the impacts of lighting, especially in relation to 
extending lit areas along the Ayrshire coast, and maintain the existing stretches of 
unlit coast on Bute, the Cumbraes, at Ardgowan and at Portencross. 

• Take care to build structures which are in scale with existing characteristic buildings 
styles and located and orientated to reflect existing built patterns. Particular care 
needs to be taken when siting large buildings which can easily diminish the scale of 
traditional smaller buildings if they are poorly located 

• Maintain the setting of the castles, the historic large houses and church spires, which 
feature strongly in views from the sea and often form navigational aids. 

• Wherever possible, avoid buildings, structures and other developments between the 
road and the coast, where they will intrude into views of the sea. 

• Resist development on key skylines, including the raised beaches, prominent 
headlands and backdrop hills.  

• Resist tall structures along the coast, where their height is likely to diminish the 
vertical scale vertical coastal landforms and raised beaches. 

• Maintain and where possible enhance the hard landscape detailing in all the 
settlements to consolidate a high quality experience of the coast in the settled areas. 

• Much of the coastline is characterised by raised beaches. Avoid siting development 
on the top of raised beaches, unless it is set back from the edge, and aim to site any 
new building back against the steep raised beach slope. 

• Encourage active removal of existing visual clutter, possibly through the promotion of 
audits of street furniture and fencing designs (including security fencing), to identify 
what can be removed and how the design of remaining structures can be improved 
and where appropriate, unified. 

• In new development, encourage the consistent design of seats, benches, and picnic 
tables to avoid further visual clutter and reinforce a strong sense of place in the 
towns, especially Millport and Largs, which are promoted as seaside resorts.   

• Avoid the use of roadside kerbs for roads in rural stretches of the coast, especially on 
Great Cumbrae, as this feature urbanises otherwise relatively secluded areas.  

• Seek opportunities to improve access to the coast, especially along the promoted 
and waymarked Ayrshire and West Island Way Coastal paths. 
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7.2 Cloch Point to Inverkip 
This coastal character area is set against the stretch of the Clyde that finally narrows before 
it turns east into the Inner Firth. This stretch of coast is seen as a swathe of semi-natural 
woodland and open farmland that contrasts with the developed inner Firth. The relatively 
undeveloped coast is popular for informal recreation, with good public access on paths along 
the coast linked to generous car parking.  
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7.2.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Cloch Point to Inverkip 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The Upper Firth of Clyde forms a broad channel between and is a relatively 
sheltered stretch of water, although it can be exposed from the south west and this 
is evident on sections of this shore. It forms the final stretch of east facing shore 
before accessing the inner Firth, and its semi-natural character is a contrast to the 
developed Inner Firth. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

The Upper Firth of Clyde is used by commercial shipping, which on arrival slows 
down to enter the Inner Firth, where sometimes large ships are picked up by tugs. 
This stretch of water is very popular for recreational sailing accessing the large 
marinas of Kip and Largs as well as yachts passing through to the other parts of 
the Firth. Lunderston Bay is used as a temporary anchorage in settled conditions.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is irregular, the key indentation being the long sweeping Lunderston 
Bay, which is sheltered to the south by Ardgowan Point. Largely undeveloped, 
with the A770 along the coast only at the most northerly section of this area, the 
coast is accessed by a well made path.  Where Lunderston Bay lies adjacent to 
the wide alluvial fan of Ardgowan the coast is relatively open. There is a moderate 
tidal reach within this bay, with a sandy/shingle foreshore revealed at low tide, 
although the coast becomes rockier to the north.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The hinterland combines the steep slopes and rocky outcrops at Cloch Point, 
which are extensively wooded and the almost flat alluvial fan of farmland and 
designed landscape at Ardgowan. Policies are most strongly associated with the 
raised beaches which cut across this farmland, and in clumps of trees sheltering 
the fields. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Apart from the lighthouse at Cloch Point, here is no formal settlement on this 
coast. There are, however, several small seasonally used huts set on the 
landward edge of the foreshore, tucked behind stone walls and made of salvaged 
materials. 
The informal access route is also a cycleway, and there is a large carpark and a 
play facility at Lunderston Bay. The A770 extends along the coast at Cloch Point. 
There are some buildings set back from the coast, including the Cardwell garden 
centre and the estate buildings and ruined tower associated with Ardgowan. 
There are three wind turbines which are visible above the works on Cloch Point 
when travelling north through the firth, and a caravan site tucked into woodland on 
the upper slopes behind Cloch lighthouse. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The 200-year-old white painted lighthouse at Cloch Point is a widely visible 
landmark building, marking where ships turn in and out of the inner Clyde. The fine 
late 18th century Ardgowan house is set back from the top of the raised beach, and 
is partially hidden from the coast and sea by wooded policies. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

The coast is secluded but not remote or isolated, as it is very accessible and also 
overlooked by the A770. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The relatively undeveloped, wooded landscape and designed features contrast 
with more extensively developed stretches of coast in the inner Clyde and in 
Ayrshire. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The well used coastal path, from which there are extensive views taking in much 
of this seascape area, and reaching as far south as the chimney of the Power 
Station at Inverkip is a key viewpoint for this area, as are views from the sea.  
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7.2.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Cloch Point to Inverkip 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 

High sensitivity 
The irregular coastline, and the degree of overlook from well used coastal path 
as well as the setting of Cloch Point lighthouse and Ardgowan estate all combine 
to raise sensitivity of this stretch of sea and coast, which also contributes to the 
arrival at the inner firth. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
Lack of major or prominent shoreline development is a key characteristic of this 
stretch of coast, which is a long stretch of undeveloped accessible coast valued 
for recreation between long stretches of much more developed coastline. The 
small huts along the foreshore are very modest and discreetly sited and do not 
detract from the sense of seclusion, but instead add intrigue. The setting of the 
lighthouse at Cloch Point is an additional sensitivity 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
Lack of major or prominent shoreline development is a key characteristic of this 
secluded stretch of coast, which includes a substantial stretch of undeveloped 
accessible coast valued for recreation between long stretches of much more 
developed coastline. The profile and relief of the raised beaches increase 
sensitivity to tall structures on land. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
Policy woodlands both reinforce the sense of seclusion (by obscuring traffic 
noise and views of the road) and are a key feature of this area.  

 
7.2.3 Cloch Point to Inverkip: Opportunities and guidance 

• There is very limited opportunity for shoreline and immediate coastal 
development along this stretch of coast, as the secluded character and 
relative lack of development are key characteristics which provide a contrast 
between this and more developed nearby coasts. 

• The hinterland offers some opportunity for development, but tis should be 
linked to landform features, such as the raised beaches, and avoid intruding 
into the setting of Cloch point 

• The low relief and striking form of the raised beaches severely limits option for 
siting tall structures on land close to the coast. 

• Woodland is a key characteristic and its continued management should aim to 
successfully screen development provide shelter and reinforce the policy 
character of this area. 

• The coastal walk is very well used with a busy carpark. The low key nature of 
the facilities adds to the sense of semi-naturalness 
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7.2.4 Cloch Point to Inverkip: Photographs 
 

 
The long beaches of sand and shingle are a popular 
visitor attraction 
 

 
Views down the Firth focus on the islands 
 

 
There is excellent access along this coast 

 
 

 
Several small huts are located on the shoreline, protected 
by rocky outcrops or walls built from found stone and 
objects 
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7.3 Kip Marina to Wemyss Bay 

Set on rocky tiers, this outward facing peninsula is occupied by residential development and 
the remains of the Inverkip power station. To the north, the Kip marina, sitting behind an 
artificial breakwater, is tucked into the river mouth south of Ardgowan Point. This stretch of 
coast juts into the Firth creating a sudden brief narrowing. The power station chimney is a 
key landmark feature widely across the Upper Firth, and the site is being reclaimed for 
residential and small business use. 
 
This promontory, known as Wemyss Point, was the location of Castle Wemyss, which was 
built in the mid-1800s and demolished in 1984. Much of the development now in place is on 
the grounds of this former estate, tucked around the remnant policies. 
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7.3.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Kip Marina to Wemyss Bay 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The Upper Firth of Clyde forms a broad channel between largely step sided 
wooded slopes and is a relatively sheltered stretch of water, although it can be 
exposed from the south west and this is evident on the south facing sections of 
this peninsula. The narrowing channel, some 3.5km at its narrowest, contributes to 
the transition between the Inner Clyde and the Upper Firth, which nevertheless 
expands suddenly south of Toward Point. There is a greater sense of expanse 
experienced, therefore, when on the water looking south. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

The Upper Firth of Clyde is used by commercial shipping, which on arrival slows 
down to enter the Inner Firth. This stretch of water is very popular for recreational 
sailing accessing Kip and Largs marinas, as well as yachts passing through to the 
other parts of the Firth. There are additional anchorages at Inverkip Bay. The ferry 
to and from Bute docks at the nearby Wemyss Bay railhead and there is a long 
metal jetty associated with the former power station.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is very rocky with a very narrow tidal reach and is largely inaccessible, 
as the rocks themselves are difficult to clamber across, and access is restricted by 
a long sea wall, private housing and the security fencing associated with the 
Inverkip Power station site. The exception is a short section of coast just at 
Inverkip, where a car park and picnic site offer elevated views over Inverkip Bay. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

This low promontory is formed by rocky raised beaches tiered back from the coast. 
The promontory and coast is largely wooded where there is no settlement or other 
development. The woodland combines remnant policies and shelterwood with 
some semi-natural broadleaves. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The settlement is a mixture fine, large villas, blocks of flats and bungalows in the 
older part of the settlement to new housing estates, some of which limit access to 
the coast, adjacent to the Inverkip Power station site. The site itself is currently 
being demolished to make way for new housing and industrial development. 
These are accessed off quiet residential roads. The sandstone walls within older 
residential areas offer a unifying element. 
Kip marina includes a small flatted settlement overlooking the marina. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The chimney of the former Inverkip power station is, at 236m, the tallest free 
standing structure in Scotland, and is a widely visible land mark feature. The jetty 
associated with the power station is also a key feature. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

The coast is difficult to access from land, but is largely developed, limiting any 
sense of seclusion or remoteness. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The sheer height of the former power station chimney, as a single one off feature, 
is dramatic in this landscape. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The key viewpoint is the car park and picnic site at Inverkip Bay, where views of 
the coast from the A78 are also possible.  
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7.3.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Kip Marina to Wemyss Bay 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 

Some sensitivity 
The key sensitivities to this type of development are the overlook from housing 
and the setting of Inverkip Bay and the Inverkip power station chimney.  

 
Settlement 
 

Low sensitivity 
This stretch of coast is largely developed, or influenced by development, and 
there is a clear topography which establishes a tiered settlement pattern 
allowing for banks of woodland to provide a setting for further development. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Low sensitivity 
Shoreline infrastructure and jetties could feature as part of coastal 
redevelopment in this location, and could be used to promote increased access 
to the coast and the sea, as in general access and engagement with the sea are 
limited along this stretch of coast. The profile and relief of the raised beaches 
increase sensitivity to tall structures on land. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
Woodland is a key element in this landscape, as it provides shelter and 
containment for buildings and by providing a setting, unifies the diverse range of 
building styles on the coast. 

 
7.3.3 Kip Marina to Wemyss Bay: Opportunities and guidance 

• Should the opportunity arise, the form of the artificial breakwater sheltering 
Kip marina could be altered to create a more natural appearance, with 
associated planting. 

• Any future development or redevelopment should aim to establish good public 
access to the coast, and this could include some type of structure which 
extended into the sea 

• Woodland is a key characteristic of the settlement in this area, providing local 
shelter but also unifying the settlement which has a diverse range of building 
styles which would appear cluttered otherwise. Aim to maintain and expand 
woodland as the Inverkip site is being redeveloped. 
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7.3.4  Kip Marina to Wemyss Bay: Photographs 
 

 
The coast is hard and rocky, with sea defences added 
often in the form of stone walls 

 

 
Inverkip marina, tucked behind its breakwater 
 

 
Inverkip Chimney – a landmark feature on this coast and 
widely visible for other coastal character areas 

 
 

 
Access to the shoreline is nearly consistently restricted by 
private gardens extending to the shore or the difficulty in 
crossing the rocky outcrops 
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7.4 Skelmorlie 
This stretch of coast extends from Wemyss Bay to the flats at Shuma Court. This coast is 
relatively regular and its rocky shore is difficult to access, although the main A78 runs along 
its length. The sea channel here rapidly widens as it extends south, so that by the time this 
coast is parallel with Bogany Point on Bute, the channel is 9km wide and part of a complex 
conjunction of sea ways between Farland Point and Rothesay Sound. 
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7.4.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Skelmorlie 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This stretch of coast contributes to the narrowing of the channel of the Upper Firth 
of Forth, but the seascape here is part of the more complex conjunction of 
waterways between the Cumbraes and Rothesay Sound, so that it feels broad in 
expanse and ‘borrows’ views along channels which add to sense of distance to the 
north, south and west. This channel is sheltered by the Cumbraes and Bute, but 
exposed to winds being funnelled north/south. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is frequent passage of commercial shipping, heading for the inner Firth. This 
stretch of water is also very popular for recreational sailing accessing the large 
marinas of Kip and Largs as well as yachts passing through to the other parts of 
the Firth, and crossing over to enter the Kyles and Rothesay Sound. In addition 
the ferry to and from Bute docks at Wemyss Bay railhead. There are anchorages 
in Wemyss Bay.   

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is very rocky with a very narrow tidal reach and is largely inaccessible, 
as the rocks themselves are difficult to clamber across, and there is no shoreline 
path or pavement, only the busy A78 edged with railings. Access is further 
impeded by the gardens of private houses which extend to the shore, and by the 
restrictions which do not permit crossing of the railway line at Wemyss Bay. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The shore backs onto a narrow coastal plain, which in places is only wide enough 
to accommodate the A78 and a single line of houses in the lee of the abrupt steep 
cliff of the raised beach. This sandstone raised beach is partially wooded, and 
dotted with occasional caves. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The settlement pattern is narrow and linear occupying the flat coastal plain, but is 
usually set back against the raised beach, with gardens and the busy A78 
between the houses or flats and the shore. There are a prominent group of tall 
flats at Shuma Court, a line of older houses on the seaward side of the A78 near 
the ferry terminal. The very fine railway station (built in 1903/04) at Wemyss Bay 
leads directly to the ferry terminal, which has a modest slipway. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The railway station, with its tall clock tower, and ferry terminal are key features of 
this coast. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

The coast is difficult to access from land, but is largely developed, limiting any 
sense of seclusion or remoteness. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The integrity and historic character of the railway station which offers a grand 
arrival to the ferry terminal. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The key viewpoint is the ferry to and from Bute, although there are also views from 
the A78 coastal road. 
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7.4.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Skelmorlie 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 

Some sensitivity 
The key sensitivities to this type of development are the overlook from housing 
and the sense of arrival at the ferry terminal and setting of the railway station.  

 
Settlement 
 

Low sensitivity 
This stretch of coast is largely developed, or influenced by development, and 
there is a clear topography which establishes a linear settlement pattern, with 
houses and other buildings set back against the raised beach on the landward 
side of the road. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Low sensitivity 
Shoreline infrastructure and jetties could feature as part of coastal development 
in this location, and could be used to promote increased access to the coast and 
the sea, as in general access and engagement with the sea are limited along 
this stretch of coast. The profile and relief of the raised beaches increase 
sensitivity to tall structures on land. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
Woodland is a key element in this landscape, as it provides a backdrop to 
settlement and could be developed to unify the settlement and any proposed 
extension. 

 
7.4.3 Skelmorlie: Opportunities and guidance 

• The setting of the Wemyss Bay railway station and ferry terminal, and the 
sense of arrival at the ferry terminal should be conserved and enhanced. 

• There is a strong settlement pattern, which is generally set back from the 
coast on the landward side of the A78, with gardens and green space 
separating the road from the buildings. This consistent pattern for 
development should be reiterated if settlement is expanded along the coast. 

• The low relief and striking form of the raised beaches severely limits option for 
siting tall structures on land close to the coast. 

• Any future development or redevelopment should aim to establish good public 
access to the coast, although this may require some type of artificial jetty or 
pier type structure to enhance the experience. 

• Woodland could be used to further unify the settlement which has a diverse 
range of building styles which appears cluttered.  
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7.4.4  Skelmorlie: Photographs 
 

 
The ferry terminal and rail terminal at Wemyss Bay 

 
 

 
The approach to Skelmorlie from the south, showing the 
village tucked back against the raised beach 
 

 
The shore is difficult to access. The hard rocky shoreline 
is backed by the road which lies close to the coast 
 

 
Views across the Firth to Toward Point 
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7.5 Skelmorlie to Largs 
The sea channel here is part of a complex conjunction of sea ways between Farland Point 
and Rothesay Sound. This stretch of coast is strongly influenced by a series of small 
estates, their associated grounds and wider policies, which abut each other for the length of 
the coast. 
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7.5.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Skelmorlie to Largs 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The seascape here is part of the more complex conjunction of waterways between 
the Cumbraes and Rothesay Sound, so that it feels broad in expanse and 
‘borrows’ views along channels which add to sense of distance to the north, south 
and west. This channel is sheltered by the Cumbraes and Bute, but exposed to 
winds being funnelled north/south. From the coast, the extent of the sea seems 
more limited, as not all the open sea channels are clearly visible. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is frequent passage of commercial shipping, heading for the Inner Firth. 
This stretch of water is also very popular for recreational sailing accessing the 
large marinas of Kip and Largs as well as yachts passing through to the other 
parts of the Firth, and crossing over to enter the Kyles and Rothesay Sound. In 
addition the ferries to and from Bute and Great Cumbrae are very visible. There 
are no anchorages on this coast. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is gently irregular, with a shingle/stoney foreshore punctuated with 
frequent stretches of rocky shore. A sandy beach is revealed at low tide at Meigle 
Bay. Otherwise, this coast has a narrow tidal reach. Access is relatively easy from 
parking places along the A78, and the car park at Meigle Bay.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The shore backs onto a narrow coastal plain, occupied by pastures, some of which 
are overgrown ungrazed grassland, which in turn are set against a long unifying 
stretch of raised beach cliff. Woodland occupies these steeper slopes, and these 
woods are part of wider policies and designed landscapes which extend along the 
length of this coast, providing a setting for several large houses. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The A78 extends along the length of the coast, although it is not right on the 
shoreline. A number of large houses – such as Skelmorlie and Knock castles – sit 
back from the coast, high up on terraces or raised beaches. The presence of these 
estates influences other built structures, so that the sparse settlement pattern is 
largely the occasional gatehouse or other estate building, and numerous stone 
walls. The small village of Meigle sits back against the raised beach at Meigle Bay. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Knock castle and the refurbished Skelmorlie Castle are visible from the sea, 
although partially hidden by woodland, especially in summer. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

The continuous presence of the road limits any sense of seclusion or remoteness. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The consistency of the woodland pattern and policies creates a unified landscape 
character which enhances the setting of the estate houses. The castles can 
appear dramatic, set in their elevated locations 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The slightly outward facing curve of the coast permits sustained panoramic views 
of the Great Cumbrae and the profile of Bute from the A78, backed by the higher 
peaks of Cowal, Arrochar to the north and Arran to the south.  
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7.5.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Skelmorlie to Largs 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 

Some sensitivity 
The key sensitivities to this type of development are the overlook from the road, 
especially from laybys and from yachts coming close to the shore to access 
Largs marina from the north. Views to Bute and more distant hills are sensitive 
to tall structures 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
This stretch of coast is undeveloped, with buildings already occupying an 
established pattern, generally located on the top of raised beaches or back 
against the raised beach.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
Modest jetties of a domestic scale could be accommodated along this coast if 
related to the clusters of hinterland settlement. The profile and relief of the raised 
beaches increase sensitivity to tall structures on land. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
Woodland is a key element in this landscape, but otherwise changes of land use 
are unlikely to affect the experience of the coast or sea. 

 
7.5.3 Skelmorlie to Largs: Opportunities and guidance 

• The integrity of this stretch of coast is created by the consistent presence of 
policy woodland and strong settlement pattern. The policy woodland, which 
occupies the steeper slopes, is visible form the sea, framing the larger houses 
and castles 

• The setting of the castles and large houses should be respected in any future 
siting of shoreline development, as should views to and from these land mark 
buildings 

• Scope for offshore development is limited to small low structures that do not 
intrude into the profile of Bute or other islands and land forms 

• The low relief and striking form of the raised beaches severely limits option for 
siting tall structures on land close to the coast. 

• Although settlement is sparse, it is clearly related to the raised beaches, 
either tucked back against the steep face or located above the raised beach, 
on an elevated terrace. There are no buildings between the A78 and the sea, 
and shoreline buildings larger than low boat sheds should be discouraged. 
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7.5.4 Skelmorlie to Largs: Photographs 
 

 
Sandy/shingle shoreline along this stretch of coast 

 
 

 
The wooded raised beach forms a pronounced edge to 
the narrow strip of coastal pastures 
 

 
The road lies close to the coast, and laybys offer 
opportunities to access the coast on foot 
 

 
Views south to Great Cumbrae 
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7.6 Largs 
The narrow channel of Fairlie Roads extends between Largs and the island of Great 
Cumbrae. The channel is 2km wide, greatly restricting the expanse of seascape. Largs is a 
resort town, set on the lower slopes of the rugged Renfrewshire Heights of Clyde Muirshiel 
Regional Park.  In the town centre, the coast is a pebble shore with formal promenades and 
esplanades by a sea wall. Elsewhere, settlement comes right down to the rocky shingle 
shore, and there is an excellent, informal shoreline access route. 
 
Largs is a seaside resort, established around the pier and its ferry to Great Cumbrae. Its 
connections with the sea are reinforced by the establishment of one of the largest marinas in 
Scotland south of town and a number of slipways. The town hosts a summer regatta. In 
addition, there is an annual Viking festival, which includes burning a viking replica boat. The 
Pencil monument, which commemorates the Battle of Largs between Norway and Scotland 
in 1263. 
 

 
 
 

 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 7 Upper Firth of Clyde and the Cumbraes 24 

7.6.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Largs 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The seascape setting is enclosed within the narrow Fairlie Roads channel, 
approximately 2km across, which forms a sudden restriction when experienced 
entering the channel from the north or south. These narrow channels around the 
Cumbraes are a key transition point between the Lower and Upper Firths. The 
steep slopes of the Renfrewshire heights reinforces enclosure, and Great 
Cumbrae shelters this coast. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is frequent maritime activity, with the constant passage of the ferry to Great 
Cumbrae and yachts travelling to and from Largs marina. The new ferry pier was 
completed in 2009, with the small ferry leaving every half hour. Fishing boats are 
common, and vessels can be seen moored at the deepwater jetty at nearby 
Hunterston. Largs has a lifeboat station.  PS Waverley visits in summer, and there 
are international sailing events and regattas at Largs which attract large numbers 
of visitors. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is irregular, with a series of linked, slightly curved bays sheltered by 
promontories. The beaches are shingle with some sandy or stoney foreshore, and 
the promontories include rocky outcrops and small alluvial fans. There is a seawall 
along the entire coast. In the town centre it supports lit promenades and 
esplanades.  
Except for the town centre, there is no main road sitting between the town and the 
shore, instead gardens, long stretches of mown grassland park, dotted with seats 
and kiosks and residential roads back onto a coast easily accessed by a series of 
linked paths and pavements. There are a number of slipways, including one 
established to host sailing regattas and competitive events. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Largs is located on the lower, more gentle west facing hill slopes of the 
Renfrewshire Heights, which rise steeply to the visually prominent Knock Hill. 
Behind the settlement, grazing land is fragmented by small areas of commercial 
forestry. To the south, the Haylie Brae winds into town down the steep Castle Hill 
overlooking a golf course at the edge of Kelburn Castle estate. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

The town centre at Largs Bay is a busy hub, with through roads, parking, shops 
and businesses all congregating close to the pier and the ferry terminal. This 
contrasts with the quieter residential streets, which extend in a grid pattern from 
the coast, allowing framed views of the sea to be experienced when travelling west 
down hill to the coast. Like Fairlie, the main through roads and the railway in Largs 
are set back from the coast, so that the town extends right to the sea. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Several red sandstone church spires are features within town and from Great 
Cumbrae, with Clark Memorial Church (1890) dominating the northern promenade, 
along with the art deco Nardini’s cafe. There are several fine monuments by the 
southern promenade.  A stand of pine trees marks the end of built development at 
the south end of town along with Largs’ most famous landmark, the Pencil 
Monument marking the location of the Battle of Largs.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast is urbanised in character, a popular resort, with no experience of 
isolation or even seclusion.  

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

While not an aesthetic quality, there is a strong feeling of ‘seaside resort’ in this 
town which feels busy in all seasons and has a varied range of attractions.  The 
sandy beaches at the south are attractive.  Sunsets over Great Cumbrae – with 
Arran behind – can be dramatic.  

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The promenade and access route along the coast, as well as the ferry terminal 
and to the south, the Pencil Monument, are key viewpoints. Nardini’s Esplanade 
Café and ice cream parlour is a landmark Art Deco building that provides views of 
the Clyde.  The recognisable profiles of the Cumbraes, Arran and the Cowal hills 
are visible from this coast, and can be backlit at sunset. 
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7.6.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Largs 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The irregular coastline as well as high degree of overlook increase the sensitivity 
of this stretch of coast.  The enclosure created by Great Cumbrae island 
reduces the sense of expanse and capacity to absorb structures.  Structures 
closer to shore will be overlooked in places.  The nearby tall cranes of Clydeport 
Hunterston terminal, the coal conveyor and the proposed testing site for wind 
turbines will increase the sensitivity of the remaining undeveloped sea to other 
structures, as there is a danger of visual clutter.   

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
The setting of the Pencil Monument and existing focus of the church spires are 
key sensitivities. Scope for buildings close to the shore is limited by the need to 
maintain the spacious mown grass setting of the promenades that reinforce the 
‘resort’ character.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
Existing foci for development are less sensitive to change, but both the design 
and the build quality of infrastructure needs to be high to maintain the feel of a 
high quality resort.   
New infrastructure and development should aim to respect the scale and setting 
of features but may introduce clutter if the sizes and types of development have 
no regard to existing structures.  It is especially important to avoid fragmenting 
the grass sward as it acts as a simple foil to busier elements of the townscape.  
In addition, the simple design of key elements, such as the promenades, 
strengthen visual coherence.   
Tall structures on the backdrop hills will be prominent from the sea, detract from 
the focus of the town and overlook the resort 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
It is unlikely that changes to land management behind the settlement will affect 
the setting of this stretch of coast  
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7.6.3 Largs: Opportunities and guidance 

• Take into account the experience from the sea, which is experienced by many 
from the ferry and pleasure craft.  Views from the shipping channel focus on 
the town’s church spires, Nardini’s and the broader upland hinterland. 
Structures on the hills will be prominent from the sea and also overlook the 
resort. 

• Maintain the open parkland between south Largs and the marina, as this 
grass acts as a foil to the visual clutter of masts, marine buildings and car 
parks.   

• The grass sward along much of the coast, including the northern promenade, 
is a simple foil to the variety of buildings and kiosks, and provides a well 
scaled setting for the promenade: it should be retained and fragmentation 
discouraged. 

• New structures should aim to reflect the location and scale of existing 
buildings and build on the existing orientation of the built pattern.   

• The setting of The Pencil Monument should be conserved. 
• Views to Great Cumbrae are a particular feature of this stretch of coast, and 

should be considered in the siting of off shore structures 
• The pine trees at Warrenpark Road are local landmarks on this generally 

treeless shore; management may be required for their retention or 
replacement in time. 

• It is important to maintain and enhance where necessary the quality of the 
built structures and infrastructure – including paving, railings, and street 
furniture – to consolidate the impression of a high quality resort and reinforce 
a strong sense of place. 

 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 7 Upper Firth of Clyde and the Cumbraes 27 

7.6.4  Largs: Photographs 
 

 
The spire of Clark Memorial Church is a landmark feature, 
and especially visible from the ferry 

 
 

 
The mown grass frontage overlooking the promenade 
with its structures which reinforce the impression of a 
seaside resort 
 

 
These pines are a key feature at the southern end of the 
town 
 

 
Sunset over Great Cumbrae emphasises its silhouette 
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7.7 Largs to Goldenberry  
This stretch of coast, from The Pencil Monument at Largs to the coast below Goldenberry at 
Hunterston and pivoted on the town of Fairlie, is marked by its strong industrial and 
recreational relationships with the sea, and by the number and extent of infrastructure 
required to support these activities.  The designed landscapes of Kelburn and Hunterston 
characterise the hinterland.  The dominant element of the coast is that the shore has been 
so heavily modified that little of its natural form remains. 

Fairlie is known for the many hundreds of ‘fast and bonnie’ yachts2 designed and built by 
three generations of the Fife family on the village foreshore (1170 – 1938). Two raced in the 
America’s Cup. Largs Yacht Haven is the largest marina in Scotland.  

This area has been a historic focus for large development attracted by the deep but 
sheltered waters. The Clydeport deepwater terminal is the UK’s largest port for ore and coal. 
The former oil construction yard at Hunterston is now being proposed as a testing site for off 
shore wind turbines. The Hunterston A (Magnox) nuclear power station is closed, and the 
adjacent Hunterston B is due to be decommissioned in 2016. 

 

 
 
                                                
2 www.fairlieyachts.com 
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7.7.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Largs to Goldenberry 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Fairlie Roads is a narrow channel, but it is also one of the deepest sea entrance 
channels in northern Europe.  These narrow seaways around the Cumbraes are a 
key transition point between the Lower and Upper Firths. The shoreline is largely 
dominated by imported material that emphasise the need for protection from 
waves, winds and tides.  Yet the close proximity of Little and Great Cumbrae 
islands provide shelter and reduces the expansiveness of the sea.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is frequent maritime activity, with yachts travelling to and from Largs Yacht 
Haven which has berths for 750 boats. There are additional serviced moorings and 
covered storage at Fairlie marina. Large vessels berth at Hunterston, the 
Clydeport deepwater terminal, which is the UK’s largest port for importing ore and 
coal. The mile long gantry with its two travelling gantry cranes reaches out into the 
Fairle Roads channel.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

While much of the coast is modified with a narrow tidal reach, there are large 
sandy beaches, important for birdlife, at south Fairlie, Gull’s Walk and Hunterston 
Sands revealed at low tide. Most of the coastline between these has been very 
modified and is protected by rock embankments, paved revetments, rip rap, sea 
walls and gabion walls.  There are extensive areas of reclaimed land. Jetties, piers 
and headlands project into the sea at regular intervals.  Access to much of the 
shore is difficult and is frequently restricted by security fencing, with the exception 
of the excellent shoreline access below sea and garden walls at Fairlie. 
There is a car park and picnic area on headlands to north and south of Fairlie. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The coast and its immediate hinterland are greatly modified especially where the 
industrial yards are located at Hunterston. The town of Fairlie sits on a low coastal 
ledge, with the Clyde Muirshiel Hills, including the prominent Kaim Hill, rising 
behind. The steep wooded slopes combine pasture with belts of woodland 
associated with the setting of Kelburn Castle and Country Park. Further policies 
are associated with Hunterston House. 
Kelburn windfarm is located behind Fairlie in the Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park. 
The Ayrshire Coastal path is set back from the coast along part of this stretch. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

The only residential settlement is Fairlie, a small village hugging the sweeping bay 
between two headlands and taking advantage wherever possible of the sea views.  
The main road and the railway are set back from the coast, with the result that 
houses extend down to the shore, protected by high sea and garden walls. 
The area is dominated by the large infrastructure associated with two nuclear 
power stations, Clydeport terminal, the construction yard and turbine testing 
station, pylons, the conveyor to the coal railhead and the marinas.  

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The Hunterston cranes are sculptural landmarks, and the ships moored at their 
pier are lit at night, creating temporary features.  Hunterston B is also lit at night.  
Kaim Hill’s distinctive profile is a landmark on an otherwise unremarkable skyline.   
The Waste Water Treatment Works, designed to look in keeping as a Victorian red 
brick building, is located on the former jetty at Fairlie and is a local feature.   

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no experience of isolation on this coast, which is limited by the amount of 
development and the sound of activity.  

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The simplicity of Fairlie, with its buildings (including recent residential 
development), directly fronting the sea creates a settlement of unity and integrity.   

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The Ayrshire Coastal Path is a key viewpoint, especially around Hunterston where 
access by vehicle is not encouraged.  The Largs marina provides a promontory 
viewpoint, as do the headlands to north and south of Fairlie where there are picnic 
sites. The recognisable profiles of the Cumbraes, Arran and the Cowal hills are 
visible from this coast, and can be back lit at sunset. 
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7.7.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Largs to Goldenberry 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 

High sensitivity 
The enclosure created by Great Cumbrae island reduces the sense of expanse 
and capacity to absorb structures.  Structures closer to shore will be overlooked 
in places.  Although the coast has been heavily industrialised, the cranes of 
Clydeport Hunterston terminal, the coal conveyor and the proposed testing site 
for wind turbines increase the sensitivity of the remaining undeveloped sea to 
other structures, as there is a danger of visual clutter.   

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
The setting of Kelburn Castle is a key sensitivity.  Maintaining separation 
between Largs and Fairlie will assist in retaining their separate identities. The 
focus of Fairlie on a particular stretch of bay between two promontories gives it a 
clear identity in an area which could be cluttered with development. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 
 

Some sensitivity 
The Hunterston peninsula is heavily industrialised and continues to be 
considered for further built development, which would be appropriate.  Key 
sensitivities include the view north to the “Arrochar Alps” from Hunterston 
House, from the A78, from West Kilbride and from the “Fairlie Moor” or “Dalry 
Moor” C-road.  The extension of either marina may intrude further into views 
from Kelburn Castle.   
Whilst the shore is industrialised, tall structures on the adjacent hills would 
complicate the simple backdrop that the uplands provide.   

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
It is unlikely that changes to land use behind the settlement will affect the setting 
of this stretch of coast.  

 
 
7.7.3 Largs to Goldenberry: Opportunities and guidance 

• Views to the sea and Great Cumbrae from Kelburn Castle and the Country 
Park are highly sensitive, and incursion into the designed landscape by 
housing development should be discouraged. 

• Continued undertaking an audit of the signage, footpath network and the 
‘street furniture’ within this area, to encourage use of the access network 

• Consider facilitating access to the shore for bird watching at Hunterston 
Sands and Gull’s Walk. 

• There may be scope for linking the Ayrshire Coastal Path up to the top of 
Goldenberry Hill, and facilitating a limited amount of car parking. 

• Consider ways to reclaim and celebrate the history of the Fife yachts at 
Fairlie. 
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7.7.4 Largs to Goldenberry: Photographs 
 

 
Largs marina and Hunterston from above 

 
 

 
At sunset, the profile of Arran, and here the cranes at 
Hunterton are revealed in silhouette 
 

 
Security fence around the Fairlie marina limits access 
options 
 

 
The white weather-tight envelop of the decommissioned 
Hunterston A nuclear power station 
 

 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 7 Upper Firth of Clyde and the Cumbraes 32 

7.8 Goldenberry to Farland Head 
This short stretch of rocky coast is backed by a narrow raised beach. The high wooded cliff 
is at the foot of distinctive low rounded hills.  Most of the area is out of sight from mainland 
Ayrshire, located at the outermost edge of the Hunterston peninsula, and accessible only on 
foot or by boat. The dominant elements of the coast are sandstone rocks, be they natural or 
dressed to form small harbours by the castle, and views of four Clyde islands.   

Portencross Castle, which sits right on the shore, is reputed to be the last resting place of 
Scottish kings on their way to Iona by ship for burial, and to have been used by the Stewart 
kings sailing from Troon (i.e. Dundonald Castle) to Rothesay Castle on the Isle of Bute. It is 
‘paired’ with a similar tower house castle on a small island of Little Cumbrae, across the 
strait. 
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7.8.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Goldenberry to Farland Head 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Fairlie Roads is a narrow channel, but it is also one of the deepest sea entrance 
channels in northern Europe. Farland Head and Little Cumbrae mark a key 
transition point between the more expansive Lower Firth and the narrower Upper 
Firth. The shoreline seems dominated by natural forces, with waves, winds and 
tides sculpting the rocks, and wind chamfering the trees on the cliffs behind the 
coast. The coast looks south down the expanse of the firth, giving it a light, airy 
setting which can also feel exposed.  In contrast, views across to the smaller 
islands close by emphasise the sheltered setting of the two harbours.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Ships, including container ships, tend to travel in the middle distance.  There are 
two small stone built harbours at Portencross that are a base for RIBS and a few 
small boats.  There is a pier, in a state of disrepair but used for fishing.   

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline is rocky, with many small inlets, and projections such as Jenny’s 
Dyke.  There is an interesting variety of rocks – dolerite, basalt, conglomerate or 
pudding stone, mudstone and Old Red sandstone.  The Castle includes Ross of 
Mull granite.  There are two small square harbours at Portencross: the Old 
Harbour is a natural tidal inlet, the New Harbour is man made but its sandstone 
rocks blend with the natural coast.  There is a Victorian pier, now used for fishing 
rather than Clyde steamers.  
The Portencross car park and picnic area fronts the sea at a natural edge.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Behind the shore north of the village is a narrow raised beach used for grazing.  In 
the past, the chief crop was potatoes (Portencross Earlies were famous in their 
day).  The hinterland behind the cliff face is grazed.  The Ayrshire Coastal Path 
follows the track from Portencross to Goldenberry, using an artificial opening 
called the “Throughlet” blasted through a dyke running from the cliffs to the shore.   

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

The road from West Kilbride finishes at Portencross.  There is one isolated cottage 
below the cliff.  Otherwise, a straggle of houses, cottages and terraces sit either 
around the castle or along the base of the adjacent cliff. 
A car park and picnic area mark the end of the road. The Ayrshire Coastal Path is 
low key. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Portencross castle or tower house (14th century, partially restored) appears to rise 
directly out of the rocky shoreline, and is paired with a similar Castle on the other 
side of the Fairlie Roads on Little Cumbrae. The cutting in the rock (The 
Throughlet) is a local feature.  Bluffs in the cliffs are distinctive enough to be 
named: The Three Sisters, and The Hawking Craig. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

North of the Throughlet the coast feels very secluded. The lack of lighting on this 
and the opposite coast of Little Cumbrae and Bute promotes ‘dark skies’. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The views to the islands, the castle, the interesting configuration and fine 
construction of the two stone harbours, the wooded cliff and its pale bluffs, the 
peace and quiet, combine to makes this an attractive semi- natural stretch of coast 
that contrasts with more developed and industrialised coasts nearby. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The closer Ayrshire mainland is out of view, therefore the focus is on the expanse 
of the wide panorama to Great Cumbrae, Little Cumbrae, Bute, Arran and Ailsa 
Craig. 
The castle, the two harbours, the pier and the car park picnic area, as well as this 
secluded stretch of the Ayrshire Coastal Path, are all important viewpoints.  Views 
to Arran, and to the house and castle on Little Cumbrae, are particularly important. 
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Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Goldenberry to Farland Head 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 

Very high sensitivity 
The narrowness of the sea to the west and north, the sense of ‘gateway’ at this 
transition point on the Firth, the historic character of the coast, the absence of 
industrial development both here and on Little Cumbrae, and the contrast 
between this and more developed stretches of coast combine to increase 
sensitivity to offshore development.   
Views to Little Cumbrae and Arran are particularly sensitive. 

 
Settlement 

Some sensitivity 
Any new building should aim to respect the building line, and be located back 
against the raised beach. Additional settlement along the shoreline should be 
resisted, and the setting of the castle is a key constraint. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 
 

Very high sensitivity 
The lack of infrastructure is an important characteristic contributing to the area’s 
sense of antiquity.  The setting of Portencross Castle is highly sensitive. 
 
 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The hinterland is generally out of sight behind the high cliff line, and changes in 
land management are unlikely to affect the coast.   

 
7.8.2 Goldenberry to Farland Head: Opportunities and guidance 

• Any additional buildings should respect the size and profile of existing 
buildings and avoid over extending the village. New buildings should be 
located back against the raised beach 

• Any development should avoid intruding into the setting of the castle. 
• Development should not be located along the shoreline and immediate coast, 

where it is likely to impact on the experience and visual drama as well as the 
landscape character of the coast. 

• The visual focus of Arran is a key constraint to tall offshore development. 
• Consider undertaking an audit to review the path surfacing, signage, and 

seating requirements in the village. 
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7.8.3  Goldenberry to Farland Head: Photographs 
 

 
Portencross Castle, backed by a huddle of houses, 
guards the shore 

 
 

 
The beautifully engineered harbour blends dressed rocks 
with the rough shoreline 
 

 
The coastal path is overlooked by the grey rocky bluffs of 
the Three Sisters rising out of the woodland 
 

 
The picnic area at Farland Head is a popular destination, 
with its panoramic views, although the picnic furniture 
requires maintenance 
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7.9 Great or Big Cumbrae island 
This island is known and loved as a family holiday island, described in a tourist leaflet as 
“Scotland’s most accessible island, the perfect destination for the whole family”. Along with 
Little Cumbrae Island, it is located at the transition between the Lower and upper Firth, 
reinforcing the narrow ‘gateway’ at this point on the Clyde. The coastline is irregular, with red 
sandstone rocks interspersed with beaches that are generally small.  The raised beach 
behind the shore varies in width, narrowing where low wooded ridges of pale igneous rock 
reach the coast.    

Millport is the only town on the island, and has been assessed separately in the following 
section. 
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7.9.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 

 Great or Big Cumbrae 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Along with Little Cumbrae, Great Cumbrae lies between the mainland and Bute, 
where it divides this Upper Firth into two channels, a constriction which reinforces 
the sense of ‘gateway’ into the Upper firth. While the channels are relatively 
sheltered by Bute and the Cumbraes, they can be exposed from the north and 
south. The island is low, and the entire shoreline seems dominated by natural 
forces, with waves and winds sculpting the sandstone rocks. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

The Ro-Ro ferry runs every half hour from Largs to the Tattie Pier.  The ferries for 
Dunoon and Rothesay are clearly visible crossing the Firth to the north. The 
channels are frequented by sailing dinghies from the Water Sports Training Centre 
and yachts from Largs and Fairlie marinas. Anchorages are available at Balloch 
Bay and Tormont End. Fishing boats and kayaks also come close to the shore. 
Navy vessels can be seen on exercise.  Tramp steamers and cargo vessels pass 
relatively close to the west, PS Waverley passes en route to Millport. Large 
container ships at Hunterston ore terminal can be heard off loading their cargo.   

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The island exhibits a very wide variety of experiences in its 10 mile circumference. 
Access to the coast is easy from the coast road, where people on bicycles seem to 
outnumber cars. Frequent small lay-bys, seats and picnic areas allow the shore to 
be experienced at close range. There are several slips, jetties, and pontoons.  
Various monuments – the oldest dated 1844, the newest 2005 – commemorate 
loss of life at sea, adding to the sense of place.   
Most of the shore is dominated by wind and water. Sculpted Old Red Sandstone 
slabs are interspersed by small gritty, shelly or pebbly beaches.  Pale igneous 
dykes form low walls in the sandy beaches and jut into the sea.  The shore is 
backed by salt marsh, a grass verge with wildflowers, or occasional trees on the 
east coast; occasionally this is replaced by an in-situ concrete slope or rip rap.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

There is a raised beach behind much of the coast, and where there is localised 
sheltered low ground there are sheep or black cattle grazing in sight of the sea.  
There is marshland - willow carr and yellow flag iris - where there is a high water 
table.  The island rises in a few wooded terraces and cliffs – colourful in autumn - 
to enclosed grazing fields with some arable, and open moorland with small 
lochans on the highest ground.   
There is one golf course, known for its panoramic views and challenging golf.  

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Outside Millport, this island is sparsely settled, with farms on higher ground that 
are tucked away and difficult to see from the sea.  The coast and hill roads provide 
access to most of the island, and there is a good footpath network.  There are 
isolated buildings dotted around the coast behind the shore road, including the 
Glasgow University’s Marine Biological Research Station and a Water Sports 
Centre. There is one caravan site, discretely located behind the skyline.   

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

There are several notable and poignant memorials: Tomont End - prominent 
obelisk erected to two Midshipmen drowned in 1844; Keppel Pier - a monument to 
the safe return here of the Scottish National Antarctic Expedition in 1904; andthe 
modern “memorial to the missing” (2005) who have “no known grave” is a metal 
plate allowing views of Bute through pierced shapes of four servicemen. 
Painted rocky features are a feature that is unique to Cumbrae – “the Indian” is a 
local landmark.  Other cliffs are named for their shapes e.g. “the lion”. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

Away from Millport, the coast is often very secluded but the evidence of human 
activity and modest recreational development limits sense of isolation.  Seclusion 
is reinforced by the separation created by its island location, the semi-natural 
character of the vegetation as well as limited built development, the lack of kerbs 
and pavements and the absence of traffic. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The appeal of the island lies in its relative accessibility – the excitement of ferry 
crossing – and the way the peaceful tranquillity of the rocky coast contrasts with 
the gentle busyness of the Millport resort.  



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 7 Upper Firth of Clyde and the Cumbraes 38 

The drama of this coastline is in part created by the easily recognisable shapes of 
the cliffs and the sculpted shapes of the rocks at the shore.  The varied texture of 
the vegetation – from wildflowers to scrub to grazed pasture and woodland – and 
the sense of dynamism on the immediate coast, all set against the reflective sea, 
adds to the attraction of this coastline.  
There is no lighting on the coast, except at the slipway, with dark skies 
experienced especially on the west coast. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The sequential “reveal” of dramatic views and features characterises the island’s 
coast.  There are many stopping points and laybys, seats, monuments and other 
features which are viewpoints, and Farland Point is popular for walking to the 
shore to sit and enjoy the view or have a BBQ.  Views from the sea, including from 
yachts and kayakers close to shore, as well as the ferry, are also significant.  
There are panoramic views from the Glaid Stone at 127m.   
Because of its location set back from the mainland coast, views from the island are 
extensive, reaching to Cowal and the Arrochar Alps, the peaks of Arran, often 
seen in profile with the sun behind, and even Ailsa Craig and the Galloway Hills. 

 
7.9.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Great or Big Cumbrae island 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The irregular shape and often remote character of the coast is the key constraint 
for low-lying offshore development, especially on the north and west side of the 
island. The narrowness of the sea channels is a further constraint, as are 
seaward views to Arran and the setting of Little or Wee Cumbrae and Bute.  
Taller structures will be more visually intrusive.  
To the east, the presence of the infrastructure at Hunterston limits development 
which may add to visual clutter. 

 
Settlement 
 

Very high sensitivity 
There is very little coastal settlement and scope for buildings close to the shore 
is limited by the sense of seclusion, its semi-natural character, and the need to 
maintain an attractive setting to key features.   

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
The seclusion of this coast is in part reinforced by the lack of development and 
dominance of semi-natural vegetation pattern along the immediate coast.  This 
experience would be compromised and diminished by additional structures, 
including masts and turbines, roads and associated traffic and other 
infrastructure which added clutter and detracted from the drama of the coastline. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The expansion of semi natural woodland would not detract from the semi-natural 
character of this stretch of coast, as long as views along the coast and notable 
geological features were respected.  The land use of the hinterland has very little 
impact on the experience of the coast.   
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7.9.3 Great or Big Cumbrae island: Opportunities and guidance 
• It is important to minimise the urbanisation of the rural shoreline of Big 

Cumbrae to retain the contrast with the resort of Millport. 
• Further built development should be resisted to retain the contrast between 

rural Cumbrae and the resort of Millport. 
• Views to Arran, Bute and Little Cumbrae are a particular feature of this stretch 

of coast, and should be considered in the siting of off shore structures. 
• There is no lighting at the coast, except at the slipway, and a policy of 

minimising lighting should be maintained to reinforce the remote character of 
the coast and the ‘dark skies’ potential of the west coast.  

• The easy accessibility of this stretch of secluded and isolated coast is likely to 
make it as suitable for kayaking and exploration from the sea as from the 
land, and this should be considered in assessing the impacts of any future 
development or recreational interest. 

• There may be opportunities to promote and improve pedestrian access to the 
shore at Portachur Point. 

• Litter can be a problem that reduces the aesthetic appeal at popular locations: 
community engagement in clean-up operations may be appropriate. 

• Consider reducing the area of manicured mown grass at the Tattie Pier, or 
reducing the number of cuts, to reduce the stark contrast with the semi-
natural shore. 
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7.9.4 Great or Big Cumbrae Island: Photographs 
 

 
The west coast of Great Cumbrae is typified by small 
bays separated by wave-worn red sandstone 
promontories 

 

 
The shore near the national centre for water sports 
 

 
The 1844 monument at Tomont End marks the 
northernmost tip of Great Cumbrae 
 

 
The wooded ridges and relict sea cliffs are key features 
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7.10 Millport 
The town of Millport on Great Cumbrae is tucked into the tight curve of a south facing bay 
enclosed by two headlands overlooking a number of smaller islands. The shore is a series of 
sandy beaches separated by low rocky sills and promontories, and the typical promenade of 
a resort with a large number of “dedicated” seats.  Islands in the bay, together with Wee 
Cumbrae close by, create shelter. The town is a popular holiday resort known for its 
“illuminations”. 
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7.10.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 

 Millport 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Millport is sheltered, but the sandy beach and its rocky exposures are revealed at 
low tide, reinforcing a sense of dynamism associated with the sea.  The sense of 
shelter is created by a few small islands called The Eileans that create a false 
horizon in Millport bay and by Wee Cumbrae 1 km to the south.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

The PS Waverley calls at Millport Pier during the summer, where fishing boats are 
moored.  Boats moor at buoys in Millport bay, but it is not a suitable anchorage if 
storms are forecast from the south or south west. There is a small informal yacht 
storage yard at the west end of the bay.   

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The resort of Millport is sited on an irregular, partially rocky bay that indents the 
south coast of Great Cumbrae. The scattered offshore islands add to the 
irregularity of the coast. It is a seaside resort typical of that enjoyed by Victorian 
trippers going “doon the watter” from Glasgow. The esplanade and promenade 
extend behind a sea wall with railings and steps, overlooking a series of sandy 
beaches separated by rocky headlands.  Buildings are set back from the shore, 
partially separated by the road and a mown grass sward. At the centre of the 
resort, the sea wall is replaced by fine stone pitching between the beach and 
pavement.  There are play areas, shelters or pavilions and “the crocodile” (a 
painted rock sill) at the beach.  Cordyline Australis trees add an exotic touch.    

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Millport is set in a bowl behind Millport Bay.  There is one golf course, known for its 
panoramic views, and a caravan site tucked away behind the town.  The island 
rises steeply behind the town to enclosed grazing fields and pockets of woodland.   

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Millport’s cottages, colourful boarding houses, sandstone terraces and grand villas 
are set back from the shore. The town is established on a tight linear grid pattern 
which extends parallel to the coast.  Large villas have the sunniest west facing 
sites at the east end of the beach.  Relatively recent development is on low ground 
inland, out of sight of the sea. Millport has a stone and timber quay. Built 
development extends along the coast, almost merging with a hotel and associated 
chalets to the west at Doughend Hole.   

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Painted rocky exposures are a feature of Cumbrae – “the crocodile” at the beach 
is a local landmark.  Millport’s war memorial is a Mercat cross style Valiant in 
strife, victors in death, by the shore.  
The slender 37m spire of the smallest cathedral in Britain, the Cathedral of the 
Argyll and the Isles (1851), is visible above the trees behind the shore road.  “The 
Garrison” mansion (1819) stands apart behind the shore road.   

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

Millport is urbanised in character, with no experience of isolated or even secluded 
coast.   

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The gentle bustle of this well kept and tidy resort contrasts with the peaceful 
tranquillity of the rest of the island, and the wide sandy beach with its sills of rock 
contrasts with the rocky coast.   
The well known “illuminations” at Millport that mark the end of its season and are a 
local attraction.  

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

Key viewpoints are all along the promenade, esplanade and at the pier which 
gives more panoramic views.  The tilted terraces, Castle, Old and New 
Lighthouses of Little Cumbrae island, together with the serrated skyline of the Isle 
of Arran, are significant features in views from the bay, as is the development at 
Hunterston.  
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7.10.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Millport 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
A key constraint is the enclosure of the bay and the irregular coast. Further 
constraints include seaward views to Arran and the setting of the scattered 
offshore islands and the Little or Wee Cumbrae, and Millport’s views focus on 
the near shore.  Taller structures will be more visually intrusive.  

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
There is a ‘resort’ character to Millport which is a key consideration in any future 
coastal development.  Both the design and the build quality of structures needs 
to be high to maintain the feel of a resort, and to avoid adding insensitively to the 
architectural mix.  Creating ribbon development, by joining Millport to isolated 
groups of buildings at either end, would be out of scale and reduce the visual 
coherence of the town and weaken its strong relationship to its bay. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
There may be scope to site appropriate development set back from the coast, 
but the key sensitivities relate to the potential for visual clutter if new 
infrastructure and development introduces more sizes and types of development 
without regard to existing structures, or if it competed with the Cathedral spire.  
Additional clutter should be avoided, as the simple design of key elements such 
as the promenade and the grassy sward (which are a unifying foil to the variety 
of building styles) can be easily compromised.  

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The land use of the hinterland has very little impact on the experience of the 
coast.   

 
7.10.3 Millport: Opportunities and guidance 

• There is a risk that additional land based development will add ribbon 
development to Millport, therefore size, massing, design and setting of any 
additional development should aim to work closely with established patterns 
of development.  

• Development should be resisted between the road and the coast wherever 
possible, to limit impacts on views of the sea. 

• Views to The Eileans in the bay, to Little Cumbrae, and to Arran, are a 
particular feature of this stretch of coast, and should be considered in the 
siting of off shore structures 

• It is important to restore, maintain, enhance and upgrade where necessary 
the quality of the built structures and infrastructure – including paving, railings, 
street furniture, and the paddling pool and boating pond – and the distinctive 
planting, such as the cordyline trees, to consolidate the impression of a high 
quality resort and ‘seaside’ atmosphere.   

• Care should be taken to avoid adding additional clutter or fragmenting the 
grass frontage to allow the promenade and the grass frontage to dominate 
and unify the front. 
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7.10.4 Millport: Photographs 
 

 
Boarding houses, villas and terraces of Millport houses 
back onto wooded slopes and overlook the sandy 
beaches of this resort town 

 

 
The brick waste water pumping stations appear 
incongruous in the simple layout of the grassy frontage 
 

 
Views to Arran are framed by Small Cumbrae and 
Portachur Point  
 

 
The Cordyline trees have an exotic appearance 
emphasising the resort character of Millport 
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7.11 Little Cumbrae or Wee Cumbrae island 
Little Cumbrae is a distinctive low wedge of stacked sloping grey basalt strata, each terraced 
layer finishing at the rocky coast with a sharp angle.  It is topped by the stumpy remains of 
the Old Lighthouse that is a landmark as far south as Ardrossan.  Little Cumbrae House and 
a castle are sited on the east coast, the New Lighthouse on the west. Access to this privately 
owned island is difficult without making prior arrangements.   
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7.11.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
The island was not visited for this study and this text is based on photographic and written 
evidence, and the experience of and from the adjacent Great or Big Cumbrae.   

 Little or Wee Cumbrae island 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Along with Great Cumbrae, Wee Cumbrae lies between the mainland and Bute, 
where it divides this Upper Firth into two channels, a constriction which reinforces 
the sense of ‘gateway’ into the Upper firth. While the channels are relatively 
sheltered by Bute and the Cumbraes, they can be exposed from the north and 
south. The island is low, and the entire shoreline seems largely dominated by 
natural forces, with waves, winds and tides sculpting the rocks. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Container ships from Hunterston Terminal pass close by the island, as do pleasure 
craft, fishing boats, navy vessels and cruise liners.  There is private access by 
boat from Largs or Millport, with landings possible at the lighthouse on the west 
coast, and moorings and a jetty near the House on the east coast.3 Temporary 
anchorages are available in the bay north of the Castle Island.  
The passing ships allow the island to be scaled in views from the mainland. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The island is small with a rocky shoreline, and a series of smaller islands along the 
east facing shore. The shoreline is characterised by dramatic cliffs and large 
boulders which make access to the foreshore difficult.  A wave cut platform forms 
a skirt around some of the island at low tide, backed by cliffs that form a backdrop 
to the imposing Little Cumbrae House on the east coast.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The island forms a flattened wedge, rising in a series of tilted terraces to 123m 
with the “trap” profile typical of its basalt geology.  Scrub, bracken and low trees 
emphasise the steeper areas between exposed outcrops and basalt cliffs.  The hill 
is open, with lush green semi-rough grassland, interspersed with marshes and 
small lochans in local hollows.  An escarpment backs the shore on the east coast, 
while there is a more pronounced raised platform on the west coast.  There has 
been some recent tree planting4. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Sparsely developed, there is a mansion house, with its gardens originally 
designed by Gertrude Jekyll, a few estate cottages and the jetty partially sheltered 
against an escarpment on the east coast.  A 14th century tower house is a 
prominent feature on a small island offshore, with panoramic views from the roof 5, 
mirroring similar castles such as Portencross, all guarding the upper reaches of 
the Firth of Clyde. 
Two lighthouses allow for safe shipping. The island has one of only two Scottish 
coal-burning lights (1757) on the hilltop - a plaque above the door of the Old 
Lighthouse states “ostendimus litora flammis” – “flames light the coast”6.  
There are no roads and access to the coast is only achieved by boat. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The tower house stands near sea level on a separate small island, paired with 
Portencross Castle on the mainland. It is prominent in views from the north where 
is it seen as an isolated feature.  From the mainland, it is backclothed by the dark 
island and much less noticeable.   
The New Lighthouse is prominent on the west coast.   

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This island feels remote, as it is difficult to access except by kayak. Permission is 
required to land.  The remoteness is reinforced by the semi-natural character of 
the vegetation as well as limited built development and the many species of birds 
present. However, the sense of isolation is likely to be slightly reduced by the 
presence of the ore and coal ships passing close by, and by the sight of 
Hunterston nuclear power station 3 km to the east. 

                                                
3 Hamish Haswell-Smith The Scottish Islands 1996. 
4 The island of Little Cumbrae – freehold / feuhold for sale Humberts Leisure 
5 John Steel and Noreen Steel Welcome to Wee Cumbrae 2009 
6 John Steel and Noreen Steel Welcome to Wee Cumbrae 2009 
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Aesthetic qualities 
 

The drama of this coastline is in part created by the dark cliffs and rocky terraces.  
The varied texture of the vegetation – from maintained gardens to woodland, 
scrub and moorland – and the sense of dynamism and movement, all set against 
the expanse of the sea, adds to the attraction of this coastline.  The Gertrude 
Jekyll gardens by the House, albeit not in their original condition, add an 
unexpected element of pleasure and bring seasonal colour. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The island with its distinctive low profile is a visual focal point in much wider views 
from neighbouring islands and mainland hilltops, except where Arran stands 
behind as a backcloth and draws the eye to its peaks.  From the Isles of Bute and 
Arran, and the sea to the west, the higher hills above the mainland coast behind 
are more significant than the island, and backcloth it. 

 
7.11.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Little Cumbrae island 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The irregular shape and often remote character of the coast is the key constraint 
for low-lying offshore development, especially on the north and west side of the 
island. The narrowness of the sea channels is a further constraint, as are 
seaward views to Arran and the setting of Little or Wee Cumbrae and Bute.  
Taller structures will be more visually intrusive.  

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
Scope for buildings close to the shore is limited by the sense of seclusion, the 
semi-natural character, and the need to maintain an attractive setting to the 
House and the old castle.  There is scope for a limited number of buildings which 
would be best located at the base of the coastal escarpment so as not to break 
the distinctive skyline but designed to be unobtrusive and to avoid competing 
with the House and Castle.   

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
For the most part, the remote character of this island is a major limitation to 
development, and the backdrop of Arran is a further constraint. The experience 
of this semi natural island would be compromised and diminished by 
development, even more so to structures that are taller than the lighthouse.  

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The expansion of semi natural woodland would not detract from the aesthetic 
qualities or semi-natural character of this stretch of coast, but may obscure the 
distinctive terraced profile in views from the mainland and Great Cumbrae.  
Changes to land use of the hinterland is likely to have very little impact on the 
experience of the coast of the island. 

 
7.11.3 Little Cumbrae: Opportunities and guidance 

• Any development may impact on the experience and visual drama as well as 
the landscape character of the relatively wild west coast and blur the island’s 
distinctive profile.  

• There is some limited scope for appropriate, small scale and low profiled 
development on the east coast in association with the existing group of 
buildings.  However, all built development will reduce this sense of seclusion. 

• There is some scope for restoring unused buildings such as the New 
Lighthouse. 

• This stretch of secluded and isolated coast is suitable for kayaking and 
exploration from the sea, and this should be considered in assessing the 
impacts of any future development or recreational interest 

• Support any restoration of the Gertrude Jekyll garden and the House. 
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7.11.4 Little Cumbrae: Photographs 
 

 
The sloping terraced profile of Little Cumbrae viewed from 
the north 

 

 
the island’s limited development is focussed around the 
castle and house, which ‘disappear’ into the rocks behind 
when viewed from the east 
 

 
The terraced rock faces alternate with semi-natural 
woodland 
 

 
The new lighthouse sits on a low terrace 
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7.12  Garroch Head to White Port 
A distinct outcrop of small craggy hills lies at the southern end of Bute and strongly contrasts 
with the band of low-lying farmland which lies to the north between Kilchattan Bay and 
Stravannan Bay on the west coast of Bute. This coastal area is orientated south-east with 
long views to the outer Firth of Clyde channelled by Arran and Holy Island to the west and 
Little Cumbrae to the east.  
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7.12.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Garroch Head to White Port 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This coastal area forms a rugged headland or ‘butt’ at the southern tip of Bute 
where the Sound of Bute and Upper Firth of Clyde merge. The maritime 
component of this seascape is at its most expansive to the south towards Garroch 
Head where long views extend down the length of Arran and Holy Island and 
across the outer Firth and where the South Ayrshire coast appears very distant.  
To the east and south-east this coastal area lies close to the Cumbraes and the 
channel of the Upper Firth is narrower. This coastal area is visible as a distinct 
craggy outcrop in views from the opposing west coast of Great Cumbrae and has 
a similar wild and rugged character to the less settled Little Cumbrae.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Small fishing boats and yachts are common features within the Sound of Bute.  
 

 
Character and experience 
of the coast 
 

The east coast is fairly even, comprising a rocky platform backed by low cliffs, but 
becomes more rugged in the south east as sheer hill slopes abut and constrict the 
coastal edge. The southern tip of this area forms a broader coastal platform but is 
more deeply indented as narrow rocky promontories extend from steep hills and 
contain long inlets and bays with grey stony beaches. There is a strong south-
east/north-west topographic grain evident in the pattern of promontories and inlets. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Steep-sided hills, covered with bracken and grass and patterned with exposed 
rock, are cut by narrow gorge-like valleys. These hills are unenclosed and 
extensively grazed by cattle.  

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

This coast and its hinterland is unsettled and access is limited to the narrow 
coastal footpath of the West Island Way.  

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The sandstone outcrop of Hawks Nib is located on the eastern coast and the 
Glencallum Bay lighthouse, although relatively low, also forms a landmark feature 
visible from the sea and the coastal footpath.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

The unsettled nature of this coastal area and its relative inaccessibility, together 
with the ruggedness of the terrain and the position of this area at the exposed 
southern extremity of Bute, give a strong sense of wildness on this isolated coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

This is a highly scenic seascape because of the complexity and ruggedness of the 
coastline but also the exhilarating openness and exposure experienced at the 
south-eastern tip where the sea is particularly expansive and the similarly wild and 
craggy west coast of Little Cumbrae is the most visually prominent land mass.   

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The West Island Way provides close views over this coast and it is also seen from 
the Kilchattan Bay area on Bute. This coast is also visible from the sea within the 
relatively narrow channel of the Upper Firth between Little Cumbrae and Garroch 
Head and from the Cumbraes. Views from this coast are particularly open from its 
southern tip where Ailsa Craig forms a focus within the wide expanse of sea. While 
the rugged west coast of Little Cumbrae is seen at close quarters, the tops of the 
mountains of north Arran are also visible from the West Island Way coastal path. 
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7.12.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Garroch Head to White Port 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Very high sensitivity 
Off shore development would detract from the high scenic quality of this coast 
appreciated from the West Island Way, Little Cumbrae and the sea. The strong 
sense of wildness which is particularly experienced towards the more rugged 
and exposed south-eastern tip of this coastal area would be significantly affected 
by off-shore development.  

 
Settlement 
 

Very high sensitivity 
The rugged exposed rock cliffs and platforms characteristic of this coastal area 
would be highly sensitive to the construction of roads and buildings. This coastal 
area is unsettled and housing development would affect the strong sense of 
wildness experienced.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Very high sensitivity 
The rugged exposed rock cliffs and platforms characteristic of this coastal area 
would be highly sensitive to the construction of roads and other major 
infrastructure.  Most forms of built development or infrastructure would affect the 
strong sense of wildness experienced. 

 
Land management 

High sensitivity 
Rough grassland and traces of scrubby woodland contribute to the ruggedness 
of this coastal landscape. Enclosure for grazing could affect this attribute and 
also the sense of wildness experienced.      

 
7.12.3 Garroch Head to White Port: Opportunities and guidance 

• The strong qualities of wildness experienced within this coastal character area 
should be conserved by directing development elsewhere.   

 
 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 7 Upper Firth of Clyde and the Cumbraes 52 

7.12.4 Garroch Head to White Port: Photographs 
 

 
Low cliffs back the rugged boulder-strewn east coast of 
Garroch Head – the West Island Way footpath is aligned 
close to the shore. 
  

 
Narrow rocky ridges with a pronounced SE-NW 
alignment extend down to the coast  

 
The shingle Glencallum Bay is backed by an small 
alluvial fan of rough pasture 
 

 
Views from Garroch Head focus on Little Cumbrae to the 
east  (seen here) and the open expanse of the outer Firth 
of Clyde to the south.  
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7.13  White Port to Kerrytonlia Point 
This coastal character area encompasses the deep curve of Kilchattan Bay, extending from 
Kerrytonlia Point to the north and White Port in the south. The bay is backed by a low-lying 
band of farmland which extends to Stravannan Bay on the west coast of Bute and abuts the 
craggy hills of Garroch Head to the south.  
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7.13.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 White Port to Kerrytonlia Point 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The Upper Firth of Clyde forms a broad channel of approximately 5km width 
between Great Cumbrae and Bute. It is a sheltered stretch of water which is 
strongly contained by the uplands of North Ayrshire to the east. Although Bute is 
lower to the west, the distant mountains of north Arran are visible from the sea and 
contribute to this sense of containment. Great Cumbrae appears to coalesce with 
the backdrop of hills within mainland North Ayrshire in views from this coastal 
area. Kilchattan Bay is shallow with sand and mud exposed at low tide  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is little maritime development within this coastal character area apart from 
small jetties and marker buoys. There are anchorages within Kilchattan Bay and 
this area is popular with recreational sailors.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

Kilchattan Bay is smoothly rounded with a sandy beach at its head. The southern 
edge is rocky and largely retained by a concrete sea wall against the coast road 
along the edge of the settlement of Kilchattan. A raised beach occurs to the north 
and comprises a rocky platform abutting flat pastures and a gently indented 
sandstone cliff.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The head of the Bay is low-lying with gently rising fenced pastures backed by a 
long coniferous shelterbelt planted on a low rounded ridge.  Small enclosed 
pastures fringe the rocky northern coast and scrubby woodland colonises the cliffs 
of the raised beach. The ground rises steeply to the south behind Kilchattan with 
the lower hill slopes of the landmark conical hill of Suidhe Chatain covered with 
woodland, bracken and rough grassland.  

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

This coastal area is relatively well settled. Kilchattan forms a single row of two-
storey late 19th /early 20th century terraced housing, villas and the St Blane’s Hotel 
with the expansion of the settlement linked to the rise in popularity of Bute with 
holidaymakers and the landing of the steamer from Glasgow at Kilchattan pier built 
in 1880. Small clustered cottages are located near Kilchattan Mill and close to the 
head of the Bay in the Kingarth area. A number of farms are located on higher 
ground sitting above the scarp of the raised beach on the north side of the Bay.  
Although this coastal area is unaffected by large scale industry, the Hunterston 
power stations and gantry and the wind farms of Ardrossan and Kelburn are visible 
on the North Ayrshire coast across the Upper Firth of Clyde.   

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The defined conical summit of the small hill of Suidhe Chatain is a pronounced 
feature seen from the Rothesay ferry and forms an important backdrop to the 
settlement of Kilchattan in views from the north. 
 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast is well-settled and accessible by road and there is no strong sense of 
isolation.  
 
 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

Although this coastal area essentially has a simple form, the contrast between the 
serrated mountains of north Arran, the sandy arc of the bay and the low-lying 
pastures, seen from the sea and in views from the A844 and minor roads on the 
north of Bute, is highly scenic.   

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

Views from Kilchattan and the B881 coast road across the Firth of Clyde focus on 
the less developed and more rugged west side of Great Cumbrae and the 
backdrop of the higher and generally more defined hills lying at the core of the 
Clyde Muirshiel uplands of North Ayrshire.  Large scale infrastructure on the 
southern hills of North Ayrshire and in the Hunterston area close to the mainland 
coast is prominent in these views.  The B881 and the A844 both offer views across 
Kilchattan Bay and elevated views over the bay are also possible from the West 
Island Way as it crosses the slopes of Suidhe Chatain.  This coastal area is seen 
in close proximity from the sea particularly by recreational sailors and it is also 
visible from the west coasts of Great and Little Cumbrae.  
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7.13.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 White Port to Kerrytonlia Point 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Very High Sensitivity 
Off shore development (and particularly fin fish aquaculture development) would 
be likely to dominate the Bay which is not expansive. It would also significantly 
impact on views from settlement, roads and the sea which is well-used by 
recreational sailors.  

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
This is a relatively well-settled coastal area and there is scope to accommodate 
some limited additional housing development in the Kingarth and Kilchattan Mill 
area. Opportunities are restricted however in Kilchattan where few infill sites 
remain and where steep and often wooded hill slopes physically constrain 
development. This settlement is strongly related to the southern side of the bay 
and backed by the steep sheltering slopes of Suidhe Chatain and extensions to 
the north along the B881 at the head of the bay would not conform to the 
existing distinct pattern of this settlement.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
There is some limited scope for small scale coastal developments to be sited 
close to the existing settlement of Kilchattan. This could include small jetties and 
marina developments.  

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
Felling and restocking of coniferous forestry on the lower slopes of Suidhe 
Chatain may have temporary impacts on views although could also provide 
opportunities for restructuring and improvements to the design of geometric 
margins. 

 
7.13.3 White Port to Kerrytonlia Point: Opportunities and guidance 

• Any new housing development within the Kilchattan Mill and Kingarth area 
should be small in size to fit with the predominantly low clustered houses 
characteristic of this more open and exposed part of the coast.  

• Underground overhead woodpole lines along the sea front in Kilchattan where 
opportunities arise, to reduce clutter in views to and from this settlement. 

• Replace coniferous woodland on the lower slopes of Suidhe Chatain with 
broadleaved planting to enhance the natural qualities of its rugged form as 
part of a woodland management plan.  
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7.13.4 White Port to Kerrytonlia Point: Photographs 
 

 
Kilchattan Bay lies on an isthmus of low-lying farmland 
contained by higher ground to the north and south 

 
A prominent raised beach edge lies on the north side of 
the bay around Kerrytonlia Point. 
 

 
The conical hill of Suidhe Chatain forms an important part 
of the setting to Kilchattan 
 

 
Small, tucked-down cottages are located against the 
sandy beach at the head of the bay.  
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7.14  Kerrytonlia Point to Bogany Point 
This coastal character area forms a regular stretch of coastline which faces east against the 
confined but relatively broad channel of the Upper Firth of Clyde opposite the mainland 
coast of North Ayrshire and the island of Great Cumbrae. As well as the consistent 
orientation and character of the marine component, this coastal area is also principally 
characterised by its rich architectural heritage and the extensive policies of the Mount Stuart 
estate. 
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7.14.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Kerrytonlia Point to Bogany Point 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The Upper Firth of Clyde forms a broad even channel of about 9km width between 
Bute and the North Ayrshire coast in the northern part of this coastal character 
area. The extent of the sea channel is reduced to approximately 5km where Great 
Cumbrae is present to the south. The Upper Firth of Clyde forms a relatively 
sheltered stretch of water.   

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Marine development along this coast is restricted to occasional small jetties, an 
early 19th century quay at Kerrycroy and a small redundant platform at Mount 
Stuart. The Upper Firth of Clyde is used by commercial shipping and is very 
popular for recreational sailing with the large marinas of Inverkip and Largs 
situated on the opposite mainland shore.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is fairly regular with subtle low rocky promontories occurring at Ascog, 
Scoulag and Bruchag Points. The coast comprises a raised beach with a narrow 
coastal platform backed by a low exposed rock cliff or steep scarp edge. Although 
the shore is predominantly rocky, occasional sandy/shingle beaches also occur. 
Sea walls and a formally laid out esplanade is present to the north around Bogany 
Point within the more urban area although the coast is more naturalistic in the 
south within the policies of Mount Stuart. Smart wooden shelters and a stone 
classically styled rotunda building make a strong contribution to the more formal 
mown grass strip of the esplanade around Bogany Point.   

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The A844 sits on the narrow coastal platform of the raised beach close to the 
coast between Bogany Point and Kerrycroy. Tiers of houses are sited on lower hill 
slopes between Bogany Point and Ascog with the cliff of the raised beach largely 
screened by wooded gardens and buildings. Small pastures cover the narrow 
coastal platform between Ascog and Kerrycroy and are contained by the densely 
wooded scarp of the raised beach. The extensive wooded policies of Mount Stuart 
form the hinterland south of the small settlement of Kerrycroy. Farmland, enclosed 
by mixed woodlands lies on gently sloping terraces above the coast south of the 
core designed landscape of Mount Stuart.  

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Settlement in this coastal area predominantly dates from the mid to late 19th 
century when Bute was the Clyde’s most popular holiday resort.  Large semi-
detached villas are located on terraces against the coast in the Craigmore area. 
The houses become even more imposing towards Ascog where they are often 
detached and set within wooded grounds. Further south, the small estate village of 
Kerrycroy, laid out in a curve around a small sandy bay at the northern entrance to 
Mount Stuart, was built from 1803 onwards. The present Mount Stuart house was 
built in 1880 and is located within an extensive, largely wooded designed 
landscape. A footpath is aligned within woodland close to the shore and broad 
rides lead to the sea from the core of the designed landscape. A minor public road 
is set on gently sloping farmland above the raised beach scarp to the south of the 
Mount Stuart designed landscape, curving round into Kilchattan Bay at Kerrytonlia.  
Compact farms are located against this road, set above sloping pastures with 
woodland often providing an immediate backdrop to buildings.   

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The low rotunda building at Bogany Point is prominent in views from the A844 and 
the esplanade and marks the ‘turn’ into Rothesay Bay. Ascog Free Church with its 
Italianate belfry set on the small wooded promontory of Ascog Point and the 
architecturally distinctive crescent of half-timbered buildings within Kerry form key 
landmark features seen from the A844 to the south. Mount Stuart House is 
screened by dense woodland from all but close views from within the core of its 
designed landscape, where it forms an imposing focus. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

Much of the coastal character area is well-settled and accessed by the A844.  A 
sense of seclusion can however be experienced along the coast within the Mount 
Stuart policies and the less settled farmland between Kerrycroy and Kerrytonlia 
Point which have more restricted access.  
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Aesthetic qualities 
 

The aesthetic qualities of this coastal area rest on its rich architectural heritage 
and the integrity of 19th century terraces, villas and larger mansion houses which 
align the coast, the extensive woodlands surrounding Mount Stuart House and the 
ornamental wooded grounds within the Ascog area.   

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

This coastal area is well-settled and accessible and highly visible from roads and 
housing in the north although views are more contained by dense woodland within 
the Mount Stuart policies. Key viewpoints include elevated footpaths to Canada 
Hill, from the A844 and from the sea (including views from the Rothesay ferry).  

 
 
7.14.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Kerrytonlia Point to Bogany Point 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 

 Very High sensitivity 
Although the relatively broad extent of the sea and evenness of the coastal edge 
would be theoretically less sensitive to off shore development, the densely 
settled and well-accessed nature of this coastal character area increases 
sensitivity in relation to views. It would also be highly visible from the sea which 
is popular with recreational sailors and, if sited in the north, could also be 
potentially visible from the Rothesay ferry. Although the coastal edge and sea is 
less widely visible from within the core of the designed landscape of Mount 
Stuart , the presence of coastal footpaths and high visitor numbers to the estate 
increases sensitivity.  

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
Existing settlement predominantly dates from the mid to late 19th century and 
has a strong architectural integrity severely limiting scope for ‘infill’ housing 
within the tightly arranged terraces and villas in the Craigmore area. Buildings 
are principally located on the landward side of the A844 and below steep slopes 
although some more recent housing development is sited against the shore in 
the Ascog area. Late 20th and 21st century infill housing has been built within the 
grounds of larger mansion houses in the Ascog area and there may be some 
scope to site a very limited number of additional new houses in this area 
although the more dispersed settlement pattern and high quality landscape 
setting of mansion houses and villas should be retained. There may be some 
limited scope for small dispersed buildings to be sited on the edge of farmland 
and set within or against woodland within the wider Mount Stuart policies 
provided there was no significant impact on the character of the designed 
landscape and the setting it provides to the Grade A listed house.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
The well-maintained grassy esplanade around Bogany Point would be sensitive 
to road widening or coastal infrastructure as would the more naturalistic 
coastline to the south to Kerrycroy which has a more secluded character. Small 
well-designed jetties could be accommodated along much of this coast although 
formal marina developments would be likely to detract from the rich architectural 
heritage of buildings in more densely settled areas. The need to retain the high 
quality landscape setting to Mount Stuart House may constrain coastal 
development in the southern part of this coastal character area, although 
visibility of the coastal edge is restricted by woodland to some degree.  

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
Ornamental woodlands and mature trees make an important contribution to the 
character of the settled sections of this coast and could be affected by lack of 
management and through any felling to accommodate additional built 
development. The small pastures and wooded scarp between Ascog and 
Kerrycroy have an attractive rural character which could be affected by the 
expansion of built development but also through any changes to current 
management.  
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7.14.3 Kerrytonlia Point to Bogany Point: Opportunities and guidance 

• Any new housing development should be located on the landward side of the 
A844 to fit with the predominant settlement pattern found between Rothesay 
and Ascog and to avoid impacting on sea views.  

• There is a limit to the number of additional new houses that could be 
accommodated within the Ascog area without significantly impacting on the 
dispersed ‘wooded’ character of this settlement and on the setting to older 
architecturally interesting properties.   

• The rural character found in the south of this coastal character area should be 
retained by preventing the expansion of linear settlement along the coast 
south of Ascog. New housing and other built development should be 
restricted along this less developed coast and should avoid impact on Mount 
Stuart House and its nationally important designed landscape. 

• Giant hogweed is encroaching along parts of the coast within the Mount 
Stuart policies and should be eradicated to prevent it spreading.   

 
7.14.4 Kerrytonlia Point to Bogany Point: Photographs 
 

 
The estate village of Kerrytonlia on the edge of the Mount 
Stuart estate 

 

 
Gently undulating pastures and policy woodlands within 
the Mount Stuart estate 
 

 
A simple even coastline comprising rocky plates 
interspersed with shingle beaches and predominantly 
backed by woodland 
 

 
The northern end of this coastal area is more developed 
with newer housing sited within the former grounds of 
grand 19th century villas and in some areas also sited 
close to the shore. 
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7.15 Toward to Dunoon 
The area is influenced by the long stretch of consistently settled coast and the sea defences 
formed by the retaining wall which runs along its length. In addition, there is strong inter-
visibility with the north Ayrshire coastline, 3 to 4 km away across the firth. 
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7.15.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Toward to Dunoon 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This broad channel of the Upper Firth of Clyde loses the expansiveness 
experienced to the south. Nevertheless, it is quite open and gains a sense of 
distance from the merging of the water with the Inner Firth and Loch Long. It can 
be exposed. While the coast is consistently developed, from the sea the housing 
appears largely a narrow line set below a back drop of wooded hillside. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

There is frequent boat traffic, including recreational yachting and MOD activity, 
and it is also a busy commercial shipping channel. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

A narrow shingle beach lies against hard coastal defences formed by concrete 
retaining walls which support a narrow strip of vegetation, a pavement and a road, 
which separates housing from the shoreline. Tidal reach is limited and while the 
shore is easily accessible, the high level pavement also offers access along the 
coast. 
It was noted that the ‘street furniture’ along the coast – the railings, pavement 
surfaces, lighting and signage – were often in a poor state of repair and 
maintenance which has a negative effect on the experience of the coast.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The housing sits on a narrow ledge of flat land which is backed by steeper slopes 
where occasional farms alternate with longer stretches of commercial woodland. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

There is a consistent pattern of development along this whole stretch of coast, with 
the road separating a narrow strip of houses from the coast. In some locations (eg 
Innellan), housing is tiered up the slope, and this is very visible from the Ayrshire 
coast and the sea. 
 Occasional development is located on the seaward side, but this is rare. The 
A815 generally hugs the coastline, sitting on top of the sea defence wall. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

There are no landmark features on this stretch of coast. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This stretch of coast is well developed and the shoreline is backed by hard 
defences limiting the sense of isolated coast.  

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The quality of the experience of the coast would be improved with maintenance of 
the pavement and street furniture along the coast. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The Hunterston power station on the opposite shoreline is a key feature in views 
from this side of the Firth. In addition, long views down the length of the Firth, 
especially from the sea, offer a distant panorama framed by the coastlines. 
The A815 is the key viewpoint. 
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7.15.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Toward to Dunoon 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 

Some sensitivity 
While the regular shape of the coastline, the developed character and the 
expanse of the water might lend themselves to accommodating linear off shore 
structures, the high visibility of this area is a constraint. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
Settlement forms a clear, narrow, linear pattern combining villas and more 
recent infill separated from the coast by the road. Opportunities for further 
development are likely to be relatively limited, although recent expansion has 
formed tiers of development up the hillside. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
The hard coastal defences form a context of built structure which could 
accommodate additional low profile coastal structures such as modest piers and 
jetties. The views and access along the shore line are key limitations, while the 
existing coastal ‘street furniture’ could be rationalised and upgraded with any 
improvements to coastal defences. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The woodland, which will be felled and restocked, forms a backdrop to the town 
and the immediate setting for the settlement, creating some sensitivity. 

 
7.15.3 Toward to Dunoon: Opportunities and guidance 

• There is some opportunity for low profile coastal infrastructure in this area if 
required, although continuous access to the shore and the need to limit 
obstruction of views from the road and housing are key constraints.  

• Consider commissioning a comprehensive review of the railings, pavement 
structure, lighting and signage along the coastal edge, which should identify 
where structures could be removed, repaired and restored. This would 
considerably improve the quality of the built coastal edge.  

• Buildings and taller infrastructure should be resisted between the road and 
the shoreline. 

• Future woodland management plans should aim to diversify the setting of the 
settlement and introduce opportunities for continuous cover forest 
management adjacent to the settlement. 
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7.15.4 Toward to Dunoon: Photographs 
 

 
The long view south to Toward Point ithits lighthouse and 
the peaks of Arran 

 

 
The hard coastal defences, here shown by concrete walls, 
at Innellan 
 

 
The chimney at Inverkip is a landmark feature from this 
coast 
 

 
Seen from the opposite shore at Skelmorlie, the white 
dots of the houses show up as a row along the shoreline, 
although Innellan rises up the hillside 
 

 
 


