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8 LOWER FIRTH OF CLYDE (EAST) 
The Lower Firth of Clyde (East) extends between Farland Head and the Heads of Ayr on the 
mainland and from Bennan Head north to Sannox along the east coast of Arran. The sea is 
at its widest between Prestwick and Arran, but the experience of the sea – and the coast – is 
dominated by the sense of expanse and distance across the water. The rugged profile of 
Arran is the key focus for views, which also extend down the Firth to the landmark Ailsa 
Craig, the Mull of Galloway, Kintyre and occasionally Northern Ireland, and up into the 
narrows around the Cumbraes and the Sound of Bute. Views to the Ayrshire coast from the 
sea and Arran focus on higher coastal hills but also extend inland to the long hinterland 
behind the settled fringe.  
 
Commercial shipping traffics through the main shipping channels and the sea is also 
frequented by yachts and ferry boats. This activity is easily absorbed in the wide expanse of 
the sea, making it appear less busy than it is.  
 
This is a well settled stretch of coast, with almost continuous development and modified 
coast on the mainland, while the corresponding sheltered east coast of Arran supports 
several larger settlements and many smaller farms and houses. Development includes busy 
harbours, coastal infrastructure, ferry terminals and commercial docks as well as 
recreational development, golf courses and resort facilities. The main towns often have good 
access to the coast on promenades and esplanades, or access to the shore from pavements 
alongside coastal roads. 
 
The north of Arran lies within an NSA, which includes the stretch of coast between Brodick 
and Sannox. The profile of the shapely peaks of north Arran are an easily recognisable, 
iconic feature which is highly visible throughout this area. The designation recognises that 
views to these mountains, and the wider sea setting of the island are key scenic attributes. 
 
For the purposes of this study the Upper Firth of Clyde, shown on Map 6, has been further 
subdivided into seventeen coastal character areas, each of which have been mapped 
separately: 

• Farland Head to Ardrossan 
• Ardrossan Harbour 
• Ardrossan to Saltcoats 
• Saltcoats to Barassie 
• Troon Harbour 
• Troon to Doonfoot 
• Port of Ayr 
• Doonfoot to Heads of Ayr 
Arran 
• Bennan Head to Largybeg Point 
• Largybeg Point to Clauchlands Point 
• Whiting Bay 
• Lamlash 
• Clauchlands Point to Brodick 
• Brodick 
• Brodick Bay 
• Brodick Bay to Sannox 
• Corrie 
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8.1 Overview of conclusions 
The Lower Firth of Clyde (East) is dominated by the expanse of the sea and the island of 
Arran. The two complement each other, with the high rugged peaks of the island appearing 
to rise vertically out of the horizontal expanse of bright sea. The simplicity of this wide stretch 
of water contrasts with the narrower more complex channels to the north, and the sense of 
distance is reinforced by ‘borrowed views’ of the vast expanse of the Outer Firth. 
 
This is a busy stretch of sea, in part as commercial traffic passes through this area, but also 
because the coast features a number of modest but active harbours, including commercial 
port facilities at Ayr, Troon and Brodick, fishing ports, ferry terminals and large yachting 
marinas. Sea kayakers frequent the Arran coast1. 
 
Set against this expanse, the topography of the exposed Ayrshire coast ranges from low 
promontories to long sweeping stretches of sandy bay backed by dunes, and small enclosed 
pebble or rocky beaches. There is a strong sense of the dynamic force of the sea, seen in 
the erosion of some sand dunes, and the sculpting of red sandstone slabs into interesting 
shapes. The corresponding east facing Arran coast is more sheltered, with deeply indented 
bays, containing headlands, raised beaches and the landmark Holy Island creating a smaller 
scale, more intimate coastline. 
 
Arran is often referred to as ‘Scotland in miniature’, and the range of seascape and coastal 
landscapes reinforces this impression. Some of the most remote stretches of coast in the 
Firth of Clyde can be found here, including (on the Sound of Bute) one of the three areas 
identified as ‘isolated coast’, and these contrast with fertile farmed land, small settlements 
tucked into well indented bays, a dramatic range of geological features and a wealth of 
archaeological sites, many of which feature strongly on the east coast assessed in this 
seascape area. 
 
This contrasts with the overall more simple and highly developed and modified Ayrshire 
coast. It is also very well settled, and has only a few stretches of relatively secluded coast.  
 
Settlement takes advantage of the most sheltered bays on Arran, and the most accessible 
stretches of the mainland coast. All the main settlements have harbours, often set into 
natural features which have been extended or modified to accommodate them. Much of the 
well-settled Ayrshire coast has been further modified with coastal defences for settlement, 
infrastructure and access. Here, the erosion and accretion of sand has changed the 
coastline in living memory, and large scale industry has taken advantage of the suitable land 
along the coast and transport links by sea or by rail. Roads and industry add to the extent of 
the lighting which is highly visible along this coast at night, forming an almost continuous 
ribbon of flickering orange that can be widely seen across the sea and from distant coasts. 
In addition to busy roads, the sight and sound of trains and planes from Prestwick airport are 
characteristic of the experience of some parts of this coast, which contrasts with the quieter, 
less busy experience on Arran. 
 
The settlements all have some access to the coast, including more formal promenades and 
esplanades which create a spirit of ‘seaside resort’ especially where accompanied by other 
                                                
1 See: http://www.arranadventure.com/Activities/Sea-Kayaking/1 
2 Rob Close Ayrshire & Arran an illustrated architectural guide 1992 
3 Going to the beach is much better with a dog. Megan aged 11.  I loved the penny boat trips round the bay, the 
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recreational facilities.  Smaller settlements, especially on Arran, often have simple 
pavements set against the sea walls. Nevertheless, there are frequent stretches of difficult to 
access shoreline, especially around ports and industrial parks where security fencing 
restricts access. As a result, both the Ayrshire and Arran Coastal Paths have to be diverted 
inland where access is restricted. 
 
The hinterland of the coast includes the spectacular peaks of Arran, but also the prominent 
landmark Brown Carrick Hills and the southern end of the Clyde Muirsheil Hills, which form 
the strategic setting for the long sweep of the Ayr coast. Views from the sea extend far 
inland, and wind turbines on the coastal hills, as well as inland at Whitelee are visible. The 
immediate hinterland is often wooded in the most sheltered locations, and while farmland 
extends close to the coast on Arran, the Ayrshire coast is dominated by golf links in between 
the built up areas, with only small pockets of agriculture and woodland.  
 
This coast is set against a bright and silvery sea, which, combined with openness and 
frequently panoramic views, creates a highly light reflective atmosphere particularly in south-
facing views.  This sense of lightness and openness, even airiness, is experienced from both 
the shore as well as higher viewpoints.  The sense of scale is deceptive, as Arran (at 2868 
feet in height – not quite a Munro - and over 20 km off shore) can appear closer due to the 
clarity of the light which brings out the topography in surprising detail.  
 
While there are long views from the sea and Ayrshire to Ailsa Craig, it is the “sleeping giant” 
profile of the Isle of Arran and the dramatic conical form of Holy Island (which may be visible 
when Arran is not) which are the major feature of this seascape area. The setting sun behind 
it sharpens its serrated shape, with the change of seasons marked by the sun moving to set 
to the north in high summer and to the south in deep winter.  In autumn and winter, Arran’s 
peaks frequently have the first and only snow, shining in the sun against a clear blue sky, 
because the warm sea with its Gulf Stream influence keeps the coastal area largely free of 
snow except in the coldest of winters. 
 
Key issues which should be considered when assessing the landscape and visual 
implications of development on or in the Lower Firth of Clyde (East) include: 

• Take into account the experience from the sea, which is experienced by many from 
ferries, pleasure craft and cruise liners.  Views from the shipping channels focus on 
the islands, and on the distinctive lower hills above the coast and the broader upland 
hinterland. 

• Maintain the seascape setting of Arran, as its iconic profile is a key visual focus over 
a wide area, and its northern peaks and coastline are also valued as a NSA.   

• Consider the implications of development on views to the eye-catching profiles of 
Arran, Ailsa Craig and the other Clyde islands of Bute, Great Cumbrae and Little 
Cumbrae as well as more distant views of the Paps of Jura from the Ayrshire coast.   

• Take into account the clarity of the light which appears to be reinforced by the 
reflectiveness of the sea, especially in early morning or evening light, and ensures 
that the fine detail of objects and features seem to be sharp and well defined even at 
great distances.  

• From Ayrshire, the westerly aspect also creates dramatic lighting effects, with the 
profiles of islands and outer land masses set against sunsets and disappearing or 
reappearing with changeable weather conditions 
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• Reinforce the contrasts in character along the coast, which creates considerable 
diversity very much appreciated from the Ayrshire and Arran Coastal Paths. 

• Focus development in those areas where development is already more prevalent, to 
reinforce the contrast with the more secluded areas of character, whilst maintaining 
key views. 

• Wherever possible, seek to reduce the impacts of lighting, especially in relation to 
extending lit areas along the Ayrshire coast, which is highly visible from Arran 

• Take care to build structures which are in scale with existing characteristic buildings 
styles and located and orientated to reflect existing built patterns. Particular care 
needs to be taken when siting large buildings which can easily diminish traditional 
smaller buildings if they are poorly located 

• Maintain the setting of archaeological and historic sites, as well as of landmark 
buildings, including castles (Brodick, Greenan) and church spires, which feature 
strongly in views from the sea and often form navigational aids. 

• Wherever possible, avoid buildings, structures and other developments between the 
road and the coast, where they will intrude into views of the sea. 

• Resist development on key skylines, including the raised beaches, prominent 
headlands and backdrop hills.  

• Resist tall structures along the coast, where their height is likely to diminish the 
vertical scale vertical coastal landforms and raised beaches. 

• Maintain and where possible enhancing the hard landscape detailing in the 
settlements to consolidate a high quality experience of the coast in the settled areas. 

• Encourage the consistent design of seats, benches, and picnic tables to avoid further 
visual clutter and reinforce a strong sense of place.   

• Encourage active removal of visual clutter, possibly through the promotion of audits 
of street furniture and fencing designs (including security fencing), to identify what 
can be removed and how the design of remaining structures can be improved and 
where appropriate, unified. 

• Avoid the use of roadside kerbs for roads in rural stretches of the coast, as this 
feature urbanises otherwise relatively secluded areas.  

• Seek opportunities to improve access to the coast, especially along the promoted 
and waymarked Ayrshire and Arran Coastal paths. 
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8.2 Farland Head to Ardrossan Harbour 
The dominant elements of this stretch of coast are sandy beaches dotted with rocks and 
separated by low crags and small headlands.  Dunes and grassy banks foot a raised beach 
given over to agriculture, golf, housing and at Seamill and the main A78.  The relict cliff line 
is wooded and dominates the rear of the raised beach, losing height at the Hunterston 
peninsula, and obscured by built development at West Kilbride and north Ardrossan.  
Because the A78 runs behind much of the coast, there is ready access to the beach and 
views of the Isle of Arran approximately 20km away.   
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8.2.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Farland Head to Ardrossan 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The expansive seascape setting is open, and stretches of beach can be exposed, 
with shelter limited to the lea of the craigs, rocks and low headlands.  The Arran 
ferry and the larger ships can appear dwarfed by the isle of Arran, which reinforces 
the broad scale of the seascape.  The headland of Ardrossan harbour provides 
some containment, but Ailsa Craig far beyond is a reminder of the open sea.  To 
the north, the sea appears to be contained by a skyline of hills of similar height 
and rounded conical profiles, as it comes up against the narrower reaches of 
Fairlie Roads and the waters around Bute.   The shore seems dominated by 
natural forces, with waves, winds and tides reinforcing a sense of dynamism. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Large ships going up and down the Clyde tend to travel well offshore.  The Arran 
ferry cuts across these shipping lanes. Recreational sailing boats, fishing boats 
and small cargo vessels also come and go, and navy vessels exercise out in the 
firth. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

This coast is made up of a series of generally long open sandy beaches, which 
can be 200m wide at low tide and used for bathing.  The beaches are dotted with 
dark rocks and separated by crags, dykes and low sandstone promontories.  
Narrow dunes or low grassy banks back the beaches, with some erosion by 
trampling.  At Seamill, the shore is more irregular, with sandstone slabs 
interspersed with small beaches; rough grass, scrub and bracken back the 
sandstone promontory at Seamill, screening the shore from the housing.  The 
raised beach is generally almost at beach level.  There is wild camping on the 
grass verge of the A78 in summer. Most of the grass bank at the rear of the beach 
between Seamill and Montfode is dotted with angular imported rocks.   

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The immediate, level hinterland is given over to grazing and potatoes and a golf 
course (designed by Old Tom Morris). The main A78 briefly leaves the coast at 
West Kilbride to bypass the Hunterston peninsula. The dominating relict cliff line is 
a feature, albeit obscured by built development at West Kilbride and north 
Ardrossan. 
A line of low hills stands behind the top of the relict cliff and – with other hills where 
Ardrossan, Kelburn and Dalry windfarms are sited – these form the outer edge of 
Clyde Muirshiel with its Regional Park.   

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

The modern extension of Ardrossan at the south rises up from the coast. Seamill 
is now effectively joined to the higher town of West Kilbride. It straddles the A78 
where it leaves the coast to cross the neck of the Hunterston peninsula, so that its 
gardens run down to the shore:  older houses have tall garden walls against the 
salt winds, newer houses have low garden walls to allow views.  A large waste 
water pumping station is prominent.   
Isolated houses are tucked in randomly at the foot of the relict cliff at the back of 
the raised beach in no particular pattern.   
The A78 runs close to the coast, with several formal and informal car parks giving 
access to the beach.  Where the area between shore and road is wide enough, 
there are two small static caravan sites and restaurants, and a golf course. 
The Ayrshire Coastal Path follows the beach or a path or pavement behind the 
beach.  The railway is set back behind the top of the relict sea cliff, out of sight 
from the coast.  
Several castles stand behind the top of the relict cliff on slightly higher hills – 
Montfode (ruinous), Law Castle, and Crosbie.  

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Montfode Castle ruins stand beside the deep notch in the sea cliff where the new 
Bypass cuts inland behind Ardrossan.  The tower on Horse Island marks the 
entrance to Ardrossan harbour. Seamill Hydro Hotel is a local feature, but the 
nearby The Old Lighthouse on Wee Cumbrae is a landmark. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 

Due to the proximity of the busy A78, there is no sense of an isolated coast 
between Ardrossan and Seamill.  However, the coast between Seamill and 
Farland Head, has a sense of seclusion.  The construction of the proposed landfall 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 8 Lower Firth of Clyde (East) 9 

 of the undersea cable to Wirral at Ardneil Bay may reduce this, albeit temporarily 
until the area is reinstated. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The sandy beach and sculptural rocks are attractive, especially when distant Arran 
is clearly outlined at sunset or capped in winter snow.  

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The beach, paths and rocky shore are popular, with views of Arran the major 
attraction.  West Kilbride golf course borrows views of the coast that contribute to 
its popularity.  Views from further out to sea towards the mainland focus on the 
higher hills, with wind turbines now breaking the skyline. 

 
8.2.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Farland Head to Ardrossan 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Some sensitivity 
Views to Arran are a particular feature from this stretch of coast, and while the 
scale and openness of the sea setting is likely to absorb low-lying offshore 
structures, especially where they are set further out to sea, taller structures may 
impinge on these views. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
While there is potential to site some new housing along this stretch of coast, the 
design, location, size, orientation and materials should reflect the existing 
buildings and build on the settlement patterns which characterise this area and 
the towns of Seamill and Ardrossan. Development should nevertheless 
consolidate areas of existing settlement, maintaining a distinction between 
developed and less developed coast. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 
 

High sensitivity 
Existing foci for development are less sensitive to change, and the immediate 
coast is sensitive to tall structures because of its low profile and high visibility 
from the road.  The key sensitivity relates to the need to minimise additional 
visual clutter, as new infrastructure and development may introduce more sizes 
and types of development without regard to the current presence of housing, tea 
rooms, hotels, the car parks, the road and the two static caravan sites. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The flat open fields, which are relatively small in size are a simple contrast to the 
built development and contribute to their setting.  The expansion of woodland 
along the relict cliff would not detract from the aesthetic qualities of this stretch of 
coast. 
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8.2.3 Farland Head to Ardrossan: Opportunities and guidance 
• Resist additional built development between the A78 and the shore wherever 

possible, as this impinges on views of Arran and the sea, and draws Seamill 
and Ardrossan closer together. 

• If the large open space within Seamill (off Hyndman Road) is developed for 
housing (access off Faulds Way), it is important to retain the shore car park 
and access to the beach. 

• Consider upgrading the coastal car park in the open space in Seamill, using 
characteristic elements such as a grass strip behind the beach, formalised 
access to the shore to prevent erosion by trampling, seats, and sensitively 
located dog waste bins. 

• Consider formalising the coastal car park in the grass swathe behind 
Ardrossan’s North Bay, which is popular but very pot-holed.  

• Undertake a review of existing furniture and consider removing unnecessary 
items that contribute to the visual clutter and urbanise the rural coast between 
the settlements. 

• The visual focus of Arran is a key constraint to tall offshore development 
• Consider an access strategy for Seamill, to strengthen the pedestrian and 

vehicle links from the A78 to the attractive coast.   
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8.2.4 Farland Head to Ardrossan: Photographs 
 

 
The sandy beach is dotted with dark rock and backed by 
dunes. Views to Arran dominate 
 

 
The West Kilbride golf course backs against the shore 
 

 
Seamill housing is set back from the shore with some 
residents informally extending their gardens onto the open 
space. 

 
 

 
The large informal carpark is contained by Ardrossan 
Harbour, its breakwater low on the horizon 
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8.3 Ardrossan Harbour  
This stretch of the Ayrshire coast is the most exposed to the longest fetch up the Firth of 
Clyde and to the prevailing SW winds.  Ardrossan was formerly a commercial harbour, but it 
is now the busy focus for the expanding Clyde Marina and the Arran ferry terminal. Pockets 
of land have been reclaimed or regenerated, others are still derelict, and pedestrian access 
to the coast is limited. Horse Island is a particular feature. The dominant elements of the 
coast are rocky headlands, dock and harbour walls, and the high sea walls. 
 
The deepwater harbour at Ardrossan was built onto a natural rocky harbour for the coal and 
iron trade (1806-1864) and later extended (Eglinton Dock 1892) with the ¾ mile long 
breakwater added offshore.  Ferry services started in 1834, the shipbuilding industry 
declined in the 1950s.  Shell-Mex’s Montfode oil refinery (1927–1986, demolished 2003) was 
built on partly reclaimed land in North Bay, forming a rectangular dock that allowed it to be 
served by tankers. 
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8.3.1 Key landscape and seascape/visual characteristics 

 Ardrossan Harbour 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This small stretch of deeply indented and modified coast provides a sheltered 
harbour in the face of strong south westerlies which whip up the Firth. The harbour 
is marked by Horse Island and the smaller seaward feature of Eagle Rock.  
The sea walls emphasise the potential destructive nature of the waves and give a 
sense of safety on the landward side.  These high sandstone walls are scoured by 
the wind, and obscure views of the coast and waves.   

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

The large ferry MV Caledonian Isles shuttles between Ardrossan and Brodick on 
Arran, passing the breakwater and the reef of Horse Island – the passage to the 
north east of this island is shallow and difficult to access. 
Other vessels also use Ardrossan harbour, and the Eglington Dock is the focus for 
the Clyde Marina. There is onshore storage for yachts and other boats. Other 
parts of the docks have been infilled, or now stand derelict. Beacons light 
Ardrossan harbour entrance and security lights cover the boat storage areas.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The wave-worn dark rocks of the headland are partly protected by the low Horse 
Island (famous for its wrecks and its gulls). The rocks are topped by a sandstone 
wall on the south side of the docks. The headland is a prominent ‘pivot point’ along 
the coast. The many masts of yachts and the sound of their rigging in the wind add 
to the experience of being near the sea.  The vacant oil refinery land is protected 
by rip rap and its dereliction is in contrast to the mown grass sculpture park beside 
the new high-rise apartments overlooking the harbour.  Security fences and signs 
deter access to the inner dockside, while access to the coastline is prevented by 
the bus depot, the railway to the Ardrossan Harbour terminus, and private parking 
for new apartment blocks on reclaimed land.   

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The immediate hinterland is a mix of new urban, with light industry, the railway 
station, the former Pump House (now a restaurant) and businesses associated 
with marine activity, plus vacant and derelict land, all on level ground.  The large 
car park for ferry users is reclaimed from a wet dock.  Overlooking Ardrossan is 
Castle Hill, and behind the town, the slopes continue to rise up to the skyline of the 
Clyde Muirshiel Hills, with alternating smooth ridges running down off rounded 
tops separated by a series of south-flowing valleys.  Newer housing development 
spreads along the soft coast to either side (separate areas) and up the lower hills.  

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

A cluster of new apartment blocks marks regeneration at one quay of the harbour, 
although the former oil refinery land to the north is derelict and awaits 
redevelopment.  A railway serves the harbour, cutting through the town at several 
level crossings to reach it. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The Italianate Old Power House (1892) stands by the marina in Eglinton Dock, 
matched by the blue and yellow painted tower which is all that remains of the 
1930s Harbour Master’s Office.  The low lying Horse Island with its prominent 
beacon tower is close offshore. The new sculpture in the regenerated site is a 
feature for local residents.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no experience of an isolated or secluded coast.   

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

While not an aesthetic quality, the maritime activity is interesting, and the 
excitement of ferry passengers is palpable.  The yachts can have their own 
aesthetic appeal. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

Views from the sea, including from recreation yacht users, the ferry to Arran and 
PS Waverley reach to the Clyde Muirshiel hills with the Ardrossan windfarm 
dominating the skyline.  Within the harbour, the high sea wall blocks some views, 
and access to the walk along the top of it is now prevented by steps that require 
repair, and by security fencing around the car park.  
The masts of the yachts stored on land are visible down the coast for a distance.   
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8.3.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Ardrossan Harbour 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Low sensitivity 
Views to Arran are a particular feature, and while the scale of the sea setting is 
likely to absorb low-lying offshore structures, especially where they are set 
further out to sea, taller structures will impinge on these views especially from 
the sea.  The movement of ships and boats is already typical of the area. 

 
Settlement 
 

Low sensitivity 
The key sensitivities relate to building design rather than the opportunities to 
build in principal.  A sensitivity is the setting of the harbour.  The new apartment 
blocks do not reflect the scale of the adjacent town fabric, and additional housing 
on the former oil refinery should take account of the importance of views out to 
sea from the housing along the adjacent road which may predate the refinery. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 
 

Low sensitivity 
The key sensitivities relate to the design of structures rather than the 
opportunities to build in principal. 
 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The land management of the hinterland has very little impact on the experience 
of the coast.   

 
8.3.3 Ardrossan Harbour: Opportunities and guidance 

• It is important to maintain and enhance where necessary the quality of the 
built structures and infrastructure to consolidate the impression of an 
attractive marina and active working harbour.  

• There is a particular need to review fencing designs, bollards, other street 
furniture and access opportunities to upgrade infrastructure and provide a 
more unified and better quality hard landscape context. 

• The visual focus of Arran is a key constraint to tall offshore development. 
• Encourage the development of an access strategy that reviews the need for – 

and location of – access opportunities, and investigates and encourages the 
provision of seats and recognised public parking (where safe to do so). 

• Look to increase opportunities for the passive enjoyment of the harbour 
• Actively encourage the provision of access to the shore via currently 

inaccessible vacant open ground. 
• Ensure that new housing and other buildings reflects the scale of the adjacent 

town fabric and take into account views to and from the sea 
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8.3.4  Ardrossan Harbour: Photographs 
 

 
The Arran ferry. This part of the harbour can be busy, with 
up to 1000 passengers waiting for the ferry when it is due 
to arrive 
 

 
There are pockets of derelict and unused land, with 
security fencing preventing access to the coast 
 

 
The sea wall with its weathered sandstone, offers fine 
views of Arran from the upper walkway, but it is not easily 
accessible due to the condition of the stonework. 

 
 

 
Part of the regeneration at Eglington Dock 
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8.4 Ardrossan to Saltcoats 
This stretch of the Ayrshire coast is the most exposed to the longest fetch up the Firth of 
Clyde and to the prevailing SW winds.  It is dominated by the rocky harbour of Saltcoats (out 
of use) which – with Ardrossan’s headland – frames a semi-circular bay head beach that is 
unique in Ayrshire, backed by seaside resorts connected by a promenade and esplanade.  
 
The dominant elements of this settled coastline are a sandy beach, and many linear rocky 
headlands, linked by promenades.  Sea walls are a particular feature, and may be low 
enough to see over, or so high that views are blocked. 
 
Saltcoats harbour was built in 1686–1700 for the coal and salt trade, it takes advantage of 
existing rocks and reefs (the Outer and Inner Nebbock) projecting into the sea.  It was the 
principal port for coal on the Clyde by 1770, when a new basin was added.  A canal was 
built to the coalfields of Auchenharvie and Ardeer, replaced by the railway in 1831.  
Shipbuilding ceased in 1874.   The harbour was reconstructed in 1914 and 1988, and is now 
disused.   
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8.4.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 

 Ardrossan to Saltcoats 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Saltcoats harbour faces south west into the wind and has rocky reef; it dries out at 
low tide and is only used by local small craft.  Its form follows from its geology, its 
sea walls springing off igneous rocks. 
Parts of the shoreline seem dominated by natural forces, with waves and winds 
especially evident.  The sea walls emphasise the potential destructive nature of 
the waves and give a sense of safety on the landward side.  The risk of inundation 
is demonstrated by the metal frames for boards to block up the openings slapped 
into the harbour walls, and by the walls’ height.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

The ferry from Ardrossan harbour is a regular sight, together with other vessels.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is varied – a large and small sandy beach, separated by several 
headlands made of parallel wave-worn dark rocks and the disused harbour with a 
quay along its south side.  
A promenade or esplanade with lighting runs behind a sea wall, with seats and a 
play area.  A new section of sea wall provides an unusual beach-level pavement 
at its base.  A grassy sward, occasionally broken up by small car parks, runs 
between the promenade and the main road, overlooked by grand villas.   
A complex of three large paddling and model boating ponds in the rocks, unique in 
Ayrshire, marks the Saltcoats end of the beach.   
The beaches, promenades and esplanades provide opportunities to experience of 
the bracing open air.   
There is an upper walkway along the quayside wall off the west end of Inner 
Nebbock, but this is closed off due to its poor state of repair.  Stairs down to the 
water in the harbour are closed off.   

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The immediate hinterland is a mix of urban and recreational uses and light 
industry.  Overlooking South Bay is Castle Hill. The slopes rise up to the skyline of 
the toe of the Clyde Muirshiel Hills, with alternating smooth ridges running down 
off rounded tops separated by a series of south-flowing valleys.  Car parks back 
most of the Saltcoats harbour, and vehicle access onto the quayside is permitted. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The streets of Ardrossan were planned (early 1800s) as a simple grid aligned with 
the headland of the harbour; newer development spreads along the soft coast to 
the north and rises up the lower feet of the hills behind the town.  A crescent of 
villas that mirrors the bay linked Ardrossan to Saltcoats, with more recent housing 
development connecting the towns more strongly.  Although Saltcoats developed 
round the harbour, its core is inland and links to the shore are poor. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

At the Ardrossan end of South Bay, the prominent Obelisk (1849) is a feature on 
Castel Hill.  The war memorial, an 8m tall Celtic Cross, behind the promenade 
faces the sea. Nearby, a sunken garden encloses a simple boulder forming a 
memorial to the loss of the aircraft carrier HMS Dasher. The red brick church of St 
Peter-ad-Vincula appears more modern than its1938 date (Gillespie Kidd & Coia), 
and is a landmark at the west end of the bay, balanced by the Barony Parish 
Church (1844) with its “lively silhouette”2 at the west end. 
“Our talking wall” (2010) is a series of plaques with quotes from local people3 set 
into the sea wall at South Bay beside the lower pavement.  Otherwise, Saltcoats’ 
chief feature is its harbour, where its boarded up Customs House is prominent.   

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 

There is no experience of an isolated or secluded coast.   

                                                
2 Rob Close Ayrshire & Arran an illustrated architectural guide 1992 
3 Going to the beach is much better with a dog. Megan aged 11.  I loved the penny boat trips round the bay, the 
donkey rides and seeing the Sea Queen.  Anon. 
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Aesthetic qualities 
 

The semicircle of wide sandy beach is a key attraction, and the complex of boating 
and paddling ponds is unique on the Ayrshire coast.  A particular attraction is the 
contrast between the Saltcoats quayside and the rocky appearance of the 
shoreline. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

Important coastal viewpoints include the promenades, esplanades and South 
Bay’s beach, as well as the tops of the sea walls where access is allowed.   
There are frequent seats, and the promenade at Saltcoats has a low wall with a 
continuous bench overlooking the harbour. The castellated tower at the end of the 
quay is a popular viewpoint, providing panoramic views.   

 
8.4.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Ardrossan to Saltcoats 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Some sensitivity 
Views to Arran are a sensitivity.  While the scale of the sea setting is likely to 
absorb low-lying offshore structures, especially where they are set further out to 
sea, taller structures may impinge on these views.  Movement of vessels close 
offshore is already a characteristic of the views. 

 
Settlement 

Some sensitivity 
The key sensitivities relate to building design rather than the opportunities to 
build in principal.   

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
The key sensitivity relates to the potential for visual clutter if new infrastructure 
and development introduce more sizes and types of development without 
regards to existing structures.  Existing unused developed areas may be more 
suited to being returned to open space rather than lying derelict awaiting 
redevelopment.   

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
It is unlikely that changes to land management behind the settlement will affect 
the setting of this stretch of coast. 
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8.4.3 Ardrossan to Saltcoats: Opportunities and guidance 
• Development should be resisted between the road and the coast, to limit 

impacts on views of the sea and maintain the dominant settlement patter 
• Encourage the repair of Saltcoats’ harbour wall upper walkway, and the 

renovation and re-use of the Customs House 
• Take care to build structures which are in scale with existing characteristic 

buildings styles and located and orientated to reflect existing built patterns 
and maintain key views. 

• As with buildings, both the design and the build quality of infrastructure on the 
coast should aim to respect the scale of features in and around this 
settlement. The simple design of key elements, such as the promenade, 
strengthens visual coherence.   

• The visual focus of Arran is a key constraint to offshore development. 
• Aim to reinforce the contrasts in character between the two towns, so that 

their identities do not merge. This could be through difference in spatial 
pattern within built developments, the type and pattern of infrastructure or 
green space along the coast, or difference in detail design. 

• Focus development in those areas where development is already more 
prevalent, to reinforce the contrast with the more secluded areas of character  

• Resist development on key skylines at the prominent headlands, especially 
where this involves tall structures.  

• The attractions of a ‘seaside resort’ are reduced by coastal dereliction, and 
the redevelopment of parts of the coast could be an opportunity to redress 
this. 

• It is important to maintain and enhance where necessary the quality of the 
built structures and infrastructure – including paving, sea walls, pavilions and 
street furniture – to consolidate the impression of a high quality seafront, but 
care should be taken to avoid adding visual clutter. 

• Clutter should be avoided - it is especially important to avoid fragmenting the 
grass sward with built development, as it acts as a simple foil to busier 
elements of the townscape.   
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8.4.4 Ardrossan to Saltcoats: Photographs 
 

 
The fine semi-circular beach at South Bay. The spires of 
the churches are prominent, as are the Castle and the 
obelisk. The low promenade wall doubles as seating 
 

 
Paddling and boating ponds. 
 

 
The unused Saltcoats harbour offers panoramic views 
from the tower at the end of the quay – the Customs 
House is on the right 

 
 

 
The combined esplanade and railway is unique in 
Ayrshire 
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8.5 Saltcoats to Barassie 
This stretch of coast curves around Irvine Bay from the rocky promontories at Saltcoats 
south to Troon harbour.  It is characterised by the consistent presence of a sandy beach, 
dunes, and an industrial or heavily man-modified hinterland that yet includes several Sites of 
Scientific Interest and a Local Nature Reserve. Irvine Bay is some fourteen km in length. 
 
This stretch of coast is overlooked by three settlements. Stevenston is an old settlement 
which straggles inland from the shore with no particular pattern.  Irvine (Burgh 1240, Royal 
Burgh 1372) was the main port for Glasgow before the Clyde was dredged. It was one of 
Scotland’s New Towns but there is no housing at the coast, the nearest buildings fronting 
the river. These include the former Customs House and the Magnum Leisure Centre.  Only 
Barassie (formerly New Kilmarnock) has housing with direct views out to sea – it was begun 
in 1830 with the holiday homes of the day, now a mix of the villas of the short-lived Barassie 
Garden Suburb (1911 to WW1) with infill bungalows and social housing.   
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8.5.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 

 Saltcoats to Barassie 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The sweeping extent of Irvine Bay, and the expanse of the sea, is reinforced from 
the coast by the distant outline of Arran, which in some lights can be astonishingly 
clearly defined despite its distance.  Nevertheless, the enclosure around this bay, 
reinforced by its curve, slightly reduces the sense of expanse.   
From the sea, this part of the Firth appears wide and expansive, reinforced by the 
long views south and south west, with Ailsa Craig relatively distant on the horizon. 
Even large boats can appear small in this expanse. Dominated by natural forces, 
even the slightest wind can raise waves. The dynamism of this seascape is 
reflected by constant changing qualities of light, the long reach of revealed sand at 
low tide, dunes sculpted by wind and wave action. Sea defences offer protection 
from the potential destructive nature of the waves.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Ships and boats that are able to cross the harbour bar at Irvine bring maritime 
activity inland, with quayside berths and jetties for small ships and sheltered river 
moorings for yachts in the rivers Irvine and Garnock. The ferries serving Troon and 
Ardrossan cross the wide channel, while larger ships, including container ships, 
tend to travel well offshore; but one or two anchor off Troon for long periods, their 
lights visible and static at night on the horizon. The Scottish Maritime Museum’s 
floating exhibits bring the maritime experience into Irvine. 
There are no fish farms or other major off shore activity.    

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The soft coastline of Irvine Bay forms a long smooth crescent. The texture of the 
sand varies, coarser with more pebbles at the centre and finer at the north and 
south ends, with localised debris from the erosion of reclaimed old rubbish tips and 
slag heaps.      
The majority of the beach is backed by sand dunes. The dunes are highest, widest 
and least damaged where public access is limited at Ardeer.  
Tall dunes are protected by a high concrete sea wall in poor condition along the 
ICI works boundary, where a large painting of Scotland’s national bard has been 
given the tag “chemical Burns”.  The dunes are narrower and eroded by waves 
and trampled by walkers at the central area at Irvine Beach Park, and are low and 
petering out at Barassie.   
The shore is popular with walkers and horse riders, and is accessible except at the 
highest tides.  People swim in the sea.  Kite surfers and beach karters take 
advantage of the waves and the wider beach at Barassie.  
There are several car parks at Stevenson Beach Park, beside the Irvine harbour 
breakwater, in Irvine Beach Park, and off the main road at Barassie.   

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Behind the dunes, the landform of the adjacent low-lying Ayrshire basin has 
typically been heavily man-modified with several abandoned or derelict sites. 
Geometric bunds built to contain explosive blasts, and augmented with conifers, 
typify the Nobel chemical works on the Ardeer peninsula.  The grass covered roof 
of the former Big Idea marks a failed enterprise at Ardeer that now lies empty.  At 
the confluence of the rivers Garnock and Irvine is Bogside Flats SSSI, important 
for migrating birds.   
Large grassy mounds mark the reclaimed Stevenson Beach Park and Irvine 
Beach Park. There are several links golf courses and the Sandylands Holiday Park 
(static caravans) is sited behind the wide Stevenston dunes. 
The sight and sound of trains is frequent as the line runs close to the shore except 
at Ardeer where it skirts inland. Pumping stations mark the run of the main sewer 
running parallel to the coast close to the railway line.   
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Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

While Stevenson and Irvine overlook this coast, only Barassie has a truly coastal 
location. 
Main roads and the railway line avoid the coast between Irvine and Saltcoats, 
skirting Ardeer.  Several large factories are dotted along behind the coast, the 
most important being Alfred Nobel’s explosive works on the peninsula at Ardeer4.  
The Ayrshire Coastal Path ensures access to the coast, but must detour inland at 
Ardeer on a busy C-road as there is currently no access across the river.  There 
are car parks from which the beach and the coastal path are easily accessed at 
Stevenson, Irvine and Barassie.  

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Modern landmarks for shipping include the spires of Irvine’s churches, the tower of 
Kilwinning Abbey, the five “high flats” at Irvine, the chimneys and silos of the 
Ardagh glassworks, the major industrial complex at Ardeer, and the chimney of the 
biomass plant at the large Caledonian Paper mill near Irvine.  This huge pale 
factory can be seen from Arran, almost 30 km away, and its vapour plumes are 
almost always present on the mainland.   
Along the shore, landmarks include the Pilot House housing automatic tide 
signalling apparatus at the mouth of the River Irvine. 
The Irvine harbour breakwater is a unique feature of this stretch of coast.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There are areas where the shoreline and the sea are the only relevant features, as 
the hinterland is screened by the dunes.  Apart from the south of the Ardeer 
section, it is a popular and accessible destination, and the experience of the coast 
is always influenced by human activity that limits any sense of isolation, especially 
where the road or railway bring noise to the shore.  The coast behind the beach is 
urbanised or industrial in character, or used as a golf course, with no experience of 
even a secluded coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The sandy beach can be attractive, even where it is marred by gabions and other 
ugly dune protection measures, because the sight of Arran changes with the 
seasons, weather and time of day, and Ailsa Craig can appear to float in profile on 
the silver reflective sea.  The expanse of sand exposed at low tide at Irvine is 
raked in summer, but the effect is somewhat spoiled by the rubbish being tipped in 
a holding bay behind the beach. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The dunes and artificial hills behind the beach limit views of the hinterland from the 
coast, so that the visual focus is usually out to sea. 
The beach, including the Ayrshire coastal path are important viewpoints, and Arran 
is the key off shore feature, and at night the lighthouses and beacons on Arran 
can be seen in clear weather. Ailsa Craig, the south Ayrshire headlands, the Paps 
of Jura, the Galloway Hills and even the Antrim Hills visible in clear conditions.   
Views to the sea from the road at Barassie are largely unimpeded as settlement is 
on the landward side of the road.  There are panoramic views from the breakwater 
at Irvine’s harbour, the slag quay, the tops of the artificial hills at Stevenson and 
Irvine beach parks, in particular from the monumental Dragon5 sculpture.  
From the sea, the low profile of this coast is difficult to pick out, and the main focus 
is on the profiles and chimneys of the factories, and the churches and abbey 
spires and towers.  The coastal hills to north and south of this section of coast are 
also more prominent than the detail of the immediate coast from a distance, and 
the turbines and masts on these hills break the skyline. 

 

                                                
4 Begun in 1870 and by 1907 the largest explosive works in the world. The sand substrate was ideal for raising 
the bunkers, embankments and mounds to protect the danger zones. Rob Close Ayrshire & Arran 1992 
5 Designed by Tony Vogt, built by Roy Fitzsimmons c.1985 and which inspired ‘DarkIsle’, a children’s book by 
D.A Nelson  
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8.5.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Saltcoats to Barassie 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
Views to Arran are sensitive, and while the scale of the sea setting is likely to 
absorb low-lying offshore structures, especially where they are set further out to 
sea, taller structures will impinge on these views.  Structures closer to shore will 
be very overlooked. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
Most settlement is set back from the coast on the landward side of the road, 
allowing unimpeded views of the sea.  This pattern should be maintained. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
The immediate skyline from much of the beach is not developed, in sharp 
contrast to the highly developed hinterland.  Existing foci for development are 
less sensitive to change, but the immediate coast is sensitive to tall structures 
because of its low profile and high visibility.  A key sensitivity relates to the 
potential for visual clutter if new infrastructure and development introduce more 
sizes and types of development in built up areas without regard to the scale of 
existing structures.  

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The land management of the hinterland has very little impact on the experience 
of the coast 

 
8.5.3 Saltcoats to Barassie: Opportunities and guidance 

• Development should be resisted between the road and the coast at Barassie, 
where it will impinge on views. 

• Consider options for improving dune management - low key interventions 
could target the removal of coast litter, dumping, dereliction and erosion as 
well as removal or repair of security fencing and upgrading of fragmented 
coastal protection works. 

• Maintain and enhance where necessary the quality of the built structures and 
infrastructure – including seats, bollards and car park gantries - and avoid 
additional clutter. It was noted that there are surprisingly few seats. 

• Encourage the rationalisation of vehicle access and its control at Ardeer, 
Barassie, and Troon North Beach. 

• Consider providing additional carefully designed small scale car parks and 
upgrade degraded areas at Ardeer.   

• Consider bringing the “Bridge of Scottish Invention” back into use to allow the 
coastal path - currently diverted far inland - to access the Ardeer beach north 
of the River Irvine. 

• Views to Arran are a particular feature of this stretch of coast, and should be 
considered in the siting of off shore structures. 
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8.5.4  Saltcoats to Barassie: Photographs 
 

 
Arran dominates the view – here seen at sunset 
 

 
‘Slag Point’ at Ardeer provides panoramic views from the 
promontory, although the coastal erosion is evident 
 

 
The Dragon, on one of the artificial hills at Irvine Park 
Beach, with the sweep of the beach behind it. 

 
 

 
Barassie is a popular wide sandy beach, although the mix 
of infrastructure causes ‘visual clutter’  
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8.6 Troon harbour 
This stretch of coast runs from the sea wall at the south end of North Beach at Barassie, to 
the north end of Troon’s South Beach.  Here, the dolerite peninsula of Troon headland 
protrudes into the sea, forming the stop end of the wide bays to north and south, and 
providing a natural harbour, now home to a 400 berth marina.  

This is one of the most sheltered harbours on the west coast, and from 1808, the 4th Duke 
of Portland added docks to the natural harbour on the north side for coal shipment, providing 
a magnificent pier 3 m above high water. A notable feature is the Ballast Bank built in 1840 
to protect the new harbour from the prevailing winds, using ballast from cargo ships and 
from the excavation of the harbour.  
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8.6.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 

 Troon harbour 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Set against the wide expanse of this part of the firth, this extensive harbour is one 
of the most sheltered harbours on the west coast of Scotland6. It is a key focus for 
seagoing vessels and has a history of smuggling.  The peninsula which shelters 
the harbour projects into the sea, and its reinforced edges, along with protection 
from the Ballast bank are defences needed against the powerful natural forces of 
the winds and waves.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

This is a busy maritime area. The harbour is used by the seagoing catamaran ferry 
to Northern Ireland, timber barges and fishing vessels served by Scotland’s first 
electronic fish-auction facility.  Troon Yacht Marina has berths for 400 yachts, 
while the main shipping channel is well out to sea. Shipbuilding at the Ailsa yard 
was a major industry from 1885 to 2000, and the yard is now used for some ship 
repair work.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The peninsula acts as a ‘pivotal point’ along the coast. It is narrow, and there is a 
sense of being nearly surrounded by water.   
The coast is a variety of natural and man-made hard materials, from dolerite and 
sandstone slabs to imported rip rap, concrete sea walls and dressed stone 
harbour walls. There is also a sandy shore at North Sands Beach.  
The impressive Ballast Bank, built in 1840, has been grassed-over and 
strengthened with stone and concrete on the seaward (SW) side, where a low sea-
wall provides a footpath along the base.  It stands an estimated 10m high and is 
0.5 km in length.  
Access to parts of the coast is barred by security fences.  Access to the sea, 
where possible, is made difficult by the rocks except at the SW slipway, although 
the rocky shore is used for fishing.   

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The headland is a mix of industrial, recreational and residential use.  Inland is the 
low-lying town of Troon, dominated by red sandstone and laid out in a grid pattern 
that blends into the adjacent town of Barassie.  It is overlooked by Dundonald Hill 
(145m) with its pattern of policy woodland and geometric fields, a dolerite or 
whinstone quarry, communications mast and the ancient castle that was the 
residence of the Stewart kings. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The peninsula is almost entirely built over with a mosaic of large industrial 
buildings, a sawmill, storage yards, Georgian villas, social housing, buildings 
serving the marina, a few old stone fishermen’s cottages that now house harbour 
offices, and the harbour itself.  The road onto the headland is a dead-end, but 
paths and pavements allow the peninsula to be circumnavigated largely in sight of 
the sea. 
The inner parts of the harbour are complex, with a sheltered area giving access to 
a square harbour used by fishing boats, while the further inner harbour houses the 
yacht marina and various docks, all beautifully engineered with stone of different 
colours and decorative features.   

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

In views along the coast, the peninsula itself is a major feature ‘stopping’ the end 
of the bays to north and south.  The Ballast Bank is an iconic landmark.  The small 
rocky uninhabited Lady Isle, with its prominent beacon, is a landmark close off 
shore SW by day or night. Ailsa Craig and Arran are also notable features.  

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast is urbanised and industrial in character, with no experience of isolated 
or secluded coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The integrity of the ballast bank is a particular and attractive feature, enjoyed by all 
ages for its bracing walk with a drama and excitement akin to a castle rampart.  
The harbour feels busy, and attracts people to watch the boats and spot its 

                                                
6 www.ports.org.uk  
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famous seals. The ships, the yachts and the ferry bring movement and change to 
the scene. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

Views from the sea, including from recreation yacht users and the ferry to Northern 
Ireland, are significant, as sea going vessels come to shore, and Dundonald Hill, 
its radio mast with red lights a night-time landmark for the Ayrshire coast, 
dominates the skyline.  Brown Carrick Hill, dropping to the Heads of Ayr, is also 
particularly prominent from the sea. 
Other important viewpoints include panoramic 360 degree views from the top of 
the Ballast Bank, as well as views to and from the harbour and south to Ireland 
from the car parks.  Views from the North Sands appear to be almost entirely 
enclosed by Irvine Bay. 

 
8.6.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Troon harbour 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Some sensitivity 
The area already has a working industrial character and could accommodate 
some off shore development.  However, views to Ailsa Craig and Arran are a 
particular feature from this stretch of coast.  While the scale and openness of the 
sea setting is likely to absorb low-lying offshore structures, especially where they 
are set further out to sea, taller structures may impinge on these views and will 
be more visually intrusive. 

 
Settlement 

High sensitivity 
The key sensitivities relate to building design that reinforces the sense of place, 
because due to the diversity of existing structures, there is a danger of visual 
clutter.  There is little greenspace left for development and what is left should be 
retained as part of the fabric of the headland, particularly where it affords views 
to the sea and acts as a simple foil to busier elements of the townscape.   

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
Industrial scale buildings and the harbour infrastructure dominate the 
promontory.  The key sensitivity relates to the potential for visual clutter if new 
infrastructure and development introduces more sizes and types of development 
without regards to existing structures.  Further large scale development may be 
out of scale with the oldest – and smallest – buildings on the headland.  The 
reuse of redundant and empty buildings should take priority over building on 
what little green open space remains, and would restore productive use to semi-
derelict sites. 

 
Land management 

High sensitivity 
Dundonald Hill is a very important component of this coastline, in terms of local 
backdrop and setting, the contrast its fields and woodlands create with the 
urbanised and industrialised coast at Troon and its wide visibility within the 
inland Ayrshire basin.  
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8.6.3 Troon harbour: Opportunities and guidance 
• Continued restoration and upgrading of facilities should be encouraged, but 

care should be taken to avoid adding clutter and out-of-scale structures. 
• The remaining small areas of green space are important, and development 

should favour reuse of neglected buildings and sites before using these green 
spaces. 

• Additional land based development may add clutter to a landscape which 
already contains a range of different types of development; therefore size, 
massing, design and setting of any additional development should aim to 
work closely with established patterns of development.  

• The security fences, piles of timber – and occasionally wind turbine 
components – sawmill, prohibitive signs, Council recycling depot, the ferry 
terminal compound and various pipes discharging onto the North Troon beach 
shore are not attractive and some rationalisation and redevelopment could 
improve these features. 

• Security and safety fences detract from the visual amenity, and some appear 
to be no longer needed.  An audit of these may allow some to be removed.   

• The visual focus of Arran is a key constraint to offshore development. 
• Continued restoration and upgrading of built facilities should be encouraged. 
• The experience of departure and arrival at the ferry terminal could be 

enhanced. 
• It is important to maintain and enhance where necessary the quality of the 

infrastructure – including paving, railings, fences, litter bins, seating and other 
furniture. 

• Paths have developed on the grassy Ballast Bank where people walk up onto 
it, and this apparent lack of maintenance contributes – with the adjacent saw 
mill and security fence – to a potential loss of its attractiveness.  Upgrading to 
a paved surface should be considered as part of the enhancement of the 
adjacent car park. 

• From the sea, Dundonald Hill is a key feature, and therefore additional 
structures on this hill will be prominent from the sea and potentially intrusive. 

• Consider a few carefully sited seats around the quays to increase 
opportunities to enjoy the activity associated with the fishing boats and ferry.   

• An access strategy may assist in opening up some currently inaccessible 
areas of the harbour so that the public can enjoy the harbour’s activities.   

 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 8 Lower Firth of Clyde (East) 31 

8.6.4 Troon Harbour: Photographs 
 

 
Troon harbour with its fishing boats. The quayside is 
readily accessible 
 

 
The artificial ballast car park gives elevated panoramic 
views north past the Isle of Bute 
 

 
The Ballast Bank – a striking feature – is prone to erosion 
caused by walking up and down the banks 

 
 

 
The Ballast Bank offers elevated panoramic views south 
over Ayr to the Galloway Hills 
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8.7 Troon to Doonfoot 
This area is dominated by the expanse and openness of the sea, which is at its widest 
between Prestwick and Arran. This provides a context for the coast, characterised by the 
long sweep of sandy beach set against a sea wall and/or sand dunes; and a promenade, 
esplanade, coastal path or a golf course which creates a setting for a diverse range of 
seaside leisure pursuits.  
 
The commercial harbour at the Port of Ayr lies within this coastal character area, and is 
assessed in the next section. 
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8.7.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 

 Troon to Doonfoot 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This expansive and exposed sea includes the widest stretch of the Firth between 
Prestwick and Arran. Even large boats can appear small in this expanse. 
Dominated by natural forces, even the slightest wind can raise waves. The 
dynamism of this seascape is reflected by constant changing qualities of light, the 
long reach of revealed sand at low tide, dunes sculpted by wind and wave action. 
The sea wall protects from potential destructive nature of the waves.   

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

The sea channels are busy, both with through traffic and commercial, fishing and 
recreational vessels entering Troon and Ayr harbour ports. 
 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coast is a long open bay which widens to the south, and forms a series of 
gentle curves along most of the coast.  It is sandy, peppered by dark rocks – some 
craggy, others smooth - at irregular intervals at minor headlands.  The beach is 
replaced by a fringe of low rocks interspersed with saltmarsh and rock pools at the 
south end of Troon harbour’s headland.  
The dunes behind the beach are intermittently present, those at the south end of 
Troon where there is accretion have been stabilised by fencing and planting.   
In the towns, a sea wall is always present, in some places at pavement level, with 
frequent access steps and ramps to the beach. There are lit promenades and 
esplanades behind the sea wall, and like the beaches, these provide the 
experience of the bracing open air as the SW wind is dominant.  
Links golf courses along the coast, each fronted by low sand dunes, separate the 
towns.  There is a dinghy club at Prestwick, with access to the shore via a slipway. 
Prestwick Airport lies inland, and one of the runways aligns with Troon, so that the 
sight and sound of planes overhead is typical of the north part of the bay. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The hinterland is a series of links golf courses, from the famous Royal Troon, 
through Prestwick Old Course (home of The Open) to Prestwick St Nicholas.  
Other golf courses are set out in a number of designed landscapes close inland on 
slightly higher ground, such as Belleisle and Lochgreen, and their policy woodland 
forms the skyline.  The golf courses separate the towns of Troon, Prestwick and 
Ayr. Low hills and headlands are emphasised by small woodlands in which large 
houses are hidden.  Prestwick Holiday Park (static caravans and a camp site) is 
hidden in a dip in the coastal plain at Pow Burn’s inlet.  
Dundonald Hill and Brown Carrick Hill are landmark hills, which enclose the coast 
to north and south, with estate planting highlighting Newark Castle.   

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The towns of Troon, Prestwick and Ayr with Doonfoot are generally set back from 
the shore, usually separated by a sward of grass, but some municipal buildings 
brave the seafront.  Sandstone walls are scoured by the wind, leaving the mortar 
proud.   
Troon’s streets echo the curve of the bay, a grid pattern working inland from the 
esplanade and the side roads dipping below the railway line.  
Prestwick is divided by the railway line that brought the town’s growth as a holiday 
and golfing town, mirroring the coastline and interrupting the loose grid pattern by 
creating culs-de-sac stopping at the embankment, which also blocks views of the 
sea.  The railway at grade is crossed by steep tightly sinuous narrow roads.   
The streets of Ayr mirror the coast, with a grid, crescents and squares of neat 
terraces and Georgian houses leading off the esplanade.  Apart from the 
apartments by the river Ayr, houses are set well back from the coast and usually 
sheltered by tall walls. 
At Doonfoot (the coastal edge of Robert Burns’ Alloway), the older settlement 
follows the River Doon at right angles to the coast at the Scaur O’Doon, while 
modern development generally curves around the bay in a grid connected by 
roundabouts.  
The low-lying ground means that waste water must be pumped to the treatment 
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works.  A pumping station is a prominent feature set incongruously in the dunes 
north of Prestwick, its conical roof visible above the dunes. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

All three major settlements have distinctive spires and notable buildings, such as 
the landmark Marine Hotel at Troon, the Town Hall spire of Ayr and several 
churches in Prestwick. These are also important features as seen from the sea. 
The two Salt Pan Houses at Prestwick’s Maryborough are local landmarks above 
the beach.  Ayr’s white Pavilion (1911) beside the esplanade and Low Green has 
a tower at each corner and stands out in comparison to the nearby dramatic 
sandstone classical County Building, its portico overlooking Wellington Square.   
Greenan castle becomes a prominent feature at Doonfoot.  
The magnificent ‘Britannia’ war memorial at Troon is set beside the promenade, 
evocatively facing out to sea.   
The low lying Lady Isle is a landmark islet close offshore.   
The Auld Brig, an Ayr icon, looks down the river to the open sea. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

Where this coast is urbanised in character, so there is no experience of isolated 
coast.  The beaches and golf courses are busy and popular.  Away from the 
resorts’ promenades and esplanades, the walk in gives a localised sense of 
seclusion. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The long sweep of sandy beach, promenades and esplanades, often associated 
with dunes and open grassy areas, is attractive and readily appreciated from 
frequent seats.  While not an aesthetic quality, there is a strong feeling of ‘seaside 
resort’ in the towns which feel busy and have a varied range of attractions, 
although this diminishes at Doonfoot, where the focus moves inland to Alloway’s 
Burns’ heritage.  The expanse of sand exposed at low tide is carefully groomed 
and a key attraction.  Dumping in hidden low ground and sand erosion by foot 
traffic reduces the appeal of localised areas at Doonfoot. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

From the sea, Brown Carrick Hill and Dundonald Hill dominate the skyline.  Other 
important viewpoints include the promenades, esplanades and beaches, and the 
parallel grass sward, as well as those golf course tees and greens that have views 
over the dunes to the sea and Arran.  There are regular pavilions, and frequent 
seats.  
Views from the sea, including from recreation yacht users, the ferry to Northern 
Ireland and PS Waverley, and cruise liners off the Port of Ayr, are also significant. 
The focus of views from the coast is out to Arran, to the profile of the Heads of Ayr 
and the headlands down the Firth, and to Greenan Castle at Doonfoot.   
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8.7.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Troon to Doonfoot 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
Views to the focal point of Arran are sensitive and while the scale and openness 
of the sea setting is likely to absorb low-lying offshore structures, especially 
where they are set further out to sea, taller structures may impinge on these 
views and reduce the recreational enjoyment of the coast.  Structures closer to 
shore will be very overlooked and will reduce the perceived scale of the nearby 
Heads of Ayr and may extend the industrial character of the ports along the 
coast. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
Settlement tends to be set back from the coast, therefore the sensitivities for 
new development relate to siting, size and materials rather than development in 
principal. Scope for buildings close to the shore is also very limited by the need 
to maintain an attractive setting to key features.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
Existing foci for development are less sensitive to change, and the immediate 
coast is sensitive to tall structures because of its low profile and high visibility 
from the road.  It is especially important to avoid fragmenting the grass sward 
with additional built development, as it acts as a simple foil to busier elements of 
the townscape.  In addition, the simple design of key elements, such as the 
esplanade and promenade, strengthen visual coherence.  A particular attraction 
is the contrast between the built structures, the grassy sward and semi-natural 
appearance of the shoreline.  A further constraint is the need to minimise clutter 
in this landscape, which is already relatively busy. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The highly sensitive landmark hills of Dundonald and Brown Carrick contribute to 
the setting of this coastline and settlements.  It is unlikely that changes to land 
management in the lowlands behind the settlements will affect the setting of this 
stretch of coast. 
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8.7.3 Troon to Doonfoot: Opportunities and guidance 
• Development should be resisted between the road and the coast, to limit 

impacts on views of the sea and maintain the dominant settlement pattern. 
• Focus development in those areas where development is already more 

prevalent, to reinforce the contrast with the more secluded areas of character, 
whilst maintaining key views. 

• Aim to reinforce the contrasts in character between the towns, so that their 
identities do not merge. 

• Take care to build structures which are in scale with existing characteristic 
buildings styles and located and orientated to reflect existing built patterns. 
This includes setting housing back from the coast, and orientating it to look 
towards the sea. 

• From the sea, the landmark hills of Brown Carrick Hill and Dundonald Hill are 
key features, as the skyline is more prominent than the detail of the 
immediate coast from a distance. 

• Any addition to shoreline development should be very carefully considered in 
terms of impacts on the setting of Greenan Castle  

• Resist development on key skylines at prominent headlands and backdrop 
hills, especially where this involves the removal of policy woodland or tall 
structures.  

• The visual focus of Arran is a key constraint to offshore development. 
• It is important to maintain and enhance where necessary the quality of the 

built structures and infrastructure – including paving, sea walls, pavilions and 
street furniture – to consolidate the impression of a high quality seafront, but 
care should be taken to avoid adding clutter. 

• Encourage the consistent design of seats, benches and picnic tables to avoid 
further visual clutter and reinforce a strong sense of place.   

• Take the opportunity to assess the grass mowing regime to rationalise it, 
based on a hierarchy from manicured to natural; controlling invasive weeds in 
long grass is essential to avoid ground becoming unkempt in character. 

• Assess the views from promenade seats, and consider relocating those seats 
where the build-up of dunes, or other changes to the landscape, have blocked 
the key views out to sea. 

• Consider formalising the paths from cross-roads at Troon to the formal 
promenade where these are currently informal paths through natural 
vegetation. 

• There may be opportunities to improve the coastal path at Doonfoot and its 
access to the shore, whilst still maintaining its natural character. 

• Consider low-key surfacing to upgrade and rationalise the eroding bare sand 
coastal paths at Doonfoot, where two car parks bring visitors that trample the 
fragile vegetation. 

• Consider bringing the unkempt and rank grass field east of Greenan Castle 
into productive use or active management. 
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8.7.4 Troon to Doonfoot: Photographs 
 

 
The urban sections of this coastal character area typically 
include a path, promenade or esplanade backed by grass, 
acting as a foil to inland development. 
 

 
Ayr promenade, the sign encouraging people to ‘walk the 
mile’. The fine sea wall is under attack from waves. The 
wide beach offers views to the Heads of Ayr 
 

 
Dunes which back the beach are being actively restored 

 
 

 
The links golf courses front on to the coast 
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8.8 Port of Ayr 
The Port of Ayr is largely at the north side of the River Ayr, but its southern breakwater forms 
the north end of Ayr’s beach. Run by Associated British Ports (ABP), this commercial port 
handles dry goods such as salt and animal feed, forest products (including the short-sea 
timberLINK service), scrap metals, coal, and the tenders for cruise liners moored offshore.  It 
has dedicated railway sidings.  Its built fabric merges with Newton-on-Ayr’s housing and 
warehouses on the north side of the river.  
 

 
 

 



Firth of Clyde Seascape Assessment: Section 8 Lower Firth of Clyde (East) 40 

8.8.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 

 Port of Ayr 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The promontory of the Port of Ayr juts into an expansive and often exposed sea 
which feels more vast because the sound between Ayrshire and Arran merges 
with the Outer Firth of Clyde from this point south. The harbour is sheltered and 
protected from the elements by sea walls. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

The sea is busy with cargo vessels and their pilot boats, or PS Waverley attracting 
scores of spectators to the accessible South Pier.  Fishing boats and a few yachts 
tie up at the North Quay and north riverside.  Occasional huge cruise liners moor 
offshore.  Beacons light the harbour breakwaters and the small Lady Isle.   

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The shoreline is entirely protected by sea walls, rip rap or quaysides so that there 
is a sense of a harbour refuge from the power of the sea.  
The public esplanade allows access, but several security fences prevent public 
access to the coast and working port. The few grass verges, and the grass field 
inland from the esplanade, are unkempt.  Walls have graffiti.   
The character is strongly influenced by the various large new metal Terminals and 
their tall security lights. Large cast iron bollards are a characteristic feature on both 
sides of the river. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The immediate hinterland is flat and generally built on or surfaced over.  Butted 
onto the port is the housing, pubs and industry of Newton-on-Ayr and Ayr.  Behind 
the sea wall at the north is an esplanade, backed by an area of rough grass 
surrounded by boulders and chespale fencing to keep out illegal caravans, and the 
railway sidings of Newton-on-Ayr that serve the Port.   

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

This is largely an industrial zone that contains a range of different types of 
development, of varying size, massing, design and setting.  The scale of the 
buildings is matched by the size of the large cargo vessels.    
Whilst there have been efforts to “gentrify” some old warehouses by converting 
them to apartments, the character remains firmly that of a working Port.  The 
railway sidings angled off the Ayr – Glasgow line contain the settlement to the 
north. The former Darlington Place Church (1860) by the New Bridge over the 
river, now home to Borderline Theatre, is a notable building.  To the south, flats up 
to seven stories high line the riverfront and back the South Pier and former Slip 
Dock.  

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Any topographical features at the hinterland are outscaled by the large grey metal 
terminals at the port.   

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This stretch of coast is heavily industrialised and urbanised, and is neither isolated 
nor secluded.  The working Port is not accessible, due to statutory security 
requirements. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

While not an aesthetic quality, the movement of ships in and out of the port is 
interesting and attracts spectators.  Larger ships are a more dramatic spectacle, 
towering over the people who watch them being deftly manoeuvred to their dock.  

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

The northern esplanade and the South Pier are the key viewpoints. Away from the 
edges of the quays and docks, large buildings block views of the sea. Views from 
the sea, including from visiting cruise liners, are also significant.  Views west from 
the New Bridge and Auld Brig are channelled by the riverside development to 
focus on Goatfell on the Isle of Arran.  
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8.8.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Port of Ayr 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Low sensitivity 
Views to Arran are a feature from this stretch of coast, and taller structures may 
impinge on these views.  However, the coast is industrialised, and the openness 
of the sea setting is likely to absorb low-lying offshore structures, especially 
where they are set further out to sea. 

 
Settlement 
 

Low sensitivity 
The key sensitivities relate to building design rather than the opportunities to 
build in principal.  For the most part, the industrial character of this stretch of 
coast and the lack of opportunity is a likely to limit proposals for housing 
development. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Low sensitivity 
The key sensitivities relate to the design of structures – including their security 
walls and fences - rather than the opportunities to build in principal. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
It is unlikely that changes to land management behind the port will affect the 
setting of this stretch of coast. 

 
8.8.3 Port of Ayr: Opportunities and guidance 

• Development should focus on bringing disused buildings and vacant yards into 
productive use, or clearing derelict sites to introduce greenspace. 

• There is potential to improve the northern esplanade, by bringing it up to a standard 
that matches Prestwick and Ayr’s esplanades – that is, reducing the carriageway 
width to discourage speeding; formalising parking; and providing opportunities to sit 
and enjoy the sea views. 

• There may be opportunities to improve the ambience of the Ayrshire Coastal Path as 
it skirts the industrial zone, with grass verge maintenance, upgrading derelict areas, 
refurbishment of hard landscape infrastructure and community art work. 

• Public access to the Port of Ayr itself is not possible, but the accessible South Pier 
(which allows viewing of its activities) is unattractive and could be upgraded.  

• Coherence of design of security fencing will help to avoid unnecessary clutter. A 
review to identify that which is still needed could also be carried out. 

• There is potential to recognise the value of the grass field as a recreational 
opportunity and foil to the industrial back drop by bringing into a low-key 
maintenance regime.   

• Large cast iron bollards are a characteristic feature on both sides of the river, but 
they are rusting where they are not in use. They could be refurbished to provide an 
attractive feature.  
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8.8.4 Port of Ayr: Photographs 
 

 
This coastline is robustly protected and industrial in 
character 
 

 
The South Pier is accessible to the public, and spectators 
gather to watch incoming ships 
 

 
The south harbour wall is semi-derelict in marked contrast 
to the north side of the harbour  

 
 

 
The north side of the harbour 
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8.9 Doonfoot to Heads of Ayr 
This short stretch of coast is dominated at the west end by Bower Hill at the Heads of Ayr, 
and at the east end by Greenan Castle at the edge of the cliff at the end of a wooded ridge.  
It has an air of inaccessibility and associated risk - the beach is cut off at high tide, there is a 
need to scramble over rocks, and direct access to much of the shore is only available to 
users of the Ayrshire Coastal Path and the Craig Tara caravan site.  
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8.9.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 

 Doonfoot to Heads of Ayr 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The setting is of a wide expanse of seascape, as this area is at the transition from 
the Lower Firth to the vast expanse of the Outer Firth. But this stretch of coast is 
tucked in behind the Heads of Ayr, and feels sheltered from the prevailing winds 
and screened from the busy harbours of the Ayrshire coast by a series of 
headlands to the east. The immediate coast therefore feels relatively contained. 
The shore seems dominated by natural forces, with geology, waves and tides 
sculpting the rocks and controlling access to the beaches.  This reinforces a sense 
of dynamism that is further enhanced by the strongly curved veins of rocks in the 
sand, with waves dashing against the rocks and reinforcing a sense of the power 
of the sea. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Ships, including container ships and ferries, tend to be well offshore and there is 
no safe harbour or facilities for berthing or anchoring boats on this stretch of coast.   

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline is irregular.  A series of small beaches is interspersed with veins of 
rock or rocky ridges with rock pools, or scattered with rocks and cobbles, 
separated by headlands and backed by a series of sloping terraces with a relict 
cliff line that is obscured by woods and scrub – or the holiday park - and merges 
into the headlands.  The coast is overlooked by the 20m rock cliff of a volcanic 
plug7 to the east, the site of Greenan Castle, split by the Deil’s Dyke and other 
lesser ridges, and dominated by the cliff of Bower Hill to the west.   
The high security fence at the Holiday Park is incongruous, appearing to be 
keeping residents in and emphasising the urban character of the static caravans. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The key topographical features are the hills associated with Greenan Castle and 
the Deil’s Dyke, which separate then merge with the sloping terraces that rise up 
to the long ridge formed by Brown Carrick Hill and Newark Hill. Land use of the 
higher hinterland is chiefly grazing and arable.  This has been abandoned in 
pockets where farm steadings have been “gentrified” on lower ground nearer the 
shore. Trees, scrub and gorse mark the less accessible ground. The Heads of Ayr 
Farm Park is highly visible from the road but hidden from the coast, its small fields 
and urban trees at odds with the surrounding field, hedge and woodland patterns. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The Craig Tara (formerly Butlins) Holiday Park has several hundred static 
caravans, and locally dominates the sloping terraces and tiers east of the Heads of 
Ayr; it is largely screened by trees and the slope from the main A719. 
The A719 runs well back from the coast on higher ground. Access to the coast is 
limited by the electric fences at the Farm park and the security at the Holiday Park. 
In addition, as much of the shoreline is difficult to access at high tide due to the 
rocky outcrops and spurs, public access is only possibly by walking on the Coastal 
Path or the beach at low tide, usually from Doonfoot. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

Greenan Castle (1603 tower house built within an earlier motte-and-bailey 
earthwork) is a dramatic and prominent feature, as it is perched right on the coast, 
elevated on a rocky outcrop.  It forms the logo for the Ayrshire Coastal Path.  
Access is possible but not encouraged, as falling to the rocks below can be fatal. 
From the sea, and more widely inland, Brown Carrick Hill is a landmark hill. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This stretch of coast is secluded in parts: it is relatively inaccessible, especially at 
high tide, and can only be explored on foot.  There are areas where the shoreline 
and the sea are the only relevant features, as the managed hinterland is screened 
by the ungrazed raised beaches, cliffs and wooded higher slopes. At the holiday 
park, the human activity and major recreational development limits this sense of 
seclusion, but there is no traffic noise.   

                                                
7 A.S. Mather Beaches of Southwest Scotland Volume 1 [sand beaches – Clyde Area] Countryside Commission 
for Scotland 1979 
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Aesthetic qualities 
 

The drama of this coastline is in part created by Greenan castle, the cliffs and 
headlands.  The varied texture of the vegetation, the colour of gorse, and the 
sense of dynamism on the immediate coast, all set against the expanse of the sea 
adds to the attraction of this coastline.  Arran sunsets are a selling point for the 
Holiday Park.  The contrast between the rocky headlands and the sandy beach is 
an attractive feature of this coast.  The multitude of curved rocks and sand in the 
wide sandy “Butlins beach” is unusual. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

From the sea, especially when travelling on the shipping lanes which are distant 
from the coast, the Carrick Hills dominate the skyline, along with the nearby Heads 
of Ayr. Greenan castle is a visual focus. Headlands and raised beaches prevent 
views of the hinterland from the shore, so that vies are directed away from the 
hinterland, often towards Arran, framed by the enclosing headlands.  
Whilst there are views from Greenan castle, its precipitous location is dangerous 
and does not lend it to being promoted as a viewpoint.   

 
8.9.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Doonfoot to Heads of Ayr 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Very high sensitivity 
The irregular and relatively secluded coastline is sensitive, but the key constraint 
is the visual focus and seaward setting of Greenan castle.  While low structures 
well off shore are likely to have a more limited impact, taller structures and 
structures close to shore, where they can be readily overlooked from the 
elevated viewpoints including the Heads of Ayr and elevated stretches of the 
coastal path.  A further sensitivity is the setting of Arran. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
Scope for buildings is limited by the need to maintain an attractive setting to key 
features, such as Greenan Castle, which is the key visual focus of this stretch of 
coast.  Buildings set back from the coast are likely to be less visually sensitive. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
The key visual focus of this stretch of coast is Greenan castle, and any other 
development which detracts from this focus and the wider setting of the castle is 
going to be highly sensitive.  The experience of the coast would be 
compromised and diminished by additional structures, including masts and 
turbines which detract from the drama of the coastline.  The existing focus for 
development at the Holiday Park is less sensitive to change.  

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The change of balance of land management, if grazing land became 
unmanaged, or semi-natural grassland became more managed, would change 
the character of the coast.  The woodland is an important component of this 
coastline, both in terms of local backdrop and setting, and in terms of the 
contrast it creates with more open stretches of the coast. 
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8.9.3 Doonfoot to Heads of Ayr: Opportunities and guidance 
• Greenan Castle is backclothed by the hills in views from the sea, but is a 

dominant feature in views looking up and down the coast. Its setting, as well 
as views from the sea and wider area, are sensitive to development 

• Woodland highlights steeper topography along this coast. The woodlands are 
a key feature of this landscape, both in local terms and within the wider 
context of the firth.  Continued care and management will be required to 
maintain this feature.  

• The static caravan site has had a negative impact on the secluded experience 
and visual drama of the coast.  It is important to contain this impact by using 
existing topography and maintaining existing woodland screening, and 
ensuring that any future extensions adopt and reinforce screening woodland 
and improve the quality of the fencing.  

• From the sea, the Brown Carrick Hills are a key feature of the skyline, footed 
by the cliffs of the Heads of Ayr which are important in profile from a distance.   

• Resist tall development that will be seen above otherwise screening hills and 
ridges in views along the coast, or on key skylines as viewed from the sea. 

• Consideration should be given to changing the disproportionate security 
fencing at the holiday park to a style and scale that is more in keeping with a 
secluded coast.  

• There may be opportunities to improve access to the Ayrshire Coastal Path 
from the road with a new link at the Heads of Ayr Farm Park that bypasses 
the secure containment of the Craig Tara Holiday Park. 

• Any new coastal development should maximise existing screening potential of 
the woodland and aim to include woodland in plans. 
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8.9.4 Doonfoot to Heads of Ayr: Photographs 
 

 
Greenan Castle dominates the north end of this secluded 
stretch of coast 
 

 
Woodland highlights steeper topography 
 

 
The wooded Bower Hill is a landmark feature at the 
Heads of Ayr 

 
 

 
There are several hundred caravans at Craig Tara – 
behind the security fencing on the right of this photograph 
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8.10  Bennan Head to Largybeg Point 
This long stretch of raised beach coast faces directly onto a reach of expansive sea 
stretching south down the Irish Sea. The exposed rocky shoreline backs onto fields set 
along a narrow coastal plain or above the raised beach on gently graded platforms. The 
sense of space and light, the consistent focal point of Ailsa Craig and the panoramic views 
both to and from the coast and the wider seascape are key characteristics of this area. 
 
This stretch of coast includes the village of Kildonan, a small, slightly straggly linear village 
which extends westwards from the ruins of Kildonan castle. The remains of Saint Donan are 
said to be buried nearby. There are a mixture of different styles of houses, mostly 19th and 
20th century, including a small recent development. There is no harbour or jetty, but the 
village overlooks a fine stretch of sandy beach which provides the foreground to panoramic 
views of Pladda, Ailsa Craig and the whole of the firth from Kintyre to the south Ayrshire 
coast. 
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8.10.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Bennan Head to Largybeg Point  

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The expansive seascape setting is open, experienced as an exposed stretch of 
coast and sea but also as an ever-changing sequence of shifting patterns of light. 
The immense reach of the sea strongly influences this coastal character area, with 
a strong sense of exposure and powerful presence of natural processes 
dominating the coast. The sense of sweeping space and dynamism, for example 
through seeing in coming changes in weather, all reinforce the maritime influence.  

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Large ships, including container ships, tend to travel well offshore. The exposed 
shore offers no protected anchorages, but there are temporary anchorages off 
Pladda Island. The coastline of Arran is popular for sea kayaking, including to the 
island of Pladda.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline is very irregular and rugged, with a rocky shoreline which is 
fragmented with low basalt ‘dykes’ which extend like fingers out to sea. At Dippin 
Head and Bennan Head (the location of the largest cave on Arran, Black Cave), 
high dark basalt cliffs rise directly from the sea. Elsewhere, the lower raised beach 
forms a prominent and consistent feature set back from the shore but highly visible 
as a distinct platform from land and sea. There are stretches of sand and shingle 
beach, for example at Kildonan, and boulder fields at Bennan Head. Pladda, a 
privately owned island, is located off the coast at Kildonan. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Fields are located on the coastal plain which is backed by the distinct steep edge 
of the raised beach, which themselves are topped by farmed fields across an 
extensive area of undulating fertile deposits. The steep slopes of the raised beach, 
which are often inaccessible, are covered in semi-natural scrub. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Kildonan is the only substantial coastal settlement, the only other shore-based 
building being Dippin Lodge. Although farm tracks extend down to the coast, the 
only public vehiciular acess is at Kildonan. The Arran Coastal Path extends along 
the coast, notably to the Black Cave. A striking feature is the large number of forts, 
cairns and other historic features which generally take advantage of the elevated 
raised beach. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The cliffs of Bennan Head and Dippen Head are striking, while Pladda Island is a 
key off shore feature. There is a small turreted castle at Kildonan and some of the 
archaeological sites are located on striking mounds which reinforce their landmark 
status. Some, like the standing stones at Largybeg, appear aligned to take into 
account distant landmarks, such as Ailsa Craig and the Holy Island. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This stretch of coast is often very secluded. There are long stretches of coast 
areas where the sea, the immediate shoreline and coastal plain are the only 
relevant features, as the hinterland is screened by the raised beaches. 
For the most part, the key indicator of human influence are the fields and farm 
tracks which limit the sense of isolation. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The drama of this coastline is in part created by the expanse of the sea, and the 
way it can be experienced from the top of the raised beach or the lower level 
shoreline as well as off shore. This coast has a strong landscape integrity created 
by the presence of repeated characteristics, such as the expansive sea, the raised 
beach and the archaeological features set in rolling farmland. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

From the sea, this curve of southern Arran forms the foreground to views into the 
interior, including views of the northern hills from a distance. Closer to shore, and 
from the Arran Coastal Walk, views inland are curtailed by the dramatic raised 
beach. Numerous archaeological sites along this top are key viewpoints, with both 
the Island of Pladda and Ailsa Craig as visual foci. The lights of the Ayrshire coast 
can be seen at night. 
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8.10.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Bennan Head to Largybeg Point 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
The irregularity and secluded character of this stretch of coastline are key 
constraints, although the scale and openness of the expansive sea setting is 
likely to absorb smaller lowlying offshore development, especially where it is set 
further out to sea. Taller structures will be visually intrusive. From land, 
viewpoints are frequently elevated, looking down on the sea out to focal points, 
including Ailsa Craig and, closer to shore, Pladda. The constant shifts of light on 
water and sense of openness and expanse are particularly dramatic in 
panoramic views which extend from Argyll to Ayrshire. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
Scope for buildings close to the shore is limited by the sense of seclusion and 
the dominance of natural processes, both of which are key characteristics of this 
coast. Further constraints include the fine views to key visual foci, the edge of 
the raised beach and sensitivity to the setting of archaeological features. 
The exception is at Kildonan, which forms a linear settlement which could be the 
focus for further development, although the integrity of the building style is 
fragmented and therefore any further development should aim to unify the 
settlement. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Very high sensitivity 
The seclusion of this coast and the wider seascape as well as the visual drama 
of the raised beach, the setting of the archaeological sites and the panoramic 
views all combine to limit potential for additional structures along this coast. The 
experience of this semi-natural coast, for example as experienced from the 
Arran Coastal Path, would be compromised and diminished by additional 
structures, including masts and turbines, roads and associated traffic and other 
infrastructure which would create clutter. The shoreline and the raised beach, 
including the its skyline and headlands, are especially sensitive to structures as 
viewed from land and sea. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The expansion of semi natural woodland, or even mixed policy woodland would 
not detract from the aesthetic qualities or semi-natural character of this stretch of 
coast, as long as views and setting of archaeological sites were respected. 

 
8.10.3 Bennan Head to Largybeg Point: Opportunities and guidance 

• A key sensitivity is the relationship between the geology, the location 
overlooking an expanse of sea and the rich cultural heritage. Development 
should aim to avoid fragmenting the relationship between these elements 

• Careful attention to building orientation and design is required to maintain the 
integrity of Kildonan  

• The skyline of the raised beach is sensitive to masts and other built features 
when viewed from land and sea 

• The setting of archaeological sites, which are numerous and often locally 
dramatic, is a key constraint to on shore development 

• Views to Pladda and Ailsa Craig are important from both land and sea 
• While there are many opportunities to access this coast and the 

archaeological sites with paths indicated off the public road, parking is 
extremely difficult 
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8.10.4 Bennan Head to Largybeg Point: Photographs 
 

 
Pladda Island and the hinterland of farmed fields on south 
facing slopes behind Kildonan 
 

 
The steep headland of Bennan Head 
 

 
The sandy beach and ‘dykes’ of basalt in the foreground 
of the view to Ailsa Craig from Kildonan 

 
 

 
Kildonan situated along the coast, with the raised beach 
forming an abrupt slope along this coast 
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8.11  Largybeg Point to Clauchlands Point 
This deeply indented, spacious bays, wooded foreshore and backdrop contribute to the 
setting of the Holy Island.  This unifies this relatively sheltered and developed stretch of 
coast which includes the linear settlements of Whiting Bay and Lamlash as well as a cluster 
of smaller settlements, many of which merge together. The steep sides and irregular profile 
of Holy Island is also a significant feature in the wider seascape as viewed from across this 
Lower Firth of Clyde. 
 
Holy Island is included in this coastal character area, but it was not possible to visit the 
island on any site visits, therefore no assessment or guidance has been identified. 
 
Whiting Bay and Lamlash are assessed separately. 
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8.11.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Largybeg Point to Clauchlands Point 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This area embraces a transition between the modest reach of sea between east 
side of Arran and Ayrshire and the enclosed Lamlash bay. Holy Island frames the 
entrance to Lamlash Bay. The transition between the open firth and the enclosed 
Lamlash Bay reinforces the sense of arrival. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

This area is very popular for sailing boats and is also used by sea kayaks. While 
Whiting Bay offers temporary anchorages, including moorings, Lamlash Harbour is 
the main recreational anchorage on Arran. In addition, there is a ferry between 
Lamlash and Holy Island in the summer. This stretch of coast is therefore relatively 
busy. There is a fin fish farm and a group of mussel lines in Lamlash Bay. Both are 
largely hidden from the A841 by trees, and set back against a wooded backdrop 
close to shore. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The deep indent of Lamlash Bay is pronounced and contained by Holy Island as 
well as two long promontories, and while Whiting Bay is less curved, it still feels 
contained, partly because of the enclosure created by Kingscross Point. The 
whole coast alternates rocky foreshore with shingle and sandy beach. While long 
stretches of the coast are developed, a key feature is woodland, which extends to 
the shoreline on less accessible steeper slopes. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

For the most part, the land slopes gently to form a narrow sloping terrace 
stretching back from the shore, although there are steeper wooded bluffs between 
key settlements. Woodland is a key characteristic of the area, in contrast to the 
open, southern coast of Arran. There are numerous trees within the settlements as 
well as wooded foreshore and forested hills in the hinterland. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The coast is extensively settled, with settlement generally associated with the 
more accessible and cultivatable hinterland and the sheltered bays. There are also 
several jetties and piers around this coast and a larger harbour at Lamlash. 
Kingscross Point is the location of an impressive remnant ironage fort, and two 
standing stones on Largybeg Point line up between Holy Island and Ailsa Craig. 
Roads extend along several stretches of coast and elsewhere there are coastal 
footpaths, which also link to the archaeological sites. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

KIngscross and Clauchlands Point, as well as Largybeg Point, are all significant 
headlands, although the Holy Island is the key landmark feature. 
The churches are key features, their spires being visible from the sea. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

Short sections of this coast are secluded due to their semi-natural character, 
especially near Largybeg, Kingscross and Clauchlands Points, but overall this 
coast is not secluded, and with both off shore and onshore development, it is not 
isolated coast. The Holy Isle has increased qualities of seclusion. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The consistency of the wooded setting is a key feature. There is a striking contrast 
between the bays and settled character of the Arran and the more rugged and 
dramatic form of the Holy Island. 
The contrast between enclosure of Lamlash bay and the open firth is marked. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views from this whole stretch of coast are orientated towards Holy Island. Even at 
Largybeg Point it has a strong visual pull. Key viewpoints include the settled 
areas, but also the elevated roads and in particular the Points, which offer 
panoramic views across the area. The approach to Lamlash Bay, both from the 
north and south, with Holy Island looming large against Arran, is a key view. 
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8.11.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Largybeg Point to Clauchlands Point 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Some sensitivity 
The developed character, busy marine traffic and stretches of straight coast as 
well as the wooded backdrop, all combine to create opportunities for low 
structures to be accommodated in this landscape, but the area is subject to 
considerable overlook both from on shore and from the sea, as a popular 
recreational sailing base. In addition, the small scale of the bay, the focal point of 
Holy Island and the sensitivity of the Points, especially where they are the 
setting for archaeology, increase sensitivity of the seascape. The most 
appropriate sites are already occupied by fish farms. 

 
Settlement 

Low sensitivity 
This area is already well settled, and is an appropriate focus for further 
development, although the setting of the Points and the dominance of the church 
spires should be respected in any future development. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
This is an area which has a busy shoreline and coastal frontage, where small 
jetties and additional pontoons and other low key structures could easily be 
accommodated as part of on going development. The size of the structures are 
all low and modest, however, and a number of smaller structures would be more 
appropriate in terms of development than one larger building or structure. The 
raised beaches are sensitive to tall structures which may diminish their vertical 
scale. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
Changes in land use, including increasing woodland, would not significantly 
affect the coastal character 

 
8.11.3 Largybeg Point to Clauchlands Point: Opportunities and guidance 

• Woodland acts as a unifying feature along this coast. Any new coastal 
development should aim to include woodland in plans 

• The setting and visual focus of Holy Island is a key constraint to offshore 
development 
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8.11.4  Largybeg Point to Clauchlands Point: Photographs 
 

 
Two standing stones on a motte-type structure at 
Largybeg point line up between Ailsa Craig and Holy 
Island 
 

 
View looking across Lamlash Bay from Kingscross dun – 
the fin fish farm is just visible in the distance 
 

 
The beach between Lamlash and Clauchlands Point 

 
 

 
Holy Island is visible all along this coast 
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8.12 Whiting Bay 
A broadly linear settlement which is largely tucked against a gently curved stretch of coast 
between Largymore Point and the peninsula of Kingscross Point. The older settlement is set 
on the raised beach, above the villas, cottages and the caravan park which sit on the land 
ward side of the road. There is an old pier, but this settlement seems to be more an 
agricultural settlement than a fishing port. 
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8.12.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Whiting Bay 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Whiting Bay overlooks an expansive and exposed stretch of sea including the 
widest stretch of water between Prestwick and Arran, but there are also clear 
views to Holy Island, which because of its striking shape, draws the eye.  
Even large boats can appear small in this expanse. Offshore, dominated by 
natural forces, the slightest wind can raise waves. The dynamism of this seascape 
is reflected by constant changing qualities of light and the sometimes striking 
clarity of the distant Ayrshire coast. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

This is apparently an exposed stretch of sea, but moorings for visitor boats are 
provided for when there are ‘gentle westerlies’.8  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

There is a moderate tidal reach, which exposes stoney shingle and some 
stretches of sand at low tide. The A 841 sits on top of a hard coastal edge largely 
made up of concrete wall, sometimes topped with well maintained railings which 
supports the road. In the centre of the village, there is a cluster of small buildings, 
including the shop, which are a focus on the coast. They are adjacent to the jetty. 
At this point a swathe of grassland, occupied by a bowling green, separates the 
road from the immediate shore. There is an impression of a well cared for coast, 
with good access to a long curve of attractive, partially sandy beach. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The hinterland is simple – the immediate setting to the village is of mature 
broadleaved woodland, set against relatively gentle slopes of farmed land which 
extends up to forest on steeper slopes. The older village, Kiscadale, is at the top 
of the raised beach. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Whiting Bay is a relatively compact linear settlement which merges with 
Sandbraes to the north, where the church is a focal point. The settlement is largely 
villas, interspersed with smaller houses and more recent development, including a 
modernist school. Other development includes a caravan and camping park. The 
single jetty is on the site of the old pier.   

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

There are no particular landmark features associated with Whiting Bay. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast above the beach is urbanised in character, with no experience of 
isolated or even secluded coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The accessible, sandy beach is attractive, and the integrity of the coastal wall and 
well maintained railings contrasts with the more naturalistic shoreline 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

Views include distant views to Ayr and the north Ayrshire coast, and at night, the 
lights of these distant settlements are prominent. Views to Holy Island, while they 
are oblique, are important and significant, because its form draws attention. There 
are views from the whole length of the beach and the A841, along which there are 
several stopping places.  
The lights of the Ayrshire coast can be seen clearly at night. 

 

                                                
8 Clyde Cruising Club, CCC Sailing Directions and Anchorages ‘Firth of Clyde including Solway Firth and North 
Channel’, ed. Edward Mason, 2011, Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson Ltd. 
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8.12.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Whiting Bay 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
Views to Holy Island are a sensitivity, and while the modest scale and relative 
openness of the sea setting is likely to absorb lowlying offshore structures, 
especially where they are set further out to sea, taller structures may impinge on 
these views. Structures closer to shore will be very overlooked. 

 
Settlement 
 

Low sensitivity 
The key sensitivities relate to building design rather than the opportunities to 
build in principal.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Low sensitivity 
The key sensitivities relate to the design of structures rather than the 
opportunities to build in principal, although tall structures would be out of scale 
with the small size of many of the buildings  

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The land management of the hinterland has very little impact on the experience 
of the coast, but the wooded setting of the settlement is a key characteristic. 

 
8.12.3 Whiting Bay: Opportunities and guidance 

• Continued restoration and upgrading of facilities should be encouraged, but 
care should be taken to avoid adding clutter 

• The small size of the buildings between the road and the coast at the pier 
should be respected in any future re-development 

• It is important to maintain and enhance where necessary the quality of the 
built structures and infrastructure 

• Coherence of design will help avoid unnecessary clutter along this town 
frontage  

• If the opportunity arises, the wooden railings and rip rap at the recently built 
water quality treatment works should be replaced with good quality metal 
railings and a concrete wall, to fit in with the rest of the frontage.  

• The setting and visual focus of Holy Island is a key constraint to offshore 
development 
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8.12.4 Whiting Bay: Photographs 
 

 
The view to Holy Island over the wide beach at Whiting 
Bay 
 

 
The seawall, topped with simple railings 
 

 
The old slipway 

 
 

 
The water treatment works. The boulders and wooden 
railings are far less attractive than the stonework and 
metal railings characteristic of the village 
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8.13  Lamlash 
Considered by some to be the ‘true capital’ of Arran, this settlement, which in part merges 
with a number of other settlements, is built around the harbour in the sheltered Lamlash Bay. 
Of all the settlements on Arran, Lamlash has the strongest sense of an active relationship 
with the sea. There are always yachts moored in the bay, and the busy harbour is dense 
with masts. 
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8.13.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Lamlash 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

Lamlash overlooks the small reach of Lamlash Bay, the scale further reduced by 
the enclosure created by the looming presence and rugged profile of Holy Island. 
As a result the bay is sheltered. Lamlash is approached in the lee of the Holy 
Island, which frames a dramatic gateway or threshold into the bay. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Lamlash harbour is the ‘main anchorage on Arran offering protection from most 
wind directions’.9 The ferry for Holy Island is also based at this harbour.  There are 
anchorages in the bay and near Holy Island. As a result, the settlement can be 
busy with maritime activity. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

There is an extensive tidal reach, revealing a broad curve of sand and shingle 
beach at low tide. This forms the front to the main settlement, although the shore 
becomes more rocky to the north, in front of Clauchlands. 
The A841 sits against the edge of the coast at the village centre, but the pier and 
associated buildings lie on the seaward side of this road. Unlike within other major 
settlements, the main road has little impact on the wider coastal setting, as much 
of the length of the coast is accessed by minor roads. The coast is backed against  
a relatively informal setting, with stretches of grass, low dunes and semi natural 
grassland and scrub along much of the shoreline, creating a very low-key and less 
urbanised context than Brodick or Whiting Bay. 
The pier and busy harbour is the focus of a short stretch of built up coast – until 
the 19th century this was the main harbour for the island. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The settlement is gradually extending up the slopes onto some of the farmed 
fields, but the wooded setting dominates. Broadleaves and specimen policy trees 
are located through the village. The village backs onto farmland and then 
extensively forested hills. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

The settlement centre is compact, tightly focussed at the cusp of the bay with the 
square church bell tower a prominent feature. The focal point on the shoreline is 
the harbour with its period harbour office. There are attractive rows of cottages in 
the village (Hamilton Terrace, in the town centre is a particular feature), but the 
coast itself is characterised by the lack of urban detail – there is not even a coastal 
wall and railings.  

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

St Georges Church and the Parish Church are land mark features – their spires 
are also visible from the sea. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This setting of this stretch of coast is well settled, with a busy harbour and 
seascape further limiting the potential for isolated coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

The accessible, sandy beach is attractive, as is the generally informal, semi-
natural character of the coast and its boundary with the village. This less 
urbanised context is unusual in Arran 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

Views focus almost entirely to Holy Island, which dominates the small scale of this 
bay. Key viewpoints include the harbour and the beach, but an important viewpoint 
for Lamlash is from the sea, on the approach into the Bay around the side of Holy 
Island 

 

                                                
9 Clyde Cruising Club, CCC Sailing Directions and Anchorages ‘Firth of Clyde including Solway Firth and North 
Channel’, ed. Edward Mason, 2011, Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson Ltd. 
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8.13.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Lamlash 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
Views to Holy Island from the land, and to Lamlash from the sea are a key 
sensitivity. The strongly indented bay, the long accessible sandy beach and the 
high degree of overlook, as well as the relatively contained small scale seascape 
setting all limit development offshore. 

 
Settlement 
 

Low sensitivity 
The key sensitivities relate to building design rather than the opportunities to 
build in principal.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
A key feature of Lamlash is its semi-natural coast, and it would be difficult to 
accommodate new coastal development which did not detracted from or 
fragment this setting. In addition the small scale of the bay could be quickly filled 
up with coastal infrastructure including marinas and extensive pontoons 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The land management of the hinterland has very little impact on the experience 
of the coast, but the wooded setting of the settlement is a key characteristic. 

 
8.13.3 Lamlash: Opportunities and guidance 

• Care should be taken not to over urbanise this stretch of coast, which in its 
current, semi-natural state provides an unusual setting for Lamlash, different 
to other, harder coastlines which typify other settlements on Arran. 

• The scale and design of coastal buildings should respect the proportions and 
quality of existing traditional buildings, again because they contribute to the 
sense of identity of Lamlash. 

• Coherence of design will help avoid unnecessary clutter around the harbour 
area. 

• The setting and visual focus of Holy Island is a key constraint to offshore 
development. 
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8.13.4 Lamlash: Photographs 
 

 
The village cures around the bay, where there is a modest 
tidal reach revealing sandy, shingle and stoney shores 
 

 
The village with its backdrop of wooded hill slopes  
 

 
One of the churches –the spires are landmark features – 
and the semi natural setting of the beach 

 
 

 
The harbour with its yachts 
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8.14  Clauchlands Point to Brodick 
This surprisingly secluded stretch of coast is dominated by a dramatic high raised beach 
which towers above the narrow rocky shoreline. Exposed and semi-natural, it contrasts 
sharply with the sheltered bay of Lamlash and the bustle of the ferry port at Brodick.  
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8.14.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Clauchlands Point to Brodick 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The modest extent of this seascape setting is open but it is contained by distant 
landmass on all sides. The high raised beach rises directly out of the sea, creating 
a sense of drama when viewed from the sea, especially at close quarters. The 
dynamism of this seascape is reflected by constant changing qualities of light and 
the sometimes striking clarity of the Ayrshire coast, some 15km distant. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

This is a busy location, largely because it is close to the ferry port at Brodick, but 
there are also other ships which use this seaway, as well as recreational yachts, 
which round Clauchlands Point into Lamlash Bay. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline is generally regular, and faces ‘outwards’ towards the sea, 
increasing the sense of exposure and the influence of the presence of the sea. 
The coastline is orientated north east and is exposed, and the narrow rocky 
foreshore is fragmented by broken rocks. It feels ‘cut off’ from the hinterland 
because of the high raised beach which limits visibility landward. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The steep slopes are clothed with semi-natural vegetation and bracken. There is 
more woodland to the north around Dunan and North Corriegills. The woodland is 
mixed native broadleaves. There are a series of elevated small holdings along a 
narrow road at South Corriegills which sit above small strip fields on long northeast 
facing slopes. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Settlement is sparse, with the tiny settlement of Dunan and North Corriegills 
located around the mouth of a river where a small bay has been formed. This 
sheltered little valley and alluvial fan is the focus of a number of houses, accessed 
by a private road.  
At Clauchlands Point there are two World War II look out shelters. The Arran 
Coastal Way extends along the coast from Clauchlands Point to Corriegills. 
A clear day allows large buildings and the wind turbines on the opposite coast at 
Ardrossan to be picked out, and at night, the lights along this shore are obvious. 
The Arran Coastal Way hugs the coast from Clauchlands Point, but is diverted 
inland from North Corriegills to Brodick because of the industrial site at Brodick. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

There are no features which are particularly prominent from the sea, although the 
WWII pill boxes are of more local interest. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This stretch of coast is secluded, and can feel quite remote, because there is little 
relationship with the hinterland. However, there is frequent shipping traffic, 
including the ferry within this seascape, and there is sparse settlement, both of 
which combine to limit the sense of isolated coast.  

 
Aesthetic qualities 

This is a relatively dramatic stretch of coast, as the raised beach is high, especially 
to the south of Dunan. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

From both land and sea, views up and down this coast extend to Holy Island in the 
south and Goatfell in the north, therefore views from this area are dramatic. From 
sea kayakers and boats closer to shore the height of the raised beach can be fully 
appreciated. Views from the ferry and further out at sea tend to focus more on the 
Clauchland Hills, and northern Arran. 
The coastal footpath is a key viewpoint on land. 
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8.14.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Clauchlands Point to Brodick 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Some sensitivity 
The regular coast and wooded backdrop as well as the relative lack of overlook 
provide some opportunities for low lying offshore structures. But the presence 
and elevation of the Arran Coastal Way as well as the relative seclusion are 
constraints. Taller structures are likely to be more sensitive in relation to views to 
Goatfell and Holy Island. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
There is one clear settlement cluster, and this should form the continued focus 
for development as it is well located and has a clear rationale in terms of shelter, 
the fertile alluvial fan and accessibility.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
The secluded character of this coastline is a key constraint. The raised beach is 
sensitive to tall structures which may diminish its vertical scale. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
The coast is largely wooded with other semi-natural vegetation. Further 
expansion of semi-natural woodland in this location would not detract from 
current characteristics. 

 
8.14.3 Clauchlands Point to Brodick: Opportunities and guidance 

• Development should be resisted except at the existing focus of settlement, to 
maintain the semi-natural and secluded qualities of this coast, which contrasts 
markedly with Lamlash and Brodick Bays 

• The setting and visual focus of Holy Island is a key constraint to offshore 
development 

• The Arran Coastal way is diverted inland north of North Corriegills, and is in 
places unclear – this is disappointing as it is the last stretch of the Way if you 
circumnavigate the island anticlockwise. 
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8.14.4 Clauchlands Point to Brodick: Photographs 
 

 
From this east coast of Arran, distant Ayrshire coast can 
be remarkably clear  
 

 
Looking south from Clauchlands point to Goatfell, along 
the steep raised beach 
 

 
A pill box at Clauchlands Point 

 
 

 
The dramatic headland above Clauchlands Point, with 
small fields of Corriegills in the foreground 
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8.15 Brodick 
Brodick was originally locate below where the castle now stands, and the Old Quay is a 
remnant of that period. Present day Brodick is largely a 19th century settlement which was 
established to cater to the Clyde steamers. It now forms a busy town, and for most visitors is 
their first experience of Arran. It sits in the deeply recessed Brodick Bay, the town itself 
largely orientated north to Goatfell rising above the castle. 
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8.15.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Brodick 

 
Maritime influences, 
experience from the sea 
 

Brodick overlooks the well indented Brodick Bay, which is a relatively small 
stretch of sea, although the influence of the wider Firth creates a more spacious 
seascape context.  
From the sea, the pier is an important sense of arrival, which is reinforced by the 
transition from the open Firth to the more enclosed bay and the sense that as you 
edge closer, the hills around the bay loom higher. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 
 

This is a relatively busy small port, largely because of the frequency of the ferries, 
but there is also other shipping, notably the ships transporting timber, and a tiny 
harbour for local use. There is good anchorage in this bay, and it includes 
temporary moorings. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The town has a fine, relatively new esplanade walk which links the ferry terminal 
to the centre of the town along the whole length of the front. This is a high quality 
feature, established as a wide pavement and metal railings above the sea wall.  It 
overlooks and allows access to a narrow, often sandy, shore line with some 
sloping grassy swards creating more sheltered seating spaces at the westerly 
end.  

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The settlement is located on the lower hill slopes, below fields and woodland 
which extend across higher hill slopes to provide containment to the town and the 
Bay. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

The main town of Brodick is a tightly focused settlement fronted by 19th century 
villas and hotels extending to the mouth of Glen Cloy. To the east lie the pier and 
associated large infrastructure – it has to be to cater for the ro-ro ferries. East 
from the pier is a linear industrial site, set back against a raised beach and well 
screened with planting from the land, but much more visible from the sea and 
from across the bay from where it can appear a clutter of buildings. There is merit 
in focussing these larger, industrial buildings in one place against the dark 
backdrop of the wooded raised beach, but the result is that the coast is f difficult 
to access, and the Arran Coastal Way is diverted inland at this point.  
There is a carpark from which the beach at Strabane and the coastal walks are 
easily accessed. 
The main road extends along the front, and is very busy, especially as it carries 
much of the ferry traffic. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

When a ferry is in port it becomes a focal point, but from the sea, the main 
landmark is really Goatfell and the Arran peaks to the north of the town. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This coast is urbanised in character. There is no experience of isolated coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

While not an aesthetic quality, there is a pronounced feeling of ‘seaside resort’ in 
this town which has a varied range of attractions. The promenade and the bustle 
associated with the ferry contribute to this. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views from the ferry on arrival and at leaving Arran are important, and they 
embrace an ever wider view when they are further out to sea. Views from and to 
Brodick Castle, backed by the mountain peaks across the Bay, are important from 
the promenade and the town generally. At night, the lights of Ayrshire can be 
seen along the coast. 
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8.15.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Brodick 

 
Off shore development  

Very high sensitivity 
Views across the bay from Brodick to the castle and Goatfell are sensitive. The 
seascape is also important more widely as the sense of arrival to Arran. There is 
a danger that off shore development would exacerbate the sense of clutter 
associated with on land industrial development east of the pier. The small scale 
of the Bay is a further constraint. 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
There is a relaxed ‘resort’ character to Brodick which is a key consideration in 
any future coastal development. Both the design and the build quality of 
structures needs to be high to meet visitor expectations. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
As with buildings, both the design and the build quality of infrastructure on the 
coast needs to be high. In addition, the simple design of key elements, such as 
the esplanade and the simple modern railings, strengthen visual coherence. Key 
sensitivities relate to maintaining coherence and design, rather than structures in 
principle. 

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
It is unlikely that changes to land management behind the settlement will affect 
the setting of this stretch of coast. 

 
8.15.3 Brodick: Opportunities and guidance 

• Continued restoration and upgrading of facilities should be encouraged, but 
care should be taken to avoid adding clutter 

• It is important to maintain and enhance where necessary the quality of the 
built structures and infrastructure – including paving, railings, street furniture – 
to consolidate the impression of a high quality resort. 

• Coherence of design will help avoid unnecessary clutter along this attractive 
town frontage. Avoid fragmenting the coastline with built development, as it 
acts as a simple foil to busier elements of the townscape. 

• If opportunities arise, aim to unify the design, colour and respective sizes of 
developments and infrastructure (such as fencing) within the industrial park. 
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8.15.4  Brodick: Photographs 
 

 
The new promenade is an attractive coastal feature 
 

 
Brodick directly overlooks the bay 
 

 
The industrial estate south of the ferry terminal limits 
coastal access 

 
 

 
Goatfell dominates the setting of Brodick, here seen from 
the path that heads north out of the village along the bay  
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8.16  Brodick Bay 
The deep indentation of Brodick Bay provides the foreground to a curved panorama of Arran 
on arrival to the island. This relatively small bay is set against the wider firth from where it 
‘borrows’ expanse. In addition to the settlement (assessed in Section 1.7), the bay is 
overlooked by Brodick Castle and the rising peaks of Goatfell. 
 
Set back from this coast, but elevated so as to overlook the bay is Brodick Castle. The castle 
as we see it today was built by the Hamilton family in 1844, although it is attached to a 16th 
century tower. It is now owned by the National Trust for Scotland. The extensive policies and 
woodland at the castle have a wider landscape impact, reinforcing the wooded character of 
this bay. In addition, the castle is a prominent focal point.  
 
This coastal character area lies within the North Arran NSA, and the contrast between the 
fertile, wooded policies close to the coast with the more sparse and rocky interior are a 
special quality of the NSA. They also contribute to the historic palimpsest of the NSA. 
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8.16.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Brodick Bay 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

The well indented Brodick Bay contains a relatively small stretch of sea, but the 
influence of the wider Firth creates a more spacious seascape context.  
From the sea, entering the bay is an important sense of arrival, reinforced by the 
transition from the open Firth to the more enclosed bay and the sense that as you 
edge closer, the hills around the bay loom higher. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Larger ships, including the ferry, only get as far as the piers to the east of the 
settlement, but the bay is dotted with moorings which provide good anchorage. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline is slightly irregular, but is characterised by the strong, sweeping 
curve of the bay. At the head of the bay, sandy spits extend from marshy land into 
the sea in front of popular sandy beaches at Strabane, while along the mouth of 
the bay, shingle beach is revealed by a narrow tidal reach. There is a small square 
sandstone harbour at Old Quay and some stretches of the road are raised on a 
sea wall at this point. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

The bay is at the conjunction of three rivers, all of which combine to create 
substantial alluvial deposits which provide fertile farmland. These lower lying 
undulating landforms sit below higher hills, and to the north, more rugged 
mountains above steep wooded slopes. It is the mountains rising above the 
woodland which makes the most visual impact from the sea. Away from the 
settlement, much of the shoreline is wooded and has a semi-natural context. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 

Other than the carpark at Strabane and the Old Quay, the shoreline is 
undeveloped. The A841 lies close to the coast for part of its length, but is set back 
and separated by woodland and a seawall. The road is, for a substantial stretch, 
edged by a formal wall, which in places includes railings, along the edge of 
Brodick castle grounds.  
The Arran Coastal Path cuts through the sandy head of the bay before joining the 
road north. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

The elevated Brodick Castle is very prominent, and the bay also provides the 
foreground to views of the mountains. 
 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

While this stretch of coast is semi-natural in character, particularly with the 
dynamism of the tide across the sandy beach, it is not isolated, as it is a busy and 
popular recreation location and in part overlooked by roads and the settlement of 
Brodick. The coast is relatively accessible, with several access points and 
carparks. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

This section of coast lies within the North Arran NSA, and the special qualities 
assessment draws attention to the diversity of the shoreline and raised beaches. 
The latter promote lush vegetation which contrasts with the sparse island interior. 
The long sandy beach at Strabane is an asset, especially so close to Brodick. 
The fine policy woodland and large mature trees associate with Brodick estate are 
a particular feature. The contrast between the bay and the open firth is marked. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

From the sea, especially when travelling at a distance from the coast, the hills are 
more significant than the immediate coastal features, although castle stands out 
within the woodland once you enter the bay. 
From the land, however, there are views across the bay to Brodick, and out to the 
distant Ayrshire coast  
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8.16.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Brodick Bay 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

Very high sensitivity 
Views across the bay from Brodick to the castle and Goatfell are sensitive. The 
seascape is also important more widely as the sense of arrival to Arran. There is 
a danger that off shore development would exacerbate the sense of clutter 
associated with on land industrial development east of Brodick pier. The small 
scale of the Bay is a further constraint. 

 
Settlement 
 

High sensitivity 
The semi-natural character of this stretch of coast and the lack of development 
between the road and the shoreline, are key characteristics which act as a foil to 
the built up and urban character of the settlement.  

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
The semi-natural character of this stretch of coast and the lack of development 
between the road and the shoreline, are key characteristics which act as a foil to 
the built up and urban character of the settlement. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The woodland, both in terms of the presence of a diverse policy mix on the lower 
slopes, and in terms of the management of the commercial forest, will have an 
impact on the setting of the bay as seen from the sea 

 
8.16.3 Brodick Bay: Opportunities and guidance 

• The built elements of the designed landscape at Brodick Castle, including the 
roadside walls and railings, create a ‘transitional’ area of character between 
the built up settlement and the more semi-natural and informal character of 
the coastline north to Corrie.  This sense of gradual transition is a key feature 
which should be respected in future design decisions, including any work 
undertaken to the road. 

• From the sea, the hills are a key feature, and the skyline is more prominent 
than the detail of the immediate coast from a distance, and therefore the 
pattern of forest felling and replanting across these hills will be prominent from 
the sea 
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8.16.4 Brodick Bay: Photographs 
 

 
The bay is dominated by Goatfell and the policy 
woodlands of Brodcik Castle are a feature along the coast 
 

 
Looking along the bay at the sandy foreshore 
 

 
The fine tall trees, and the wall along the roadside 
influence the character of this stretch of coast 

 
 

 
The Old Quay, beautifully engineered in red sandstone  
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8.17  Brodick Bay to Sannox 
This long stretch of east facing coast is unified by the semi-natural character of the coastline, 
with rocky shores and stretches of shingle and rounded boulders backed against extensive 
sedge beds and scrubby woodland. The A841 is close to the road,but the scrubby woodland 
allows only intermittent views to the more distant Ayrshire coast and Bute. 
 
This coastal character area lies within the North Arran NSA, and the contrast between the 
woodland along the coast with the more sparse and rocky interior are a special quality of the 
NSA. The diversity of the coastline geology is also cited as a special quality. 
 
This section of coast includes the village of Corrie, which is assessed separately in the next 
section. 
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8.17.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Brodick Bay to Sannox 

 
Maritime influences and 
experience from the sea 
 

This modest extent of sea between east Arran and Ayrshire dominates the sense 
of space in this area, but the containment to the north, provided by Bute and to 
some extent the more distant Ardlamont Point creates a varied degree of wider 
enclosure. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 

Ships, including MOD vessels, tend to travel well offshore, but there are 
anchorages at Corrie and Sannox Bay, as a well as two small harbours on this 
coast. There are also no fish farms or other major off shore activity. 

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

Long stretches of slightly indented, bouldery coast, with rounded stones often part 
submerged by water alternating with slabby rocky shoreline, including wave-
eroded red sandstone.  The shoreline is backed by sedge beds and shrubby 
broadleaved trees and scrub. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

On the landward side of the road, the slopes rise steeply to form the edge of a 
raised beach then rise to form the lower hillsides of the main mountain range.  
These slopes are clothed in forest, generally commercial conifer woodland with a 
fringe of semi-natural broadleaves. There are fields on the alluvial fan and mouth 
of Glen Sannox. 

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

Apart from the village of Corrie, there is no settlement except at Carlo and Sannox, 
the latter a linear settlement overlooking Sannox Bay, with the outlying Sannox 
Bay Hotel sitting on the alluvial fan at the mouth of Sannox Glen. 
The Arran Coastal Path goes through the hills or follows an elevated cycle route in 
forest south of Corrie, but then follows the road verge until Sannox. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 
 

There are no particular landmarks along this coast. 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

This stretch of coast is surprisingly secluded, although the close proximity of the 
A841 reduces any sense of isolation 
 

 
Aesthetic qualities 
 

This section of coast lies within the North Arran NSA, and the special qualities 
assessment draws attention to the diversity of the shoreline and raised beaches. 
The latter promote lush vegetation which contrasts with the sparse island interior. 
The wave formed rock formations are striking. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
Viewpoints 
 

There are excellent views of Goatfell and other Arran peaks from the sea and 
anchorages off this coast. 
Closer to shore, the rock formations are a striking feature. 
Views from Corrie and Sannox look east to the Ayrshire coast and the south end 
of the Isle of Bute 
From the road, views are intermittent as there is woodland along the shoreline, but 
there is a well marked car park and viewpoint at Rubha Salach, which takes in the 
panorama and the whole length of the coast. 
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8.17.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Brodick Bay to Sannox 

 
Off shore development 
including fish farms 
 
 

High sensitivity 
This coastline is relatively regular and is only intermittently visible from the road. 
However, the views form the sea towards the mountains and Glen Sannox are 
very striking, and this is a sensitive coastline in terms of these off shore views as 
well as views from settlement and Rubha Salach.  

 
Settlement 

Some sensitivity 
Settlement between the road and the sea should be avoided, as there is a clear 
pattern of settlement on the landward side of the road, associated with the 
raised beach. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

High sensitivity 
For the most part, the seclusion and semi-natural character of this stretch of 
shoreline would be compromised and diminished by additional structures, 
including masts and turbines, roads and associated traffic and other 
infrastructure which added clutter and detracted from this semi-natural 
character. 

 
Land management 

Some sensitivity 
The expansion of semi natural woodland would not detract from the aesthetic 
qualities or semi-natural character of this stretch of coast, as long as views from 
Rubha Salach were respected. 

 
8.17.3 Brodick Bay to Sannox: Opportunities and guidance 

• This is a very simple stretch of coast where, outwith the settlements there are 
few elements other than the shore, the sedge, the woodland and the low key 
road (there are no walls or fences). This simplicity should be respected in 
future development decisions, which should avoid introducing unnecessary 
clutter and aim to maintain the integrity of this simple landscape. 

• View to the mountains from the sea, which are particularly spectacular, should 
be considered in terms of any future development proposals, and in terms of 
forest felling plans  
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8.17.4 Brodick Bay to Sannox: Photographs 
 

 
Looking south along this coast, Holy Island is visible even 
at this distance 
 

 
Looking north, the round boulders on the beach are a 
feature of this stretch of coast 
 

 
A picnic site allows views along the coast, and to Ayrshire 
and Bute 

 
 

 
The extensive reedbeds reinforce the semi-natural quality 
of this coast  
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8.18  Corrie 
The coastal village of Corrieis a long, linear settlement, with numerous white painted 
cottages and often small buildings, two tidy harbours and occasional high walled or hedged 
gardens sitting on the seaward side of the road. This village lies below the historic former 
clachan of High Corrie, which sits on the top of the raised beach, behind the coastal village. 
 
This village lies within the North Arran NSA. A special quality of the NSA is the striking 
contrast between the populated coast and the more remote interior, and the small white 
houses along the coast emphasise the vertical scale of the hills. 
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8.18.1 Key seascape/landscape and visual characteristics 
 
 Corrie 

 
Maritime influences, 
experience from the sea 
 

Corrie overlooks a modest expanse of sea, where distant Ayrshire coast, and 
more clearly the southern part of Bute provide some containment and limit any 
sense of vast expanse. From the sea, the village is a row of small, often white 
houses tucked against the raised beach to gain shelter from the exposed coast. 
The village appears small in contrast to the soaring peaks of the hills behind. 

 
Maritime development and 
activity 
 

While larger ships and recreational boats are often sailing away from the 
immediate coast, there are two harbours and moorings for visitors’ yachts at 
Corrie.  

 
Character and experience 
of the coastline 
 

The coastline is largely rocky, with some sections of built up sea wall set above a 
shingle shores punctuated by round boulders and, at high tide, half submerged 
rocks. One harbour is built within a narrow inlet, while the other is contained by 
walls, and there are a number of shed on the seaward side of the road which 
travels close to the coast. Opposite the houses, there are often mown grass 
swards, but possibly most striking are the short rows of walled gardens which are 
tucked onto land between the road and the shore – a very characteristic feature of 
this village. 

 
Topography and land use 
of hinterland 

Corrie sits on a narrow coastal terrace, which is baked by a raised beach, on top 
of which is the tiny settlement of High Corrie and open land within a largely 
forested setting.  

 
Settlement pattern, built 
development and 
infrastructure 
 

The town is set back from the coast, separated from the shore by the road. The 
strongly linear pattern is slightly fragmented, but there are rows of white terraced 
houses and only occasional larger villas or houses set back from the road behind 
sandstone walls. The church is conspicuous by its high gable end facing the sea.  
A locally distinctive feature is the rows of highwalled garden on the seaward side 
of the road, which are not apparent elsewhere on Arran. 

 
Setting of landmarks and 
features 

There are no significant coastal landmarks, although the walled gardens a re a 
particular feature 

 
Experience of isolated 
coast 
 

There is no experience of isolated coast on this settled stretch of coast. 

 
Aesthetic qualities 

The village lies within the North Arran NSA, and from the sea, its diminutive size 
contributes to emphasising the height and drama of the peaks. 

 
Visual amenity and key 
viewpoints 
 

Views along the coast take in the village set back from the shore. There are also 
important views are from the sea looking landwards.   
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8.18.2 Sensitivity of the seascape/landscape and visual amenity to development 

 Corrie 

 
Off shore development  

High sensitivity 
This stretch of sea is partially contained by the narrowing of the Firth and the 
views from the sea to the high Arran mountains, as well as from the village 
across to Bute and the Ayrshire coast, are sensitive to development. This stretch 
of sea forms part of the setting of the North Arran NSA 

 
Settlement 
 

Some sensitivity 
The character of coastal development is dominated by relatively low domestic 
housing set back from the coast and looking out to sea, which should be taken 
into account in any future development. Buildings are located on the landward 
side of the road. An important feature is the walled gardens. 

 
Other built development, 
including roads and 
coastal infrastructure 

Some sensitivity 
As with buildings, both the design and the build quality of infrastructure on the 
coast should aim to respect the small scale of features in and around this 
settlement. Clutter should be avoided - it is especially important to avoid 
fragmenting the grass sward on the coast with built development, with the 
exception of the walled gardens.  

 
Land management 

Low sensitivity 
It is unlikely that changes to land management behind the settlement will affect 
the setting of this stretch of coast. 

 
8.18.3 Corrie: Opportunities and guidance 

• The relatively small scale and orientation of the buildings is a key and 
consistent characteristic of the frontage facing the sea, including the low 
terraced houses and the location of larger houses set well back from the 
shore behind walled gardens 

• Particular attention should be paid to boundary features, as they form the 
‘road frontage’ and provide integrity to the built elements. Walls, often of red 
sandstone, are a key feature of development, and the garden boundaries of 
more recent development detract from the integrity of this characteristic. 

• Coherence of design, especially the size and massing of buildings, will help 
avoid unnecessary clutter along this attractive town frontage.  
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8.18.4 Corrie: Photographs 
 

 
Corrie is a linear village overlooking the coast – this is one 
of two harbours, this one occupying an inlet. 
 

 
Unique on Arran, on the seaward side of the road are 
walled gardens 
 

 
Holy Island is still a feature along this stretch of coast, 
here seen behind the simple railings which are a feature 
of Corrie 

 
 

 
The second harbour at Corrie, with its red sandstone quay 
and views directly across to the Ayrshire coast  

  
 


