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Tell Us What You Think...
Clyde Breakers is your newsletter; tell us 
what you think of this issue and what you 
would like to see in the future. If you would 
like to receive an electronic version of 
Clyde Breakers rather than a printed copy, 
please send your email address to us. Many 
thanks to those of you who contributed to 
this edition.
If you would like to become involved in 
the Forum and its work, contact us at the 
address below.

The Firth of Clyde Forum has a broad 
membership base with representatives 
from industry, local authorities, 
community groups and charities. The 
opinions expressed by members within 
this issue are not necessarily the opinions 
of the Forum or its Core Group.

The Firth of Clyde Forum would like 
to thank the following organisations for 
their continued funding and support:

Out	and	About

Luke Patience and sailing partner 
Stuart Bithell stepped into the 
history books when they won silver 
sailing the men’s 470 at the Olympic 
Games in 2012. Luke, who describes 
himself as ‘excitable’ somersaulted 
into the sea after his last race in the 
Olympic regatta knowing he had 
secured silver. “Tom Daley watch 
out!” he said later. “This is paradise. 
We’ve dreamed about this. We’ve 
achieved so much as youngsters, 
we’ve stormed it as Olympians!”

As we reported in Spring �0�� edition of 
Clyde Breakers Luke grew up sailing out 
of Helensburgh and his family still live in 
Rhu. Presenting at the recent RYA Scotland 
Awards dinner in Largs, Luke said, “ It has 
been a wonderful experience to be part 
of the Olympic Team. I hope to go from 
strength to strength in my competitive 
career, Rio here I come! If I can help to 
get people interested in our sport and our 

Paradise	for	Patience		By Sarah Brown

country that would be great.”

Winners of the RYAS Awards included 
Coach of the Year, Matt Thomas 
– RYA Scotland Class Academy and 
Development Team coach for the 
��er class who is originally from Oban 
but now lives Glasgow and  Robbie 
Burns from Largs Sailing Club. Winning 
the Inaugural RYA Scotland Lifetime 
Achievement Award was Malcolm 
MacArthur, Chairman of Ocean Youth 
Trust Scotland, from Inverkip.

Stuart and Luke have chosen to end their 
sailing partnership to make the most of 
their skills with new team mates. Luke is 
actively pursuing sponsorship which will 
allow him to make a challenge in the �0�6 
games so if you know anyone with deep 
pockets and a keen interest in high profile 
sailing then drop us a line at the Clyde 
Forum and we will pass your contact 
details on to Luke. 
clyde@clydeforum.com

Work is underway at Girvan harbour with new pontoons, updated security 
and services being created to modernise the harbour area, which will 
benefit sailors from around the globe and the local community in South 
Carrick.

The �5 new pontoon berths being created will be suitable for a range of vessel sizes, 
with each pontoon having an electricity and water supply, security quayside access and 
CCTV security cameras to provide a modern safe yacht haven. 

This £0.5 million investment in Girvan has been funded by the Council, Scottish 
Enterprise and the European Union’s European Regional Development Fund - 
INTERREG IVA Cross-Border Programme through the Sail West Project.

The Sail West Project is a collaborative initiative led by Donegal County Council on 
behalf of �0 funding partners, and comprises a programme of investment in an agreed 
series of infrastructure improvements and product development. It also includes a 
joint marketing campaign under the MalinWaters brand umbrella to promote marine 
tourism between the West of Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

Sailing	towards	the	future	in	Girvan
By Graeme Maciver
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