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1. Executive summary1
This document accompanies and should be read in conjunction with the pre-consultation draft Clyde
Regional Marine Plan (CRMP). This document provides an assessment of the objectives and policies
of that plan; both these documents are undergoing a pre-consultation phase to gather feedback and
input into further development.
What is the CRMP?
The CRMP will provide a framework for the sustainable and co-ordinated management of the Clyde
Marine Region (CMR). The Plan will take into account the current state of the environment, the
sectors operating in the region and the development and uses of the marine and coastal
environment. The CRMP will become part of the framework already established for marine planning
in Scotland through the National Marine Plan (NMP). The process of developing the CRMP is
undertaken by the Clyde Marine Planning Partnership (CMPP), and incorporates wider stakeholders
and members of the public in the development of the Plan and identification of issues and
opportunities that can be addressed through the policies of the CRMP. Regional Marine Planning
also works with terrestrial planning authorities – in this region there are nine in total - aligning
policies where possible and ensuring there is a good working relationship between and across these
two planning systems. Many coastal developments and activities have links to the marine economy
and potential impacts on marine natural, historic and cultural heritage. It is important that terrestrial
and marine planning are joined up both in strategic planning terms, but also for licensing and
consents for individual applications.
Once adopted by Scottish Ministers, the Plan will become statutory and must be taken into account
by all users of the CMR and in licensing and consenting decisions relating to the coastal and marine
environment.
The CRMP is informed by and will be in accordance with the NMP and the UK-wide Marine Policy
Statement. These Plans are already in accordance with relevant International legislation. The detail
of the legislative and policy context for the NMP is set out within the ‘National Marine Plan:
Sustainability Appraisal Report’. At a national and regional level, development of the CRMP can be
influenced by a wide range of other plans, programmes and strategies. Where those have a statutory
basis, the Plan must be in line with them. These are listed in Appendix 5.
The pre-consultation draft of the CRMP contains chapters with objective and policies related to:
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Please note a more detailed non-technical summary will be available in the final SA-SEA to fully meet the
legislative requirements of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005.
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General Policies
1.
2.
3.
4.

Climate Change
Historic Environment
Landscape/Seascape
Coastal Processes, Coastal Flood and
Storm Damage Alleviation
5. Natural Heritage
6. Non-Native Species
7. Marine Litter

Sector Policies
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

All sectors – general policy
Sea Fisheries
Aquaculture
Sport, Recreation and Tourism
Shipping, Ports, Harbours and Ferries
Defence
Energy, subsea cables and pipelines
Marine aggregates

The structure of both the NMP and RMP is similar in that they present cross-cutting General Policies
to be adhered to alongside (NMP) or in advance of (RMP) sectoral policies, reducing the likelihood of
any damaging or detrimental impacts on the natural environment. The objectives and policies of the
CRMP pre-consultation draft have been developed in line with the NMP, which is based on a
framework of sustainable development. A number of the NMP General Policies also support good
governance, co-existence of various activities and promote socio-economic benefits. These set an
overarching framework alongside which sectoral policies are implemented. The structure of the
CRMP pre-consultation draft reflects the structure of the NMP and the CRMP’s General Policies must
be adhered to in advance of the Sector Policies. Furthermore, the ‘All sectors – general policies’
section within the CRMP promotes measures which can act to reduce conflict between activities and
promote shared use of resources and space.
What is a Sustainability Appraisal – Strategic Environmental Assessment?
A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a legal requirement for some plans, policies and
strategy documents and is a requirement for the CRMP, to measure the potential impact or effect of
proposed objectives and policies on the environment. The SEA considers the impact of the plans
objectives and policies on the environmental topics of:






Biodiversity, flora and fauna
Population and human health
Sediments, marine geology and
coastal processes
Water
Air






Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/Seascape

A Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is an assessment which identifies the likely socio-economic and
environmental impacts of plans and policies and alternatives to them. As well as the topics noted
above, the SA includes consideration of:



Marine economy
Society

The inclusion of these additional topics expands the scope of the SEA to a Sustainability Appraisal.
Throughout the document, we refer to it as an SA-SEA. The SA-SEA methodically considers the
impacts of each of the proposed draft objectives and policies on the topics noted above, highlighting
what these might be and categorising them as: uncertain, positive, negative or neutral. Benefits are
obviously provided where impacts of policies are found to be positive, but where a negative impact
is identified, the assessment process considers what changes can be made to the proposed policy to
reduce/remove any negative impacts, or what mitigation measures already exist or can be put in
place to reduce any negative impacts that may occur.
The pre-consultation of the CRMP and the interim SA-SEA
5

This interim SA-SEA has been carried out alongside development of the pre-consultation draft CRMP.
Both these documents will undergo pre-consultation, and be revised, adapted and developed
further based on feedback received, or based on any further work/research undertaken after the
pre-consultation. The results of the SA-SEA depend on the objectives and policies within the CRMP,
and both these documents will continue to be developed and change, working towards a draft CRMP
and a draft SA-SEA. Both these documents will be subject to a second formal round of consultation,
before adoption by Scottish Ministers.
SA-SEA methodology
For each of the SA-SEA topics noted above, objectives were determined. Each of the CRMP’s
objectives and policies were assessed against the SA-SEA objectives, and identified as having a major
negative, negative, neutral, positive, strongly positive or mixed impact. The objectives themselves
have been framed to include consideration of ecosystem services. This illustrates where aspects of
the marine and coastal natural environment of the CMR can provide both social and economic
benefits to people.
The full assessment results are presented in the matrices in Appendix 3. In addition to illustrating the
type of impact, the tables also show what the nature of the impact is and what mitigation and
monitoring is currently in place or can be put in place to mitigate negative impacts. The SA-SEA
considers the cumulative effects and inter-relatedness of all impacts of the policies within the CRMP
and the context of this within the framework set by the NMP and other plans. A narrative summary
of the results of the assessment matrices is included in Section 5 of the report.
Current state of the environment
In 2017 the Clyde Marine Region Assessment (CRMA) was published. This document provides an
overview of the current knowledge and data on the physical and natural environment, and the
productive activities of the region. The areas covered within the CMRA include: the physical,
biological and environmental condition of the region and the economic activities, including the
pressures and impacts on the marine environment that these present.
The CRMA summarises the information available for each subject and assigns a level of confidence
based on the availability and quality of data. Trend arrows were also assigned, showing where the
status of varying topics is improving, not changing or deteriorating and each subject was rated
according to the level of concern, helping to identify issues and areas where the environment is
facing particular problems.
The CRMA is a main source of baseline data for the SA-SEA, contributing to the identification of
environmental data and key issues and pressures the marine and coastal environment is facing
within the region. This information is summarised within Section 4 of this report.
Results and findings of the interim SA-SEA - likely significant impacts
This Assessment recognises that all activities and developments have the potential to cause negative
impacts on the natural environment; however overall, no major negative impacts were identified.
This is due to the structure of both the NMP and RMP, which present cross-cutting policies to be
adhered to alongside (NMP) or in advance of (RMP) sectoral policies, reducing the likelihood of any
damaging or detrimental impacts on the natural environment. The objectives and policies of the
CRMP pre-consultation draft have been developed in line with the NMP, which is based on a
framework of sustainable development. In addition to this, the cross-cutting General Policies of the
NMP work to prevent or reduce adverse impacts of developments and activities on the coastal and
marine environment. A number of the NMP General Policies support good governance, co-existence
of various activities and promoting socio-economic benefits. These set an overarching framework,
6

alongside which sectoral policies are implemented.
The structure of the CRMP pre-consultation draft is similar to the structure of the NMP. The CRMP
General Policies must be adhered to in advance of the Sector Policies. Furthermore, the ‘All sectors –
general policy’ chapter promotes appropriate consultation with all stakeholders and the public,
multiple use of infrastructure and various other measures which can act to reduce conflict between
activities and promote shared use of resources and space. Where the assessment identified negative
impacts, the policies have been adjusted or mitigation measures have been identified.
The process of carrying out this assessment has highlighted the importance of the inter-relatedness
of both the NMP and the RMP and in particular, General Policies 1-4 of the NMP, and the relevance
they have, to mitigate potential negative impacts identified on the Marine Economy and Society
topics within the assessment. The policies promote a presumption in favour of sustainable
development and use which provides economic and social benefit to Scottish communities and the
co-existence of sectors and activities.
The assessment found that where there is a positive impact on the SEA (environmental) topics, this
largely has a positive impact for society. Similarly, the positive impacts promote sustainable
development, which ensures the protection and longevity of the natural resources which many
marine sectors rely on to operate. Some of the objectives and policies can result in short term
negative impacts, many show mixed impacts. Uncertain impacts mainly arise where the specific
nature of developments and activities is not known.
Throughout the process of carrying out the SA-SEA, changes were proposed to the plan’s objectives
and policies to reduce negative impacts. These are noted in the table in Appendix 5. It is noteworthy
that there are not many major detrimental impacts noted from the proposed objectives and policies.
This is for the reasons noted above, but is also due to the fact that consideration of the impacts of
the objectives and policies on the environment, society and the economy was built into the format
and process of workshops and discussions with stakeholder groups, which were used as a starting
point for developing the pre-consultation draft.
Likely combined effects and mitigation
The assessment finds that the objectives and policies taken together will have an overall positive
impact on the SA-SEA topics and so the overall cumulative effect of the pre-consultation CRMP is
likely to be positive. Especially when considered together with the NMP and other existing legislation
which aims to protect and enhance the natural heritage of the marine and coastal environment and
promote sustainable development. The Plan needs to be used and considered within the full marine
planning context. The CRMP should be read as a whole and in conjunction with the National Marine
Plan. Proposed developments and activities must also comply with legislative and regulatory
requirements and adhere to all General Policies in Section 1, before considering the Sector Policies in
Section 2. This process facilitates the consideration of the cross-cutting policies of Section 1 to be
understood and taken into account in advance of the Sectoral policies in Section 2, reducing the
likelihood of environmental deterioration which may occur as a result of human activity.
Furthermore, the policies of the NMP provide direction on the co-existence of activities and
development and use across and between sectors which helps to mitigate environmental
deterioration and contribute to the development of a sustainable marine economy.
The policies for both these areas – sustainable development of the marine economy (which provides
employment and contributes to the local economy) and protection and where possible
enhancement of the marine and coastal environment (which provides essential benefits and services
for humans) interlink to provide benefits for society and take into consideration the health and
wellbeing of coastal communities.
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The CRMP supports the existing NMP framework, working to support sustainable economic growth
and development, seeking to deliver the right type of economic growth in the right place culminating
in environmental protection and enhancement and benefits to coastal communities. The positive
impacts for coastal communities are also supported by the integration of the CRMP with Local
Development Plans, and the alignment of policies of these two planning mechanisms where
possible.
Reasonable alternatives
Where reasonable alternative approaches are identified through the plan-making process, the SASEA has also considered these against the SA-SEA objectives. The reasonable alternatives identified
are:
1. No change/business as usual. This alternative considers the impact if the CRMP is not put in
place, and regional/local decisions are based on the NMP and other current legislation and
regulations.
2. RMP which sets out spatially preferred locations for all types of marine activity taking into
consideration areas of constraint in terms of suitability, use by other sectors, areas protected
for nature conservation and habitat/species sensitivity. This alternative considers the impact
if a more detailed consideration of spatial elements is incorporated into the RMP, by
providing an indication of preferred locations for activities and/or developments based on
areas of constraint and habitat/species sensitivity. This alternative considers the surrounding
marine and coastal environment and protected features, such as protected habitats, species,
geodiversity and cultural heritage in the siting and locations of activities and developments.
It would also consider site/area suitability for activities and use of the site/area by other
sectors. This alternative does not impede on existing agreements between sectors and
should seek to complement such arrangements where they exist.
3. RMP which targets action on issues identified and contributes to delivery of the collective
vision and aims of regional stakeholders. This is done through the combined use of policy
relating to authorisations and consents, and policy relating to management. This alternative
targets action on identified issues and contributes to delivery of the collective vision and
aims of regional stakeholders through the mechanism of policy focussed on both licensing
and consents and on management. Whilst certain developments and activities within the
CMR require official consent (e.g. licensing, planning consent), many activities are carried
out without formal consent (i.e. it is not required). This alternative utilises policy relating to
authorisations and consents along with management policy relating to general use of the
CMR. Policy relating to authorisations and consents combines some legislation currently in
place with additional considerations, both of which support the aims and objectives of the
Plan and tackle specific regional issues. The management-related policy is aimed at all users
of the Region and can help to deliver the aims and objectives of the RMP and/or tackle
specific regional issues through management initiatives such as implementation of best
practice guidelines. The combination of both of these types of policy aims to better
contribute to achieving the aims and objectives for the region by covering all users, rather
than solely through licensing/consenting mechanisms.
Option 3 was identified as the preferred approach. This alternative identified the potential for
overall positive effects, as the main factors for consideration in this alternative is the consideration
of regional issues and contributing to the delivery of the collective vision and aims of local
stakeholders within the framework of the NMP. Having both approaches (policy related to licensing
and consents and policy relating to management) enables a ‘top down, bottom up’ approach, which
incorporates all users and facilitates dealing with, and resolving over time, issues being faced within
the region.
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Whilst the overall impact is assessed as positive, there is an element of capacity building amongst all
users of the CMR required in order to ensure implementation of the Plan across all activities. It
should also be noted that there would be no formal mechanism to ‘police’ the adoption of the Plan
by all users and there would be difficulties during the monitoring phase of the Plan in terms of being
able to measure the implementation of some of the management initiatives directly. Whilst
measurement of the overall objectives of the Plan is possible, it will be difficult to attribute changes
directly to management initiatives. The full assessment of reasonable alternatives is set out in in
section 5.11.
Next steps and taking part in the pre-consultation
This interim SA-SEA will be issued along with the pre-consultation draft CRMP for consultation; views
on these documents are invited. This process enables stakeholders to provide feedback and
comment on the process of plan development. Once the pre-consultation is completed, comments
will be taken into account in further development of the CRMP. Over the following stages of plan
development, further work may be undertaken to contribute to policy development. The interim
SA-SEA will be drafted and revised alongside the CRMP, ultimately leading to the final draft of the
SA-SEA, which will go out for a formal consultation alongside the draft Plan. For more information on
plan development please visit the CMPP website and sign up to the newsletter for regular updates.
To view the pre-consultation draft Clyde Regional Marine Plan, and to take part in the preconsultation please visit: https://www.clydemarineplan.scot/marine-planning/consultations/.
If you have any queries please contact info@clydemarineplan.scot.
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2. Clyde Regional Marine Plan
The Clyde Marine Planning Partnership (CMPP), acting under the Delegation of Functions (Regional
Marine Plan for the Scottish Marine Region for the Clyde) Direction 2017, will develop a Regional
Marine Plan (RMP) for the Clyde Marine Region (CMR). The Clyde RMP (CRMP) will be in line with
Scotland’s National Marine Plan (NMP) (2015) and is expected to contribute to the management of
the competing demands for the use of the CMR, while protecting and enhancing the marine
environment. The RMP will be submitted to Scottish Ministers for adoption, is estimated to be in
place from 2020 and will be
reviewed every five years.
The development of the
CRMP is driven by the
members of the CMPP. Wider
stakeholder views are also
incorporated through
sectoral- and issues-based
working group meetings,
workshops and public
engagement. The preconsultation draft CRMP has
been developed over 2018
and early 2019, taking into
account the findings of the
Clyde Marine Region
Assessment (CMRA), outputs
from working group meetings
and discussions with
stakeholders. The next stage
in the process will be to work
towards a consultation draft.
This will take into account
views from the preconsultation and develop the Plan further with continued stakeholder meetings and discussions as
required.
Under the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, a Strategic Environmental Assessment of
the CRMP is required to identify any environmental impacts of proposed policies across a range of
environmental issues; such as biodiversity, flora, fauna, soil, water, etc. This process ensures that the
environmental impact is systematically considered during the Plan making process and, where they
might occur, any mitigation measures and monitoring processes are put in place. A Sustainability
Appraisal takes account of any potential social and economic impacts of proposed policies,
additionally to the potential environmental impacts above.
This interim Sustainability Appraisal, including a Strategic Environmental Assessment Report (SASEA), has been developed based on the pre-consultation draft CRMP. Undertaking SA-SEA
development alongside Plan development will allow SA-SEA considerations to inform the Plan
making process. As such, the pre-consultation draft SA-SEA is proportionate to the level of detail of
policy within the pre-consultation draft CRMP and as the process moves towards developing
consultation drafts of the CRMP and SA-SEA, both will be developed further.
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Pre-consultation will provide an opportunity for wider stakeholders and the public to consider this
interim SA-SEA alongside the pre-consultation draft CRMP and use it to inform their views on the
Plan itself.

2.1. Contents and main objectives of the CRMP
The pre-consultation draft CRMP identifies objectives and policies to encourage the sustainable
development of marine industries; incorporate environmental protection and, where possible,
enhancement; take account of social considerations in marine decision-making; and have a role in
contributing to the mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate change.
The CRMP will add value to the current policy framework already in place through the NMP by
taking into account local circumstances and priorities, and smaller ecosystem units. The Plan will be
produced using the Ecosystem Approach, which looks to promote conservation and sustainable use
in an equitable way. This is compatible with achieving Good Environmental Status (GEnvS) under the
Marine Strategy Regulations (2010).
The CRMP will apply to the CMR, which extends from Mean High Water Springs (MHWS) seawards
out to the sea lochs in the north of the region down to the tip of the Mull of Kintyre and eastwards
across the Clyde Sea to the Ayrshire coast, to Loch Ryan. It encompasses the islands of Arran, Bute
and Cumbrae (see Map 1 of the Clyde Marine Region).
The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 requires that consenting authorities must take authorisation or
enforcement decisions in accordance with Scotland’s NMP and the CRMP, once it is adopted by
Scottish Ministers. The CRMP will be reviewed after five years. The Plan will apply to all users of the
marine and coastal areas of the CMR - including developers, those involved in productive activities
and recreational users. Objectives and policies within the Plan are focussed on providing direction
and guidance for specific processes such as developments and activities that may require a marine
licence. Some policies set the context for regional decision-making where licensing, consent or
permission is required, and others relate to management, such as improving people’s knowledge of
the marine environment or improving awareness of best practice guidance. The intention of such
policies is to raise awareness of these issues and to encourage partnership working to help deliver
the overall aims of the Plan as well as specific objectives.
The CRMP will contribute to the current management framework established by the NMP. It will also
align with terrestrial planning. The marine and terrestrial planning regimes overlap in the intertidal
zone – marine planning extends to MHWS and terrestrial planning extends to Mean Low Water
Spring (MHWS). Aquaculture developments are also required to seek planning permission through
the terrestrial system. Many coastal developments and activities have links to the marine economy
and potential impacts on marine natural, historic and cultural heritage. It is important that terrestrial
and marine planning are joined up both in strategic planning terms, but also for licensing and
consents for individual applications.
Key facts about the Plan
Responsible Authority
Title
Purpose

What prompted the Plan?

Marine Scotland
Clyde Regional Marine Plan
Set a framework for the sustainable development and management
of the marine and coastal environment ensuring the protection and
where possible enhancement of the environment.
The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 introduced a new statutory marine
planning framework which required the creation of a National
Marine Plan and enabled the creation of Regional Marine Plans.
Subsequently 11 marine regions were created. Shetland and Clyde
11

Subject
Period covered
Frequency of updates
Area covered
Summary of nature/content

Objectives

Date
Contact

regions were the first to establish planning partnerships and begin
developing Regional Marine Plans for their respective regions.
Marine Spatial Planning
2020-2025 initially
The Plan is to be reviewed 5 years from adoption and updated or
replaced if required.
Clyde Marine Region (up to Mean High Water Springs and the
Normal Tidal Limit of the River Clyde)
The CRMP will provide a framework that guides and promotes
sustainable development of the Clyde Marine Region. It will
maintain, and where appropriate, enhance the health of the Clyde
Marine Region, including the biodiversity, landscape and seascape,
by protecting and improving its natural resources. The Plan will
promote sustainable and socially inclusive development and use of
marine and coastal resources and encourage the reconnection of
people with the sea through cultural heritage, work opportunities,
educational initiatives and recreational pursuits. The Plan will
contribute to Scotland’s transition to a low-carbon economy and
ensure that decisions affecting the management of the Clyde
Marine Region are taken in a way that maximise opportunities to
mitigate and adapt to the consequences of climate change.
The objectives of the Plan are set out through the strategic aims
and guiding principles. There are also sector and issue specific
objectives.
March 2019 (pre-consultation draft of Plan)
Clyde Marine Planning Partnership
info@clydemarineplan.scot
0131 314 6782

2.2. Relationship with other relevant plans, programmes and strategies
The CRMP is informed by and will be in accordance with the NMP and the UK-wide Marine Policy
Statement. These plans are already in accordance with relevant International legislation. The detail
of the legislative and policy context for the NMP is set out within the National Marine Plan:
Sustainability Appraisal Report2. At a national and regional level, development of the Plan can be
influenced by a wide range of other plans, programmes and strategies. Where those have a statutory
basis, the Plan must be in line with them. These are listed in Appendix 6.

2.3. Environmental Protection Objectives
The CRMP should comply with existing national and international environmental protection
objectives established at international and/or UK level and as set out within existing plans,
programmes or strategies. These are set out in Annex 2 of the NMP: Sustainability Appraisal Report.
In addition to these wider measures, a number of objectives have been developed within the Plan.
These are:



2

Objectives on climate change state that development and activities should minimise
emissions of greenhouse gases and are adapted to be resilient to the impacts of climate
change. Irreversible damage to natural carbon sinks is avoided.
With regard to cultural heritage and the historic environment the objective is to ensure
they are preserved in situ where possible.

https://www.gov.scot/Publications/2013/07/7449
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The objective of landscape/seascape is that nationally and locally important
landscape/seascape character of the Clyde Marine Region is protected at both a wider and a
local level to contribute to the quality of life and wellbeing of local communities and visitors.
Objectives relating to coastal processes are focussed on reducing the risk of coastal erosion
and flooding and seeking that coastal zone and marine development and activities, and landbased development and activities near the coast, are adapted to be resilient to the dynamic
nature of the coast, including the impacts of climate change, using natural assets where
possible.
Objectives relating to the Marine Protected Area network seek to ensure the integrity of
seabed sediments ensuring that their associated benefits are maintained and enhanced
through sustainable management of sediments and the seabed.
Objectives relating to biodiversity, flora and fauna concern the protection and, where
appropriate, enhancement of the health of the marine and coastal natural heritage of the
CMR. Knowledge and data of natural features is improved to identify options for their
enhancement and to inform sustainable development. People’s experience and knowledge
of the coastal and marine environment is enhanced through improved awareness of the
natural heritage of the Region. The risk of introduction and spread of non-native species is
reduced.
There are a range of objectives that support population and human health. These include
improving opportunities for people to access and enjoy the Region’s coast and waters for
recreation and sport, ensuring human activities do not have detrimental impact on water
quality and targeting action on marine litter to improve people’s enjoyment and recreational
experiences in the marine and coastal environment.
The Plan also seeks to ensure that air and water quality are not negatively impacted by the
Plan. In addition to this, the Plan seeks to contribute to the achievement of Good Ecological
Status under the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003.

3. Assessment Methodology
The SA-SEA will be an iterative process. As the Plan is developed, policies will be assessed against the
SEA and SA objectives for each topic, to ensure that potential significant environmental, social or
economic effects arising from the Plan are identified and mitigation measures are put in place where
necessary. This will enable improvements to be made to the policy throughout the process. The
diagram table below highlights the key stages of the SA-SEA process.
During the scoping stage, the scoping report stated that potential effect on any of the SEA topics
could not be ruled out and so all were scoped in. Consultation Authorities in their responses to the
scoping report agreed with this and accordingly all environmental topics identified in the
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 have been scoped into the SA-SEA. A summary of the
Consultation Authorities’ responses is noted in Appendix 2 and the subsequent action taken to
address/incorporate the comment into the SA-SEA report. Appendix 1 notes which section different
parts of the SA-SEA report can be found, according to the requirements of the Environmental
Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005.
The pre-consultation draft CRMP contains:
1. Introduction and context
2. Vision, aims and approach to objectives and policies
3. Section 1: General policies which cover cross-cutting issues including: Climate Change;
Historic Environment; Landscape/Seascape; Coastal Processes, Coastal Flood and Storm
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Damage Alleviation; Natural Heritage; Non-Native Species; Marine Litter and planning
alignment.
4. Section 2: Sector policies which cover Sea Fisheries; Aquaculture; Sport, Recreation and
Tourism; Shipping, Ports, Harbours and Ferries; Defence and Energy.
5. Annex – Guidelines on national and regional authorisations, consents and assessments
6. Glossary
Vision, aims, objectives and policies within numbers 2-5 above will be assessed through the SA-SEA.
As proposed at the scoping stage, a matrix was used for the detailed assessment of the vision, aims,
guiding principles, objectives and policies. These elements are assessed using the SA-SEA objectives
laid out below in Table 1. The objectives have been developed taking into account the scope of the
SA-SEA, environmental protection objectives, the CMRA and comments from the Consultation
Authorities. The objectives themselves have been framed in a way to illustrate where aspects of the
natural environment can provide both social and economic benefits to people. Examples of
ecosystem services have been included in the third column below to illustrate the types of
ecosystem services that will be considered in the SA-SEA.
Within the matrices, a key is used to indicate whether the impact will be positive, neutral or
negative, what the nature of the impact is, what mitigation and monitoring can be put in place and
additional explanatory text and comments. Mitigation measures will be considered in accordance
with the mitigation hierarchy: avoid, minimise, rectify, compensate, enhance. The SA-SEA will also
consider the cumulative effects of all the policies within the CRMP set within the context of the
NMP. Where additional or reasonable, alternative policies are identified and developed through the
Plan making process; the SA-SEA will also consider these against the objectives. A narrative summary
of the results of the assessment is included in Section 5 of the report. Detailed assessment matrices
are included in the appendices of the report.
This interim SA-SEA does not include a Habitats Regulations Appraisal, and this will be carried out at
a later stage of the plan development process.
In terms of any difficulties or issues in carrying out the SA-SEA, having the CMRA has been a great
resource in outlining the environmental baseline and identifying environmental problems. There
were difficulties in compiling the CMRA, for example lack of data in some areas, such as noise. For
economic activity, in some instances it was difficult to disaggregate information down to the CMR
scale, and so for some economic information, this is taken at the Wider CMR scale, which includes
whole Local Authority areas. This is fully outlined and explained in the CMRA, and is acknowledged
where this is the case. This interim SA-SEA has been carried out by the staff of the CMPP, who
benefited greatly from the advice and guidance of the Consultation Authorities, through their
comments provided on the SA-SEA scoping report and of the CMPP Members.
The diagram below illustrates the relationship between the development of the CRMP and the SASEA, linking these processes and highlighting the key input points.
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Relationship between this Regional Marine Plan and the Sustainability Appraisal, including
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SA-SEA)

15

Table 1: SA-SEA Objectives incorporating ecosystem services
SEA Topic
SEA Objectives
Biodiversity, 1. Conserve and enhance the integrity of ecosystems, their
flora and
interactions and the benefits they provide.
fauna
2. Prevent damage to important biological sites and
protected species, including the benefits they provide.
3. Ensure “Good Environmental Status” and “Good
Ecological Status” of the Clyde Marine Region is achieved meeting the requirements of the Marine Strategy
Regulations (2010) and the Water Environment and Water
Services (Scotland) Act 2003. and sustaining the benefits
of natural processes and resources.
Population
4. Ensure healthy ecosystems – biodiversity and geodiversity
and human
- are seen as an essential part of supporting human health
health
and wellbeing.

Sediments,
marine
geology and
coastal
processes

5. Ensure ecosystems and their associated benefits are
maintained and enhanced through sustainable
management of geodiversity3 and associated sediments,
seabed and the natural processes supported by these
features.
6. Prevent damage to important geological sites including
the benefits they provide.
7. Avoid exacerbating coastal erosion and to maintain the
integrity of coastal processes and the benefits they
provide.
8. Ensure that the inherent capacity of the natural
environment to cope with flooding is not detrimentally
















Examples of ecosystem services that will be considered
Some marine species are a source of food and healthy habitats
provide the capacity for these species to carry out different stages
of their life cycle – such as feed, create burrows, and provide
areas for spawning and protection for juveniles – with success.
Some species play an important role in waste breakdown and
detoxification, ensuring the aquatic environment is safe for
people to use.
Many marine species are also important for carbon sequestration
and storage, either within their own mass (e.g. maerl) or through
transfer to sediment (e.g. seagrass).
Spending time by the sea has long been recognised for its benefits
to physical and mental health and wellbeing.
There is a non-use value of particular relevance to protected sites
whereby people value knowing that iconic species and habitats
exist without necessarily using them and that they will be
available to benefit future generations.
Geodiversity provides many ecosystem services, such as a
diversity of seabed habitats and physical features necessary for
the existence of marine life, the basis for energy development and
the attenuation of erosive forces close to shore.
Sediments provide habitats for species, such as mud burrows for
Nephrops and sand/gravel for scallops. Ensuring the protection of
these ensures that these species can thrive and the benefits for
people can continue to be derived.
Sediments play an important role in waste breakdown and
detoxification, ensuring the aquatic environment is safe for
people to use.
Sediments also act as carbon stores.

3

Geodiversity is the variety of rocks, fossils, minerals, natural processes, landforms and soils that underlie and determine the character of our landscape and environment.
http://www.ukgap.org.uk/geodiversity.aspx
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SEA Topic

SEA Objectives
affected.




9. Ensure “Good Environmental Status” and “Good
Ecological Status” of the Clyde Marine Region is achieved meeting the requirements of the Marine Strategy
Regulations and the Water Environment and Water
Services (Scotland) Act 2003 and sustaining the benefits of
natural processes and resources.



Air

10. Avoid exacerbating poor air quality e.g. Air Quality
Management Areas in coastal areas, sustaining the
benefits of natural resources and processes.



Climatic
factors

11. Ensure that there is timely and commensurate Clyde
regional contribution to climate change mitigation.
12. Ensure that adaptation actions are taken into account to
support the natural adaptive capacity of systems in order
to sustain the benefits of natural processes and resources.
13. Ensure that adaptation to climate change impacts (e.g.
sea-level rise, coastal erosion and flooding) is considered
in developments and activities.
14. Ensure natural resources are used efficiently and
sustainably, delivering multiple benefits and working in
partnership with nature.
15. Protect and where appropriate enhance the historic
marine environment and the benefits it provides.
16. Avoid damaging known and unknown coastal and marine
archaeology and the benefits it provides.
17. Avoid adversely impacting on the character and setting of



Water

Material
assets
Cultural
heritage







Examples of ecosystem services that will be considered
Marine sediments have an important role in nutrient cycling.
Habitats such as saltmarsh, mudflats and sand dunes can protect
coastal areas from storm damage and help adaptation to sea-level
rise.
Maintaining clean and safe waters for swimming and other
immersion sports contributes to people’s sense of place and
interaction with the marine environment and maintains the
cultural heritage of popular seaside destinations for immersion
sports, including designated bathing sites.
There are benefits to economic activities such as aquaculture.
Having clean and safe bathing waters enables people to utilise the
marine environment for exercise and sport.
Good air quality provides a regulating service, supporting
ecosystems and species. Poor air quality reduces the ability of
species, including humans, to thrive and their ability to be
productive and provide other ecosystem benefits.
The effects of climate change reduce the capacity of species and
habitats to be productive and provide ecosystem benefits, such as
provision of food. Climate change may cause species to move out
of the Region and impact phytoplankton and zooplankton
production – the basis of the food web.

Protecting and enhancing cultural heritage, such as historic sites
and popular beaches contributes to people’s sense of place and
interaction with the marine and coastal environment.
Consideration should be given around known historic sites and
17

SEA Topic

SEA Objectives
historic sites and buildings and the benefits they provide.

Landscape/s
eascape

18. Promote the protection of landscapes/seascapes and
where possible avoid or minimise adverse effects on
landscapes/seascapes and the benefits they provide.

SA Topic
Marine
Economy

SA Objective
19. Support the development of a sustainable marine
economy in the Clyde Marine Region across a range
of sectors and business sizes.
20. Ensure the sustainable use of the Clyde Marine
Region’s resources to support the long-term
viability of marine sectors.
21. Protect marine assets (such as mineral assets) in the
Clyde Marine Region, maintaining the potential to
utilise them in the future.
22. Remove or avoid barriers to new marine enterprise
opportunities.
23. Safeguard and/or create jobs that support the
development of a sustainable marine economy
across new or existing sectors and that
support/provide benefits to coastal communities
within the Clyde Marine Region.
24. Maintain or improve accessibility and connectivity
of coastal and island communities.
25. Promote access to coastal and marine resource for
tourism and recreation.
26. Support a reduction in the magnitude of poverty

Society



Examples of ecosystem services that will be considered
coastal and marine archaeology or unknown archaeology and its
potential presence in the locality of known features.
The Clyde Marine Region is unique in the Scottish coast in terms
of the amount and expanse of sea broadly contained by the
mainland. There is a complexity and variety of seascapes which,
coupled with industry and coastal development, have contributed
to the natural and cultural landscapes much appreciated by locals
and visitors to the Region.

Examples of ecosystem services that will be considered
 Utilising the marine environment and natural resources provides goods
and services that can support economic activity.
 Most marine-related industries rely on the natural environment to
provide benefits needed for the operation of the industry. For example,
fisheries are dependent on fish stocks being available to harvest;
aquaculture relies on supporting and regulating services such as nutrient
cycling and waste treatment; sport, recreation and tourism rely on the
provision of clean and safe waters and seascapes.




Spending time by the sea and undertaking sports and recreation in and
on the sea have long been recognised for their benefits to health and
wellbeing.
The seascape has aesthetic properties that have inspired a wealth of
literature and art. Residents of west coast urban areas, including
18

SA Topic

SA Objective
and social exclusion and promote equality for all
communities.
27. Contribute to communities’ sense of place,
including protection of and access to marinerelated heritage.
28. Maintain or improve the experiences of
recreational users of the marine and coastal
environment, both in terms of access and quality of
experience.

Examples of ecosystem services that will be considered
Glasgow, along with visitors from further afield, take great pleasure in a
visit to enjoy the benefits provided by the marine and coastal
environment.
 Economic activity in the Clyde Marine Region supports local
communities and supply chain activity further afield.
 The Clyde has a rich maritime heritage which the public recognises and
celebrates. Access to all of these aspects of the Clyde Marine Region
should be encouraged on an equal basis for all to enjoy.
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Assessment of reasonable alternatives
The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires that reasonable alternatives to the Plan
are considered and assessed as part of the SEA. The alternative approaches to the pre-consultation
draft considered are:
1. No change/business as usual. This alternative considers the impact if the CRMP is not put in
place, and regional/local decisions are based on the NMP and other current legislation and
regulations.
2. RMP which sets out spatially preferred locations for all types of marine activity taking into
consideration areas of constraint in terms of suitability, use by other sectors, areas protected
for nature conservation and habitat/species sensitivity. This alternative will consider the
impact if a more detailed consideration of spatial elements is incorporated into the RMP, by
providing an indication of preferred locations for activities and/or developments based on
areas of constraint and habitat/species sensitivity. This alternative considers the surrounding
marine and coastal environment and protected features, such as protected habitats, species,
geodiversity and cultural heritage in the siting and locations of activities and developments.
It would also consider site/area suitability for activities and use of the site/area by other
sectors. This alternative does not impede on existing agreements between sectors and
should seek to complement such arrangements where they exist.
3. RMP which targets action on issues identified and contributes to delivery of the collective
vision and aims of regional stakeholders. This is done through the combined use of policy
relating to authorisations and consents, and policy relating to management. This is the
preferred option. This alternative targets action on identified issues and contributes to
delivery of the collective vision and aims of regional stakeholders through the mechanism of
policy focussed on both licensing and consents and on management. Whilst certain
developments and activities within the CMR require official consent (e.g. licensing, planning
consent), many activities are carried out without formal consent. This alternative utilises
policy relating to authorisations and consents along with management policy relating to
general use of the CMR. Policy relating to authorisations and consents combines some
legislation currently in place with additional considerations, both of which support the aims
and objectives of the Plan and tackle specific regional issues. The management-related
policy is aimed at all users of the Region and can help to deliver the aims and objectives of
the RMP and/or tackle specific regional issues through management initiatives such as
implementation of best practice guidelines. The combination of both of these types of policy
aims to better contribute to achieving the aims and objectives for the region by covering all
users, rather than solely through licensing/consenting mechanisms.
The full assessment of these alternatives is available in Appendix 4.

4. Current state of the environment and context of the Clyde Marine Region
The CMRA was prepared to fulfil the legislative requirements of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 (part
3, section 4b and 4c) and was published in February 2018. It provides detail of key environmental
baseline information and issues for the development of the Plan. The baseline information for the
CRMP SA-SEA will be primarily drawn from the information included in the CMRA and updated
information will be taken into account where necessary from appropriate sources. The Assessment
can be found on the CMPP website.
The CMRA is divided into sections which correspond to the UK High Level Marine Objectives to
deliver ‘clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas’. These are
discussed in the CMRA under three main sections: Clean & Safe, Healthy & Biologically Diverse and
Productive. Each chapter in the Clean & Safe and Healthy & Biologically Diverse sections considers
the functioning of ecosystem services within the CMR. Each of the chapters within this section are
20

scored (or assessed) according to their condition, given a confidence rating according to the level of
data available and an indicator arrow is used to highlight the trend for each area – improving, static
or deteriorating. The Productive section of the CMRA analyses key economic and spatial data
concerning human activities and considers the potential environmental pressures and impacts of
those activities. It also considers potential future trends.

4.1. Environmental baseline information and context of the Clyde Marine Region
A summary of the CMRA is given below as a summary of the baseline information to be used for the
SA-SEA. For more detail and information, the full CMRA will be used.
4.1.1. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
4.1.1.1.
Key habitats
The CMR supports rich and varied marine and coastal wildlife. The Region’s habitats are divided into
three broad types including:






Intertidal rock and sediments include habitats of bedrock, boulders and cobbles that lie
between MHWS and MLWS. The various animals and plants found on rocky shores are
adapted to survive the stresses created by regular immersion and emersion in sea water and
the related fluctuations in temperature and salinity caused by exposure to the sun and rain
at low tide. On many rocky shores there is a distinct vertical zonation pattern brought about
by a small number of dominant species inhabiting broad bands on the surface. Intertidal
sediments are mobile or dynamic shingle, gravel sand and mud or a combination of these as
well as saltmarsh soils. Important areas for intertidal sediments in the CMR are the mudflats
and pockets of saltmarsh in the Clyde estuary, the heads of the lochs and the sandflats on
the Ayrshire coast.
Subtidal rock includes bedrock, boulders and cobbles that occur below the low water mark.
Communities that occur here are affected by the availability of light where seaweeds inhabit
areas nearer the surface with plenty of light and animals like sponges and soft corals inhabit
deeper areas where less light is available. Subtidal communities can also be influenced by
waves, tidal action and salinity. Areas of subtidal rock are limited within the CMR – these
occur to the south of Arran, along the Ayrshire coastline and subtidal extensions of rocky
shorelines of cliffs. Biogenic reefs are made up of living organisms, such as molluscs, and can
also create a ‘rocky’ habitat.
Shallow and shelf subtidal sediments include shingle, gravel, sand and mud. Shallow
subtidal sediments extend from the mean low water mark to around 70m; shelf sediments
are those found from 70-200m depth. They cover the majority of the seabed in the CMR.

4.1.1.2.
Mobile species
The CMR supports many mobile species including:


Fish and shellfish – more is known about species which have been commercially harvested
in the CMR. Historically finfish populations in the region supported a diverse fishery
including cod and haddock. Around the mid-1980s stocks of these species began to decline
and targeted fishing of these species began to decrease. The development of the Clyde
shellfish fishery accelerated when the restriction on towed trawl gear was fully lifted in the
1980s. Today the commercial fishing industry mainly targets shellfish. Harvesting Nephrops
remains the biggest fishery in the Region. Queen scallops, crabs and lobsters are also fished
in smaller numbers. Finfish species are still present in the Clyde (at a greater biomass than in
the 1930s and 1940s); however, research suggests 90% of this biomass is below minimum
landing size.
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Sharks, skates and rays – This group are known as elasmobranchs. More than 30 species
have been recorded in Scotland’s waters; six of which have been recorded in the CMR –
basking shark, spurdog (spiny dogfish), porbeagle shark, common skate, blue shark and
sandy ray. They are vulnerable to a range of pressures and populations can take a long time
to recover from depletion as they are usually slow-growing and late to reach maturity. There
is little stock information for these animals in the CMR; however, survey data has been used
to estimate numbers for some species.
The CMR is home to a wide variety of seabirds and waterbirds. They inhabit the islands and
coast of the Region, perhaps most well-known are the gannets on Ailsa Craig and redshanks
in the inner Clyde estuary.
Dolphins, porpoises and whales – In recent years, 23 species of these animals have been
recorded in Scotland however only the harbour porpoise and minke whale are regularly
spotted in the CMR. Harbour porpoises are the most abundant cetacean species in the CMR
and the high density of these animals in the CMR suggests it may be an area of importance
for them (notably there is a high density of porpoises during summer, suggesting the CMR is
particularly important for breeding and rearing young). The front that occurs around the
Clyde Sea Sill is considered to be a key attraction for cetaceans visiting the CMR from spring
to autumn, due to the mixing of waters and the upwelling of nutrients. The precise numbers
of these animals is unknown as data comes mainly from sightings, rather than effort-related
surveys, which can give information on absolute abundance.
Both species of Scottish seals – the Atlantic grey and the harbour or common seal - are
present within the CMR, though in lower numbers than elsewhere. The harbour seal is the
more common of the two species. The latest count for harbour seals in the CMR was 1,167
in 2015 up from 811 in 2007. Grey seals were counted at 304 in 2015, up from 272 in 2007.
These numbers are based on actual counts of hauled out seals, and therefore represent a
minimum number.

4.1.1.3.
Protected habitats, species and Priority Marine Features (PMFs)
Over the last 30-40 years, various pieces of Scottish, UK and International Legislation have been
introduced to help protect locations which are recognised for their natural, ecological and/or
cultural value (more on this below). Their protection and management help to ensure that they
remain in good condition currently and into the future. The network of designated sites, which
contribute to the Marine Protected Area network, in the CMR include: Nature Conservation Marine
Protected Areas, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Special Protection Areas and a Ramsar Site. A full
list of the nature conservation protection areas around the CMR can be found in Appendix II of the
CMRA. This also provides details of their features and condition.
PMFs have been determined by Scottish Natural Heritage and the Joint Nature Conservation
Committee to provide a new focus for marine conservation activities.
The CMRA assessed the areas related to biodiversity, flora and fauna accordingly:
CMRA Chapter
Noise
Habitats – Intertidal rock
and sediments
Habitats – Subtidal rock
Habitats – Shallow and
shelf subtidal sediments
Marine fish (demersal

Assessment score
Some or local concerns
Some or local concerns

Trend
Static
Deteriorating

Confidence
Low
High

Subtidal rock: Few or no concerns
Biogenic reefs: Some or local concerns
Many concerns

Static
Deteriorating
Static

Medium

Many concerns

Static

Medium

Medium
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CMRA Chapter
and pelagic) and
shellfish
Sharks, skated and rays
Whales, dolphins and
porpoises
Seals
Seabirds and water birds
Protected areas – nature
conservation
Marine non-native
species

Assessment score

Trend

Confidence

Basking sharks: Some or local concerns
All other elasmobranchs: Many concerns
Some or local concerns

Improving
Deteriorating
Static

Medium

Some or local concerns
Some or Local concern,
Others: Some or local concerns
Seabirds: Some or local concerns
Some or local concerns

Improving
Deteriorating
Static
Deteriorating
Deteriorating

High
High
High

Low

Medium

4.1.2. Population and human health
The CMR encompasses a diverse range of communities within its boundary, including the urban
population of Glasgow, the island communities of Arran, Bute and the Cumbraes, the peri-urban
areas of West Dunbartonshire, Inverclyde, Renfrewshire and Ayrshire and those located more rurally
around the Kyles of Bute, the Clyde sea lochs and the east part of the Mull of Kintyre. The area is
home to approximately 200,000 people (excluding Glasgow city which has a population of
approximately 600,000 people). The Clyde estuary has been heavily developed and has been a
centre of industrial activity since the industrial revolution, although this has declined in the last 50
years or so. Long stretches of the coast now have housing and other developments, especially the
Inner Firth and along the Ayrshire coast. Many communities derive benefits from living on or near
the Clyde and utilise the environment for recreational or socio-economic activity.
The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) ranks small areas from the most deprived to least
deprived based on a number of criteria. There is a high concentration of the most deprived areas
within Glasgow and Renfrewshire. Communities which fall into the most deprived 20% are found in
Campbeltown, Ayr, Girvan, Troon, Saltcoats, Ardrossan, Stevenson, Kilwinning, Rothesay, Dunoon,
Gourock, Port Glasgow, Dumbarton, Clydebank, Helensburgh and Lochgilphead.
The core marine sectors of the CMR are shipping and transport, sea fisheries and aquaculture, and
the ancillary marine sectors of fisheries and aquaculture fish processing, and sport, recreation and
tourism. Across the core marine sectors there has been a decline in employment across the CMR
over the 5-6 years to 2014 (see table 2). Economic activity in the ancillary sectors is driven by the
sport, recreation and tourism sector and employment grew steadily from 2010 to 2013, however,
employment has since suffered a decline post 2013.
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Table 2: Overview of the economic contribution of the Clyde Marine Region, 2010-20144

Notes:
1.

Employment data are reported at the Clyde Marine Region and turnover and GVA are reported at the wider Clyde Marine
Region (see Clyde Marine Region Assessment for more detail)
2. % change is considered over the period 2010-2014 for employment and 2009-2013 for GVA and turnover (based on latest
available data)
3. GVA and turnover have been updated to 2013 prices using the GDP Deflator
Source: Business Register, Employment Survey & Annual Business Survey, Scottish Government Key Sector Stats.

Inappropriate development in the marine and coastal environment can affect both the quality of life
and human health in local communities. Many effects may be indirect and temporary (e.g. increased
construction traffic, increased harbour activity or reduced access for key coastal walking, sailing
routes or fishing grounds). Longer term effects may include visual impacts, noise disturbance and the
creation of waste and litter.
Water quality can also impact on human health and the ability to generate a livelihood and food
production from our marine and coastal environment. Recreational immersion sports and activities
such as swimming, diving and snorkelling rely on clean and safe waters. Bathing water quality is
monitored to ensure levels of pathogens are not too high as pathogens can cause gastrointestinal
illnesses and ear infections. There are 14 sites in the CMR which are designated protected bathing
areas and these are monitored routinely. Details of these protected bathing areas are noted in the
CMRA. Similarly fish and shellfish products are tested to ensure they are safe to consume. Toxins
and microorganisms can become concentrated in shellfish flesh and are harmful to consume.
Shellfish Water Protected Areas (SWPAs) have been designated to protect shellfish growing areas.
4.1.3. Sediments, marine geology and coastal processes
The Firth of Clyde has a coastline of over 1,200 km and includes eight sea lochs, five estuaries and
numerous islands including Arran, Bute and the Cumbraes. The diverse nature of the area largely
results from its underlying geology and the subsequent effects of glaciation during the last ice age.
The Firth is bisected by the Highland Boundary Fault. The southern part is relatively un-indented and
low in relief whilst the coastline in the northern part is more resistant to erosion, resulting in a more
indented and dramatic landscape. Several of the sea lochs are fjordic in nature being long, narrow
and deep with shallow sills at their mouths.

4

Taken from the Clyde Marine Region Assessment - http://www.clydemarineplan.scot/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Clyde-MarineRegion-Assessment-2017.pdf
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Glacial action has created a broad underwater sill with an average depth of 40-50m which divides
the North Channel from the Arran Basin, known as the Clyde Sea Sill. The sheltering effect of the
Kintyre peninsula and Arran, coupled with deep waters and a moderate tidal range, leads to a
seabed dominated by mud. The area also contains a range of habitats with long sandy stretches
along the Ayrshire coast and hard ground along the edge of the deep channels in the North Channel
and Loch Fyne. There are also rocky shores and sandy bays in the sea lochs. The inner Firth, around
the islands of the Cumbraes and Bute, is a sheltered area with a relatively small tidal range and
speed. Water circulation is generally weak, with the direction of movement is dictated by the wind
when it exceeds a gentle breeze. Under conditions of gentler winds, the water circulation is a weak
northwards movement as part of the general circulation of the Firth.
The industrial legacy of the CMR means that some hazardous substances are found in high
concentrations in the sediments in the estuary. Sewage and dredge spoil sludge dumping was also
carried out in the Clyde and this has led to higher levels of heavy metals in the sediment around
these areas, including in the estuary. Clyde sites have a greater potential to accumulate
contaminants due to the hydrophobic nature of some hazardous substances, which means they
accumulate more readily in sediments with a high organic content in the CMR. The use and disposal
of hazardous substances is now regulated and their concentrations monitored over time to ensure
certain activities are not carried out in contaminated areas, e.g. shellfish harvesting.
In terms of natural material assets, there are oil and gas reserves within the CMR, although there are
currently no plans to exploit these. Manganese nodules are found just below the surface of the sea
bed in many of the sea lochs. Commercial extraction of these has not proved worthwhile to date.
Parts of the inner Firth, harbours and ports are dredged to maintain or increase the depth of
navigation channels and berthing areas to ensure the safe passage of vessels. Cloch point is used for
the disposal of dredged material. There is currently no marine aggregate extraction taking place in
the CMR.
4.1.4. Water
An integrated approach to the protection, improvement and sustainable use of water resources is
driven by the Water and Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 and in Scotland this is
managed by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA). The overall aim is for water bodies
to achieve ‘Good Ecological Status’ (GEcS) or Good Ecological Potential (GEcP) in the case of heavily
modified or artificial water bodies. The majority of the coastal and estuarine water bodies in the
CMR are in ‘Good’ condition. A few are currently classified as ‘Moderate’ largely as a result of point
source discharges and modifications to the bed, banks or shores of the water bodies as a result of
land uses and navigation. SEPA continues to work with partners to deliver GEcS or GEcP. There are
additional designations for shellfish growing waters to ensure shellfish products are safe to
consume.
Bathing waters are also protected in Scotland to ensure people can continue to enjoy the coast and
marine environment for recreational activities in a clean and safe environment. Within the Region a
number of areas are designated bathing sites. The condition of these is monitored for safety. Failure
to meet classification at these sites can often be as a result of run-off from agricultural land after
heavy rainfall or diffuse pollution.
The CMRA assessed the areas related to this SEA topic accordingly:
CMRA Chapter
Water Framework Directive –
transitional and coastal waters
Hazardous substances including
biological effects

Assessment score and trend
Few or no concerns, improving

Confidence
High

Clyde estuary, Inner Firth, Holy Loch, Garroch
Head: Concerns for the future, static

High
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CMRA Chapter

Assessment score and trend

Confidence

Other lochs and outer Firth: Some or local
concerns, improving
Microbiological contaminations –
bathing waters
Eutrophication
Oil and chemical spills and
accidents
Dissolved oxygen

Some or local concerns, improving

High

Few or no concerns, improving
Few or no concerns, improving

High
High

Inner Clyde estuary: Some or local concerns,
improving
Rest of CMR: Few or no concerns, static

High

4.1.5. Air
Air pollution can have many repercussions on quality of life and long term air pollution exposure is
associated with a number of health complaints5. Air quality in the UK is measured by the National
Atmospheric Emissions Inventory6 (NAEI). The inventory holds data on levels of key pollutants
generated by various sectors/industries across the UK. This tool highlights which areas of the CMR
are affected by air pollution. The Air Quality in Scotland website also provides real-time air quality
pollution level summaries from monitoring sites across the CMR. The NAEI shows point sources (e.g.
such as specific industries) for pollutants, as well as total emissions for transportation, and highlights
some increased pollution levels along key shipping routes. Emissions from marine vessels are often
localised in ports and the local area, for example, due to the running of engines to provide on-board
power whilst vessels are in port.
Atmospheric emissions from shipping are controlled at international, European and UK levels. Annex
VI of the MARPOL convention limits the level of NOx and SOx from engine emissions. The Sulphur
Content of Liquid Fuels Directive (as amended by Directive 2005/33/EC) limits the sulphur content of
heavy fuel oil, gas oil, marine gas oil and marine diesel oil. The NAEI maps emissions data for 2015 in
the Region and highlights that the highest nitrogen oxide ( NO2) levels were between 0.3-1 and 1-25
t/1x1km and the highest sulphur dioxide levels were between 0.1-0.5 t/1x1km.These high levels are
found along the shipping lane leading from the inner Firth out towards the Clyde Sea Sill and
Northern Ireland. There are also some coastal point sources of sulphur dioxide around Gare Loch,
Inverclyde and the North Ayrshire coastline. Particulate matter across a size range between greater
than 2.5 µm and less than 0.1 µm is highest in the Region; specifically in Glasgow, Renfrewshire and
Inverclyde and parts of North Ayrshire (0.2-1 t/1x1km) when looking at total emissions across all
sectors. The greater Glasgow area, Inverclyde, Gare Loch and the North Ayrshire coastline show high
concentrations, compared to other parts of the CMR coastline for various pollutants, including
arsenic, benzene, cadmium, carbon monoxide and the pollutants noted above.
4.1.6. Climatic factors
The impacts of climate change impacts on the marine and coastal environment can include but are
not limited to: increase in sea and air temperatures, ocean acidification and sea-level rise. These
impacts may lead to: changes in primary productivity and knock-on impacts through the food web, a
northward shift of cold water species and a range expansion of warm water species, changes in life
cycle patterns, reduced ability of certain species to form shells, increase in number and distribution
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of non-native species. Sea-level rise is likely to cause coastal systems to migrate landwards and can
threaten built infrastructure.
The sea plays an important role in the carbon cycle and carbon storage. Carbon sinks can be found in
sediments, seaweed, seagrass and saltmarsh. Increasing temperatures and ocean acidification can
reduce the marine environment’s ability to absorb and store carbon. Disturbed sediments can also
release stored carbon. Potential carbon sinks in the CMR are mapped in the CMRA.
Sea-level rise occurs due to the thermal expansion of water and the melting of glaciers. Storm surges
can also cause a temporary rise in sea-level. Storm surges are caused by storms and high winds
pushing the seawater towards the coast. There is also an effect of water being ‘pulled’ by low
pressure; about 1 cm for every 1 hPa change in pressure. Research suggests that coastal flooding in
the CMR is not only caused by extreme surge events, but also moderate surges when there is a high
spring tide. There is also a funnelling effect linked to the depth and shape of the seabed in the sea
lochs and estuary. The latest UK Climate Projections findings show that under a low emissions
scenario, sea-level rise in the Firth of Clyde is extremely likely to be in the range of 0.07 m to 48 m by
the end of the century7.
Flood risk is expected to increase in the coming years due to climate change causing more intense
rainfall, wetter winters and rising sea levels. The National Flood Risk Assessment undertaken by
SEPA concluded that coastal flooding, from a combination of high tides and stormy conditions,
currently accounts for approximately 17% of all predicted impacts in Scotland. The National Flood
Risk Assessment also identified Potentially Vulnerable Areas. In 2015 SEPA published a Flood Risk
Management Strategy for each of the 14 Local Plan Districts covering Scotland. Delivery plans were
subsequently published for each area setting out how flood risk will be managed, coordinated,
funded and delivered between 2016 and 2022. For the CMR, the related regions are: Clyde and
Lomond, Ayrshire and Highland Council and Highland and Argyll. More information is available in the
CMRA.
The CMRA assessed the areas related to this SEA topic accordingly:
CMRA Chapter
Climate change – impact on
marine life
Climate change – sea-level
rise

Assessment score and trend
Concerns for the future/ Many unknowns

Confidence
Low/medium

Some or Local concerns, deteriorating

High

4.1.7. Material assets
Many industries within the region rely on built infrastructure on the coast to support their
operations. Marine vessels (e.g. fishing vessels and recreational vessels, Timberlink transport) utilise
ports, harbours, jetties, slipways, moorings and pontoons. Fisheries and aquaculture are supported
by processing facilities which are often located near the coast. Some infrastructure is purpose-built,
for example Ocean Terminal, to accommodate cruise liners in Greenock and also aquaculture
facilities. There is a well-developed ferry route around the Region which connects the mainland to
the Clyde islands and the Mull of Kintyre and includes routes to outside the Region. A Ministry of
Defence base is located at Faslane on the western shores of Gare Loch, along with the nearby Naval
Armaments Depot located at Coulport. Sport, recreation and tourism is facilitated by a range of
infrastructure around the Clyde, with boat-based infrastructure, as mentioned above, and slipways

7
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which can provide ingress and egress for a range of activities. There is a National Sport Centre on
Cumbrae and a range of long distance coastal paths and routes throughout the Region.
While there are no live offshore renewable schemes in the CMR, there are two sites, Hunterston and
Campbeltown/Machrihanish that have been identified in the National Renewables Infrastructure
Plan (NRIP). In addition, there is an area outwith the Region at the south of the Mull of Kintyre that
has been identified as a potential development site for tidal energy. Finnart Oil Terminal on the
eastern shore of Loch Long has the capacity to dock large oil tankers. There are two pipelines that
transport crude oil to Grangemouth and refined products back for export.
Submarine power, transmission and telecommunications cables are a key component of the CMR’s
enabling infrastructure and are of recognised national and international economic importance,
providing power and broadband connectivity to businesses and households on the mainland and the
islands. In addition, this infrastructure will support the development of the renewable sector. A map
of the cable and pipeline infrastructure in the CMR is available in the CMRA.
There are a number of waste water treatment works around the CMR where waste water is treated
before it is released into rivers of the sea. A map of these facilities can be found in the CMRA.
Significant levels of water abstraction takes place at Hunterston B nuclear power station, which uses
97% of water licensed to be abstracted and returned to the Clyde each year. Claddoch power station
on Arran is also licensed to abstract water. Other industries which carry out abstraction include fish
processing, chemical treatment and agriculture.
4.1.8. Cultural heritage
The CMR has a rich maritime history linked to its industrial past as a key shipping port – ‘Glasgow
made the Clyde and the Clyde made Glasgow’. Much of the cultural heritage and built environment
has been shaped by the Clyde and surrounding seas. Coastal towns and villages have relied on the
fishing industry and its supply chain for employment and ship building has been synonymous with
the River Clyde for centuries. The Region has an intrinsic link with the maritime environment and
heritage, including: maritime wrecks; historic buildings and sites; maritime and heritage museums;
historic ports, docks, quays, warehouses and cranes. These all provide a historical record of the
important role the Clyde played in the growth of the Region. There are a wide range of
archaeological sites around the CMR, indicating the long standing habitation and use if the area.
These sites include Neolithic standing stones, iron-age duns and forts to more recent castles and
even more recent industrial history.
The historical and cultural assets in the Region make a notable contribution to the Region’s visitor
and tourism provision, whilst also providing an educational resource and contributing to the sense of
place. The preservation of these assets helps foster the emotional and cultural identity of the CMR.
Much cultural heritage is recognised through designations of various kinds, for example Historic
Marine Protected Areas and scheduled monuments. Gardens and designed landscapes are also an
important part of Scotland’s historic environment. Much data on these features can be found
through Historic Environment Scotland, the Environment Scotland website, the national records of
the historic environment and historic environment records held by planning authorities. Our
knowledge of cultural heritage is ongoing and the potential presence of unknown, archaeological
and historic features should be taken into consideration by developments and activities taking place.

28

4.1.9. Landscape/seascape
A detailed assessment of the landscape/seascape of the Firth of Clyde was carried out in 2012. This
identifies key coastal characteristics and key sensitivities to development/change, while also
providing guidance which can be used to assist in managing the coastal landscape/seascape. The
assessment highlights that the CMR is unique in Scotland in terms of the amount and expanse of sea
broadly contained by the mainland. The overall complexity and variety of seascapes can be seen
when travelling northwards through the Firth from the open sea, through sounds to straits and lochs
that make up the inner channels. The complexity of the seascape is complemented by the variety of
coastal geomorphological features, hinterland topography, land management and settlement
patterns. Long stretches of coast are well settled especially on the Inner Firth and along the Ayrshire
coast. The inter-visibility across the Firth of the coasts ensures that numerous landmark features are
visible beyond their own coastal character area, including built structures such as the cranes at Port
Glasgow. One of the most widely recurring features across the southern extent of the Clyde is Ailsa
Craig.

4.2. Likely evolution of the baseline without the implementation of the CRMP
Some environmental pressures experienced within the Region are likely to be independent of any
influence of the Plan or developments and activities within the Region, for example climate change.
Climate change will continue irrespective of whether the CRMP is in place or not. However, seeking
opportunities and providing guidance to improve adaptation and mitigation for developments and
activities within the coastal and marine environment through the Plan is one of the aims and areas
where the CRMP can implement change at the regional level.
There are various measures, processes, programmes and legislation in place to ensure the ongoing
improvement and protection of the marine environment. This includes work on improving the
natural environment, such as the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 and
the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010); processes such as Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs)
and Habitats Regulations Appraisals and regulatory measures enforced by organisations such as
SEPA. These measures, processes and programmes would continue regardless of the adoption of the
CRMP. However, the process of developing the CMRA enabled the identification of regional and local
issues. Specifically, it has highlighted areas of the marine and coastal environment where there are
many concerns, and the development of the CRMP enables targeted policy to address these
concerns. In this way, the pre-consultation draft CRMP seeks to address concerns, act as a catalyst
around generating improvements in these areas, and prevent the deterioration of areas identified in
the CMRA as having some/local concerns.
Many environmental trends are driven by complex interactions and relationships, and are
sometimes influenced by factors and elements outwith the Region. Some of these relate to the
human impact on the environment, such as inappropriate developments, unsustainable use of
resources and existing activities taking place in the marine and coastal environment. In the future,
without the Plan, increased developments and use of resources is likely to increase the level of
pressures on the natural environment. The pre-consultation draft CRMP seeks to work within
existing legislation to guide appropriate developments and use of the marine and coastal
environment, with the aim of: reducing the negative impacts of inappropriate developments and the
overuse of natural resources; and improving the appropriate placement of developments and
activities. This can result in positive impacts on the health and wellbeing of coastal communities that
might otherwise be unrealised or eroded. The pre-consultation draft CRMP also seeks developers
and those carrying out activities, to involve local communities more in consideration of proposals.
Improving engagement in consultation processes contributes to well considered developments and
activities that take into account the opinions of local communities as well as how to avoid potentially
detrimental environmental impacts.
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Wider work, in terms of research on the natural environment and improving socio-economic factors,
is also likely to continue regardless of adoption of the CRMP. However, the work and discussions
that have informed draft policy, and the research gaps identified in the CMRA can help prioritise
research activity. This is likely to evolve and grow as Plan development continues.
The CRMP provides a statutory basis to strengthen partnership working, communication and
collaboration amongst CMR stakeholders, encouraging them to be involved in the plan-making
process.
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4.3. Environmental problems and issues
The table below provides a summary of the main environmental issues faced by each of the SEA Topics. More detail can be found in the Clyde Marine
Region Assessment.
SEA topic
Biodiversity,
flora and
fauna

Problems and issues
Biodiversity, flora and fauna is vulnerable to the impacts of climate change such as increased sea temperatures and rainfall patterns. In
particular, sea fans are at the southern limit of their distribution in the CMR. Climate change will impact which species of fish, shellfish
and algae will be available to both wild fisheries and aquaculture operations. Climate change pressures on intertidal species are likely
to be exacerbated by non-native species, a number of which are present in the CMR. Non-native species can be introduced through
the movement of vessels (of all kinds) and through industries such as aquaculture. For example, the Pacific oyster, which is cultured in
Loch Fyne, is now thought to be able to spawn in throughout Scottish waters. Farmed salmon themselves can escape from cages and
dilute the genetic makeup of wild stock. They can also act as a vector for the sea lice parasite, transferring them to wild fish. Whilst
non-native species are on the rise, there is no evidence of detrimental impacts on ecosystem services as yet; however, this may be due
to a lack of research into this area.
Biogenic reefs and shallow shelf subtidal sediments are vulnerable to the impacts of fishing which can result in physical habitat
changes. This can reduce overall habitat and community diversity and potentially reduce substrates’ suitability for settlement for larval
animals. Biological pressures can also occur through the removal of target and non-target species. The ecosystem of the CMR has
changed over the last 50 years as a result of fishing activity from supporting a diverse finfish fishery to now being a single species
fishery, as stocks no longer support a demersal or pelagic fishery.
Kittiwakes, lesser black-backed gulls and herring gulls at Ailsa Craig SPA are notified as ‘Unfavourable Declining’. This is thought to be as
a result of national declines and reductions in food availability. In the Inner Clyde SSSI, the cormorant feature is notified as
‘Unfavourable Declining’, though there are currently no recorded pressures that are causing this condition. On Sanda Islands SSSI,
puffin and shag features are notified as ‘Unfavourable Declining’, likely due to a UK population decline and not as a result of local
issues. In some areas in the CMR bird populations are affected by the introduction of invasive species on land, such as mink.
There is concern over richness and evenness of demersal and pelagic fish species that have previously been targeted by commercial
fisheries. The impact of this on the wider ecosystem and food webs is not fully understood. Over recent years there have been annual
surveys of herring in the Firth of Clyde, which shows that the stock remains at a level which is too low to support any significant
commercial fishery. Groundfish species (cod, haddock, hake, plaice, saithe, whiting and turbot) contribute very little to overall
quantities of fish landed in the Clyde Marine Region. There is a sustainably managed Nephrops fishery, largely for export markets.
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SEA topic

Problems and issues
There are concerns over the sustainability of the scallop fishery due to lack of official stock assessment and management.
Population trends for elasmobranchs show that several species, having faced historic pressures such as overfishing, are declining.
Impacts on these species are taking place on a wider scale to that of the CMR. There is some evidence to suggest that basking sharks
are experiencing an overall long-term increasing trend, with a small but significant increase in the sightings of larger individuals.
The precise population status of cetaceans occurring in the CMR is unknown as data are mainly restricted to sightings rather than
effort-related surveys which can give information on absolute abundance. There are declining trends in the numbers of key apex
predators (e.g. cetaceans, sharks, skates, rays and seabirds) which may both impact the healthy functioning of the ecosystem and act
as an indicator that other ecosystem services are compromised. There is a high density of harbour porpoises in the CMR, indicating that
this is an important area for these species.
Both the Atlantic grey seal and the harbour seal are found throughout Scotland and are both present in the CMR, though in lower
numbers. The latest count for harbour seals in the CMR was 1,167 in 2015, up from 811 in 2007. This is in contrast to trends seen on
the east coast of Scotland. Grey seals were counted at 304 in 2015, up from 272 in 2007. There are a range of pressures that may
generally affect seals, but the extent and magnitude of most have not been quantified and there have also been no studies in the CMR.
Potential pressures include exposure to hazardous substances, entanglement in marine litter, bycatch, and a reduction in prey
distribution and biomass due to habitat damage and climate change.
The invertebrate assemblage feature at Western Gailes SSSI is currently notified as ‘Unfavourable no change’ due to a reduction in
habitat. The sand dunes on which the invertebrates (this includes the bee fly, hoverfly, clown beetle, seed weevil beetle, ground beetle
and hairy-horned beetle) live are in unfavourable conditions.
Flora and fauna is adversely impacted by marine litter, through entanglement and ingestion. Litter can enter the marine environment
through the waste water system or due to overflow. There are concerns over microplastic ingestion by species (incl. Nephrops), such as
limiting species’ growth and their resistance to disease. This is not an issue exclusive to the Clyde.
Many of the hazardous substances which have left a polluting legacy in the Clyde estuary are now banned or regulated to reduce and
control their environmental impact. However, their historic legacy has impacted the CMR’s ability to provide provisioning services in
some areas. Contamination by hazardous substances in the Clyde estuary and inner Firth can limit consumption of filter feeders, e.g.
mussels. Classified Shellfish Harvesting Areas (CSHAs) occur in the inner and outer Firth and the lochs – the 2015-16 results show that
some are classified as B or C which means treatment is required because E. coli is too high for direct human consumption. Levels of
32

SEA topic

Population
and human
health

Problems and issues
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in biota (such as plaice) are at unacceptably high levels in several parts of the CMR. Some industries
can discharge effluent directly into the marine environment, and although licenses are granted for this activity, the cumulative impact
of this is not known. In some cases, the effects of discharge can be localised. For example, nutrient enrichment and deoxygenation can
occur under fish farm cages or as a result of eutrophication from agricultural run-off in a particular area, which can adversely impact
marine organisms. Marine vessels can contribute to pollutants in the marine and coastal environment through the use of antifoulants.
In addition, sewage discharge from marine toilets can impact on water quality and contribute to marine litter.
Activities and developments taking place in the marine and coastal environment can contribute to noise pollution. The aquaculture
industry uses Acoustic Deterrent Devices to deter seals from fish cages. There is concern on the effect that regular exposure to these
devices has on the hearing and behaviour of animals, in particular marine mammals.
Communities and populations can be impacted negatively by a poor or low quality environment. Water quality especially can be linked
to human health and impact most significantly during recreational activities – bathing, diving and sailing. Bathing water classifications
from 2018/19 show three out of 14 bathing waters to be in poor condition: Ayr (south beach), Heads of Ayr and Irvine. Areas of the
CMR where hazardous substances have left a historic legacy and areas of shellfish farming impact the surrounding environment’s
ability to provide provisioning services. Litter in coastal and marine areas also has a negative impact on people’s enjoyment of the
environment.
The Region is home to many industries providing jobs and economic activity. Core marine sectors include shipping and transport, sea
fisheries and aquaculture with ancillary marine sectors including fisheries and aquaculture fish processing and sport, recreation and
tourism. Across the core marine sectors there has been a decline in employment across the CMR between 2012 -2017. Economic
activity in the ancillary sectors is driven by sport, recreation and tourism. While employment grew from 2010 to 2013, it has since
suffered a decline post 2013.

Sediments,
marine
geology and
coastal

According to the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, in the CMR, within Glasgow and Renfrewshire there is a high concentration of
the most deprived areas. Campbeltown, Ayr, Girvan, Troon, Saltcoats, Ardrossan, Stevenson, Kilwinning, Rothesay, Dunoon, Gourock,
Port Glasgow, Dumbarton, Clydebank, Helensburgh and Lochgilphead all have communities which fall into the most deprived 20%.
Ferry and road links offer important connections to island and rural coastal communities with the rest of the Region. Industries
operating in rural and sometimes isolated communities provide important socio-economic activity for these areas.
Development and expansion of breakwaters, jetties and marinas can include land reclamations and can lead to disturbance of the
seabed and coastline. Subsequently, this may lead to a change in erosion and accretion patterns. The Clyde estuary coast has been
morphologically altered due to the construction of quay walls, industrial, residential and transport infrastructure developments. This
limits the ability of the natural coastline (saltmarsh, mudflats, and sand dunes) to protect coastal areas from storm damage and to
33

SEA topic
processes

Problems and issues
adapt to sea-level rise. Some areas exist that may be suitable for managed realignment. The decreasing extent of saltmarsh impacts the
provision of waste breakdown, wave energy reduction, protection against erosion and carbon sequestration.
The shingle features at South Coast of Arran SSSI are notified as ‘Unfavourable’ due to localised undergrazing and bracken
encroachment. Shingle at Ballantrae shingle beach SSSI has been notified ‘Unfavourable declining’ due to nutrient enrichment through
stock feeding. Both of these natural and anthropogenic influences affect shingle dynamics. A management review is in progress and
stock feeding has currently stopped.
Sand dunes at Troon Golf Links and Foreshore SSSI and Western Gailes SSSI are currently ‘Unfavourable’ condition due to the long-term
lack of grazing which has resulted in long-term habitat diversity loss and encroachment by native and non-native scrub. Scrub
management by the golf course has restored some dune grassland and further measures are under discussion. The condition at
Western Gailes is as a result of unauthorised beach cleaning, which has now ceased.

Water

At Girvan to Ballantrae Coast SSSI the Ordovician Igneous feature is currently notified as ‘Unfavourable’ (no change) due to illegal
tipping and coastal defence works. These are considered to no longer be affecting the feature condition.
The Clyde estuary has historically been narrowed by land reclamation and deepened to allow access to ports. The decreased water
flow which has occurred as a result of this has led to layering of the water column and has contributed to the deoxygenation of the
Clyde estuary in the past. Since the 1970s, oxygen levels in the Clyde have been steadily improving to the point where the inner Clyde is
now able to support most ecosystem functions.
The majority of the coastal and estuarine water bodies in the CMR are classified as in ‘Good’ condition under the Water Environment
and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003. A few are currently classified as ‘Moderate’ largely as a result of point source discharges and
modifications to the bed, banks or shores of the water bodies as a result of land uses and navigation. SEPA continues to work with
partners to deliver GEcS or GEcP. Water bodies in the south Bute to east of Arran corridor have highlighted concerns until very recently
over the condition of benthic invertebrates which provide nutrient cycling services.
There are additional designations for shellfish growing waters to ensure shellfish products are safe to consume. There are six SWPAs
within the CMR and all were classified as in ‘Fair’ condition from 2011-2014, except Loch Long which was classified as ‘Insufficient’ for
that period. The objective is for all to reach a ‘Good’ condition.
Levels of oxygen within the inner and outer Clyde estuary are improving. The inner Clyde is now reaching levels which will support most
ecological processes. Generally there has been improvement over the last 5 years in the water quality of bathing waters, although
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SEA topic

Air

Climatic
factors

Material
assets
Cultural
heritage

8

Problems and issues
diffuse pollution and combined sewer overflows at certain points in Ayrshire exceed the capacity of plants and micro-organisms to
assimilate, buffer or process faecal contaminants. This prevents effective waste processing and water purification services. Marine
litter is an increasing problem on the shoreline and can have an impact on ecosystem services. It can lead to a loss of amenities for
local residents and detrimentally impact tourism and recreational activities. Careful planning of development should provide increased
opportunities for tourism, recreation, education and research in the coastal zone.
Some types of marine- and coastal-based industry, such as transport or shipping can have localised effects on air quality. The National
Atmospheric Emissions Inventory maps emissions data for 20158. It highlights that nitrogen dioxide, compared to the rest of the
Region, is high along the shipping lane leading from the inner Firth out towards the Clyde Sea Sill and Northern Ireland. It is recorded as
between 0.3-1 and 1-25 t/1x1km here. Similarly, sulphur dioxide is noted in high concentration compared to other parts of the Region
(0.1-0.5 t/1x1km). There are some coastal point sources of sulphur dioxide around Gare Loch, Inverclyde and the North Ayrshire
coastline. Particulate matter greater than 2.5 µm and less than 0.1 µm is highest (0.2-1 t/1x1km) in the Region in Glasgow,
Renfrewshire and Inverclyde and parts of North Ayrshire when looking at total emissions across all sectors. A few point sources along
the coast are noted for particulate matter, including industrial sites and crematoriums.
The greater Glasgow area, Inverclyde, Gare Loch and the North Ayrshire coastline show high concentrations, compared to other parts
of the CMR coastline for various pollutants including arsenic, benzene, cadmium, carbon monoxide and the pollutants noted above.
Under a low emissions scenario, sea-level rise around the Clyde is extremely likely to be in the range of 0.07 m to 0.48 m. Under a highemissions scenario, this range is likely to be 0.29 m to 0.88 m. There may be opportunities around the Clyde for alternative ‘greening
the grey infrastructure’ or bioengineering solutions that could be utilised as part of existing or future hard engineering. Some
infrastructure, e.g. Bowling railway station, would currently appear to be at risk from sea-level rise and increased flooding. The
National Flood Risk Assessment undertaken by SEPA concluded that coastal flooding, from a combination of high tides and stormy
conditions, currently accounts for approximately 17% of all predicted impacts in Scotland. It also identified Potentially Valuable Areas
which around the Clyde include parts of the Argyll & Bute, Inverclyde and North and South Ayrshire Coastline, particularly around the
inner Firth.
In terms of natural material assets, there are oil and gas reserves within the CMR, although there are currently no plans to exploit these
and endeavours to do so would be in contradiction with climate change mitigation targets. Manganese nodules are found just below
the surface of the sea bed in many of the sea lochs. Commercial extraction of these has not proved worthwhile to date.
The water quality issues noted above can affect people’s ability to enjoy the coastal and marine environment within the CMR. Concerns
over declining trends in numbers of key apex predators (e.g. cetaceans, sharks, skates, rays and seabirds) may impact the wildlife
tourism sector, as has happened to the sea angling sector. The CMR is home to a variety of cultural and historical assets, both on the

http://naei.beis.gov.uk/emissionsapp/
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SEA topic

Landscapeseascape

Problems and issues
coast and underwater. The main issue and threat to the protection of this heritage is the potential impact of developments and
activities to unknown artefacts. Developers and those carrying out activities need to be aware of the potential to disturb and damage
submerged and obscured artefacts; especially around areas where there is known heritage.
The CMR is unique in the Scottish coast in terms of the amount and expanse of sea broadly contained by the mainland. There is a
complexity and variety of seascapes which, coupled with industry and coastal development, have contributed to the natural and
cultural landscape much appreciated by locals and visitors to the CMR. The seascape and landscape character of the CMR has aesthetic
properties that have inspired a wealth of literature and art, and form part of the Region’s cultural heritage.
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5. Sustainability Appraisal-Strategic Environmental Assessment results
The results below are a summary of the main findings of the assessment of the Plan’s objectives and
policies. The detailed assessment matrices can be found in full in Appendix 3.
The assessment recognises that all activities and developments have the potential to cause negative
impacts on the natural environment; however overall, no major negative impacts were identified.
This is due to the structure of both the NMP and RMP, which present cross-cutting policies to be
adhered to alongside (NMP) or in advance of (RMP) sectoral policies, reducing the likelihood of any
damaging or detrimental impacts on the natural environment. The objectives and policies of the
CRMP pre-consultation draft have been developed in line with the NMP, which is based on a
framework of sustainable development. In addition to this, the cross-cutting General Policies of the
NMP work to prevent or reduce adverse impacts of developments and activities on the coastal and
marine environment. A number of the NMP General Policies support good governance, co-existence
of various activities and promoting socio-economic benefits. These set an overarching framework,
through which sectoral policies are implemented.
The structure of the CRMP pre-consultation draft reflects the structure of the NMP. The CRMP
General Policies must be adhered to in advance of the Sector policies. Furthermore, the ‘All sectors –
general policy’ chapter promotes appropriate consultation with all stakeholders and the public,
multiple use of infrastructure and various other measures which can act to reduce conflict between
activities and promote shared use of resources and space. Where the assessment identified negative
impacts, mitigation measures have also been identified, or the policies have been adjusted. The
cross-cutting chapters of the CRMP are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Climate Change
Historic Environment
Landscape/Seascape
Coastal Processes, Coastal Flood and
Storm Damage Alleviation

5. Natural Heritage
6. Non-Native Species
7. Marine Litter

This process has highlighted the importance of the inter-relatedness of both the NMP and the RMP
and in particular, General Policies 1-4 of the NMP, and the relevance they have, to mitigate potential
negative impacts identified on the Marine Economy and Society topics within the assessment. The
policies are around: a presumption in favour of sustainable development, and sustainable
development and use which provides economic and social benefit to Scottish communities and the
co-existence of sectors and activities.
The assessment found that where there is a positive impact on the SEA (environmental) topics, this
largely has a positive impact for society. Similarly, the positive impacts promote sustainable
development, which ensures the protection and longevity of the natural resources which many
marine sectors rely on to operate. Some of the objectives and policies can result in short term
negative impacts, many show mixed impacts. Uncertain impacts mainly arise where the specific
nature of developments and activities is not known.
Throughout the process of carrying out the SA-SEA, changes were proposed to the objectives and
policies to reduce negative impacts. These are noted in the table in Appendix 5. It is noteworthy that
there are not many major detrimental impacts noted from the proposed objectives and policies. This
is for the reasons noted above, but is also in part likely due to the fact that consideration of the
impacts of the objectives and policies was built into the format and process of workshops and
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discussions with stakeholder groups, which were used as a starting point for developing the preconsultation draft.
Section 4 identifies the existing issues and problems for the SEA topics noted below. The potential
impacts of sectoral activities and developments are noted within the assessment matrices in
Appendix 3 and within the CMRA.

5.1. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
The objectives for this topic are:
1. Conserve and enhance the integrity of ecosystems, their interactions and the benefits they provide.
2. Prevent damage to important biological sites and protected species, including the benefits they
provide.
3. Ensure “Good Environmental Status” and “Good Ecological Status” of the Clyde Marine Region is
achieved - meeting the requirements of the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) and the Water
Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 and sustaining the benefits of natural processes
and resources.

The policies of the general section are all found to have a positive or neutral impact on biodiversity,
flora and fauna. Except for objective CC 1, policy CC 1 and policy CP 3 where, if it is the case that
managed realignment or flood defences are considered the most appropriate adaptation activity,
this could lead to habitat change. The impacts of these interventions is dependent on the locality,
type and size of any proposals and the assessment assumes that adverse impacts on biodiversity,
flora and fauna will been mitigated through existing consent processes, and supported by any
required underlying assessments.
Many objectives and policies within the general section were found to result in positive or major
positive impacts for biodiversity, flora and fauna. This is driven by the vision, aims and guiding
principles of the CRMP, and following the framework of the NMP. The chapters where the
assessment identified positive impacts in particular include:







Climate change and Coastal Processes – these objectives and policies drive mitigation
and adaptation activity, through seeking to support/prevent damage to carbon sinks,
through strengthening/replacing flood defences or protection the dynamic nature of the
coastal zone and its capacity to deal with flooding and sea-level rise, as some examples.
This has wider benefits for biodiversity, flora and fauna, whether through aiming to
reduce the impacts of climate change or as a result of strengthening resilience to its
impacts.
Natural Heritage – this chapter in particular, seeks to support the delivery of the policies
within the NMP, and increase the level of enhancement to habitats and species. This
chapter also promotes furthering our knowledge and data on marine and coastal natural
features, enabling identification of opportunities for enhancement. This chapter also
seeks to support engagement of local people and visitors with the marine and coastal
environment.
Non-Native Species – these policies recognise the threat of non-native species and aim
to reduce the risk they present to biodiversity, flora and fauna through promoting best
practice and improving knowledge on the impacts.
Marine Litter – this poses a number of threats to biodiversity, flora and fauna such as
ingestion, strangulation, accumulation in coastal and marine sediments and the policies
within this chapter aim to support efforts to reduce and remove marine litter from the
marine and coastal environment, ultimately leading to benefits for biodiversity and flora.

The assessment identified the impacts of the General Sectors chapter as neutral or positive as they
promote sustainable development, multiple use of the marine and coastal environment and
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supports consideration of wider environmental impacts across sectors. There are uncertainties
related to the general nature of objective SEC 1 and Policy SEC 3, and these are related to having
adequate infrastructure in the region to support sectors and are quite broad in nature. Specific
impacts will become evident and be mitigated as required at the project level.
The objectives and policies within the Sea Fisheries chapter are found to have a major positive,
positive or neutral impact on biodiversity, flora and fauna. They support the aspiration to achieve a
sustainable, diverse and resilient ecosystem which supports a diverse fisheries sector within the
region. They also support a collaborative approach to fisheries management, in conjunction with the
West Coast Regional Inshore Fisheries Group and an improved understanding of fish and shellfish
stocks, as well as improved understanding of habitats which are important to fish and shellfish.
The impacts identified from the Aquaculture chapter on biodiversity, flora and fauna are largely
neutral, as the objectives and policies drive operators to have cognisance of and follow Scottish
Government and Local Authority guidance, which is already in place, or anticipated to come into
force in the future, and does not provide additional benefits. Where impacts are positive, this is
related to policies which promote research and development initiatives which support the
sustainable development and reduce the environmental impact of the sector.
Within the Sports, recreation and tourism chapter, the impact on biodiversity is largely positive and
the chapter promotes knowledge amongst sport, recreation and tourism operators and participants
to consider the impact of their activities on the marine and coastal environment. Specifically, Policy
SRT 3 considers events for recreational motorised vessels and requires organisers to undertake
appropriate steps to reduce the negative impacts associated with such activities. Policy SRT 4 can
have a positive impact on general awareness and knowledge of the natural environment which can
in turn contribute to the conservation and enhancement of habitats and species and contribute to
the integrity of ecosystems. Policy SRT 5 drives operators to ensure staff are adequately trained to
comply with best practice guidance, drawing attention to measures that can reduce or mitigate
negative impacts from sport, recreation and tourism related activities.
The impacts of the objectives and policies of the Shipping, Ports, Harbours and Ferries chapter are
mixed. The impact of objective SHIP 1, policy SHIP 1, 3 and 4 (this policy has mixed impacts) are
neutral. The assessment acknowledges the potential for these policies to result in negative effects;
however these are mitigated by policies within the General Policies and All sectors – general policy
chapters of this Plan. Some impacts are uncertain (for objective SHIP 2 and policy SHIP 2 and 6 (this
policy has mixed impacts) as this is dependent on the nature of work (e.g. project size, type of
structures) and the location and type of construction undertaken. Objective SHIP 3, 4, 5 and policies
SHIP 5 and 6 are noted as having positive impacts as they contribute to climate change mitigation
and environmental enhancement.
Within the Defence chapter, the assessment identifies the objectives and policies as having a neutral
impact, the aim of the chapter is positive and promotes integration of the Ministry of Defence with
the RMP, the impact is not considered positive as the nature of the Ministry of Defence’s operations
within the Clyde is outwith the scope of natural enhancement, and so the impact is considered
neutral.
The Energy chapter is partly focused on reducing reliance on fossil fuels and promoting renewable
sources of energy. This is positive for biodiversity, flora and fauna as contributions to climate change
mitigation efforts can reduce the overall impacts of climate change on biodiversity, flora and fauna.
However the construction of renewable energy sources has the potential to have a negative impact,
and some policies were noted as having an uncertain impact – this would be dependent on location,
type and size of any renewable construction.

39

The impact of the aggregates chapter was identified as neutral, due to the context of these policies
in the light of other sections of this Plan and the NMP.

5.2. Population and human health
The objective for this topic is:
4. Ensure healthy ecosystems – biodiversity and geodiversity - are seen as an essential part of supporting
human health and wellbeing.

The assessment reflects that where there are positive impacts on biodiversity, flora and fauna, this
can result in positive impacts for population and human health, similarly where the effect on
biodiversity, flora and fauna is neutral or negative; this is also the case for population and human
health. The Natural Heritage chapter in particular identifies a number of major positive impacts.
Positive impact on population and human health is usually also associated with a positive impact on
water and sediments, geology and coastal processes. This illustrates the importance of the health of
the natural environment and the benefits and services it provides to supporting human health, and
indeed that humans are part of this system and rely on its healthy functioning to support our own
lives. Biodiversity, flora and fauna; sediments, water and air are the component parts of an
ecosystem, which can be defined as a community of interacting living organisms and their physical
environment. Ecosystems provide services which give benefits to people; these benefits make
human life possible and they also add to our quality of life and can include: food, water, fertiliser,
medicines, recreation, spiritual and cultural wellbeing, nutrient cycling, formation of habitats, carbon
storage, climate regulation and waste breakdown. The assessment findings for impacts on socioeconomics within the region are discussed below in section 5.10.

5.3. Sediments, marine geology and coastal processes
The objectives for this topic are:
5. Ensure ecosystems and their associated benefits are maintained and enhanced through sustainable
management of geodiversity and associated sediments, seabed and the natural processes supported by
these features.
6. Prevent damage to important geological sites including the benefits they provide.
7. Avoid exacerbating coastal erosion and to maintain the integrity of coastal processes and the benefits
they provide.
8. Ensure that the inherent capacity of the natural environment to cope with flooding is not detrimentally
affected.

The objectives and policies of the Climate Change chapter present mixed impacts for sediments,
marine geology and coastal processes. This is largely related to the types of adaptation activity
undertaken (e.g. managed realignment which may impact sediment dynamics), to the potential of
and marine developments to contribute to climate change adaptation, and any potential benefits
that may result from these on sediments. Objective CC 2 and policy CC 2 which seek to protect and
where possible enhance carbon sinks can result in benefits to sediments and coastal processes.
Within the Coastal Processes chapter, objective CP 1, Policy CP 1, 4 acknowledge the dynamic nature
of coastal processes and that developments and activities should be developed to accommodate
this. In addition, current developments and activities should be resilient to the dynamic nature of
the coast including the impacts of climate change. This approach can avoid exacerbating coastal
erosion and maintain the integrity of coastal processes and the benefits they provide. Objective CP 1
also ensures that the inherent capacity of the natural environment to cope with flooding is not
detrimentally affected. The policies have a positive impact as they require developments and
activities to consider the sustainable management of geodiversity and the ecosystems services they
provide (such as seabed habitats and physical features and the natural processes supported by these
features) and to consider the dynamic nature of marine and coastal sediments. They also highlight
the need to consider future projections for sea-level rise, flooding, wave overtopping impacts, Flood
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Risk Management plans, shoreline management plans, any wider implications that the
development/activity would have on flooding or coastal erosion and protection of natural features
which hold capacity to cope with flooding. Although some of these aspects are a consideration in
existing processes/legislations/protections, bringing them together within this section of the Plan
allows for a strategic consideration of all the potential impacts on sediments, geology and coastal
processes and conversely how these processes can impact on a development/activity. This can aid
better planning and decision-making.
The Historic Environment and Landscape/Seascape chapters identified the impacts on sediments,
marine geology and coastal processes as neutral. Positive impacts were identified through the
Natural Heritage, Non-Native Species and Marine Litter chapters.
Assessment of the sectoral policies identified many positive impacts. Examples of this include
Objective FISH 1 which supports sustainable, diverse and resilient ecosystems to support a
sustainable fishing industry which can provide benefits for seabed habitats and the overall integrity
of the seabed or objective AQUA 2 which can drive the contribution to research and development
initiatives which support sustainable development of the sector. Where an objective or policy
supports activities that could lead to construction or works in the marine and coastal environment
(e.g. ensure infrastructure can adequately support sectors, laying cables) impacts are identified as
uncertain, this is the case of objective SEC 1 and policies SEC 2 and 3.

5.4. Water
The objective for this topic is:
9. Ensure “Good Environmental Status” and “Good Ecological Status” of the Clyde Marine Region is
achieved - meeting the requirements of the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) and the Water
Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 and sustaining the benefits of natural processes
and resources.

The assessment found that the policies and objectives of the general section of the Plan would have
mainly positive, and some neutral impacts on achieving the objective for water. The policies and
objectives seek to support efforts around the region to maintain or achieve the ambitions of the
Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) and the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act
2003. The policies of the General section drive protection and where possible enhancement of the
natural environment and this has positive or neutral impacts on water quality. Within this section,
any negative impacts identified are short term and temporary, for example in policy CP 3, the
installation of new or replacement flood defences and coastal erosion and flooding alleviation works
may have a detrimental impact on water quality and may cause hydrological alterations. This impact
is also dependent on type and location of any flood defences or coastal erosion and flood alleviation
works.
Taken together, the policies within the all sectors – general and sectoral chapters are aiming to
achieve sustainable development, and so result in a positive or neutral impact on water. Objectives
SEC 1, policy SEC 2, SEC 3 could result in increased construction or maintenance of infrastructure or
increased vessel movements and this could result in siltation that temporarily affects water quality.
Similarly objective SHIP 2 and policy SHIP 2 could result in increased movement of vessels carrying
marine structures increasing disturbance of sediments and turbidity in the water column, negatively
impacting water quality. The assessment found that these impacts were likely to be identified more
clearly at the project level, and existing processes would result in mitigation measures to reduce
adverse impacts.
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5.5. Air
The objectives for this topic are:
10. Avoid exacerbating poor air quality e.g. Air Quality Management Areas in coastal areas, sustaining the
benefits of natural resources and processes.

The majority of the objectives and policies within the General Section are noted as having a neutral
impact on achieving the objective noted above. There is an exception in Policy NH 7 which is broadly
focused on promoting activities which engage people in the natural heritage of the CMR to improve
their interest, awareness and knowledge of it, can lead to many positive and indirect (and potentially
diffuse and intangible) benefits across a range of SEA topics, including air. Objective SRT 3 provides
similar benefits.
Objective SEC 1, 2, Policy SEC 3 within the All sectors – general policies are noted as having an
uncertain impact. These relate to actions which could lead to increased activity in specific locations
(where there is multiple use of infrastructure), increased marine transport or construction,
maintenance and/or expansion of infrastructure within the region. These activities and/or
developments could lead to temporary, localised negative impacts on air quality, but this would be
dependent on the scale, type and location of any activities and/or developments. Policy SRT 1, 2,
objective SHIP 2, policy SHIP 2, objective ENCA 2 also have an uncertain impact for similar reasons.
Policy objective SHIP 3, which promotes improved connectivity and a move to more sustainable
transport could have a positive impact on air quality, as a reduction in use of fossil fuels could reduce
localised air pollution from particulate matter associated with using fossil fuels. Similarly, Objective
SHIP 4, could reduce bulk freight road traffic, and have a positive impact on localised air quality. SHIP
6 has mixed impacts; this policy supports licence applications which seek to upgrade shoreside
power facilities which can demonstrate a long-term contribution to the reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions. Objective ENCA 1 also seeks to reduce reliance on fossil fuels, and can reduce air
pollution.

5.6. Climatic factors
The objectives for this topic are:
11. Ensure that there is timely and commensurate Clyde regional contribution to climate change
mitigation.
12. Ensure that adaptation actions are taken into account to support the natural adaptive capacity of
systems in order to sustain the benefits of natural processes and resources.
13. Ensure that adaptation to climate change impacts (e.g. sea-level rise, coastal erosion and flooding) is
considered in developments and activities.

The CRMP aims to embed and drive activities, uses and developments of the marine and coastal
environment to consider and undertake climate change mitigation and adaptation activities as far as
possible. Delivery of this is focussed through the Climate Change chapter which must be adhered to
in advance of the sectoral policies, and also within the all sectors – general policy chapter. The
assessment of these policies found positive and major positive impacts to climatic factors. Overall
the effect of these policies is to drive developments and activities to actively minimise emissions of
greenhouse gases and adaptation activities, therefore contributing to wider climate change
mitigation and adaptation targets and protect and where possible enhance carbon sinks.
The Coastal Processes chapter is also important in delivering the objectives noted above, principally
in terms of climate change adaptation, and puts forward measures which promote adaptation to
climate change impacts, both with regard to protecting natural processes (such as flood
management processes) and considering climate change impacts in developments and activities to
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future-proof them against these impacts and safeguard their continued use. The assessment
identified indirect benefits from these policies on climate change mitigation.
The Natural Heritage Objectives and Policies also contribute to a positive impact on the objectives
for climatic factors. This chapter protects and where possible enhances natural heritage,
contributing to ecosystem health and strengthening the resilience of ecological networks to
withstand pressures and impacts related to climate change.
Objective ML 1 and policy ML 1 require marine and coastal related developments to contribute to a
circular economy which is based around the principals of minimising waste and making the most of
resources, this can contribute to the Regional overall efforts to contribute to climate change
mitigation.
Within the All sectors – general policies chapter the overall impact on climatic factors is uncertain –
objectives to ensure the region has adequate infrastructure could lead to the construction of new
infrastructure which has the potential to contribute to greenhouse gas emissions; however,
infrastructure could be built to be resilient to climate change impacts and therefore contribute to
the Region’s adaptation activities. This could also be the case for infrastructure
modifications/updates. It is anticipated that the majority of the negative impacts generated by such
activity are mitigated through the environmental protection policies within the NMP and the policies
within the General Policies chapter of this Plan. Objectives which promote multiple- use of
infrastructure, could lead to less infrastructure being constructed and therefore less greenhouse gas
emissions. Where sectoral chapters identified uncertain impacts, the assessment considers that any
adverse impacts (mainly related to construction, increased vessel movement etc.) are mitigated
through consideration of the climate change policy of the CRMP and the policies of the NMP. This is
the case for objective SHIP 2 and policy SHIP 2. Overall, the assessment shows that this chapter can
have a positive contribution to climatic factors, especially considering the aim of objective SIP 3
which supports a move to more sustainable transport, objective SHIP 4 which can support a
reduction in freight transport via road of timber, objective SHIP 5 which supports environmental
enhancements through the use of dredged material and policy SHIP 6, which states support for
infrastructure upgrades related to the powering of vessels to contribute to a reduction in
greenhouse gases.
A number of positive impacts were identified to climatic factors within the fisheries chapter. The
objective to supply local markets in particular can reduce greenhouse gas emissions through
supporting a reduction in food miles. Policy FISH 1 seeks to deliver scientific research and practical
measures to enable fisheries management to deliver improvements to the marine ecosystem. This
can include a better understanding of climate change impacts on fisheries, helping to inform
adaptation activities. This positive impact was also found as a result of objective AQUA 2, which
drives research and development initiatives to support the sustainable development of the
aquaculture sector.
Taken together the policies of the sport, recreation and tourism chapter result in benefits to climatic
factors, seeking to ensure that an increase in sport, recreation and tourism activities does not result
on adverse impacts to the natural environment, including minimising greenhouse gas emissions and
supporting adaptation to climate change impacts.
The policies of the energy chapter drive a reduction in the use of fossil fuels within the region,
contributing to climate change mitigation.
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5.7. Material assets
The objectives for this topic are:
14. Ensure natural resources are used efficiently and sustainably, delivering multiple benefits and working
in partnership with nature.

The assessment found that the policies and objectives of the Climate Change chapter are positive on
the whole for material assets as they seek to reduce climate change impacts and increase resilience
across the region to the impacts of climate change. This is beneficial for material assets that are in
particular vulnerable to flooding, sea-level rise, or changes in temperature. Similarly, the coastal
processes chapter also found benefits for material assets, as this section promotes and protects the
use of natural flood defence mechanisms, and this can in places also provide protection for certain
material assets. This is also the case for the Natural Heritage chapter, where it is the case that
natural heritage features can contribute to flood protection as this chapter seeks to protect and
enhance the natural heritage where possible.
Non-Native Species can be destructive and damaging to infrastructure, restricting its use and even
causing damage. The Non-Native Species chapter seeks to reduce the threat posed by non-native
species and as such can provide benefits to marine assets.
The impacts on material assets from Historic Environment and Landscape/Seascape chapters were
found to be neutral.
With regards to the sectoral policies, the objectives and policies of the: Sea Fisheries, Aquaculture,
Defence and Aggregates chapter was neutral. The All sectors- general policies chapter found neutral
or uncertain impacts in some cases, but overall promotes adequate infrastructure within the region,
which could result in improvements to built material assets.
Similarly within the Sport, Recreation and Tourism chapter many policies had a neutral or uncertain
impact, however overall when taken together with the preceding chapters, where the policies
encourage increased use or multiple use hubs for marine sport and recreation, this can have a
positive impact on material assets by ensuring they are used efficiently and sustainably, delivering
multiple benefits and working in partnership with nature. The assessment found similar results for
the Shipping, Ports, Harbours and Ferries chapter - uncertain impacts were identified and in some
cases policies could result in negative impacts to material assets if ports and harbours need to be
expanded/adjusted to accommodate construction, servicing and decommissioning of marine
structures, e.g. natural flood prevention processes. However, taken together and with the policies
of the All Sectors – General Policies chapter, impacts are likely to be neutral or positive.
The results of the Energy chapter were mixed, but on the whole positive as these policies can reduce
climate change impacts in the long term, resulting in benefits to material assets that could be
vulnerable to climate change impacts.

5.8. Cultural heritage
The objectives for this topic are:
15. Protect and where appropriate enhance the historic marine environment and the benefits it provides.
16. Avoid damaging known and unknown coastal and marine archaeology and the benefits it provides.
17. Avoid adversely impacting on the character and setting of historic sites and buildings and the benefits
they provide.

The ambition of the Historic Environment chapter is to protect and where appropriate enhance the
cultural heritage of the region, and so the objective and policies in this section provide benefits to
the regional heritage. Within Climate Change and Coastal Processes chapters, policies CP 3, CP 4
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were found to have indirect positive impacts on cultural heritage, these policies seek to reduce the
risk presented by climate change by enhancing the capacity of carbon sinks, installing flood
defences, coastal erosion and flood alleviation works. Protection or enhancement works undertaken
through adaptation activities may result in enhanced protection of coastal and marine cultural and
historic assets from storm surges, flooding and coastal erosion. These benefits are also apparent
through Natural Heritage objectives 1&2. It is anticipated that any use of space which would result in
negative effects would be considered at the project-level within existing consenting processes and
be mitigated in this way.
The objectives and policies of the Non-Native Species chapter also present positive benefits to
cultural heritage in the Region. Some non-native species could damage or otherwise adverse impacts
from occurring to the character and setting of historic sites, archaeology, other features and the
benefits they provide, if they become established in, on or around them. The objective and policies
within this chapter aim to reduce the risk of non-native species becoming established. Marine litter
can also have an adverse aesthetic effect and the objectives and policies within the marine litter
chapter progress measures to reduce or remove marine litter from the environment have a positive
impact, reducing the negative aesthetic impact on cultural heritage.
Within the sectoral chapters, largely, the objectives and policies have a neutral impact on cultural
heritage, except where there may be activities and developments taking place which have the
potential to have negative or unknown impacts upon cultural heritage, especially where it is
unidentified. This includes: objective SEC 1, policies SEC 2, SEC 3 (uncertain impacts, but could lead
to more construction), objective SRT 1, policy SRT 2 (could also result in construction and increased
use), objective SHIP 2, policy SHIP 2, objective ENCA 2, policy ENCA 2 (construction, servicing and
decommissioning of marine structures which could potentially lead to damaging impacts). The
assessment identified that negative impacts would be more adequately identified at the project
level, and mitigated through existing consenting processes and supported by the Historic
environment chapter policy.
Positive impacts were identified under: objectives SEC 2&3 which reduced the need for construction
and encouraged increased involvement in consultation which can utilise local knowledge around
cultural heritage and better inform decision making; objective FISH 1 which seeks to support a wide
range of sustainable fishing opportunities, which can maintain and improve some local communities’
links to cultural heritage relating to fisheries, where the industry was historically larger/more active;
objective SRT 3 (indirectly positive) and policy SRT 1 which support increased engagement with,
knowledge, enjoyment of the natural and historic environment, this can drive greater awareness of
the benefits and services the historic environment provides and engender people to have a greater
commitment to its protection; policy DEF 1 provides benefits through Ministry of Defence
integration with the CRMP and objective ENCA 1 can contribute to reducing climate change impacts
on cultural heritage.

5.9. Landscape/Seascape
The objectives for this topic are:
18. Promote the protection of landscapes/seascapes and where possible avoid or minimise adverse effects
on landscapes/seascapes and the benefits they provide.

There are existing pressures on the landscape/seascape of the Region from many of the activities
and developments of the area, both at sea and on the coast. Many existing processes are in place to
manage the impact of these, and mitigate for negative impacts. The assessment reflects that these
existing processes will still factor in the management and mitigation of negative impacts identified
from the objectives and policies. The assessment finds that the Landscape/seascape chapter results
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in positive impacts for this topic, and seeks to support the delivery of the NMP policies and
contribute to the protection and enhancement of landscape/seascape around the region.
Policies within the coastal processes chapter can result in indirect positive effects on the
landscape/seascape as any adaptation activity carried out by developments/infrastructure renewal
may offer an associated level of protection from climate change impacts, such as sea-level rise, to
the landscape/seascape. This is dependent on the location of any developments and the type of
adaptation activity carried out.
Similarly for other environmental topics, there may be an impact on landscapes/seascapes where
construction of new infrastructure/facilities is undertaken or to aims develop connectivity and
transport networks are put forward. This is facilitated through objective SEC 1 and policy SEC 2 and
SEC 3 but taken together with objective SEC 2 the need for construction or maintenance of
infrastructure can be reduced as this objective promotes the multiple use of infrastructure where
possible. This section must be taken in advance of the sectoral policies and so, along with the
Landscape/Seascape chapter, mitigates the similar negative impacts identified in: objective SRT 1,
objective SRT 2, policy SRT 2, policy AQUA 3, objective SHIP 2, and policy SHIP 2, objective ENCA 2.

5.10. Socio-economic factors
The objectives for this topic are:
19. Support the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Clyde Marine Region across a range
of sectors and business sizes.
20. Ensure the sustainable use of the Clyde Marine Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of
marine sectors.
21. Protect marine assets (such as mineral assets) in the Clyde Marine Region, maintaining the potential to
utilise them in the future.
22. Remove or avoid barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities.
23. Safeguard and/or create jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine economy across
new or existing sectors and that support/provide benefits to coastal communities within the Clyde
Marine Region.
24. Maintain or improve accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities.
25. Promote access to coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation.
26. Support a reduction in the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and promote equality for all
communities.
27. Contribute to communities’ sense of place, including protection of and access to marine-related
heritage.
28. Maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both
in terms of access and quality of experience.

The marine economy and society of the CMR face existing pressures, and these include: employment
(particularly in remote coastal areas and for some island communities) and job opportunities,
potential for conflict between sectors, competition for space and accessibility and connectivity for
remote and island communities. The vision, aims and guiding principles of the draft CRMP seek to
support sustainable development within the region which in turn supports productive and thriving
coastal communities, while allowing nature to flourish and protecting the natural resources on
which many marine industries rely. This goal can present tensions between economic productivity
and environmental protection and enhancement. However the policies of the NMP overall, support
sustainable development and the CRMP contributes to this marine management framework.
Broadly speaking, the assessment finds that many of the policies can have mixed effects on the
marine economy – on the whole, the policies are positive for sustainable development and
protection of natural resources on which many industries and activities rely. Many policies have an
uncertain impact on creating and/or safeguarding jobs and on barriers to new marine enterprises. In
46

many cases there are short term negative impacts related to increased operational time and cost
(e.g. for the implementation of training, new infrastructure or ways of operating to adopt best
practice approaches), but this is balanced by long-term benefits associated to moving towards
sustainable development and ensuring that activities and uses of the marine and coastal
environment do not affect its capacity to provide ecosystem services and benefits.
Where there is a negative or uncertain impact on safeguarding and or creating jobs, this has a
connection to societal factors and can impact on a community’s sense of place and not supporting a
reduction in poverty. Impacts on the marine and coastal natural environment also impact on some
of the objectives for society – especially around contributing to a community’s sense of place, access
to marine related heritage and maintaining or improving the experiences of recreational users.
Where policies encourage or support increased activity, there is potential for this to cause conflict
between sectors for space and resources or in presenting barriers to new marine enterprises.
The assessment acknowledges that all activities and uses of the marine and coastal environment
have the potential to negatively impact the SEA topics. These are mitigated through the policies of
the NMP and the General Policies section of the CRMP. There is also the potential for there to be
negative impacts between sectors – for example through conflict for use of space and competition
over use of infrastructure. The all sectors – general policy chapter seeks to address some of these
issues and it is anticipated that consideration of NMP general policies 1-4 will be of particular
relevance in mitigating negative impacts (such as those noted above) on the marine economy and
society. Also important will be the detail provided on project type, location, etc., at project level,
which will make clearer some of the potential impacts on marine economy and society, and the
existing licensing and consent processes which can mitigate the potential negative impacts
identified.
Specific impacts of each of the chapters of the draft CRMP on society and economy are laid out in
the following paragraphs:
Within the Climate Change chapter, there were mixed impacts on the marine economy. Impacts can
be negative depending on the nature of the development of adaptation activity taken forward as a
result of these policies. This may increase barriers to marine enterprise as a result of ongoing costs
related to minimising greenhouse gas emissions, for example through the use of new technologies.
Impacts can also be positive, as the chapter supports sustainable development, protects natural
resources and the long-term viability of the sectors. For society, impacts overall were found to be
positive as it ensures development and activities are minimising the contribution to climate change
and also supports adaptation activities to develop resilience to climate change impacts. It ensures
that any development or activity which relates to the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and
island communities that may be impacted by climate change in the future will be maintained and
that recreational access and quality of experience is also maintained.
The Historic Environment chapter does not introduce new measures to those already in place
neither through terrestrial legislation/policy nor through the NMP policies to protect cultural
heritage below MHWS. The impact to the marine economy is considered neutral. The impact was
found to be positive for society, as it promotes the protection of cultural heritage assets,
contributing to a community’s sense of place and the overall heritage of the region.
The impact of the Landscape/seascape chapter was found to be positive to the marine economy.
The objectives and policies do not provide anything new to existing licensing/consenting processes,
but it widens the consideration of the regional landscape/seascape characteristics, adding to existing
guidance and protecting landscape/seascape resources in the CMR. The chapter was found to have a
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positive impact for society as nationally and locally important landscape/seascape contribute to a
community’s sense of place and maintain or improve the experience of recreational users of the
marine and coastal environment, in terms of quality of experience.
The Coastal Processes chapter overall, with consideration of the NMP policies, has a positive impact
on the marine economy as it encourages the incorporation of consideration of climate change
impacts and broader environmental considerations into planning and decision-making. It promotes
the sustainable use of the region’s natural resources to support the long-term viability of marine and
coastal developments and activities, ensuring they are resilient to the impacts of climate change and
taking into account coastal processes and dynamics. It is unclear if the objectives and policies will
remove or avoid barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities and there may be extra, initial
costs involved in taking these factors into consideration; however, this could be offset by the
benefits provided by improving the overall longevity of uses, activities or developments by
improving their resilience to climate change impacts. The impact is also unclear on safeguarding
and/or creating jobs. There may also be costs around improving resilience to current coastal zone
developments and activities, however these too could be outweighed by improving adaptation to
climate change and long term resilience. For societal impact, this is found to be neutral or uncertain
for some objectives relating to connectivity, accessibility and in promoting access to coastal and
marine tourism. This will be dependent on the type of development or activity proposed. It is
anticipated that this chapter has a positive effect overall on contributing to a community’s sense of
place and can maintain and improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal
environment, particularly in areas vulnerable to flooding. It ensures developments and activities are
‘future-proofed’ (as far as possible) to any climate change impacts, so that the uses/services these
developments may provide to communities are protected into the future. Any positive effect is
dependent on the type and context of the development or activity.
Impacts were also mixed for the Natural Heritage chapter, with similar results to the Climate Change
chapter. Some of the objectives and policies can negatively impact on the marine economy, as they
can limit areas where businesses operate, or present other constraints on operations such as the
need for taking into account additional considerations (e.g. objectives NH 1 & NH 2 and policy NH 1
and NH 2). Whereas objective NH 3 found positive benefits only for the marine economy improving/supporting knowledge gathering can support the development of a sustainable marine
economy by contributing to the knowledge base of natural heritage features, this can help guide
appropriate placements of marine and coastal developments and activities. This supports sectors in
the long term and ensures that growth of the marine economy is undertaken in a sustainable way.
Policies NH 3-7 all found positive impacts, as they support the sustainable use of the region’s
resources through various mechanisms such as following best practice guidance, further data
collection and knowledge sharing and engaging with people. These measures promote the
development of a sustainable marine economy.
The Non-Native Species chapter highlights that there are short-term operational costs related with
implementing some of the measures identified in this chapter, however these can result in longterm benefits to businesses which can be affected by non-native species. Overall this chapter
supports the sustainable development of the region by protecting both habitats which some
businesses may rely on and infrastructure and machinery important to some business operations.
The chapter has a positive impact on society, for these reasons and the natural heritage benefits
provided.
Both positive and negative impacts were identified in the Marine Litter chapter. There may be
additional costs for some sectors of the marine economy; ensuring that structures and
developments do not contribute to marine litter or putting in place best practice measures to
48

prevent the accidental release of plastic nurdles, flakes and pellets may lead to additional
construction, maintenance and/or operational costs. It is not clear if this will create barriers for new
marine enterprise opportunities or have an impact on safeguarding and/or creating jobs that
support new or existing sectors. This chapter has a positive impact for society.
Overall the All sectors – general chapter is positive for the marine economy as it promotes efficient
operations (which could result in cost savings) within some sectors that rely on marine and coastal
infrastructure. The chapter supports the development of a sustainable marine economy, protects
marine assets and maintains the potential to utilise them in the future. It can also remove barriers to
new marine enterprise opportunities and may also safeguard or create jobs – though this is
uncertain. The assessment does acknowledge that multiple use of infrastructure can result in some
minor negative impacts to the marine economy; for example, if certain infrastructure was in high
demand, there could be operational delays. For these reasons, there may also be mixed impacts on
safeguarding and/or creating jobs. Objective SEC 3 specifies consideration of the impact on current
use, which may require marine enterprises to spend more time on the consultation process and
subsequently address concerns around how current use may be affected. Although this requires
more time and consideration, this approach is positive as it supports a more informed and inclusive
consultation process which can improve the nature of developments and activities and efficiency of
use by multiple sectors.
On the whole the Sea Fisheries chapter was found to have a positive impact on the marine economy
as it promotes the sustainable development of the industry, facilitates information gathering to
inform management and planning decisions, supports better planning, collaborative working and
seeks to reduce conflict. These measures may introduce some operational costs e.g. implementing
tracking on vessels, but the assessment finds the long-term benefits to be positive. The impacts are
also positive for society; supporting the fishing industry into the future can also support the local
communities where this takes place. A productive fishing industry can also improve a community’s
sense of place; this in turn can indirectly result in positive impacts to tourism in such areas.
Promoting opportunities to supply local and other markets can develop people’s awareness of the
resources and benefits available from the local marine environment, and this factor can also
improve a sense of place and provide benefits to tourism. The chapter, through promoting a diverse
and sustainable fishing industry, can help to support a reduction in poverty and social exclusion in
rural areas where livelihood options can be limited.
The Aquaculture chapter is on the whole positive for the marine economy. There may be associated
operational costs related to implementing sustainable development principles and limiting
operations to the carrying capacity of the Region, however, in the long-term, the impact of the
chapter is positive as it supports the sustainable development of the sector and the sustainable use
of the region’s resources.
Taken together the objectives and policies of the Sport, Recreation and Tourism chapter are positive
for the marine economy as it supports sustainable development of the sector. Benefits to society are
also clear and this chapter supports better connectivity and access to recreational opportunities and
resources.
The impacts of the objectives and policies of the Shipping, Ports, Harbours and Ferries chapter are,
overall positive as it supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the region. In
some cases it is unclear if objectives/policies will remove or avoid barriers to new marine enterprise
opportunities or if they will safeguard and/or create jobs. Some impacts are uncertain (for objective
SHIP 2 and Policy SHIP 2 and 6 as this is dependent on the nature of work (e.g. project size, type of
structures) and the location and type of construction undertaken. The impact is also positive for
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society, as the chapter has a positive impact on improving accessibility and connectivity of coastal
and island communities and promotes access to recreational resources.
Within the Defence chapter, the objective and policy promote the integration of Ministry of Defence
activity with the Plan and for operations within the Clyde to have due consideration of other marine
users and the marine environment. This is positive, but overall the impact is unclear as there is the
potential for some negative impacts if other marine activities are excluded or restricted from areas
where the Military of Defence is operating (there may be no change from the current situation). As
such, defence activities may impose barriers to new marine enterprise activities, though this is
unclear. Nonetheless, other activities have coexisted alongside defence activities for a long time (e.g.
agreements between the Military of Defence and some marine sectors like the fishing sector). This
chapter was found to have a neutral impact on society.
For Marine aggregates, the impacts of the chapter are mixed on the marine economy. It is worth
noting that this is not an industry which is currently operational within the region, but the inclusion
of this chapter in the Plan allows the future development of this sector in the region to be taken into
account. The chapter facilitates extraction of aggregates where necessary, enabling businesses to
carry out their operations. The conditions set out introduce some new operational and cost-related
considerations to what is already in place. It is difficult to determine the extent of the potential
negative impact to the marine economy on this, as they would need to be assessed on a case-bycase basis. This could have an impact on increasing barriers to marine enterprise opportunities or on
safeguarding and/or creating jobs, for this and other sectors where the activities of this sector can
cause disruption or displacement. The impact on society is found to be neutral.
In terms of the Energy, subsea cables and pipelines chapter, where renewable structures are placed
these could exclude, displace or reduce capacity for some marine enterprises to operate in some
areas. This is highlighted in the assessment for the Energy chapter and these negative impacts are
mitigated by NMP policies and the All sectors – general policy chapter. This industry could create
new enterprise opportunities and jobs. Overall the assessment finds that this chapter supports the
long term sustainable development of the region’s marine economy and while it may negatively
impact recreational users (dependant on project), benefits can also be realised through climate
change mitigation and potential jobs created. Negative impacts on other users can be mitigated
through consideration of policies of the NMP and policies within the All sectors- general policy
section.

5.11. Assessment of Alternatives
As noted in section 3, three alternatives were proposed through the process of developing the preconsultation draft plan and the interim SA-SEA report. These alternatives have been assessed against
the SA-SEA objectives, and tables presenting the detailed results are shown in Appendix 4. The
alternatives and a summary, of the assessment results are shown below:


No change/business as usual. The assessment indicates that this alternative would deliver a
positive or neutral impact on the SA-SEA topics; the existing planning framework provides
protection for these areas and opportunities for enhancement of the marine and coastal
environment and provides a framework which seeks to manage activities and/or
developments to ensure the sustainable development of the marine economy and society.
However, the existing legislative framework would not necessarily deliver as strong an
impact at a regional level as a RMP, particularly the NMP, as the policies within this are high
level and not location specific. Without the development of a RMP, there is no mechanism
for implementing regional considerations put forward in the NMP. As a result of not having a
RMP, the gap between national and regional decision-making processes represented by the
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RMP would not be filled. The process of developing a RMP entails taking into account
regional stakeholders’ knowledge, views and experiences and regional policies would be
developed on this local knowledge, which can help identify and address local issues and
importantly opportunities for positive impacts, particularly for society and the marine
economy. Public engagement opportunities in regional marine planning may also increase
the public’s understanding of coastal and marine issues in the Region, and enables their
involvement and contribution to the planning process.
Although the NMP does not prevent considerations of regional and local issues, the process
of regional marine planning allows for them to be fully incorporated and considered through
the development of regionally relevant policies. Regional marine planning also allows for
better linkages to be developed with terrestrial planning and decision-making at the regional
level. The RMP can lead to a more informed site selection process and reduced planning risk
and uncertainty. This benefit is supplemented by the fact that regional marine planning
allows consideration of issues to happen at a smaller ecosystem scale and regional/local
operational scale for businesses, developments and activities.


RMP which sets out spatially preferred locations for all types of marine activity taking into
consideration areas of constraint in terms of suitability, use by other sectors, areas
protected for nature conservation and habitat/species sensitivity. This alternative
identified the potential for overall positive effects as the approach sets out spatially
preferred locations for all types of marine and coastal activity and developments, taking into
consideration areas of constraint and sensitivity. Generally, this alternative provides many
benefits and positive impacts for the SEA topics (environmental factors). Within the Region
there is existing knowledge around PMFs, protected areas and species and areas of
constraint and habitat/species sensitivity, which are considered within existing licensing and
consent processes (e.g. EIAs). However, this has not been mapped for the entire Region and
so improving knowledge on areas noted above would lead to improved spatial management
and further benefits. In terms of the marine economy, this approach presents trade-offs and
can limit the scope of some activities and developments. It can also take into account
priority areas for the continuing operation of some sectors, highlighting their importance for
certain activities and therefore limiting alternative uses and/or development. Potential
negative impacts on the marine economy can lead to negative impacts on society, for
example through loss of jobs across some areas. However, this alternative could present
opportunities for job creation and associated benefits for society.
Concerns amongst sectoral stakeholders that this approach will limit their activities must
also be taken into account, as this can drive a lack of appetite for a spatial management
approach. These concerns could delay or hinder any potential benefits that may otherwise
emerge. The pre-consultation on the draft Plan may be able to inform this discussion. The
application of this alternative could be limited due to the large scale of the Region, and it
may not be feasible to implement this alternative within the existing timescale for the
development of the Regional Marine Plan. However, a scaled or prioritised approach could
be adopted and built upon with each iteration of the Plan if this alternative was favoured.



RMP which targets action on issues identified and contributes to delivery of the collective
vision and aims of regional stakeholders. This is done through the combined use of policy
relating to authorisations and consents, and policy relating to management. The
assessment shows that this alternative approach will result in positive impacts for all the SASEA topics, as the main factors for consideration in this alternative are the consideration of
regional issues and contributing to the delivery of the collective vision and aims of local
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stakeholders within the framework of the NMP. Bringing together existing legislation and
regulations, and introducing new measures to support decision making for areas where
there are particular issues serves to target action in an effective way, and contributes to
delivery of the aims and objectives of the NMP and the RMP. In combination with
management policies, which contribute to tackling issues through informal, unregulated use
and activities, the objectives and policies of the Plan address regional issues, ultimately
furthering protection and enhancement of protected features where appropriate and
contributing to the sustainable development of the marine economy.
The RMP is also in a position to communicate with and embed policies amongst a wide
range of regional stakeholders and coastal communities, particularly with regard to the
management policies, which will be applicable to many coastal communities and informal
users. Having this footing or link at a policy level can highlight opportunities for action and
empower local coastal communities to address issues which the region (and they
themselves) is experiencing. Having both approaches (policy related to licensing and
consents and policy relating to management) enables a ‘top down, bottom up’ approach to
dealing with, and resolving over time, issues being faced within the region. Whilst the overall
impact is assessed as positive, there is an element of capacity building amongst all users of
the CMR required in order to ensure implementation of the Plan across all activities. It
should also be noted that there would be no formal mechanism to ‘police’ the adoption of
the Plan by all users and there would be difficulties during the monitoring phase of the Plan
in terms of being able to measure the implementation of some of the management
initiatives directly. Whilst measurement of the overall objectives of the Plan is possible, it
will be difficult to attribute changes directly to management initiatives.
In summary, this approach can improve the efficiency of licence applications and consents
processes, aid in decision-making to help address regional issues and provide guidance and a
practical approach for informal users. The approach seeks to add value to the existing
framework created by the NMP and is built around the needs of the region. For these
reasons, it is the preferred approach.

5.12.
Cumulative effects
The assessment finds that the objectives and policies taken together will have an overall positive
impact on the SA-SEA topics and so the overall cumulative effect of the pre-consultation C RMP is
likely to be positive. This is due to how the Plan needs to be used and the consideration of the full
marine planning context. The CRMP should be read as a whole and in conjunction with the NMP.
Proposed developments and activities must comply with legislative and regulatory requirements and
adhere to all General Policies in Section 1, before considering the Sector Policies in Section 2. This
process facilitates the consideration of the cross-cutting policies of Section 1 to be understood and
taken into account in advance of the Sector Policies in Section 2, reducing the likelihood of
environmental deterioration which may occur as a result of human activity, especially when
considered together with the NMP and other existing legislation which aims to protect and enhance
the natural heritage of the marine and coastal environment and promote sustainable development.
Furthermore, the policies of the NMP provide direction on the co-existence of activities, direct
development and use across and between sectors; these policies mitigate environmental
deterioration and contribute to the development of a sustainable marine economy.
The policies for both these areas– sustainable development of the marine economy (which provides
employment and contributes to the local economy) and protection and where possible
enhancement of the marine and coastal environment (which provides essential benefits and services
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for humans) interlink and to provide benefits for society and take into consideration the health and
wellbeing of coastal communities.
The development of policies within the draft CRMP is driven by the framework established by the
NMP, and this was used as the starting point for the development of the CRMP’s vision, aims,
objectives and policies. The structure of the CRMP also reflects the structure of the NMP. In addition
the All Sectors- general policies section within the CRMP provides further general guidance to
anyone carrying out activities and/or developments in the region, limiting the scope for conflict
between sectors and environmental damage, further to the policies of the NMP.
A major part of the assessment findings is that, although no significant negative impacts were
identified, there is potential for all activities, developments and uses to have a detrimental impact
on the marine and coastal environment. Many of the potential impacts are mitigated by the policies
within the General Policies and all sectors – general policies chapters, and importantly by the policies
of the NMP. This is particularly relevant for the impacts identified on the marine economy and
society which are mitigated by NMP policies 1-4 and the CRMP all sectors – general policy chapter.
Furthermore, the assessment finds that any negative impacts will be more clearly identified at the
project level where the scale, location and type of activities and developments will be more clearly
defined and these can be mitigated by existing licensing and consenting processes, including any
underlying assessments which are required(e.g. EIA, Flood Risk Assessment). The CRMP will not
change these assessments but is instead aimed at providing guidance and support decision-makers,
developers and users in consideration of potential negative impacts, based on issues identified as
being important in the Clyde Marine Region. The CMPP will consider all marine licence applications
in the Region against policies in the CRMP and will provide input to Marine Scotland Licensing and
Operations to aid any licensing decision.
The draft CRMP frames and strengthens wider policy ambitions of the NMP within the CMR,
contributing to their delivery and achievement. The NMP and the CRMP will work together to deliver
a framework of social, economic and environmental policies that will inform the right activity and/or
development taking place at the right scale and place for the benefit of society, environment and
economic development. The process of development of the CRMP furthers the identification of
issues at the local level, to be taken into account by users and in carrying out activities and
developments, tailoring the creation of policies to specifically deal with the needs and issues, as well
as opportunities identified.
The CRMP supports the existing NMP framework, working to encourage sustainable economic
growth and development, seeking to deliver the right type of economic growth in the right place
culminating in environmental protection and enhancement and benefits to coastal communities. The
positive impacts for coastal communities are also supported by the integration of the CRMP with
Local Development Plans, and the alignment of policies of these two planning mechanisms where
possible.
6. Monitoring and mitigation
A monitoring report of the Plan will be carried out within 5 years of the Plan’s adoption. This will
consider the effects of the policies of the CRMP and their effectiveness and progress in securing the
CRMP’s vision, aims and objectives. The measures identified in the objectives of the draft CRMP will
be used as a baseline for measuring progress towards achieving these objectives. This monitoring
will also focus on the unanticipated effects of the Plan, as no significant effects of the Plan have been
identified at this stage of the process. Monitoring will also take into account the findings of ongoing
external monitoring (e.g. monitoring carried out by SEPA of water body condition, air pollution, SNH
monitoring related to protected areas and species and Marine Scotland and Marine Scotland Science
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monitoring and reporting), that provide an indication of the state of the marine and coastal
environment and socio-economic conditions within the CMR.
The application of the CRMP can also be measured through Marine Licence applications received
within the region. The uncertain or potential negative impacts identified in the assessment of
objectives and policies can be more clearly identified at the project level thus enabling clearer
mitigation strategies where needed.
Proposals for monitoring will be further addressed in the Post-Adoption Statement, which will come
later on in the process of plan development (see the ‘Relationship between this Regional Marine
Plan and the SA-SEA in section 3).
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Appendix 1 – SA-SEA checklist
Requirements of the Act
1. An outline of the contents and main objectives of the Plan and of its
relationship (if any) with other qualifying plans and programmes.
2. The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely
evolution thereof without implementation of the Plan.
3. The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected.
4. Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the Plan
including, in particular, those relating to any areas of particular
environmental importance, such as areas designated [under the Birds and
Habitats Directive]
5. The environmental protection objectives, established at international,
Community or Member State level, which are relevant to the Plan and the
way those objectives and any environmental considerations have been
taken into account during its preparation.
6. The likely significant effects on the environment including :
i.
Biodiversity
ii.
Population
iii.
Human health
iv.
Fauna
v.
Flora
vi.
Soil ( sediments, marine geology and coastal processes)
vii.
Water
viii.
Air
ix.
Climatic factors
x.
Material assets
xi.
Cultural heritage, including architectural and archaeological heritage
xii.
Landscapes and seascapes
xiii.
The inter-relationship between the issues referred to in heads i to xii
7. The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and offset, as fully as possible,
any significant adverse effects on the environment of implementing the
Plan.
8. An outline of the reasons for selecting alternatives dealt with and
A description of how the assessment was undertaken including any
difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of expertise) encountered
in compiling the required information).
9. A description of the measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with section 19.
10. A non-technical summary of the information provided under paragraphs 1-9

Section
2.1-2.2
4.1-4.2
4-4.1
4.3

2.3

5
5.1
5.2
5.2
5.1
5.1
5.3
5.4
5.5
5.6
5.7
5.8
5.9
5.12
5.1-2.15, 6 and
Appendix 3
5.11
3

6
1 (currently an
Executive
Summary, NonTechnical
Summary will be
provided for
final SA-SEA)
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Appendix 2 - Summary of Consultation responses to SA-SEA Scoping report
Consultation Authority response
Historic Environment Scotland
Ensure that baseline for the historic environment is holistic in its consideration of the historic environment.
Ensure that the baseline for the historic environment includes designated and undesignated landscapes and
unknown archaeological and historic features, including underwater and coastal features.

Scottish Natural Heritage
When considering ‘sediments , marine geology and coastal processes’, may be helpful to recognise that some of
the processes outlined in the objectives are active and that maintaining their dynamic nature may be a desired
outcome.
Scottish Environment Protection Agency
Recommend that flooding and natural flood management are included in the SEA objectives
Some of the plans, programmes and strategies included may have been subject to SEA. It may be useful to
prepare a summary of the key SEA findings that may be relevant to the CRMP.
The Environmental Report should clearly set out where it is expected that other plans, programmes or strategies
are better placed to undertake a more detailed assessment of the environmental effects.
Would find it helpful if the Environmental Report included a summary of the scoping outcomes and how
comments from the Consultation Authorities were taken into account.

CMPP team response/Action
Comments noted and
consideration of this point
incorporated into assessment of
objectives and policies. Further
sources of data also included in
section 4 of this report.
Comments noted.

Additional objectives added under
‘Water’ and ‘climatic factors’.
The findings of the SA of the NMP
have been taken into
consideration.
The assessment takes into account
and considers existing planning
processes.
Comments noted. The Consultation
Authorities responses and how
they have been taken into account
are summarised within this table.
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Appendix 3 - Assessment matrices
Assessment Key:
Symbol/Colour
++
+
0
-++/-,+/-- etc.
?
P/T
S/M/L
Se/C/Sy

Meaning
Major positive impact
Minor positive impact
Neutral impact
Minor negative impact
Major negative impact
Mixed impacts
Uncertain impact
Permanent/Temporary effect
Short/Medium/Long-term effects
Secondary/cumulative/synergistic
effects

Abbreviations used in the Assessment matrices:
Term
Good Ecological Status (classification under the Water Environment and
Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003)
Good Environmental Status (classification under the Marine Strategy
Regulations (2010))
National Marine Plan
Clyde Regional Marine Plan
Sustainability Appraisal including Strategic Environmental Assessment

Abbreviation
GEcS
GEnvS
NMP
CRMP
SA-SEA

Visions, Aims and Guiding Principles
VISION: The marine and coastal environment of the Clyde Marine Region is clean, healthy, safe, productive, biologically diverse and accessible for all. It is managed sustainably to support
productive and thriving coastal communities and to allow nature to flourish.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora and
++
P/L
No mitigation is required as impacts are
The vision is positive for all SEA and SA Topics as it sets out an aspirational
fauna
identified as positive.
approach where the use of marine waters and the coast is managed sustainably
Achievement
and takes place in a clean, healthy, safe and biologically diverse context. The
Population and human
++
of the vision
vision seeks to ensure sustainable development and the use of the marine
health
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VISION: The marine and coastal environment of the Clyde Marine Region is clean, healthy, safe, productive, biologically diverse and accessible for all. It is managed sustainably to support
productive and thriving coastal communities and to allow nature to flourish.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Sediments, marine geology ++
could also
environment for the benefit of coastal communities and the protection and
and coastal processes
result in many
enhancement of the marine environment, biodiversity, flora and fauna. The
other
marine environment supports many human activities and provides essential
Water
++
secondary
services such as food provision, nutrient, air and water cycling, and the inherent
Air
++
beneficial
non-use value of the marine and coastal environment.
Climatic factors
++
effects.
Material assets
++
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
Society

++
++
++
++

As above.

As above.

As above.

AIMS: Support opportunities for sustainable development; guide marine developers in identifying suitable localities; underpin the regeneration of urban and coastal areas; maintain and
where appropriate enhance the health of the Clyde Marine Region, including the biodiversity, landscape and seascape; ensure that the Marine Protected Area network contributes to the
protection and enhancement of the Region; ensure Priority Marine Features are not significantly impacted by developments and activities; promote sustainable and socially inclusive
development and use of marine and coastal resources; encourage the reconnection of people with the sea; contribute to the wellbeing and cultural diversity of coastal communities;
contribute to Scotland’s transition to a low-carbon economy and maximise opportunities to mitigate and adapt to climate change, thus creating resilient local communities.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is required as impacts are identified as The aims are positive for all the SEA and SA Topics as they seek to ensure the
and fauna
positive.
delivery of:
Achievement

Sustainable development in appropriate locations which underpins
Population and
+
of the aims
the regeneration of urban and coastal areas.
human health
could also

Maintaining and enhancing the health of habitats and species in the
Sediments, marine
+
result in many
CMR.
geology and coastal
other

Promoting socially inclusive development, reconnection of people
processes
synergistic,
with the marine and coastal environment through cultural heritage,
Water
+
cumulative
employment, educational initiatives and recreation.
Air
+
and secondary

Contribute to Scotland’s transition to the low-carbon economy;
Climatic factors
+
positive
maximise opportunities to mitigate and adapt to the consequences of
Material assets
+
effects.
climate change and to improve resilience.
Cultural heritage
+
Landscape/seascape
+
SA topics
Marine economy
+
As above.
As above.
As above.
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AIMS: Support opportunities for sustainable development; guide marine developers in identifying suitable localities; underpin the regeneration of urban and coastal areas; maintain and
where appropriate enhance the health of the Clyde Marine Region, including the biodiversity, landscape and seascape; ensure that the Marine Protected Area network contributes to the
protection and enhancement of the Region; ensure Priority Marine Features are not significantly impacted by developments and activities; promote sustainable and socially inclusive
development and use of marine and coastal resources; encourage the reconnection of people with the sea; contribute to the wellbeing and cultural diversity of coastal communities;
contribute to Scotland’s transition to a low-carbon economy and maximise opportunities to mitigate and adapt to climate change, thus creating resilient local communities.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Society
+

Guiding principles: Sustainable Development, Support delivery of Good Environmental Status, Ecosystem Approach, Adding value not complexity, Multiple responsible use of marine space
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is required as impacts are identified as positive.
The guiding principles of the Plan are positive for the SA/SEA
and fauna
Topics. Similarly to the aims, they balance the needs of
Achievement
development and activity with protection and enhancement of
Population and
+
of the guiding
marine and coastal resources. The principles also seek to
human health
principles
simplify planning and management of the CMR by considering
Sediments, marine
+
could also
the regional context and adding value to the existing framework
geology and coastal
result in many
set out by the NMP. The guiding principles set the context for a
processes
other
practical approach to use the marine space, encouraging
Water
+
synergistic,
coexistence where it can be achieved sustainably. Such use
Air
+
cumulative
could result in the most social, economic and environmentally
Climatic factors
+
and secondary
positive outcomes for the Region.
Material assets
+
positive
Cultural heritage
+
effects.
Landscape/seascape
+
SA topics
Marine economy
+
As above.
As above.
As above.
Society
+

Section 1 – General Policies
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Climate Change
Objective CC 1: Coastal zone and marine development(s) and activities minimise emissions of greenhouse gases and are resilient to the impacts of climate change.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+, P/L
Where managed
The objective is positive as mitigation activities will limit the overall contribution to climate change and will
and fauna
realignment is
subsequently reduce the impact of climate change effects on biodiversity, flora and fauna and the integrity of
identified as the
ecosystems. This will protect their ability to provide ecosystem services necessary for the effective functioning of the
preferred option
ecosystem.
for adaptation
Reducing the impact of climate change on biodiversity, flora and fauna enables these elements to remain resilient to
activity, this will
other pressures, such as invasive species, which may lead to deterioration of their status under the Marine Strategy
have been
Regulations (2010).
determined
There may be some negative impacts if managed realignment is considered as the most appropriate adaptation
through other
activity in some areas. This could lead to some areas being sacrificed, leading to habitat loss for the benefit of others,
decision-making
in order to protect essential habitat/infrastructure. Mitigation against these effects is discussed in the adjacent
processes and
column.
underlying
Population and
+
P/L
The objective would have a positive long-term impact as it would contribute to reducing the impact of climate change,
assessments will
human health
enabling continued use and enjoyment of the marine and coastal environment, particularly for recreational activities,
have been carried and therefore allowing people to continue to derive therapeutic and recreational benefits from the environment.
out (e.g. EIA,
Dependent on siting and context, protection works undertaken through adaptation activities may result in enhanced
Flood Risk
protection of coastal and marine cultural and historic assets from storm surges, flooding and coastal erosion.
Assessment).
Sediments, marine
?, +, P/L
The impact of the objective is dependent on the type and siting of coastal developments and activities. These factors
The CRMP is not
geology and coastal
Se
will determine which adaptation and mitigation activities are undertaken and these may or may not have a beneficial
expected to
processes
impact on geodiversity and their natural processes. The assessment assumes that developments and activities will
change these
consider important geological sites when looking at mitigation and adaptation options.
assessments but
The objective has an indirect positive effect as mitigation activities will limit the overall contribution to climate change
is instead aimed
and in turn, in combination with national/international effort, will contribute to the reduction in the severity of climate
at providing
change impacts such as flooding, coastal erosion and storm surges within the Region. Mitigation activities such as
guidance and
increasing the capacity of carbon stores can also have secondary effects of enhancing habitats and species, and
support to
ecosystem services and benefits can continue to be provided.
developers and
There may be some negative impacts if managed realignment is considered as the most appropriate adaptation
users in
activity in some areas. This could lead to some areas being sacrificed leading to a change in a certain coastal area for
consideration of
the benefit of others in order to protect essential habitat/infrastructure. Mitigation against these effects is discussed in
potential negative the adjacent column.
impacts.
Water
0
No impact is identified.
The CMPP will
Air
0
No impact is identified.
consider all
Climatic factors
++
P/L
The objective is positive as it is focussed on climatic factors, and drives developments and activities to actively
marine licence
minimise emissions of greenhouse gases and adaptation activities, therefore contributing to wider climate change
applications in
mitigation and adaptation targets.
the Region
Material assets
+
P/L
Material assets are at risk of being damaged or disturbed by climate change impacts such as sea-level rise and storm
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Objective CC 1: Coastal zone and marine development(s) and activities minimise emissions of greenhouse gases and are resilient to the impacts of climate change.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
against policies in
surges. Driving marine and coastal developments and activities to minimise their emissions of greenhouse gases will
this Plan and
have a contribution to meeting climate change targets, which can reduce the predicted impacts of climate change.
provide input to
Developments and activities, which may be contributing to the development of future material assets or maintenance
Marine Scotland
of current assets, will improve their resilience in the future and will also work in partnership with nature.
to aid any
Cultural heritage
?
The impacts of this objective are uncertain, dependent on siting and type of adaptation activity. Protection works
licensing decision. undertaken through adaptation activities may result in enhanced protection of coastal and marine cultural and historic
Users of this Plan
assets from storm surges, flooding and coastal erosion.
must also adhere
There may be some indirect benefits as mitigation activities will limit the overall contribution to climate change and
to the policies of
this in turn will reduce the effects of climate change impacts on cultural heritage assets.
the NMP, as well
Landscape/seascape
+
P/L
The impacts of climate change, such as sea-level rise at storm surges, can result in increased erosion/accretion and this
as all the policies
may have localised impacts on the seascape of the Region; loss of some areas may even occur in extreme cases.
of Section 1 and
Driving marine and coastal developments and activities to minimise their emissions of greenhouse gases will
All sectors –
contribute towards national climate change targets, which can reduce the predicted impacts of climate change.
general policy of
Adaptation activities may also protect elements of the landscape/seascape which could be subject to loss or damage
the CRMP.
as a result of the impacts of climate change, such as sea-level rise.

SA topics
Marine economy

-,+

T/M,
P/L
Dependent on
the nature
and duration
of mitigation
and
adaptation
activity)

Society

+, 0

P/L

This objective may have mixed effects on the development of a sustainable marine economy. Depending on the nature
of the development or activity, it may increase barriers to marine enterprises as a result of ongoing costs related to
minimising greenhouse gas emissions, this could have a knock on impact around job creation.
All activities taking place within the marine and coastal environment rely on that environment for their continued
productivity and success and so in the long term adopting mitigation and adaptation measures is a positive objective as
it ensures the sustainability of the environment being relied upon. It also provides an element of future-proofing for
these activities, promoting their long-term sustainability and improved resilience in the face of climate change impacts.
Depending on siting and type of activity or development the objective may protect marine assets in the Region,
maintaining the potential to utilise them in the future. These considerations can have a positive impact on
safeguarding jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors and
that support/provide benefits to coastal communities within the Clyde Marine Region.
The objective is positive in the long term as it ensures development and activities are minimising the contribution to
climate change and also considering adaptation activities to develop resilience to climate change impacts. It ensures
that any development or activity which relates to the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities
that may be impacted by climate change in the future will be maintained and that recreational access and quality of
experience is also maintained.
No impact is identified on reducing the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion on promoting equality for all
communities nor on promoting access to coastal and marine resources to tourism and recreation, although this may
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Objective CC 1: Coastal zone and marine development(s) and activities minimise emissions of greenhouse gases and are resilient to the impacts of climate change.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
be an indirect effect of developments/activities contributing to adaptation work.
The effect is only a minor positive impact as regional actions can only have a limited impact on the overall effects of
climate change. However, by ensuring development and activities are considering mitigation and adaptation and
building this into their processes and operations, this contributes to Scotland’s emission reduction targets.

Objective CC 2: Natural carbon sinks and the associated benefits and services they provide are maintained and/or where possible enhanced in the Clyde Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is required as impacts Carbon sinks within the Clyde Marine Region include seagrass habitats, kelp habitats, sediments,
and fauna
are identified as positive or neutral.
saltmarsh and within the shells and coral of some marine and coastal animals. These habitats and
species, while serving as carbon sinks, also have additional functions and services within the marine
and coastal environment. Seagrass acts as a nursery habitat and kelp habitats provide a buffering
function to protect coastal zones from storm damage and can reduce coastal erosion. They also
provide feeding grounds and shelter for various marine species. Sediments also provide habitat for
some species.
The objective is positive as it protects significant sinks from damage, ensuring the benefits they
provide are also protected and can continue to support the integrity of the ecosystem, their
interactions and wider ecosystem services. It also stipulates that where possible, sinks should be
enhanced. This policy can prevent damage to important biological sites, including protected species
and the benefits they provide. It also prevents deterioration of this resource, and therefore can
continue to contribute towards achieving GEnvS under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010)and
GEcS under the Water Environment and Water Services Act 2003.
Population and
+
This objective is positive as it focusses on the protection of habitats which act as carbon sinks,
human health
ensuring they can continue to provide associated benefits and services, and that these can continue
to contribute to human health and wellbeing. It is also positive as it promotes enhancement where
appropriate.
Sediments, marine
+
Protection against damage to carbon sinks can provide protection for the essential services
geology and coastal
provided by sediments, marine geology and coastal processes (e.g. sediments as burrows for
processes
marine animals, seaweeds and the protection it affords through buffering coastlines from storms).
Water
+
S/T
Removal of some carbon sinks could result in increased turbidity in the water column, affecting
water quality. Protection of these features prevents such impacts on water quality.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
+
Protection of carbon sinks in the Clyde contributes to wider climate change mitigation measures;
the objective is therefore positive in terms of contributing to climate change mitigation. Damage of
carbon sinks could result in the release of carbon, contributing to climate change.
Although the objective does not propose any new adaptation measures, it protects the features of
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Objective CC 2: Natural carbon sinks and the associated benefits and services they provide are maintained and/or where possible enhanced in the Clyde Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Explanatory text
impact
the coastal environment which are at risk from climate change impacts (e.g. kelp as a storm buffer
and reducing coastal erosion), and so maintains their resilience in the face of climate change.
Material assets
+
The objective may have positive impacts dependent on the siting and type of the carbon sink. Some
carbon sinks may provide natural flood management processes, and removal of such carbon sinks
could reduce flood protection benefits (e.g. kelp forests).
Cultural heritage
0, ?
No direct impact identified.
May be indirect effects, as noted above for material assets.
Landscape/seascape
0, ?
No direct impact identified.
May be indirect effects, as noted above for material assets.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, This objective is expected to have a positive impact as it supports the development of a sustainable
marine economy across a range of sectors within the Region. The objective protects natural
resources, supporting the long-term viability of marine sectors. The objective can also protect
material assets, through protecting the services provided by some carbon sinks (e.g. kelp habitats
and coastal protection services).
The objective can also present some negative impacts to some marine enterprises, dependent on
location - developments and activities may need to relocate or reconsider proposals in order to
ensure carbon sinks are maintained. This can raise barriers to marine enterprise and could impact
on the safeguarding and/or creation of jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine
economy across new or existing sectors and that support/provide benefits to coastal communities
within the Clyde Marine Region.
Society
+, 0
The objective is positive for society, as it protects ecosystem services, such as protection against
wave buffering, which can have impacts on the coastal zone, such as erosion. This could have a
negative impact on the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities’ access to
marine and coastal recreation and tourism and detrimentally affect people’s experiences of the
marine and coastal environment.
No impact is identified on the other SA objectives for this topic.

Policy CC 1: Development(s) and/or activities will be supported where the proposal can demonstrate appropriate measures:

to mitigate the effects of climate change, including minimising, as far as practicable, emissions of greenhouse gases, and

to adapt to climate change over the full life-span of any development, including any decommissioning/remediation required, in line with Chapter 4: Coastal Processes, Coastal Flood
and Storm Alleviation
SEA topics
Impact
Nature of impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
Biodiversity, flora and fauna
+, P/L
As for Objective CC1
As for Objective CC1
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Policy CC 1: Development(s) and/or activities will be supported where the proposal can demonstrate appropriate measures:

to mitigate the effects of climate change, including minimising, as far as practicable, emissions of greenhouse gases, and

to adapt to climate change over the full life-span of any development, including any decommissioning/remediation required, in line with Chapter 4: Coastal Processes, Coastal Flood
and Storm Alleviation
SEA topics
Impact
Nature of impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
Population and human health
+
P/L
Sediments, marine geology and
?, +, P/L
coastal processes
Se
Water
0
Air
0
Climatic factors
++
P/L
Material assets
+
P/L
Cultural heritage
?
Landscape/seascape
+
P/L
SA topics
Marine economy
-,+
T/M,
As for Objective CC1
As for Objective CC1
P/L (Dependent on the nature and duration of
mitigation and adaptation activity)
Society
+, ?, 0
P/L

Policy CC 2: Development(s) and/or activities will be supported where they can demonstrate that they will avoid damage to and/or where possible, enhance the capacity of recognised
carbon sinks in the Clyde Marine Region (see Maps CC 1 and CC 2)
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is The policy is positive as it seeks developments and activities to demonstrate that they will avoid damage to and/or where
and fauna
required as
possible enhance, thereby preventing the deterioration of, the capacity of carbon sinks in the CMR. This will provide benefits
impacts are
to ecosystems, their interactions and the benefits they provide, while also contributing to climate change mitigation activity
identified as
through maintaining or enhancing carbon sinks in the Region.
positive or
The policy can have an indirect positive effect on contributing to several descriptors under the Marine Strategy Regulations
9
neutral.
(2010). Some carbon sinks also provide additional ecosystem services, such as nursery habitats, feeding grounds and
buffering coastlines from storms and wave action.
Population and
+
P/L
Maintaining/enhancing carbon sinks is a climate change mitigation activity and contributes to Scotland’s greenhouse gas
human health
emission reduction targets. This will have an overall positive effect for coastal and marine ecosystems as it will ensure that
the environment can continue to provide benefits necessary to support human health and wellbeing.
Sediments, marine
+
P/L
The policy is positive as it aims to maintain/enhance ecosystems related to carbon sinks (e.g. saltmarshes, seagrass and
geology and coastal
seaweeds). These habitats contribute to coastal processes and sediment dynamics – maintaining and enhancing them
9

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/good-environmental-status/index_en.htm
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Policy CC 2: Development(s) and/or activities will be supported where they can demonstrate that they will avoid damage to and/or where possible, enhance the capacity of recognised
carbon sinks in the Clyde Marine Region (see Maps CC 1 and CC 2)
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
processes
ensures that these processes will continue to function. The benefit these habitats provide, such as wave action buffering,
may also help protect important geological sites and in turn the benefits that these features provide.
Maintaining such habitats can also avoid exacerbating coastal erosion, maintain the integrity of coastal processes and ensure
the natural environment’s inherent capacity to cope with flooding is not detrimentally affected and may, in fact, also be
enhanced.
Water
0
No impact is identified.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
+
P/L
The policy is positive as it aims to maintain existing, and/or enhance the Region’s mitigation activity by maintaining and/or
enhancing carbon sinks.
There is no direct effect on adaptation activity; however, enhancing carbon sinks can provide indirect benefits as the
habitats and species that provide this service can provide additional benefits (e.g. wave action buffering) which can protect
against climate change impacts (e.g. coastal erosion and flooding).
Material assets
+
Indirect
There is no direct impact on material assets; however, enhancing carbon sinks can provide indirect benefits as the habitats
and species that provide this service can provide additional benefits (e.g. wave action buffering) which can protect against
climate change impacts (e.g. coastal erosion and flooding) which may have a detrimental effect on material assets located at
the coast.
Cultural heritage
+
Indirect
As above for material assets.
Landscape/seascape
+
Indirect
As above for material assets.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, ?
P/L
The policy will have a positive effect as it supports the development of a sustainable economy in the Region. It ensures the
sustainable use of the Region’s resources thereby supporting the long-term viability of marine sectors which rely on the
environment in which they operate. The policy has indirect positive benefits for the protection of marine assets, cultural
heritage and the landscape/seascape of the CMR.
It is unclear if the policy will remove or avoid barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities or have any effect on
safeguarding or creating jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors
and that support/provide benefits to coastal communities within the Clyde Marine Region – this will depend on the nature
of any development or activity.
Society
0, +
Indirect
No direct effects are identified. There may be indirect effects if there is a loss of carbon sinks that provide additional
ecosystem services (e.g. wave buffering). When these additional benefits are removed, there could be detrimental impacts
on the coastal zone (e.g. erosion). This could have a negative impact on the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and
island communities, access to marine and coastal recreation and tourism and detrimentally affect people’s experiences of
the marine and coastal environment.
No impact is identified on supporting a reduction in the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and no effect is identified
on an increase in equality for all communities.
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Historic Environment
Objective HE 1: Coastal and marine cultural and heritage assets, whether visible, buried or submerged, are preserved in situ where possible and enhanced where appropriate.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
No mitigation is
No impact is identified.
and fauna
required as impacts are
identified as positive or
Population and
0
No impact is identified.
neutral.
human health
Sediments, marine
0
No impact is identified.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
0
No impact is identified.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
The tenet of the objective is to protect and where appropriate enhance cultural and heritage assets, so it will have a
positive effect in terms of protection of cultural and heritage assets. It can also contribute to the prevention of
damage to known and unknown coastal and marine archaeology, by requiring the wider consideration of the historic
environment by marine users and developers. The objective is positive as it prevents developments and activities
impacting on the character and setting of historic sites and building, including the benefits they provide to
communities around the Region and beyond.
It is unclear how the objective will enhance cultural and heritage assets. This can be determined depending on the
type of activity and/or development and on a site-by-site basis through existing processes (licensing, consents,
planning permission or management).
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
?, 0
S/T
The impact is unclear. The objective may add or create barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities within the
Region if cultural or heritage assets are identified and could delay or require modifications to be made to a
development or activity.
The objective does not have any effect on the other SA-SEA objectives for this topic.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The effect is positive as protecting cultural and heritage assets contribute to a community’s sense of place. The
impact will be stronger in some parts of the CMR than in others, depending on where assets are located, where
developments or activities are proposed that may affect them and the overall importance and contribution of these
assets to an area and the cultural/historic heritage of the Region.
No impact is identified on the other SA-SEA objectives.
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Policy HE 1: Proposals for development(s) and/or activities with the potential to have an adverse effect on the archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic significance of heritage assets,
including their settings, will be supported where the proposal can demonstrate that all reasonable measures will be taken to mitigate any significant loss and that any significant loss which
cannot be mitigated is outweighed by social, economic, environmental, navigation or safety benefits. Preservation in situ will always be the preferred form of mitigation and enhancement
should take place where appropriate. Where preservation in situ is not possible, consenting authorities require that developers undertake appropriate excavation, recording, analysis,
publication and archiving before and/or during development. The results of any mitigation measures should be published in an agreed format, and all supplementary material lodged with an
agreed publicly accessible archive. If archaeological discoveries are made during any development, a professional archaeologist should be given access to inspect and record them and seek
advice from the relevant authority.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
No mitigation is
No impact is identified.
and fauna
required as impacts
are identified as
Population and
0
No impact is identified.
positive or neutral.
human health
Sediments, marine
0
No impact is identified.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
0
No impact is identified.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
The policy has a positive impact on cultural heritage as it seeks to protect historic assets, avoid damage and seeks to
ensure preservation in situ and enhancement where possible.
The policy states that enhancement should take place where appropriate, requiring developers and users to have
wider consideration for heritage assets and the benefits they provide. The policy states a process for cases where
discoveries are made during any development ensuring that consideration is given to unknown coastal and marine
assets, once they have been discovered.
Landscape/seascape
0
The policy has an uncertain impact and will depend on the context of any development or activity. Impact on the
archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic significance of heritage assets may have an indirect impact on the
surrounding character of the landscape/seascape and the size, type and siting of the cultural or historical asset, for
example if this involves removal. The impact of this policy is likely to be neutral in most cases, as if there is any impact
on historic assets, mitigation measures are required and the policy indicates that the preservation in situ will always be
the preferred.
SA topics
Marine economy
0
This policy does not propose new measures to those already in place either through terrestrial legislation/policy
and/or through the NMP policies to protect cultural heritage below MHWS. Therefore, the impact to the marine
economy is considered neutral.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it promotes access to coastal and marine resources for tourism or recreation by protecting
such assets from loss or removal. It also contributes to a communities’ sense of place through protection of and access
to marine-related heritage, which can be a central component of, or at least a contributing factor to an area’s
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Policy HE 1: Proposals for development(s) and/or activities with the potential to have an adverse effect on the archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic significance of heritage assets,
including their settings, will be supported where the proposal can demonstrate that all reasonable measures will be taken to mitigate any significant loss and that any significant loss which
cannot be mitigated is outweighed by social, economic, environmental, navigation or safety benefits. Preservation in situ will always be the preferred form of mitigation and enhancement
should take place where appropriate. Where preservation in situ is not possible, consenting authorities require that developers undertake appropriate excavation, recording, analysis,
publication and archiving before and/or during development. The results of any mitigation measures should be published in an agreed format, and all supplementary material lodged with an
agreed publicly accessible archive. If archaeological discoveries are made during any development, a professional archaeologist should be given access to inspect and record them and seek
advice from the relevant authority.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
character. It maintains people’s recreational use of the marine and coastal environment. No impact is identified on
supporting the reduction of the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and promoting equality for all communities.

Landscape/seascape
Objective SCAPE 1: Nationally and locally important landscape/seascape character of the Clyde Marine Region is protected, and where appropriate enhanced, at both a wider and a local
level to contribute to the quality of life and wellbeing of local communities and visitors.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
No mitigation is required as
No impact is identified.
and fauna
impacts are identified as
positive or neutral.
Population and
0
No impact is identified.
human health
Sediments, marine
0
No impact is identified.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
0
No impact is identified.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
0
No impact is identified.
Landscape/seascape
+
P/L
The intended aim of the objective is to protect, and where appropriate enhance, nationally and locally
important seascapes within the Region and to contribute to the quality of life and wellbeing of local
communities and visitors. This will protect the recreational and therapeutic effects derived from the unique
and complex variety of seascapes around the CMR. The objective does not introduce new requirements;
however it drives improvement in decision-making, including the requirement for coastal based
developments to consider seascape and regional consideration through the policies noted below, so the
impact is noted as positive.
SA topics
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Objective SCAPE 1: Nationally and locally important landscape/seascape character of the Clyde Marine Region is protected, and where appropriate enhanced, at both a wider and a local
level to contribute to the quality of life and wellbeing of local communities and visitors.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Marine economy
+
P/L
This objective does not introduce any requirements that are not already in place through other consent and
licensing processes, so there is no adverse impact on adding or removing barriers to new marine enterprises
or on safeguarding and/or creating jobs. However, for uses of the marine and coastal area that do not
require consent/licensing, the policy is positive as it protects landscape/seascape resources in the CMR,
maintaining the potential to utilise them in the future.
The policy supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the CMR across a range of sectors
and business sizes, and can safeguard and/or create jobs that support and provide benefits to coastal
communities within the region, as it supports the protection of areas of important landscape/seascape
character.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The objective is positive as protection and enhancement (where appropriate) of nationally and locally
important landscape/seascape contributes to a community’s sense of place and maintains or improves the
experience of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, in terms of quality of experience.
Where enhancement is possible, enhancement may include promoting access to coastal and marine resource
for tourism and recreation. The objective promotes consideration of this.
No effect is identified on the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities, or on
supporting a reduction in the magnitude of poverty, social exclusion and promoting equality.

Policy SCAPE 1: The siting and design of any proposed development(s) and/or activities should demonstrate:

how the proposal takes into account visual impact and existing character, experience and quality of landscape and seascape. This includes developed, altered and cultural
landscapes as well as natural areas, and

a high standard of design, in terms of siting, scale, colour, materials and form to ensure development or coastal use change will be accommodated within particular landscape and
seascape types.
Reference should be made to the Seascape/Landscape Assessment of the Firth of Clyde (see Map SCAPE 3) and the relevant planning authority Landscape Assessments.
Nature
SEA topics
Impact
of
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
Mitigation:
No impact is identified.
and fauna
No mitigation is required as impacts
are identified as positive or neutral.
Population and
0
No impact is identified.
human health
Sediments, marine
0
No impact is identified.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
0
No impact is identified.
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Policy SCAPE 1: The siting and design of any proposed development(s) and/or activities should demonstrate:

how the proposal takes into account visual impact and existing character, experience and quality of landscape and seascape. This includes developed, altered and cultural
landscapes as well as natural areas, and

a high standard of design, in terms of siting, scale, colour, materials and form to ensure development or coastal use change will be accommodated within particular landscape and
seascape types.
Reference should be made to the Seascape/Landscape Assessment of the Firth of Clyde (see Map SCAPE 3) and the relevant planning authority Landscape Assessments.
Nature
SEA topics
Impact
of
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
0
No impact is identified.
Landscape/seascape
+
P/L
The policy is positive as it aims to promote the protection of landscapes/seascapes and where possible
avoid or minimise adverse effects on landscapes/seascapes and the benefits they provide. It also
introduces regional consideration, requiring development and/or activity to refer to the
Seascape/landscape Assessment of the Firth of Clyde. This can help improve the siting of design of
proposed developments and/or activities in both marine and coastal locations.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, ?
This policy does not introduce any requirements that are not already in place through other
consent/licensing processes, apart from the consideration of regional information in any proposed
development(s) and/or activity. It is not anticipated that the additional consideration of this guidance is
onerous and so does not add to operational/time implications for development(s) and/or activities. The
policy is positive overall as it widens the consideration of the regional landscape/seascape characteristics,
adding to existing guidance.
The impact on removing or adding to barriers for marine enterprises or on safeguarding/creating jobs is
uncertain; there may be additional costs associated with revised design of developments or materials
used.
The policy is positive as it protects landscape/seascape resources in the CMR, so that the potential to use
them in the future is maintained and the development of a sustainable marine economy is supported.
Society
+, 0
The policy is positive as it contributes to communities’ sense of place, local heritage and connection to
the area by guiding developments and activities to maintain the integrity of the landscape/seascape.
No effect is identified on the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities or on
supporting a reduction in the magnitude of poverty, social exclusion and equality.
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Policy SCAPE 2: Development(s) and/or activities that affect National Scenic Areas, National Parks, Wild Land Areas and Local Landscape Areas (see Map SCAPE 1 and Map SCAPE 2) will only
be supported where:

it will not adversely affect the integrity of the area or its special qualities for which it has been designated, including nationally or locally important landscapes/seascapes, or

any such adverse effects are clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic benefits of national importance (or local importance for Local Landscape Areas).
Development(s) and use(s) that affect National Scenic Areas or a National Park should take account of the Special Qualities of the relevant designation; a Design Statement may be required
to support a development/use that affects a Natural Scenic Area or National Park. Applicants are required to demonstrate that potential effects on a Wild Land Area, including cumulative
effects have been taken into consideration or mitigated when applying for planning consent, works licences and marine licences. A Wild Land Assessment may be required if the proposal has
the potential to significantly affect the qualities of a Wild Land Area.
SEA topics
Impact
Nature of impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
Biodiversity, flora
0
No mitigation is required as
No impact is identified.
and fauna
impacts are identified as positive or
neutral.
Population and
0
No impact is identified.
human health
Sediments, marine
0
No impact is identified.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
0
No impact is identified.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
0
No impact is identified.
Landscape/seascape
+
Dependent on the
The policy is positive as it aims to promote the protection of landscapes/seascapes and where
longevity/duration of
possible avoid or minimise adverse effects on landscapes/seascapes and the benefits they
the
provide. It requires development(s) and/or activities to demonstrate consideration around
development/activity
Wild Land Areas, Natural Scenic Areas or National Parks (e.g. mitigation measures of a Wild
Land Assessment)
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0, ?
Mixed
The policy is positive as it protects landscape/seascape resources in the CMR, so that the
potential to use them in future is maintained. While this policy will have no effect on
removing or avoiding barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities, it may present
additional responsibilities through the need to provide a design statement in some
circumstances.
It is unclear whether the policy will support the development of a sustainable marine
economy in the CMR across a range of sectors and business sizes or what the impact will be
on safeguarding and/or creating jobs
Society
+, 0
The policy is positive as it contributes to communities’ sense of place, by guiding
developments and activities to maintain the integrity of the landscape/seascape.
No effect is identified on the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities
or on supporting a reduction in the magnitude of poverty, social exclusion and promoting
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Policy SCAPE 2: Development(s) and/or activities that affect National Scenic Areas, National Parks, Wild Land Areas and Local Landscape Areas (see Map SCAPE 1 and Map SCAPE 2) will only
be supported where:

it will not adversely affect the integrity of the area or its special qualities for which it has been designated, including nationally or locally important landscapes/seascapes, or

any such adverse effects are clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic benefits of national importance (or local importance for Local Landscape Areas).
Development(s) and use(s) that affect National Scenic Areas or a National Park should take account of the Special Qualities of the relevant designation; a Design Statement may be required
to support a development/use that affects a Natural Scenic Area or National Park. Applicants are required to demonstrate that potential effects on a Wild Land Area, including cumulative
effects have been taken into consideration or mitigated when applying for planning consent, works licences and marine licences. A Wild Land Assessment may be required if the proposal has
the potential to significantly affect the qualities of a Wild Land Area.
SEA topics
Impact
Nature of impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
equality.

Coastal Processes, Coastal Flood and Storm Damage Alleviation
Objective CP 1: Current and new coastal zone and marine development(s) and activities, and land-based development(s) and activities near the coast, are resilient to the dynamic nature of
the coast, including the impacts of climate change, using natural assets and soft engineering where possible.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
Existing consenting processes for coastal
No impact is identified.
and fauna
and marine developments are in place
and these are likely to be supported by
Population and
0
No impact is identified.
underlying assessments (e.g. EIA, floodhuman health
risk). These are currently the primary
Sediments, marine
+
P/L
The objective has a positive impact as it acknowledges the dynamic nature of coastal processes and
mechanisms for the identification,
geology and coastal
that developments and activities should be developed to accommodate this and current
assessment and, where necessary,
processes
developments and activities should be resilient to the dynamic nature of the coast including the
avoidance and/or mitigation of any
impacts of climate change. This approach can avoid exacerbating coastal erosion and maintain the
potential flooding or coastal erosion
integrity of coastal processes and the benefits they provide. This objective also ensures that the
impacts associated with coastal or
inherent capacity of the natural environment to cope with flooding is not detrimentally affected.
marine development. This policy is not
10
Water
?, 0
This objective may contribute to improvements under descriptor 6&7 of the Marine Strategy
expected to change these assessments
Regulations (2010), resulting in a positive effect.
but is instead aimed at providing
Air
0
No impact is identified.
guidance and support to developers and
Climatic factors
0, +
P/L
The objective is not expected to have any effect on the regional contribution to climate change
users by considering potential issues and
mitigation.
adaptation.
It is positive as it promotes adaptation to climate change impacts, both with regard to protecting
Where an impact is uncertain, it is
natural processes (such as flood management processes) and considering climate change impacts
expected further determination of the
impact could be made by considering the in developments and activities to future-proof them against these impacts and safeguard their
continued use into the future.
10

Descriptor 6: The sea floor integrity ensures functioning of the ecosystem. Descriptor 7: Permanent alteration of hydrographical conditions does not adversely affect the ecosystem.
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Objective CP 1: Current and new coastal zone and marine development(s) and activities, and land-based development(s) and activities near the coast, are resilient to the dynamic nature of
the coast, including the impacts of climate change, using natural assets and soft engineering where possible.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Material assets
+, ?
Mixed
specific details of any proposals.
The objective is positive for new material assets (that may come about as a result of new coastal
The CMPP will consider all marine licence zone developments and activities) as they will be adapted to the impacts of sea-level rise and
applications in the Region against policies flooding. It also seeks to ensure natural resources are used efficiently and sustainably, working in
in this Plan and provide input to Marine
partnership with nature. The objective seeks to prioritise the use of natural assets, such as flood
Scotland to aid any licensing decisions.
management processes.
Users of this Plan must also adhere to
There may be indirect benefits to existing built material assets as the objective aims to implement
the policies of the NMP, as well as all the
adaptation and improve resilience to flooding, sea-level rise, etc., but it is unclear if there will be
policies of Section one and All sectors –
benefits as it may not be feasible to ‘build in’ adaptation in some cases. The ability to ‘build in’
general policy of the CRMP.
adaptation will depend on the context and siting of any developments and activities.
Cultural heritage
0
There is no impact is identified on cultural heritage.
Landscape/seascape
?
The objective may have indirect positive effects on the landscape/seascape as any adaptation
activity carried out by developments/activities may offer an associated level of protection to the
landscape/seascape from climate change impacts. This is dependent on the location of any
developments and the type of adaptation activity carried out.
SA topics
Marine economy
+,?
Mixed
The objective is positive for the development of a sustainable marine economy as it encourages the
incorporation of consideration of broader environmental impacts into planning and decisionmaking. It promotes the sustainable use of the regional natural resources to support the long-term
viability of marine and coastal developments and activities.
It is unclear if the objective will remove or avoid barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities.
There may be extra, initial costs involved; however, this could be offset by improving the overall
longevity of the project by improving its resilience to climate change impacts. The impact is also
unclear on safeguarding and/or creating jobs. There may also be costs around improving resilience
to current coastal zone developments and activities; however these too could be outweighed by
improving adaptation to climate change and long term resilience.
Society
?, 0, +
Mixed
It is unclear if the objective will have an impact on maintaining or improving accessibility and
connectivity of coastal and island communities or if it will promote access to coastal and marine
resource to tourism and recreation. This will depend on the type of development/activity being
proposed or its siting and context, and any impact it may have on access. In addition, developments
and activities need to take into account Policy Sec 1 which seeks to enhance access to the marine
environment where possible and appropriate.
It is not anticipated that this objective will have any impact on supporting a reduction on the
magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and promoting equality for all communities.
The objective is expected to have a positive effect on contributing to a community’s sense of place
and can maintain and improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal
environment, particularly in areas vulnerable to flooding. It ensures developments and activities

73

Objective CP 1: Current and new coastal zone and marine development(s) and activities, and land-based development(s) and activities near the coast, are resilient to the dynamic nature of
the coast, including the impacts of climate change, using natural assets and soft engineering where possible.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
are ‘future-proofed’ (as far as possible) to any climate change impacts, so that the use/services
these developments may provide to communities are protected into the future. Any positive effect
is dependent on the type and context of the development or activity.

Policy CP 1: Applications for new development(s) or for infrastructure renewal(s) on land near the coast or at the coast and/or in the marine environment will be supported where they can
demonstrate that the following have been fully taken into account:








11

the latest available UKCP sea-level rise and flood risk projections, including wave overtopping impacts where possible, relevant to the full life-span of the development, including
any decommissioning/remediation required,
broader future climate projections and risks and opportunities identified within the UK national, regional and local climate change risk assessments,
the Scottish Environment Protection Agency’s Development Management Guidance, the relevant Local Flood Risk Management Plan and any relevant Shoreline Management Plan,
sediment dynamics within the relevant coastal cell, including historical trends as indicated in outputs of the Dynamic Coast project and current or future anticipated dynamics,
any potential exacerbation of flooding or coastal erosion in the wider area,
protection and use of natural assets for coastal protection, including through options for managed realignment, and allowing space for the natural assets themselves to adapt to
climate change, and
opportunities for Integrated Green Grey Infrastructure where natural assets cannot be used for flood alleviation.

SEA topics
Biodiversity, flora
and fauna

Impact
+, 0

Nature of impact
Mixed

Population and
human health

+

Dependant on the
duration/longevity
of the development
or activity.

11

Mitigation
Mitigation:
Existing consenting processes for
coastal and marine developments
are in place and these are likely
to be supported by underlying
assessments (e.g. EIA, flood-risk).
These are currently the primary
mechanisms for the
identification, assessment and,
where necessary, avoidance
and/or mitigation of any
potential flooding of coastal
erosion impacts associated with
coastal or marine
development(s). This policy is not

Explanatory text
The impact of the policy is positive as it requires developments and activities to consider the
broader environmental impacts of climate change, which developments or activities may
exacerbate (depending on siting and context). This can prevent damage or loss to marine and
coastal habitats and biodiversity, which could protect the benefits the marine and coastal
environment provides to communities.
There may be positive impacts on biodiversity where opportunities for Integrated Green Grey
Infrastructure are incorporated.
There may be indirect positive impacts when considering ecosystem processes, such as sediment
dynamics, and the protection and use of natural assets may also conserve and enhance
associated habitats and species.
No impact is identified on the other objectives.
The impact of the policy is positive as it requires developments and activities to consider the
broader environmental impacts of climate change, which developments or activities may
exacerbate (depending on siting and context). This can prevent damage or loss to marine and
coastal habitats and biodiversity, which could protect the benefits the marine and coastal

UK Climate Projections
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Policy CP 1: Applications for new development(s) or for infrastructure renewal(s) on land near the coast or at the coast and/or in the marine environment will be supported where they can
demonstrate that the following have been fully taken into account:








11

the latest available UKCP sea-level rise and flood risk projections, including wave overtopping impacts where possible, relevant to the full life-span of the development, including
any decommissioning/remediation required,
broader future climate projections and risks and opportunities identified within the UK national, regional and local climate change risk assessments,
the Scottish Environment Protection Agency’s Development Management Guidance, the relevant Local Flood Risk Management Plan and any relevant Shoreline Management Plan,
sediment dynamics within the relevant coastal cell, including historical trends as indicated in outputs of the Dynamic Coast project and current or future anticipated dynamics,
any potential exacerbation of flooding or coastal erosion in the wider area,
protection and use of natural assets for coastal protection, including through options for managed realignment, and allowing space for the natural assets themselves to adapt to
climate change, and
opportunities for Integrated Green Grey Infrastructure where natural assets cannot be used for flood alleviation.

SEA topics

Impact

Sediments, marine
geology and coastal
processes

++

Water

+, 0

Air
Climatic factors

0
+

Nature of impact
P/L

P/L

Mitigation
expected to change these
assessments but is instead aimed
at providing guidance and
support to developers and users
by considering potential issues
and adaptation.
Where an impact is uncertain, it
is expected further
determination of the impact
could be made by considering the
specific details of any proposals.
The CMPP will consider all marine
licence applications in the Region
against policies in this Plan and
provide input to Marine Scotland
to aid any licensing decisions.
Users of this Plan must also
adhere to the policies of the
NMP, as well as all the policies of
Section one and All sectors –
general policy of the CRMP.

Explanatory text
environment provides to communities.
The policy has a positive impact as it requires developments and activities to consider the
sustainable management of geodiversity and the ecosystems services it provides, such as seabed
habitats and physical features and the natural processes supported by these features by
considering the dynamic nature of marine and coastal sediments. It also highlights the need to
consider future projections for sea-level rise, flooding, wave overtopping impacts, Flood Risk
Management plans, shoreline management plans, any wider implications that the
development/activity would have on flooding or coastal erosion and protection of natural
features which hold capacity to cope with flooding. Although some of these aspects are a
consideration in existing processes/legislations/protections, bringing them together in this policy
allows for a strategic consideration of all the potential impacts on sediments, geology and coastal
processes and conversely how these processes can impact on a development/activity. This can
aid better planning and decision-making.
It is assumed that any protected geological features will be considered through existing
processes/legislations/protections. Any impact will also depend on the siting of a development or
activity.
This policy has a positive effect as it can contribute to improvements under descriptor 6&7 of the
Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), resulting in a positive effect. It is not expected to contribute
to meeting the requirements of the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003.
No impact is identified.
The policy has a positive effect as it promotes adaptation to climate change impacts, both with
regard to the protection of natural processes (such as flood management processes) and that
climate change impacts are considered in developments and activities. The policy has recognition
of the natural environment’s own capacity for resilience through the requirement for
development to take into account allowing space for natural assets themselves to adapt to
climate change.
There may be indirect benefit as the considerations under this policy can lead to the protection of
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Policy CP 1: Applications for new development(s) or for infrastructure renewal(s) on land near the coast or at the coast and/or in the marine environment will be supported where they can
demonstrate that the following have been fully taken into account:








11

the latest available UKCP sea-level rise and flood risk projections, including wave overtopping impacts where possible, relevant to the full life-span of the development, including
any decommissioning/remediation required,
broader future climate projections and risks and opportunities identified within the UK national, regional and local climate change risk assessments,
the Scottish Environment Protection Agency’s Development Management Guidance, the relevant Local Flood Risk Management Plan and any relevant Shoreline Management Plan,
sediment dynamics within the relevant coastal cell, including historical trends as indicated in outputs of the Dynamic Coast project and current or future anticipated dynamics,
any potential exacerbation of flooding or coastal erosion in the wider area,
protection and use of natural assets for coastal protection, including through options for managed realignment, and allowing space for the natural assets themselves to adapt to
climate change, and
opportunities for Integrated Green Grey Infrastructure where natural assets cannot be used for flood alleviation.

SEA topics

Impact

Nature of impact

Material assets

+

P/L

Cultural heritage

0, ?

Uncertain

Landscape/seascape

?

Uncertain

SA topics
Marine economy

+,?

Mitigation

Explanatory text
habitats which provide carbon sinks, thereby contributing to the Region’s climate change
mitigation activities.
The policy will have a positive impact on new material assets or any material assets affected by
infrastructure renewal as it promotes adaptation activity, ensuring that natural resources are
used efficiently and sustainably, thereby, future-proofing against climate change impacts. The
policy also promotes an approach which seeks to deliver multiple benefits working in partnership
with nature and protecting the ability of natural material assets to continue to provide benefits,
such as flood alleviation and flood management processes.
There is no direct impact identified.
There may be an indirect effect derived from protecting the use of natural assets for coastal
protection, which may in turn protect some cultural or historical assets from climate change
impacts. However, this depends on the siting and nature of development/activities, the nature of
the developments and any assets in proximity to this.
The policy may have indirect positive effects on the landscape/seascape as any adaptation
activity carried out by developments/infrastructure renewal may offer an associated level of
protection from climate change impacts, such as sea-level rise, to the landscape/seascape. This is
dependent on the location of any developments and the type of adaptation activity carried out.
The policy is expected to have a positive effect on the development of a sustainable marine
economy as it encourages the consideration of broader environmental impacts, specifically
around coastal processes and how the coastal zone is impacted by climate change, into planning
and decision-making. It promotes the sustainable use of regional natural resources to support the
long-term viability of marine and coastal developments and activities.
It is unclear if the policy will remove or avoid barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities, or
will safeguard and/or create jobs. There may be extra initial costs involved; however, this could
be offset by improving the overall longevity of the project through improving resilience to climate
change impacts.
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Policy CP 1: Applications for new development(s) or for infrastructure renewal(s) on land near the coast or at the coast and/or in the marine environment will be supported where they can
demonstrate that the following have been fully taken into account:








11

the latest available UKCP sea-level rise and flood risk projections, including wave overtopping impacts where possible, relevant to the full life-span of the development, including
any decommissioning/remediation required,
broader future climate projections and risks and opportunities identified within the UK national, regional and local climate change risk assessments,
the Scottish Environment Protection Agency’s Development Management Guidance, the relevant Local Flood Risk Management Plan and any relevant Shoreline Management Plan,
sediment dynamics within the relevant coastal cell, including historical trends as indicated in outputs of the Dynamic Coast project and current or future anticipated dynamics,
any potential exacerbation of flooding or coastal erosion in the wider area,
protection and use of natural assets for coastal protection, including through options for managed realignment, and allowing space for the natural assets themselves to adapt to
climate change, and
opportunities for Integrated Green Grey Infrastructure where natural assets cannot be used for flood alleviation.

SEA topics
Society

Impact
?, 0, +

Nature of impact

Mitigation

Explanatory text
It is unclear if the policy will have an impact on maintaining or improving accessibility and
connectivity of coastal and island communities. It is dependent on the siting and context of any
developments and infrastructure renewal.
It is unclear if the policy will promote access to coastal and marine resource to tourism and
recreation – this would be dependent on the type of development/activity being proposed or the
siting and context and any impact it may have on access. It is expected where
development/infrastructure renewal would have an impact on the factors noted above, the
application of this policy would lead to positive impacts for the reasons noted above under the
SEA topics and the associated benefits this would provide to society.
It is not anticipated that this policy would have any effect on supporting a reduction in the
magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and promoting equality for all communities.
The policy is expected to have a positive effect on contributing to a community’s sense of place
and can maintain and improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal
environment, particularly in areas that are vulnerable to flooding. It ensures developments and
activities are ‘future-proofed’ to any climate change impacts, ensuring that the use/services these
may provide to communities are protected into the future. Any positive effect is dependent on
the type and context of the development or activity.

Policy CP 2: Natural or man-made coastal and marine features which provide or could provide flood defence in the future should not be removed without due consideration of future flood
risk and should only be altered in accordance with Policy CP 1. Removal of man-made coastal defence materials will only be supported when it can be demonstrated that there are no
significant adverse impacts for the environment or landscape/seascape. Any positive impacts for the environment or landscape/seascape should be identified and delivered, for example
where removal may offer a realignment option to allow accommodation space for natural coastal readjustment and improve long-term resilience.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
Existing consenting
The impact is positive as it prevents removal of features which provide flood defence services without due
and fauna
processes for coastal
consideration (and in the case that a decision is made to remove them this must be done in accordance with policy CP
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Policy CP 2: Natural or man-made coastal and marine features which provide or could provide flood defence in the future should not be removed without due consideration of future flood
risk and should only be altered in accordance with Policy CP 1. Removal of man-made coastal defence materials will only be supported when it can be demonstrated that there are no
significant adverse impacts for the environment or landscape/seascape. Any positive impacts for the environment or landscape/seascape should be identified and delivered, for example
where removal may offer a realignment option to allow accommodation space for natural coastal readjustment and improve long-term resilience.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
and marine
1); this can provide secondary benefits by conserving the integrity of ecosystems, their interactions and the benefits
developments are in
they provide. It may also have a secondary benefit of preventing damage to important biological sites and protected
place and these are
species, including the benefits they provide and ensuring GEnvS and GEcS is achieved.
likely to be supported The second part of the policy around removal of coastal defence prevents significant damage to the environment that
by underlying
may be caused by the removal of these materials. It is positive as it protects habitats and species against contaminants
assessments (e.g. EIA, or materials that may leach into the marine and coastal environment.
flood-risk). These are
The policy has a positive effect as it has consideration of the broad environmental impacts of flooding. Removal of
currently the primary
defences is only allowed in cases where positive action of the environment or landscape/seascape can be identified.
mechanisms for the
The policy can also improve the awareness of flooding and coastal erosion issues, and the importance of features
identification,
which provide flood defences, or could do so in the future.
assessment and,
Population and
+
P/L
The policy has a broad long term positive impact by protecting coastal habitats from flooding as a result of removal of
where necessary,
human health
features which provide flood defence. Where they are removed Policy CP 1 should be taken into consideration.
avoidance and/or
Although the removal of defence materials could result in the alternative use/loss of some of the coastal environment
mitigation of any
as a result of some measures such as managed realignment, there would still be an overall benefit by accommodating
potential flooding of
changes which may alleviate flood risk in an area. This allows people to continue to use and derive benefits from these
coastal erosion
areas.
impacts associated
Sediments, marine
+
P/L
The policy has a positive effect on ensuring the inherent capacity of the natural environment to cope with flooding is
with coastal or
geology and coastal
not detrimentally affected as it protects natural coastal and marine features that could provide flood defence. Benefits
marine
processes
are also provided to this topic from man-made features which provide the same service. If they are removed the
development(s). This
considerations in policy CP 1 should be followed, ensuring that flooding and sea-level rise is taken into consideration.
policy is not expected Risk of flooding is not increased by removal of coastal defence as this cannot take place unless options for delivering
to change these
positive impacts have been identified and it is demonstrated that there are no significant adverse impacts for the
assessments but is
environment or landscape/seascape.
instead aimed at
The policy is also positive as it aims to improve the awareness of flooding and coastal erosion issues.
providing guidance
Any negative impact on sediments as a result of this may be outweighed by the long term natural benefits provided by
and support to
accommodating space for natural coastal readjustment.
developers and users
by considering
Water
?
T/L
The policy can contribute to meeting descriptors 8&9 of the MSFD as it stipulates that coastal defence materials can
potential issues and
only be removed where there are no significant impacts on the environment.
adaptation.
Air
0
There is no impact identified.
Where an impact is
Climatic factors
+,0
The ambitions of this policy are to prevent the deterioration of the natural environment to provide flood defence and
uncertain, it is
not increase the risk of flood events; this will have a positive impact. The policy contributes to the increased resilience
expected that further
to flooding and raises awareness of the associated risks of this.
determination of the
This policy has no effect on climate change mitigation.
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Policy CP 2: Natural or man-made coastal and marine features which provide or could provide flood defence in the future should not be removed without due consideration of future flood
risk and should only be altered in accordance with Policy CP 1. Removal of man-made coastal defence materials will only be supported when it can be demonstrated that there are no
significant adverse impacts for the environment or landscape/seascape. Any positive impacts for the environment or landscape/seascape should be identified and delivered, for example
where removal may offer a realignment option to allow accommodation space for natural coastal readjustment and improve long-term resilience.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Material assets
0,?
impact could be made This policy allows for the removal of material assets which provide flood protection; however, the reasons for removal
by considering the
might outweigh the functions provided. In the case of man-made coastal defence, the policy specifies that removal can
specific details of any
only take place where alternative positive impacts have been identified and delivered.
proposals.
There may be unintended impacts on other material assets in the area of any work undertaken. It is unclear what this
The CMPP will
would be as it would depend on the location and type of work carried out.
consider all marine
Cultural heritage
0
No impact identified.
licence applications in The policy will have no significant impact on seascape/landscape as it stipulates that removal of man-made coastal
Landscape/seascape
0
the Region against
defence must take this into consideration.
policies in this Plan
and provide input to
Marine Scotland to
aid any licensing
decisions.
Users of this Plan
must also adhere to
the policies of the
NMP, as well as all
the policies of Section
one and All sectors –
policy of the CRMP.
SA topics
Marine economy
+,?
The policy has a positive impact on ensuring the sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term
viability of marine sectors.
It is not clear what impact this policy will have on supporting the development of a sustainable marine economy in the
Region across a range of sectors and business sizes or on protecting marine assets in the CMR, maintaining the
potential to use them in the future or on safeguarding and/or creating jobs that support the development of a
sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors and that support/provide benefits to coastal communities
within the Clyde Marine Region.
The policy may have a negative effect on entry to new marine enterprise opportunities.
Society
+
The policy’s intention to protect features which provide or could provide flood defence can have a positive impact on
maintaining or improving accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities as it does not increase the
vulnerability of these routes/mechanisms to the impacts of climate change. For similar reasons it can have a positive
impact on access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation and on contributing to a community’s
sense of place, including protection of and access to marine related heritage and maintaining or improving the
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Policy CP 2: Natural or man-made coastal and marine features which provide or could provide flood defence in the future should not be removed without due consideration of future flood
risk and should only be altered in accordance with Policy CP 1. Removal of man-made coastal defence materials will only be supported when it can be demonstrated that there are no
significant adverse impacts for the environment or landscape/seascape. Any positive impacts for the environment or landscape/seascape should be identified and delivered, for example
where removal may offer a realignment option to allow accommodation space for natural coastal readjustment and improve long-term resilience.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of
experience.
No impact is identified on supporting the reduction of the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and promoting
equality for all communities.

Policy CP 3: The installation of new or replacement flood defences and coastal erosion and flooding alleviation works will be supported if coastal erosion or flooding threatens existing public
infrastructure, important built development or significant natural or cultural heritage features, where there is a significant safety risk and where relocation options are not feasible. Where
this has been demonstrated, planning applications for developments should comply with Policy CP 1.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+/P/L
Existing consenting processes for coastal
The impact of this is positive as it proposes an intervention where natural heritage features are
and fauna
and marine developments are in place
threatened. Installation of new or replacement flood defences could also have detrimental effects
and these are likely to be supported by
on marine and coastal habitats and species. This would be dependent on the locality, type and size
underlying assessments (e.g. EIA, floodof any proposed flood defence.
risk). These are currently the primary
Population and
+
P/L
This will have a positive impact on human health as it can reduce the risks to human health arising
mechanisms for the identification,
human health
from flooding and coastal erosion.
assessment and, where necessary,
Sediments, marine
?
The effect is unclear. The policy may result in a change in sediments and coastal processes but it is
avoidance and/or mitigation of any
geology and coastal
not clear if this will be positive, neutral or negative as it is dependent on the nature or the flood
potential flooding of coastal erosion
processes
defences being installed or replaced.
impacts associated with coastal or
Water
?
The installation of new or replacement flood defences and coastal erosion and flooding alleviation
marine development(s). This policy is not works may have a detrimental impact on water quality and may cause hydrological alterations. This
expected to change these assessments
is dependent on the type and location of any flood defences or coastal erosion and flood alleviation
but is instead aimed at providing
works.
guidance and support to developers and
Air
0
No impact is identified.
users by considering potential issues and
Climatic factors
?, 0
Flooding and coastal erosion can be caused by climate change and so installation of new or
adaptation.
replacement flood defences may contribute to the Region’s adaptation efforts.
Where an impact is uncertain it is
The policy has no effect on climate change mitigation.
expected that further determination of
Material assets
+
P/L
The ambition of the policy is to reduce the risk to material assets from flooding. Any secondary
this could be made by considering the
effects on material assets are likely to be considered at the project-level and the impact of this will
specific details of any proposals.
be considered within existing consenting processes (e.g. marine licensing/town and country
The CMPP will consider all marine licence planning determination).
applications in the Region against policies The ambition of the policy is to reduce the risk to cultural heritage from flooding. Any secondary
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
in this Plan and provide input to Marine
effects on cultural heritage are likely to be considered at the project-level and the impact of this
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Policy CP 3: The installation of new or replacement flood defences and coastal erosion and flooding alleviation works will be supported if coastal erosion or flooding threatens existing public
infrastructure, important built development or significant natural or cultural heritage features, where there is a significant safety risk and where relocation options are not feasible. Where
this has been demonstrated, planning applications for developments should comply with Policy CP 1.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Scotland to aid any licensing decisions.
will be considered within existing consenting processes (e.g. marine licensing/town and country
Users of this Plan must also adhere to
planning determination).
the policies of the NMP, as well as all the
Landscape/seascape
+
P/L
There may be some negative impact on landscape/seascape and it is expected more detail of what
policies of Section one and All sectors –
this could be will be evident at the project-level and the impact of this will be considered within
general policy of the CRMP.
existing consenting processes (e.g. marine licensing/town and country planning determination).
SA topics
Marine economy
+,?, 0
Mixed
This policy will have a positive impact on coastal marine assets that are at risk from flooding, by
maintaining the potential to utilise them in the future. It also ensures that Region’s resources are
used sustainably to support the long-term viability of marine sectors.
It is unclear if this policy will remove or help avoid barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities.
There is no effect on the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region across a
range of sectors and business sizes or on safeguarding and/or creating jobs
Society
+
P/L
The ambition of this policy is to protect and ‘future-proof’ public infrastructure, built development
and significant natural and cultural heritage features, guaranteeing that the benefits and services
they provide will continue into the future. This may include infrastructure related to transport and
connectivity, thereby maintaining or improving accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island
communities. It may also maintain tourism and recreation resources. It will have a positive impact
on contributing to a community’s sense of place by protecting and ‘future-proofing’ access to
marine related heritage. It is not anticipated that the policy will support a reduction in the
magnitude of poverty and social exclusion nor impact the improvement of equality for all
communities.

Policy CP 4: Land use, open space, and development plans should consider the coastal zone as a unit and take into account the potential impacts of current and future sea-level rise,
storminess and coastal erosion risk when developing or adjusting the zoning and strategic development vision for coastal areas. Where possible, low-lying areas of vacant and derelict
coastline should be assessed for their potential to provide accommodation space for human communities and natural ecosystems to adapt to climate change. Authorities are encouraged to
develop strategies for pro-active management to reduce the risk of coastal erosion and flooding, for example through integration of shoreline management planning into land use planning.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
Existing consenting processes
The policy will have a positive impact as it requires users to consider the coastal zone at a broad scale and to
and fauna
for coastal and marine
take account of the risks presented by current and future sea-level rise, storminess and coastal erosion risk
developments are in place and
when planning use. Any use that evolves as a result of this policy on low-lying areas of vacant and derelict
these are likely to be supported coastline for climate change adaptation purposes may affect ecosystems, habitats and species. It is
by underlying assessments (e.g. anticipated that these effects would be considered at the project-level within existing consenting processes
EIA, flood-risk). These are
(e.g. marine licensing/town and country planning determination).
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Policy CP 4: Land use, open space, and development plans should consider the coastal zone as a unit and take into account the potential impacts of current and future sea-level rise,
storminess and coastal erosion risk when developing or adjusting the zoning and strategic development vision for coastal areas. Where possible, low-lying areas of vacant and derelict
coastline should be assessed for their potential to provide accommodation space for human communities and natural ecosystems to adapt to climate change. Authorities are encouraged to
develop strategies for pro-active management to reduce the risk of coastal erosion and flooding, for example through integration of shoreline management planning into land use planning.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Population and
+
P/L
currently the primary
This will have a positive impact on human health as it can reduce health risks arising from flooding, coastal
human health
mechanisms for the
erosion, seal-level rise and storminess, some of which can be as a result of climate change. Adapting in this
identification, assessment and,
way increases the resilience of communities.
where necessary, avoidance
Sediments, marine
+
P/L
The impact is positive as it requires developments and other uses of the coastal zone to acknowledge and
and/or mitigation of any
geology and coastal
consider the dynamic nature of coastal sediments by considering this area as a ‘unit’. It is also positive as it
potential flooding of coastal
processes
provides space to allow for the natural adaption of use to occur.
erosion impacts associated
Promotion of the integration of shoreline management planning and land use planning, or other alternative
with coastal or marine
pro-active management approaches, is positive as it encourages both systems to work together, enabling
development(s). This policy is
ecosystem-scale effects/impacts to be considered and can avoid unforeseen effects taking place.
not expected to change these
Water
0
No impact is identified.
assessments but is instead
Air
0
No impact is identified.
aimed at providing guidance
Climatic factors
++
P/L
The policy is positive as the ambition is to build in thinking on climate change adaptation into developments
and support to developers and
and other uses of the coastal zone.
users by considering potential
Material assets
+
P/L
The policy will have a positive effect on any new material assets built/installed in the coastal zone as it
issues and adaptation.
anticipates the risks posed by current and future sea-level rise, flooding and coastal erosion and puts
Where an impact is uncertain,
measures in place to reduce these.
it is expected further
It may have an indirect positive effect on existing assets as allowing space for adaptation to take place could
determination of this could be
offer protection to material assets depending on the location and extent of space utilised for this. It is
made by considering the
anticipated that any use of space which would result in negative effects would be considered at the projectspecific details of any
level within existing consenting processes and be mitigated.
proposals.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
The policy can have a positive effect on cultural and historic heritage as allowing space for adaptation to take
The CMPP will consider all
place could offer protection to this heritage depending on the location and extent of space utilised for this. It
marine licence applications in
is anticipated that any use of space which would result in negative effects would be considered at the
the Region against policies in
project-level within existing consenting processes and be mitigated.
this Plan and provide input to
Landscape/seascape
0
The policy is anticipated to have no effect on landscape/seascape. Where land will be utilised to
Marine Scotland to aid any
accommodate climate change adaptation, the policy stipulates vacant or derelict coastline should be
licensing decisions.
assessed for their potential to be used. While this could change the nature and character of the
Users of this Plan must also
landscape/seascape, it may offer an improvement (especially in the case of derelict sites) or provide no
adhere to the policies of the
additional value. This will be dependent on the nature of any adaptation activities. It is anticipated that any
NMP, as well as all the policies
use of space which would result in negative effects on the landscape/seascape would be considered at the
of Section one and All sectors – project-level within existing consenting processes and be mitigated.
general policy of the CRMP.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, ?
As Above.
The policy has a positive effect as it supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the
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Policy CP 4: Land use, open space, and development plans should consider the coastal zone as a unit and take into account the potential impacts of current and future sea-level rise,
storminess and coastal erosion risk when developing or adjusting the zoning and strategic development vision for coastal areas. Where possible, low-lying areas of vacant and derelict
coastline should be assessed for their potential to provide accommodation space for human communities and natural ecosystems to adapt to climate change. Authorities are encouraged to
develop strategies for pro-active management to reduce the risk of coastal erosion and flooding, for example through integration of shoreline management planning into land use planning.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Region across a range of sectors and business sizes. It also ensures that sustainable use of the Region’s
resources to support long-term viability of marine sectors and maintains the potential to utilise them in the
future by considering the risks posed by flooding, sea-level rise and coastal erosion when planning
developments in the coastal zone.
It is uncertain what the effect will be on new marine enterprise opportunities. By requiring developers/local
authorities to consider these risks it can inform better planning, reduce risks of damage, improve resilience
and reduce future costs overall in the long term. Any initial additional costs/other barriers could be offset by
the long-term benefits. It is not clear what the impact will be on safeguarding and/or creating jobs.
Society
+, 0
The policy has a positive effect as it guides best future use of the coastal zone to reduce risks of the impacts
of sea-level rise, coastal erosion and storminess. It can contribute towards maintaining or improving the
connectivity and accessibility of coastal and island communities, promoting access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation by ensuring the risk to damage of them is reduced, and contribute to
communities’ sense of place, including protection of and access to marine-related heritage. It can also
maintain the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, in terms of access.
The policy has no impact on supporting a reduction of the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion nor on
promoting equality for all communities.

Natural Heritage – Protected areas and Priority species
Objective NH 1: The health of the marine and coastal natural heritage of the Clyde Marine Region is protected and, where appropriate, enhanced.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
++
P/L
Existing consenting processes
This objective seeks to protect and where appropriate enhance marine and coastal natural heritage. This
and fauna
for coastal and marine
would have a major positive impact on biodiversity, flora and fauna. There would also be positive impacts on
developments are in place and
sediments, marine geology and coastal processes depend on the type of protections and enhancement and
Population and
+
these are likely to be supported what species and habitats these are directed at. These combined positive impacts would ensure positive
human health
by underlying assessments (e.g. outcomes for population and human health as people would be able to enjoy ongoing benefits from these
Sediments, marine
+
EIA, HRA).
natural assets as they are protected. Increased benefits could be experienced where these natural assets are
geology and coastal
enhanced. Therefore, continued use and enjoyment of the marine and coastal environment, particularly for
processes
Where an impact is uncertain,
recreational activities, would be enabled and people would continue to derive therapeutic and recreational
it is expected further
benefits from the environment.
determination of this could be
Protection and enhancement of natural heritage also ensures the natural environment’s capacity to provide
made by considering the
ecosystems services is safeguarded. This includes provisioning services (such as the provision of diverse and
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Objective NH 1: The health of the marine and coastal natural heritage of the Clyde Marine Region is protected and, where appropriate, enhanced.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
specific details of any
healthy fish stocks) and regulating (such as the ability of natural coastlines to protect coastal areas from
proposals.
storm damage and to adapt to sea-level rise).
The CMPP will consider all
Water
+
Se
There may be an indirect positive impact from protection and enhancement of natural heritage to water
marine licence applications in
quality. Marine animals such as mussels and other bivalves are filter feeders and can have a role in improving
the Region against policies in
water quality. In addition, the ecosystem can provide waste breakdown and detoxification services. Ensuring
this Plan and provide input to
that these species and habitats are protected, and where appropriate enhanced, ensures they can continue
Marine Scotland to aid any
to contribute to improved water quality.
licensing decision.
Air
0
No impact is identified
Users of this Plan must also
Climatic factors
+
P/L
This objective encompasses protection of habitats and Priority Marine Features which act as carbon sinks
adhere to the policies of the
(e.g. seagrasses, kelp and some seabed sediments). This will have a positive contribution to climate change
NMP, as well as all the policies
mitigation. Ensuring the protection and enhancement of natural heritage in the marine environment can also
of Section one and All sectors – improve its resilience and capacity to adapt in the face of climate change impacts.
general policy of the CRMP.
Material assets
+
There may be indirect positive impacts on material assets, such as natural flood protection, as the natural
heritage features which support this service are protected/ enhanced.
Cultural heritage
?
There may be indirect benefits for cultural heritage, dependent on siting and context. Protection or
enhancement works undertaken through adaptation activities may result in enhanced protection of coastal
and marine cultural and historic assets from storm surges, flooding and coastal erosion.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, The objective ensures the sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of
marine sectors. It protects marine assets in the Region and maintains the potential to utilise them in the
future.
The objective may have a negative effect by limiting where some businesses may operate, creating barriers
to new marine enterprises. For example, since the introduction of Marine Protected Areas in the CMR, the
local fishing industry have reported that a number of boats and jobs have been lost as a result of these
protections, with a loss of income to the Clyde marine economy. More analysis of this is expected through a
Marine Scotland Report to be published in late 2019. It is not clear what effect this objective will have on
safeguarding and/or creating jobs. This is dependent on the location and extent of any protection or
enhancement activities.
Society
+, 0
There is no impact identified on accessibility and connectivity of island and coastal communities or
promoting access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation. This objective is not expected
to have any effects on altering the magnitude of poverty and coastal exclusion and equality for all
communities.
This objective can have a positive effect on a community’s sense of place, including protection of and access
to marine-related heritage. It can also have a positive benefit in terms of improving or maintaining the
experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality
of experience. No impact is identified on supporting a reduction of the magnitude of poverty and social
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Objective NH 1: The health of the marine and coastal natural heritage of the Clyde Marine Region is protected and, where appropriate, enhanced.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
exclusion and promoting equality for all communities.

Objective NH 2: Development and use of the coastal and marine environment does not have significant negative impact on biodiversity, the Marine Protected Area network, other protected
habitats and species and Priority Marine Features in line with the relevant conservation objectives and, where possible, contributes to their maintenance and/or enhancement (MAP NH1).
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
Existing consenting
This objective seeks to minimise the negative impact of development and use on marine and coastal natural
and fauna
processes for coastal and
heritage, specifically protected habitats and species and requires development and use where possible to
marine developments are
contribute to maintenance and/or enhancement. This would have a positive impact on biodiversity, flora and
Population and
+
in place and these are likely fauna. There would also be positive impacts on sediments, marine geology and coastal processes, depending on
human health
to be supported by
the type of protections and enhancement and what species and habitats these are directed at. These combined
Sediments, marine
+
underlying assessments
benefits would ensure positive outcomes for population and human health as people would be able to enjoy
geology and coastal
(e.g. EIA, HRA).
ongoing benefits from these natural assets as they are protected. Increased benefits could be experienced where
processes
Where an impact is
these natural assets are maintained and/ or enhanced. Therefore, the continued use and enjoyment of the
uncertain it is expected
marine and coastal environment, particularly for recreational activities, would be enabled and people would
further determination of
continue to derive therapeutic and recreational benefits from the environment.
this could be made by
The positive impact identified is minor, as the objective stipulates that development and use ‘does not have
considering the specific
significant negative impact’, suggesting that some negative impact may occur; however, it may not be significant
details of any proposals.
to the extent that it impacts the overall functioning of the ecosystem. The positive impact of this policy will be
The CMPP will consider all
greater where development and use can contribute to maintenance and enhancement of the coastal and marine
marine licence applications
environment.
in the Region against
Water
+
Se
This objective could have secondary positive impacts on the water environment. Protection of habitats and
policies in this Plan and
species ensures that where their functions contribute to improved water quality, they can continue to do so.
provide input to Marine
Maintenance and/or enhancement where possible will increase the positive impact.
Scotland to aid any
Air
0
No impact is identified.
licensing decisions.
Climatic factors
+
P/L
Similarly to water quality, this objective could have secondary positive impacts on climatic factors. The objective
Users of this Plan must also has a positive impact as it seeks to minimise the negative impact on habitats and species, including those which
adhere to the policies of
have a role in climate change mitigation (carbon sinks such as seagrasses, kelp and some seabed sediments). This
the NMP, as well as all the
will have a positive contribution to climate change mitigation, and the positive impact will be greater where
policies of Section one and
maintenance and/or enhancement is possible. Ensuring the protection and where possible maintenance and
All sectors – general policy
enhancement of natural heritage in the marine environment can also improve its resilience and capacity to adapt
of the CRMP.
in the face of climate change impacts.
Material assets
+
P/T
There may be indirect positive impacts on material assets, such as natural flood protection, as the natural
heritage features which support this service are protected from significant negative impacts.
Cultural heritage
?
There may be indirect benefits for cultural heritage, dependent on siting and context. Protection or
enhancement works undertaken through adaptation activities may result in enhanced protection of coastal and
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Objective NH 2: Development and use of the coastal and marine environment does not have significant negative impact on biodiversity, the Marine Protected Area network, other protected
habitats and species and Priority Marine Features in line with the relevant conservation objectives and, where possible, contributes to their maintenance and/or enhancement (MAP NH1).
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
marine cultural and historic assets from storm surges, flooding and coastal erosion.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, The objective ensures the sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine
sectors. The objective protects marine assets in the Region and maintains the potential to utilise them in the
future.
The objective may have a negative effect by limiting where some businesses may operate, creating barriers to
new marine enterprises. It is not clear what effect this objective will have on safeguarding and/or creating jobs.
This is dependent on the location and extent of any protection or enhancement activities.
Society
+, 0
There is no impact identified on the accessibility and connectivity of island and coastal communities nor on
promoting access to coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation. This objective is not expected to
have any effect on supporting a reduction of the magnitude of poverty and coastal exclusion and equality for all
communities.
This objective can have a positive effect on a community’s sense of place, including protection of and access to
marine-related heritage. It can also have a positive benefit in terms of maintaining the experiences of
recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of experience.

Objective NH 3: Knowledge and data on marine and coastal natural features within the Clyde Marine Region is improved to identify opportunities for their enhancement, to inform
sustainable development, and to identify climate change adaptation options.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
++
P/L
No mitigation is
This objective will have a positive impact; increased knowledge and data on marine and coastal features will contribute to
and fauna
required as
conserving and enhancing the integrity of ecosystems, their interactions and the benefits they provide. It will also
impacts are
contribute to the prevention of damage to important biological sites and protected species, including the benefits they
Population and
+
identified as
provide. It can also contribute to the achievement of GEnvS and GEcS, meeting the requirements of the Marine Strategy
human health
positive or
Regulations (2010)and the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003and sustaining the benefits of
Sediments, marine
++
neutral.
natural processes and resources.
geology and coastal
Similarly, the objective can ensure the ecosystems and their associated benefits are maintained and enhanced through
processes
sustainable management of geodiversity and their natural processes. Improved data and knowledge can prevent damage
to important geological sites, including the benefits they provide. Improved knowledge and data can contribute to avoid
exacerbating coastal erosion and maintain the integrity of coastal processes and the benefits they provide.
These impacts contribute to healthy ecosystems, both biodiversity and geodiversity and this in turn has a positive impact
on population and human health, ensuring that humans can continue to derive benefits from enhancements to the marine
and coastal environment. It also reduces the risk to human health that may arise from a degraded environment, water
pollution, flood risk, coastal erosion, etc.
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Objective NH 3: Knowledge and data on marine and coastal natural features within the Clyde Marine Region is improved to identify opportunities for their enhancement, to inform
sustainable development, and to identify climate change adaptation options.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Water
+
Improved knowledge and data on the water environment will have a positive impact on water, and can contribute to
achieving and maintaining GEnvS and GEcS, meeting the requirements of the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) and
Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003.
Air
0
No effect is identified.
Climatic factors
+
This objective encompasses improved knowledge and data on marine and coastal features which act as carbon sinks (e.g.
seagrasses, kelp and some seabed sediments). This will have a positive contribution to climate change mitigation and the
Region’s contribution to climate change mitigation in a timely and commensurate way. Ensuring the protection and
enhancement of natural heritage in the marine environment can also improve its resilience and capacity to adapt in the
face of climate change impacts. The objective also specifies the identification of adaptation options, further contributing to
adaptation measures.
Material assets
+
This objective seeks to improve knowledge and data of marine and coastal natural features to inform sustainable
development. This can inform best suited and appropriate placement of material assets such as natural or other flood
protection and energy and telecommunications infrastructure.
Cultural heritage
+, 0
Indirect
Improved knowledge and data of marine and coastal natural features could provide indirect benefits to the protection and
enhancement of the historic marine environment by contributing data and knowledge on cultural heritage. In particular, it
may enhance our knowledge of unknown coastal and marine archaeology.
It will have no effect on avoiding adverse impacts on the character and setting of historic sites and the benefits they
provide.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+
P/L
This objective can support the development of a sustainable marine economy by contributing to the knowledge base of
natural heritage features to help guide appropriate placements of marine and coastal developments and activities,
ensuring they take place in the most appropriate locations. This supports such operations in the long term and ensures
that growth of the marine economy is undertaken in a sustainable way.
The objective does not affect barriers to new marine enterprises and no effect is identified on safeguarding and/or
creating jobs, except within the environmental sector depending on funding.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The objective has a positive effect on society as it can contribute to a community’s sense of place through better
knowledge of the Region and it can maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users. No impact is identified on
supporting a reduction of the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and promoting equality for all communities.

Objective NH 4: The experience and knowledge of local people and visitors about the coastal and marine environment is enhanced through improved awareness of the natural heritage of the
Clyde Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
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Objective NH 4: The experience and knowledge of local people and visitors about the coastal and marine environment is enhanced through improved awareness of the natural heritage of the
Clyde Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
Indirect
No mitigation is required
The impact may be positive, as improvements in people’s experiences and knowledge of the coastal and marine
and fauna
as impacts are identified
environment can indirectly drive behavioural changes and improvements to anthropogenic impacts on the
as positive or neutral.
environment. As people become more aware of and knowledgeable about the environment, they may drive
Population and
+
changes which could result in its improvement.
human health
This can then also have a positive effect on human health and wellbeing; as the natural environment improves, so
Sediments, marine
+
do the benefits people can derive from it.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
+
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
+
Indirect
The impact may be positive, as improvements in people’s experiences and knowledge of the coastal and marine
environment can indirectly drive behavioural changes and improvements to anthropogenic impacts on the
environment. As people become more aware of and knowledgeable about the environment, they may drive
changes which could result in its improvement, specifically in climate change mitigation and adaptation.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
0
No impact is identified.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
0
No impact is identified.
Society
+, 0
The objective can have a positive effect as improved awareness of natural heritage can contribute to a
community’s sense of place. It can also have a positive effect on maintaining or improving the experiences of
recreational users of the marine and coastal environment. No effect is identified for the other objectives for this
topic.

Policy NH 1: All marine and coastal developments and activities must:

comply with international, national and local legal requirements for protected areas and species,

not result in significant impact on the national status of Priority Marine Features, and

protect and, where appropriate, enhance the health of the marine area through contributions to improvement of Priority Marine Features and their associated habitats, species
and ecosystems. Where Priority Marine Features are known or found to exist, licence applications should demonstrate consideration of sensitivities and potential impacts through
tools such as the Feature Activity Sensitivity Tool (FEAST).
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
++
No mitigation is
This policy restates existing legislative requirements in place both within the NMP and in other legislation/policy. The
and fauna
required as
inclusion within this Plan reiterates the duty to protect and where appropriate enhance marine and coastal natural
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Policy NH 1: All marine and coastal developments and activities must:

comply with international, national and local legal requirements for protected areas and species,

not result in significant impact on the national status of Priority Marine Features, and

protect and, where appropriate, enhance the health of the marine area through contributions to improvement of Priority Marine Features and their associated habitats, species
and ecosystems. Where Priority Marine Features are known or found to exist, licence applications should demonstrate consideration of sensitivities and potential impacts through
tools such as the Feature Activity Sensitivity Tool (FEAST).
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Population and
++
impacts are
heritage. The policy is also positive as it promotes consideration of wider environmental sensitivities, potential impacts
human health
identified as
and pressures, especially in relation to Priority Marine Features which may not be considered as part of normal processes.
positive or
This policy will have a positive effect on biodiversity, flora and fauna; population and human health; and sediments,
Sediments, marine
++
neutral.
marine geology, coastal processes and water quality. The policy also promotes the achievement of GEnvS and GEcS under
geology and coastal
the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010)and Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003.
processes
Water
+
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
+
Indirect
This policy encompasses protection of habitats and Priority Marine Features which act as carbon sinks (e.g. seagrasses,
kelp and some seabed sediments). This will have a positive contribution to climate change mitigation. Ensuring the
protection and enhancement of natural heritage in the marine environment can also improve its resilience and capacity to
adapt in the face of climate change impacts.
Material assets
+, 0
Indirect
There may be indirect positive impacts on material assets, such as natural flood protection, as the natural heritage
features which support this service are protected/ enhanced. No effect is identified on man-made material assets.
Cultural heritage
0
No impact is identified.
Landscape/ seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
-,+
This policy may have a negative impact on the marine economy as it may introduce constraints and additional
considerations for marine enterprises operating within the Region. It is not clear how this policy will safeguard and/or
create jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors, except within
the environmental sector depending on funding. For example, since the introduction of Marine Protected Areas in the
CMR, the local fishing industry have reported that a number of boats and jobs have been lost as a result of these
protections, with a loss of income to the Clyde marine economy. More analysis of this is expected through a Marine
Scotland Report to be published in late 2019.
The policy does not introduce additional requirements which are not already in place, apart from the use of the FEAST tool
and this is not anticipated to have a significant negative effect. The SA for the NMP states that the related policy within the
NMP will have a positive effect on supporting the development of a sustainable marine economy, as it encourages the
incorporation of broader environmental impacts into planning and decision-making.
The impact of the policy will also be positive as it seeks to ensure the long-term sustainability of the Region’s resources
and assets, and this in turn promotes the longevity of marine enterprises that rely on the Region’s resources for continued
productivity.
Society
+, 0
There is no impact identified on the accessibility and connectivity of island and coastal communities or promoting access
to coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation. This policy is not expected to have any effect on supporting the
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Policy NH 1: All marine and coastal developments and activities must:

comply with international, national and local legal requirements for protected areas and species,

not result in significant impact on the national status of Priority Marine Features, and

protect and, where appropriate, enhance the health of the marine area through contributions to improvement of Priority Marine Features and their associated habitats, species
and ecosystems. Where Priority Marine Features are known or found to exist, licence applications should demonstrate consideration of sensitivities and potential impacts through
tools such as the Feature Activity Sensitivity Tool (FEAST).
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
reduction of the magnitude of poverty and coastal exclusion and equality for all communities.
This policy can have a positive effect on a community’s sense of place, including protection of and access to marine-related
heritage. It can also have a positive benefit in terms of improving or maintaining the experiences of recreational users of
the marine and coastal environment.

Policy NH 2: Proposals for marine and coastal development(s) and/or activities will be supported where they:

avoid or mitigate negative impacts on non-designated areas of importance for Priority Marine Features and protected species (e.g. breeding grounds and aggregation areas),
12

consider opportunities for any potential associated environmental enhancement, have followed Biodiversity Net Gain principles, and that they support delivery of actions
identified in Local Biodiversity Action Plans of Planning Authorities within the Clyde Marine Region where possible, and/or

contribute to the delivery of conservation objectives of Marine Protected Areas where appropriate.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
This policy is positive for biodiversity, flora and fauna as it considers the ecological network as a whole and seeks to
and fauna
required as
prevent negative impacts to natural heritage outside non-designated areas which are still of importance for Priority
impacts are
Marine Features, protected species or the ecosystem, thereby supporting stages of life history that might be outwith the
identified as
network of designated sites and wider biodiversity. The Biodiversity Net Gain principles seek to promote sustainable
positive or
development and doing everything possible to avoid biodiversity loss in the first place. Supporting delivery of actions
neutral.
identified in Local Biodiversity Action Plans supports alignment with planning authorities and the work they are
undertaking in the protection and enhancement of the marine and coastal environment. This policy supports the
conservation and enhancement of the integrity of ecosystems, their interactions and the benefits they provide. It will
prevent damage to important biological sites and protected species, including the benefits they provide. It can also
contribute to achieving GEnvS and GEcS under the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003and Marine
Strategy Regulations (2010).
Population and
+
P/L
The policy is positive for population and human health as it supports the delivery of healthy ecosystems and biodiversity,
human health
ensuring benefits can continue to be delivered to support human health and wellbeing.
Sediments, marine
+
P/L
The policy is positive for sediments and coastal processes as it ensures negative impacts on non-designated areas
geology and coastal
important to ecosystem functioning are avoided or mitigated. This could also provide the additional indirect benefit of
processes
avoiding exacerbation of coastal erosion and maintaining the integrity of coastal processes and the benefits they provide.
The policy is likely to contribute to delivery of Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) descriptor 6 on maintaining sea floor
12

Biodiversity Net Gain is where development leaves biodiversity in a better state than before.
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Policy NH 2: Proposals for marine and coastal development(s) and/or activities will be supported where they:

avoid or mitigate negative impacts on non-designated areas of importance for Priority Marine Features and protected species (e.g. breeding grounds and aggregation areas),
12

consider opportunities for any potential associated environmental enhancement, have followed Biodiversity Net Gain principles, and that they support delivery of actions
identified in Local Biodiversity Action Plans of Planning Authorities within the Clyde Marine Region where possible, and/or

contribute to the delivery of conservation objectives of Marine Protected Areas where appropriate.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
integrity. The policy may provide positive effects for sediments and coastal processes through supporting Local
Biodiversity Action Plan actions and there may also be indirect benefits to sediments and coastal processes as a result of
benefits derived from employing the Biodiversity Net gains principle.
Water
+
P/L
Many species and habitats play a role in contributing to water quality, so improvement to the wider ecosystem and
biodiversity is likely to contribute to improvements in this. The policy also supports improvements of some
factors/measures that are aiming to be improved through the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003,
such as benthic invertebrate fauna.
Air
0
No effect is identified.
Climatic factors
+
P/L
This policy is likely to have a positive impact on climate change mitigation, as it can promote maintenance and protection
of areas important for climate change mitigation. Likelihood of negative impacts on non-designated areas of importance
can strengthen biodiversity and therefore resilience to environmental pressures and changes, such as the impacts of
climate change.
Material assets
+, 0
Secondary
The policy may have indirect benefits to some material assets, in particular to protect natural flood management
processes.
Cultural heritage
0
No effect is identified.
Landscape/seascape
0
No effect is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+,P/L
This policy is positive as it broadens consideration of biodiversity and environmental issues into developments and
activities. The policy supports the development of a sustainable marine economy.
It may also have a negative impact due to the additional considerations required. These considerations may place
constraints on some developments and activities in the planning and development stage due to the need to take into
account avoidance or mitigation measures. This may have a negative impact as it could create barriers to marine
enterprise and on safeguarding and/or creating jobs. It may present additional positive benefits to some sectors, such as
wildlife tourism and fisheries.
Society
+, 0
P/L
There is no effect identified on the accessibility and connectivity of island and coastal communities or promoting access to
coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation. This policy is not expected to have any impact on supporting a
reduction in the magnitude of poverty and coastal exclusion and equality for all communities.
This policy can have a positive effect on a community’s sense of place, including protection of and access to marine-related
heritage. It can also have a positive benefit in terms of improving or maintaining the experiences of recreational users of
the marine and coastal environment.
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Policy NH 3: Applications for the harvesting of wild seaweed should demonstrate that proposals are in accordance with evolving Scottish Government policy and any future guidance from
Scottish Natural Heritage.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is It is assumed that the impact on biodiversity, flora and fauna of the following evolving and developing government policy
and fauna
required as
will be positive; as Scottish Government/Scottish Natural Heritage policy or guidance will support and promote sustainable
impacts are
harvesting of wild seaweed. Seaweed forms an important part of ecosystem functioning and can provide a range of services,
identified as
such as acting as a climate sink, nursery habitat or buffer against severe wave action during storm events. Ensuring it is
positive or
harvested in a sustainable and responsible manner will protect associated biodiversity, flora and fauna which rely on this
neutral.
component of the ecosystem.
Population and
+
P/L
The policy is positive for population and human health as ensuring the sustainable harvesting of wild seaweed protects the
human health
wider habitats and species that rely on seaweed. It supports the delivery of healthy ecosystems and biodiversity, ensuring
benefits can continue to be delivered to support human health and wellbeing.
Sediments, marine
+
P/L
This policy will have a positive impact as depending on the type of seaweed and its location, it can act as a buffer against
geology and coastal
severe wave action during storm events, reducing the risk of coastal erosion. Ensuring wild seaweed is harvested sustainably
processes
can also reduce the risk of increasing sedimentation which affects turbidity in the water column and can have
secondary/indirect negative impacts on other biodiversity.
Water
+
Secondary
The policy will have an indirect positive impact on water. Ensuring wild seaweed is harvested sustainably can also reduce the
risk of increasing sedimentation which affects turbidity in the water column and can have secondary/indirect negative
impacts on other biodiversity.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
+
Secondary
The policy may have indirect benefits for climate change mitigation as it may result in the protection and enhancement of
species and habitats which act as carbon sinks.
Material assets
+, 0
Secondary
The policy may have indirect benefits to habitats and species which provide natural flood management services.
Cultural heritage
0
No impact is identified.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+
P/L
This policy is positive as it promotes development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region, it also ensures sustainable
use of the Region’s wild seaweed resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors. This policy supports the
development of industries related to seaweed harvesting that are also in line with appropriate guidance, and where this is
the case this can also safeguard and/or create jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine economy across
new or existing sectors and that support/provide benefits to coastal communities within the CMR.
Society
+, 0
P/L
There is no effect identified on the accessibility and connectivity of island and coastal communities or promoting access to
coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation. This policy is not expected to have any impact on supporting a
reduction in the magnitude of poverty and coastal exclusion and equality for all communities.
This policy can have indirect positive effect on a community’s sense of place, including protection of and access to marinerelated heritage. It can also have a positive benefit in terms of improving or maintaining the experiences of recreational
users of the marine and coastal environment, especially in areas where seaweed has a role in mitigating the impacts of
climate change.
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Policy NH 4: Any development(s) and/or activities limiting the ability of wild salmon and diadromous fish to migrate through the Clyde Marine Region will only be supported if suitable
mitigation measures are in place.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
Mitigation:
The policy is positive as it ensures that where developments/activities may impact wild salmon and diadromous fish,
and fauna
No mitigation is
they are taken into account and mitigation measures are put in place to ensure there are minimal negative impacts
required as impacts are on these species’ ability to migrate.
identified as positive or
Population and
+
The policy is positive for population and human health as it generally prevents the migration of wild salmon and
neutral.
human health
diadromous fish from being impeded, supporting the delivery of healthy ecosystems and ensuring benefits can
continue to be delivered to support human health and wellbeing.
Sediments, marine
0
No impact is identified.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
0
Air
0
Climatic factors
0
Material assets
0
Cultural heritage
0
Landscape/seascape
0
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it supports the development of a sustainable marine economy, it also ensures sustainable
use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors. It is not anticipated that the policy
will have any impact on safeguarding and/or creating jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine
economy across new or existing sectors, although there may be a marginal increase in economic activity relating to
angling.
Society
+, 0
P/L
This policy can have a positive effect on a community’s sense of place, including protection of and access to marinerelated heritage. It can also have a positive benefit in terms of improving or maintaining the experiences of
recreational users (i.e. anglers) of the marine and coastal environment.
There is no effect identified on the accessibility and connectivity of island and coastal communities or promoting
access to coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation. This policy is not expected to support a reduction
in the magnitude of poverty and coastal exclusion and equality for all communities.

Policy NH 5: Users of the Clyde Marine Region should follow the guidance set out in the Marine Wildlife Watching Code and the Outdoor Access Code. Any activities taking place on the
shoreline (e.g. beach cleaning activities, dog walking or landing vessels on the coast or islands in the Clyde Marine Region) should be aware of the potential to cause disturbance to ground
nesting birds and hauled out seals and take appropriate action to avoid this.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
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Policy NH 5: Users of the Clyde Marine Region should follow the guidance set out in the Marine Wildlife Watching Code and the Outdoor Access Code. Any activities taking place on the
shoreline (e.g. beach cleaning activities, dog walking or landing vessels on the coast or islands in the Clyde Marine Region) should be aware of the potential to cause disturbance to ground
nesting birds and hauled out seals and take appropriate action to avoid this.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is required
This policy is positive for biodiversity, flora and fauna as it seeks to conserve and enhance the integrity of
and fauna
as impacts are identified
ecosystems, prevent damage to important biological sites and protected species, their interactions and the
as positive or neutral.
benefits they provide by improving users’ awareness of how to interact appropriately with marine wildlife and the
natural environment.
Population and
+
The policy is positive for population and human health as it contributes to the prevention of disturbance or
human health
damage to species, supporting the delivery of healthy ecosystems and ensuring benefits can continue to be
delivered to support human health and wellbeing.
Sediments, marine
0
No impact is identified.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
0
Air
0
Climatic factors
0
Material assets
0
Cultural heritage
0
Landscape/seascape
0
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it promotes the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region.
No effect is identified on the other SA objectives for marine economy.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it promotes access to coastal and marine resource for tourism and maintains or improves
the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment by encouraging responsible use and
interactions with the natural environment.
No effect is identified on the other SA objectives for society.
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Policy NH 6: Activities which contribute data and further knowledge of the natural heritage of the Clyde Marine Region will be supported, including those which give opportunities to other
13
marine users (such as fishers and recreational users) to collect data, and citizen science projects. Organisations should, where possible, share MEDIN compliant marine habitats and species
data with others to facilitate partnership working and improved knowledge of the marine environment. Findings of Environmental Impact Assessments which contain data relating to Priority
Marine Features should contribute to data in the public domain to improve decision-making processes and management of the marine and coastal environment. Of particular interest in the
Clyde Marine Region are those projects which consider:

the number, diversity, life history, behaviour and population dynamics of species, particularly Priority Marine Features and protected species,

impacts on species and habitats, including cumulative impacts, and any locally specific impacts, interactions, sensitivities and pressures,

areas of important habitat for the conservation and enhancement of Priority Marine Features and protected species, particularly sensitive areas,

mapping of areas of sensitivity for both ecological enhancement and development and areas suitable for enhancement, within non-designated areas that contribute to ecological
coherence,

identifying opportunities where developments and activities can deliver environmental/societal benefits,
 climate change impacts within the Region (e.g. movement of species distribution, change in food web dynamics) and mitigation or adaptation options, and/or



predator-prey interactions.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
impact
Biodiversity, flora
++
and fauna
Population and
human health

++

Sediments, marine
geology and coastal
processes

+

Water

?

Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy

0
+

13

+

Mitigation

Explanatory text

Mitigation:
No mitigation is
required as impacts
are identified as
positive or neutral.

This policy can have positive impacts across a number of scales impacting a range of species and habitats. Improving
knowledge and contributing to data supports the conservation and enhancement of ecosystems, can prevent damage
to important biological sites and protected species, including the benefits they provide. This policy can also contribute
to ensuring GEnvS and GEcS are achieved in the CMR.
The policy is positive for population and human health as it supports the delivery of healthy ecosystems and
biodiversity, ensuring benefits can continue to be delivered to support human health and wellbeing.
The policy is positive, as improving knowledge and contributing to data supports and helps inform appropriate
management, ensuring that geodiversity and its natural processes are maintained and enhanced. It can also inform
management, planning and guide activities to prevent damage to important geological sites including the benefits they
provide, as well as avoiding exacerbating coastal erosion and helping to maintain the integrity of coastal processes and
the benefits they provide.
There may be indirect positive benefits on this SEA topic derived from the improved maintenance or enhancement of
other aspects of the environment.
No impact is identified.
This policy can inform decisions which will contribute to achieving the SEA objectives for these SEA Topics.

The policy is positive as it supports the development of a sustainable marine economy and encourages consideration
of contributing to the wider knowledge base, which will ultimately inform and support better development/planning
decisions and location of activities.

Marine Environmental Data and Information Network - http://www.oceannet.org/

95

Policy NH 6: Activities which contribute data and further knowledge of the natural heritage of the Clyde Marine Region will be supported, including those which give opportunities to other
13
marine users (such as fishers and recreational users) to collect data, and citizen science projects. Organisations should, where possible, share MEDIN compliant marine habitats and species
data with others to facilitate partnership working and improved knowledge of the marine environment. Findings of Environmental Impact Assessments which contain data relating to Priority
Marine Features should contribute to data in the public domain to improve decision-making processes and management of the marine and coastal environment. Of particular interest in the
Clyde Marine Region are those projects which consider:

the number, diversity, life history, behaviour and population dynamics of species, particularly Priority Marine Features and protected species,

impacts on species and habitats, including cumulative impacts, and any locally specific impacts, interactions, sensitivities and pressures,

areas of important habitat for the conservation and enhancement of Priority Marine Features and protected species, particularly sensitive areas,

mapping of areas of sensitivity for both ecological enhancement and development and areas suitable for enhancement, within non-designated areas that contribute to ecological
coherence,

identifying opportunities where developments and activities can deliver environmental/societal benefits,
 climate change impacts within the Region (e.g. movement of species distribution, change in food web dynamics) and mitigation or adaptation options, and/or



predator-prey interactions.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
impact

Society

+,0

Mitigation

Explanatory text
Research activities which provide opportunities for marine users to take part in and contribute to data collection may
create new job opportunities, although this is dependent on individual research initiatives and funding.
The policy is positive as it can inform decisions which will contribute to improving access to coastal and marine
resource for tourism or the improvement of experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment
by encouraging responsible use and interactions with the natural environment.
No impact is identified on the other SA objectives for society.
There are also wider benefits for society around improving knowledge and data collection generally.

Policy NH 7: Activities which engage with those people living in and visiting the Clyde Marine Region to improve their interest, awareness and knowledge of the natural heritage of the Clyde
Marine Region will be supported when in line with this Plan. These activities should be accessible to all, including those with protected characteristics, and should help overcome physical,
cultural and economic barriers to participation where practicable.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+, 0
Indirect
Mitigation:
This policy does not have a direct effect on many of the SEA/SA objectives.
and fauna
No mitigation is
required as
Improving people’s interest, awareness and knowledge of the natural heritage of the CMR can lead to many positive and
Population and
+, 0
impacts are
indirect (and potentially diffuse and intangible) benefits across a range of SEA and SA Topics. As people become more
human health
identified as
informed and engaged in the marine environment and begin to know it better they can develop a greater connection to it.
Sediments, marine
+, 0
positive or
This can increase the value people place on the protection and enhancement of the marine environment which can in turn
geology and coastal
neutral.
engender people to have a greater sense of ownership and stewardship of natural heritage resources. As a result, human
processes
activities can lead to less negative impacts. Overall this may have a positive impact on improving people’s engagement
Water
+, 0
with consultative processes, leading to better informed decision making.
Air
+, 0
Climatic factors
+, 0

96

Policy NH 7: Activities which engage with those people living in and visiting the Clyde Marine Region to improve their interest, awareness and knowledge of the natural heritage of the Clyde
Marine Region will be supported when in line with this Plan. These activities should be accessible to all, including those with protected characteristics, and should help overcome physical,
cultural and economic barriers to participation where practicable.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Material assets
+, 0
Cultural heritage
+, 0
Landscape/seascape
+, 0
SA topics
Marine economy
0, +
Such activities can help people better understand the complex environmental dynamics and different uses and sectors
operating and carrying out activities within the Region. Activities can contribute towards improving involvement in
consultation processes, and thereby supporting the development of a sustainable marine economy.
This policy has no direct impact on the other SEA objectives: ensuring the sustainable use of the Region’s resources,
protecting marine assets, removing or avoiding barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities or safeguarding and/or
creating jobs that support new or existing sectors. However, it may have an indirect positive influence on these objectives.
Society
0,+
It has no impact on supporting the reduction of the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion or in promoting equality for
all communities or on maintaining or improving accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities. It can
have a positive impact on contributing to a community’s sense of place, including protection of and access to marinerelated heritage. This policy can also improve the recreational experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal
environment in terms of quality of experience.

Non-Native Species
Objective NNS 1: The risk of introduction and spread of non-native species is reduced in the Clyde Marine Region through improved management of the main pathways. The impacts of nonnative species on both the ecosystem and the economy are minimised.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No
The objective is positive and provides benefits to species and habitats that are vulnerable or sensitive to non-native species.
and fauna
mitigation is More broadly, this objective can contribute to the conservation and enhancement of the integrity of the ecosystem (if there is
required as
less risk of non-native species being present in the environment then this presents less risk to the integrity of ecosystems) and
Population and
+
impacts are
their interactions. Preventing the spread of non-native species can also prevent damage occurring to important biological sites
human health
identified as and protected species, and the benefits they provide. This policy can also contribute to meeting the requirements of the Water
14
Sediments, marine
+
positive or
Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 and the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) (particularly descriptor 1&2 ).
geology and coastal
neutral.
Non-native species can impact on the integrity of the water environment and on sediments, marine geology and coastal
processes
processes; this objective is positive as it reduces the risk of non-native species entering the Region.
Water
+
The benefits derived to biodiversity, flora and fauna will ensure that people can continue to enjoy biodiversity into the future

14

Descriptor 1: Biodiversity is maintained. Descriptor 2: Non-indigenous species do not adversely alter the ecosystem.
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Objective NNS 1: The risk of introduction and spread of non-native species is reduced in the Clyde Marine Region through improved management of the main pathways. The impacts of nonnative species on both the ecosystem and the economy are minimised.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
and it can continue to support human health and wellbeing.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
Material assets
+
P/L
Non-native species have the potential to become invasive and can be very destructive to both the natural and man-made
environment. This objective is positive for material assets as it can prevent potential damage to material assets (e.g. waste water
infrastructure, aquaculture assets, flood protection, machinery and recreational infrastructure).
Cultural heritage
+
Non-native species could present a threat to cultural heritage if they become established on cultural heritage features. There is
potential for this objective to be positive for cultural heritage as it can prevent this from happening and thus prevents damage
or adverse impacts from occurring to the character and setting of historic sites, archaeology, other features and the benefits
they provide.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, P/L
The impacts are mixed for the marine economy. Implementing improved management of main pathways to reduce the risk of
non-native species being introduced and spreading throughout the Region may present additional operating costs to some
businesses (and therefore could increase barriers to new marine enterprises). However, the potential benefits in reducing the
spread of non-native species into the Region prevent adverse impacts on important and sensitive habitats and species, which
some businesses may be reliant on. In addition, invasive non-native species can present significant cost to some businesses
through the damage they can generate (clogging, smothering and disabling machinery, water intakes and other structures such
as lock gates, pontoons, boat hulls and other underwater structures). These impacts would have implications on the
safeguarding and/or creation of jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine economy. This objective can overall
support the development of a sustainable marine economy in the CMR.
Society
+, 0
Reducing the risk of introduction and spread of non-native species can contribute to improving access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation, contributing to communities’ sense of place, including protection of and access to marinerelated heritage, and can maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment,
both in terms of access (e.g. non-native species can negatively impact the functionality of infrastructure if it becomes covered or
damaged by non-native species) and quality of experience as it reduces the risk of non-native species from having a detrimental
impact on the coastal and marine environment.
No impact is identified on maintaining or improving the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities, on
promoting access to coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation, on supporting the reduction of the magnitude of
poverty and social exclusion or on promoting equality for all communities.

Policy NNS 1: Applications for marine and coastal development(s) and/or activities will be supported where they demonstrate that they have minimised the risk of introducing or spreading
marine non-native species and terrestrial non-native species affecting seabirds particularly when this involves moving equipment, boats, materials or livestock from one water body to
another, or when undertaking activities within a water body where non-native species are known to exist, for example introducing structures which may inadvertently facilitate the
settlement of non-native species. Local licensing regimes relating to the marine environment should also stipulate a requirement for consideration of marine biosecurity.
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SEA topics

Impact

Biodiversity, flora
and fauna

+

Population and
human health
Sediments, marine
geology and coastal
processes
Water

+

Air
Climatic factors
Material assets

0
0
+

Cultural heritage

+

Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy

0

Society

+, 0

Nature of
impact
P/L

+

+

+. -

Mitigation

Explanatory text

No mitigation
is required as
impacts are
identified as
positive or
neutral.

The policy is positive and provides benefits to species and habitats that are vulnerable or sensitive to non-native species. More
broadly, this policy can contribute to the conservation and enhancement of the integrity of the ecosystem (if there is less risk
of non-native species being present in the environment then this presents less risk to the integrity of ecosystems) and their
interactions. Preventing the spread of non-native species can also prevent damage occurring to important biological sites and
protected species, and the benefits they provide. This policy can also contribute to meeting the requirements of the Water
Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003and the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) (particularly descriptor 1&2).
Non-native species can impact on the integrity of the water environment and on sediments, marine geology and coastal
processes; this policy is positive as it reduces the risk of non-native species entering the Region.
The benefits derived from biodiversity, flora and fauna will ensure that people can continue to enjoy biodiversity into the
future and it can continue to support human health and wellbeing.
No impact is identified.

P/L

Non-native species have the potential to become invasive and can be very destructive to both the natural and man-made
environment. This policy is positive for material assets as it can prevent potential damage to material assets (e.g. waste water
infrastructure, aquaculture assets, flood protection, machinery and recreational infrastructure).
Non-native species could present a threat to cultural heritage if they become established on or around cultural heritage
features. This policy is positive for cultural heritage as it can prevent this from happening and thus prevents damage or
adverse impacts from occurring to the character and setting of historic sites, archaeology, other features and the benefits they
provide.
No impact is identified.

P/L

The impacts are mixed for the marine economy. Implementing improved management of main pathways to reduce the risk of
non-native species being introduced and spreading throughout the Region may present additional operating costs to some
businesses (and therefore could increase barriers to new marine enterprises). However, the benefits in reducing the spread of
non-native species into the Region may outweigh negative impacts, such as increased costs, as they prevent adverse impacts
on important and sensitive habitats, which some businesses may rely on. In addition, invasive non-native species can present
significant costs to some businesses through the damage they can generate (clogging, smothering and disabling machinery,
water intakes and other structures such as lock gates, pontoons, boat hulls and other underwater structures). These impacts
would have implications on the safeguarding and/or creation of jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine
economy. Overall, this policy can support the development of a sustainable marine economy in the CMR.
Reducing the risk of introduction and spread of non-native species can contribute to improving access to coastal and marine
resource for tourism and recreation, contributing to communities’ sense of place including protection of and access to marinerelated heritage (e.g. non-native species can negatively impact the functionality of infrastructure if it becomes covered or
damaged by non-native species ) and can maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal
environment, both in terms of access and quality of experience as it reduces the risk of non-native species having a
detrimental impact on the coastal and marine environment.
No impact is identified on maintaining or improving the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities, on
promoting access to coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation, on supporting a reduction in the magnitude of
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Policy NNS 1: Applications for marine and coastal development(s) and/or activities will be supported where they demonstrate that they have minimised the risk of introducing or spreading
marine non-native species and terrestrial non-native species affecting seabirds particularly when this involves moving equipment, boats, materials or livestock from one water body to
another, or when undertaking activities within a water body where non-native species are known to exist, for example introducing structures which may inadvertently facilitate the
settlement of non-native species. Local licensing regimes relating to the marine environment should also stipulate a requirement for consideration of marine biosecurity.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
poverty and social exclusion or on promoting equality for all communities.

Policy NNS 2: Activities to research and/or eradicate non-native species, including research on how climate change will affect non-native species in the Clyde Marine Region, or to set up
schemes to prevent the spread of non-native species will be supported in line with Policy NNS 1.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
Furthering research, eradication or schemes which aid prevention of non-native species will have wide ranging benefits
and fauna
required as
across the SA objectives for these topics (see comments for Objective NNS 1 and Policy NNS 1). These initiatives will
impacts are
ultimately have the impact of contributing to the achievement of the objectives, through conserving and enhancing the
Population and
+
identified as
integrity of ecosystems, their interactions and the benefits they provide.
human health
positive or
Sediments, marine
+
neutral.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
+
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
+
P/L
As above for the first four SEA Topics.
Cultural heritage
+
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
P/L
The marine economy can benefit from further research, eradication or schemes which aid prevention of non-native
species. Such initiatives can further support the development of a sustainable marine economy and prevent damage to the
marine environment which may impact on the operation and efficient running of marine businesses. In addition, these
initiatives may not involve any costs to marine businesses, but they can still benefit from the outcomes and findings. This
policy may safeguard and/or create jobs within the environmental sector, depending on funding.
No impact is identified on removing or avoiding barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities or safeguarding and/or
creating jobs.
Society
+, 0
P/L
Society can also benefit from such initiatives, as they ultimately may impact on maintaining access (e.g. non-native species
can negatively impact the functionality of infrastructure if it becomes covered or damaged by non-native species) to
coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation, protection of and access to marine-related heritage and maintain
or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and
quality of experience.
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Policy NNS 2: Activities to research and/or eradicate non-native species, including research on how climate change will affect non-native species in the Clyde Marine Region, or to set up
schemes to prevent the spread of non-native species will be supported in line with Policy NNS 1.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
No impact is identified on maintaining or improving the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities
nor on supporting a reduction in the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion, and promoting equality for all
communities.

Policy NNS 3: All organisations using the Clyde Marine Region should take into account the risk of introducing or spreading non-native species and put in place biosecurity management
measures to minimise this risk. Where relevant, a site-based biosecurity plan for marine non-native species and terrestrial non-native species affecting seabirds should be developed in line
with best practice Marine Biosecurity Planning guidance.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
The policy is positive and provides benefits to species and habitats that are vulnerable or sensitive to non-native species.
and fauna
required as
More broadly, this policy can contribute to the conservation and enhancement of the integrity of the ecosystem (if there is
impacts are
less risk of non-native species being present in the environment then this presents less risk to the integrity of ecosystems)
Population and
+
identified as
and their interactions. Preventing the spread of non-native species can also prevent damage occurring to important
human health
positive or
biological sites and protected species, and the benefits they provide. This policy can also contribute to meeting the
Sediments, marine
+
neutral.
requirements of the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 and the Marine Strategy Regulations
geology and coastal
(2010) (particularly descriptor 1&2). Non-native species can impact on the integrity of the water environment and on
processes
sediments, marine geology and coastal processes; this policy is positive as it reduces the risk of introducing or spreading
Water
+
non-native species around the Region.
The benefits derived from biodiversity, flora and fauna will ensure that people can continue to enjoy biodiversity into the
future and it can continue to support human health and wellbeing.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
Material assets
0
Non-native species have the potential to become invasive and can be very destructive to both the natural and man-made
environment. This policy is positive for material assets as putting biosecurity management measures in place can minimise
the risk of potential damage to material assets (e.g. waste water infrastructure, flood protection, machinery and
recreational infrastructure).
Cultural heritage
+
Non-native species could present a threat to cultural heritage if they become established on or around cultural heritage
features. This policy is positive for cultural heritage as it can prevent this from happening and thus prevent damage or
adverse impacts from occurring to the character and setting of historic sites, archaeology, other features and the benefits
they provide to local communities and society as a whole.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
-, +
This policy can support the overall development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region, however the results are
mixed for their impact on the marine economy. Implementing biosecurity management measures to reduce the risk of
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Policy NNS 3: All organisations using the Clyde Marine Region should take into account the risk of introducing or spreading non-native species and put in place biosecurity management
measures to minimise this risk. Where relevant, a site-based biosecurity plan for marine non-native species and terrestrial non-native species affecting seabirds should be developed in line
with best practice Marine Biosecurity Planning guidance.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
non-native species being introduced and spreading throughout the Region may present additional operating costs to some
businesses (and therefore could increase barriers to new marine enterprises). However, the benefits in reducing the
spread of non-native species into the Region may outweigh the negative impact of additional costs as they prevent
adverse impacts on important and sensitive habitats and species, which some businesses may rely on. In addition, invasive
non-native species can present a significant cost to some businesses through the damage they can generate (clogging,
smothering and disabling machinery, water intakes and other structures such as lock gates, pontoons, boat hulls and other
underwater structures). These impacts would have implications on the safeguarding and/or creation of jobs.
Society
+, 0
Reducing the risk of introduction and spread of non-native species can contribute to improving access (e.g. non-native
species can negatively impact the functionality of infrastructure if it becomes covered or damaged by non-native species)
to coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation as it reduces the risk of non-native species having a
detrimental impact on the coastal and marine environment. Improved access can contribute to communities’ sense of
place including protection of and access to marine-related heritage and can maintain or improve the experiences of
recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of experience.
No impact is identified on maintaining or improving the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities,
on promoting access to coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation, on supporting the reduction in the
magnitude of poverty and social exclusion or on promoting equality for all communities.

Policy NNS 4: Marine users of the Clyde Marine Region, including, but not limited to, use for sports such as sailing, motor boating, sea angling, scuba diving, sea kayaking, jet skiing, wind and
kite surfing, should, where possible, follow best practice procedure, such as the Great British Non-native Species ‘check, clean, dry’ procedure, when moving equipment into, out of and
within the Clyde Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation
As above for Policy NNS 3.
and fauna
is required as
impacts are
Population and
+
identified as
human health
positive or
Sediments, marine
+
neutral.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
+
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
Material assets
+
Non-native species have the potential to become invasive and can be very destructive to both the natural and man-made
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Policy NNS 4: Marine users of the Clyde Marine Region, including, but not limited to, use for sports such as sailing, motor boating, sea angling, scuba diving, sea kayaking, jet skiing, wind and
kite surfing, should, where possible, follow best practice procedure, such as the Great British Non-native Species ‘check, clean, dry’ procedure, when moving equipment into, out of and
within the Clyde Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
environment. This policy is positive for material assets, as putting biosecurity measures in place, such as ‘check, clean, dry’, can
minimise the risk of potential damage to material assets (e.g. waste water infrastructure, aquaculture assets, flood protection,
machinery and recreational infrastructure).
Cultural heritage
+
Non-native species could present a threat to cultural heritage if they become established on or around cultural heritage
features. This policy is positive as it can reduce the risk of this happening and thus prevent damage or adverse impacts from
occurring to the character and setting of historic sites, archaeology, other features and the benefits they provide to local
communities and society as a whole.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
-,+,0
S/T
The impacts are mixed for the marine economy. Additional costs could be present when marine businesses (particularly
P/L
recreational facilities) install infrastructure to support implementing biosecurity management measures to reduce the risk of
non-native species being introduced and marine users implementing this policy. However, the benefits in reducing the spread
of non-native species into the Region may outweigh the negative impact of additional costs as they prevent adverse impacts
on important and sensitive habitats, which some businesses may rely on. In addition, invasive non-native species can present a
significant cost to some businesses through the damage they can generate (clogging, smothering and disabling machinery,
water intakes and other structures such as lock gates, pontoons, boat hulls and other underwater structures). This policy can
support the overall development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region.
No impact is identified on removing or avoiding barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities or to safeguarding and/or
creating jobs that support new or existing sectors.
Society
+, 0
Reducing the risk of introduction and spread of non-native species can contribute to improving access (e.g. non-native species
can negatively impact the functionality of infrastructure if it becomes covered or damaged by non-native species) to coastal
and marine resources for tourism and recreation as it reduces the risk of non-native species having a detrimental impact on
the coastal and marine environment. Improving access can contribute to communities’ sense of place including protection of
and access to marine-related heritage and can maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and
coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of experience.
No impact is identified on maintaining or improving the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities, on
promoting access to coastal and marine resource for tourism and recreation, on supporting a reduction in the magnitude of
poverty and social exclusion or promoting equality for all communities.
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Marine Litter
15

Objective ML 1: Marine and coastal related development(s) and structures do not contribute to marine litter in the Clyde Marine Region and do contribute to a circular economy (SD2 ).
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No
The objective is positive as it aims to reduce the contribution of marine litter entering the environment, which promotes the
and fauna
mitigation is conservation and enhancement of the integrity of ecosystems and it can reduce damage to important biological sites and
required as
protected species, including the benefits they provide. This objective can also help contribute to the achievement of GEnvS
Population and
+
P/L
impacts are
under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), particularly for descriptor 10: Marine Litter does not cause harm. Marine litter
human health
identified as can have adverse effects on biodiversity. Marine wildlife can ingest or become entangled in marine litter, causing death or
Sediments, marine
+, 0
P/L
positive or
false satiation effects, leading to increased mortality. Marine litter can also act as a vector for invasive and non-native species.
geology and coastal
neutral.
Microplastics are pervasive throughout the marine and coastal environment and present additional risks, as they are difficult
processes
to remove completely from the environment. Nurdles are also present on beaches within the Region.
Water
+
P/L
The objective is also positive for population and human health, as it ensures healthy ecosystems can continue to support
human health and wellbeing. In particular, sewage related debris and other marine litter accumulating on beaches and any
accessible coastline present a public health issue, as well as a deterrent to recreation and tourism.
Marine litter often becomes entangled in the strandline, to the degree that manual litter picking presents an onerous task.
This can lead to the use of tractors and mechanical methods of seaweed removal, resulting in the loss or degrading of this
important feature on the shore. Litter can also become incorporated into seabed and intertidal sediments. This can impact on
the sustainable management of geodiversity. No impact is identified on coastal processes, geological sites, coastal erosion or
the inherent capacity of the natural environment to cope with flooding.
Although litter is not a consideration of water quality under the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003,
marine litter can be present in the water column and adversely affect the general cleanliness of water bodies. No impact is
identified on exacerbating flooding.
Contributing to a circular economy can have a positive impact across all these topics. A circular economic system is based on
reducing waste and pollution, keeping products and materials in use and regenerating natural systems. This can provide
benefits across all topics and provide wider, positive benefits across society.
Although the majority of marine litter entering the marine environment comes from terrestrial sources, this objective can
contribute to a reduction in marine litter and forms part of a suite of objectives which consider different sources of marine
litter.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
+, 0
P/L
This objective is positive as moving towards a circular economy can contribute to climate change mitigation. A circular
economy promotes less production, which can result in reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and therefore contributes to
climate change mitigation efforts in the Region. There is no impact identified on adaptation activities.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified on material assets. However, this objective ensures that future developments, which may be
contributing to material assets within the Clyde (e.g. energy infrastructure, waste water management, flood management
structures), do not contribute to marine litter in the Region.
Cultural heritage
+, 0
P/L
This objective can have a positive impact. Marine litter can have a negative aesthetic effect on cultural heritage features and
15

Strategic Direction 2: Reduce marine and coastal based sources of litter, in coordination with land sourced litter being reduced by the national litter strategy.
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15

Objective ML 1: Marine and coastal related development(s) and structures do not contribute to marine litter in the Clyde Marine Region and do contribute to a circular economy (SD2 ).
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
impact on the character of historic sites and the benefits they provide to society and communities. No impact is identified on
damage to known and unknown coastal and marine archaeology or the benefits it provides.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
-, +
Negative
Marine litter can present various threats/risks to a number of marine industries. It can be a threat to fisheries operations as
impact –
gear can snag on large objects on the seabed, damaging gear and increasing the risk of capsizing. Objects caught in nets cost
depends on
time to remove, resulting in lost fishing time and potentially damaged gear. Floating marine litter can present a hazard to
the nature
recreational craft, both through collision and through entanglement of ropes and other floating debris in propellers.
of the
The objective is positive as it can reduce these risks to various sectors and ultimately reduce operational costs or time lost.
developmen
Promoting contribution to a circular economy supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region,
t or
across a range of sectors.
structure,
The objective has mixed impacts and can be negative for some sectors undertaking marine and coastal related development.
could be S/T
Ensuring that structures and developments do not contribute to marine litter may lead to additional construction and
or ongoing.
maintenance costs. It is not clear if this will create barriers for new marine enterprise opportunities or have an impact on
P/L
safeguarding and/or creating jobs.
Society
+, 0
The objective is positive as it can contribute to communities’ sense of place, including protection and access to marine-related
heritage. It can also maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine environment, in terms of quality
of experience.
No impact is identified on the accessibility or connectivity of coastal and island communities, access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation or on poverty, social exclusion or equality for all communities.

16

Objective ML 2: A reduction in the volume of litter entering the marine environment through the Clyde Marine Region catchment area, in particular plastic material (SD 1 &2).
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
Mitigation:
The objective is positive as it aims to reduce the contribution of marine litter entering the environment, which promotes the
and fauna
No mitigation is conservation and enhancement of the integrity of ecosystems and it can reduce damage to important biological sites and
required as
protected species, including the benefits they provide. This objective can also help contribute to the achievement of GEnvS
Population and
+
impacts are
under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), particularly for descriptor 10: Marine Litter does not cause harm. Marine
human health
identified as
litter can have a variety of negative impacts on these SEA Topics, as noted under the explanatory text for Objective ML 1.
Sediments, marine
+
positive or
The majority of marine litter enters the marine environment from terrestrial sources, therefore seeking to reduce riverine
geology and coastal
neutral.
inputs can have a positive impact on reducing the amount of litter which enters the marine environment this way.
processes
Water
+
Air
0
No impact is identified.
16

Strategic Direction 1: Improve public and business attitudes and behaviours around marine and coastal litter, in co-ordination with the national litter strategy.
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16

Objective ML 2: A reduction in the volume of litter entering the marine environment through the Clyde Marine Region catchment area, in particular plastic material (SD 1 &2).
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
This objective can have a positive impact. Marine litter can have a negative aesthetic effect on cultural heritage features and
impact on the character of historic sites and the benefits they provide to society and communities. No impact is identified on
damage to known and unknown coastal and marine archaeology or the benefits it provides.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
0
It is unlikely this objective will have any impact on the marine economy or on safeguarding and/or creating jobs. This
objective may present additional costs for terrestrial businesses, where they contribute to litter entering the marine
environment.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The objective is positive as it can maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine environment, in
terms of quality of experience.
No impact is identified on the accessibility or connectivity of coastal and island communities, access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation, access to marine related heritage or poverty, social exclusion or equality for all
communities.

17

Objective ML 3: An increase in beach and riverine cleaning activities and data collected through such activities which contribute to the evidence base on marine litter (SD4 ) within the Clyde
Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
The objective is positive as it aims to reduce the contribution of marine litter in the environment, which promotes the
and fauna
required as
conservation and enhancement of the integrity of ecosystems and it can reduce damage to important biological sites and
impacts are
protected species, including the benefits they provide. This objective can also help contribute to the achievement of GEnvS
Population and
+
identified as
under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), particularly for descriptor 10: Marine Litter does not cause harm. Marine
human health
positive or
litter can have a variety of negative impacts on these SEA Topics, as noted under the explanatory text for Objective ML 1.
Sediments, marine
+
neutral.
Increasing data collected thorough such activities helps to identify sources of litter, among other things, which helps to
geology and coastal
targets action on litter reduction, further alleviating the problem.
processes
The majority of marine litter enters the marine environment from terrestrial sources, therefore including riverine inputs in
Water
+
cleaning activities is important.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
This objective is positive for cultural heritage. Marine litter can have a negative aesthetic effect on cultural heritage
features and impact on the character of historic sites and the benefits they provide to society and communities. No impact
17

Strategic Direction 4: Improve monitoring at a Scottish scale and develop measures for strategy evaluation.
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17

Objective ML 3: An increase in beach and riverine cleaning activities and data collected through such activities which contribute to the evidence base on marine litter (SD4 ) within the Clyde
Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
is identified on damage to known and unknown coastal and marine archaeology or the benefits it provides.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
P/L
Some industries may benefit from litter cleaning activities, as it improves the environment which many rely on to support
their industry. Data collected and contributed to the evidence base on marine litter can also benefit these industries, as
this may lead to further activities and outputs which ultimately reduce marine litter in the marine and coastal
environment.
No impact is identified for the other objectives under this SA Topic area as it is assumed that the majority of work would
be of a voluntary nature.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The objective is positive as it can contribute to communities’ sense of place, including protection and access to marinerelated heritage. It can also maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine environment, in terms
of quality of experience.
No impact is identified on the accessibility or connectivity of coastal and island communities, access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation or poverty, social exclusion or equality for all communities.

Policy ML 1: Marine licence applications for development(s) in the Clyde Marine Region require a waste minimisation and management plan for the lifecycle of the proposal including
construction, active use and any decommissioning or remediation works. This should illustrate initiatives to contribute to a circular economy and, where appropriate, indicate measures to
avoid and mitigate for the accidental release of plastic nurdles, flakes or powder. Disposal of marine waste/litter at sea is prohibited.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is The policy is positive for these SEA topics as it aims to reduce the contribution of marine litter entering the environment
and fauna
required as
from marine and coastal developments and the accidental loss of Nurdles, flakes or powder. This supports biodiversity, flora
impacts are
and fauna, promotes the conservation and enhancement of the integrity of ecosystems as it can reduce damage to
Population and
+
identified as
important biological sites and protected species, (including the benefits they provide) that may arise from exposure to
human health
positive or
marine litter and plastic nurdles, flakes or powder. This policy can also help contribute to the achievement of GEnvS under
Sediments, marine
+
neutral.
the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), particularly for Descriptor 10: Marine Litter does not cause harm. Marine litter can
geology and coastal
have adverse effects on biodiversity, population and human health, sediments and waters – these are listed under Objective
processes
ML 1.
Water
+
The policy is also positive for population and human health, as it ensures healthy ecosystems can continue to support human
health and wellbeing.
Marine litter, plastic nurdles, flakes or power can become entangled in the strandline, to the degree that manual litter
picking presents an onerous task. This can lead to the use of tractors and mechanical methods of seaweed removal, resulting
in the loss or degrading of this important feature on the shore. Litter, plastic nurdles, flakes or powder can also become
incorporated into seabed and intertidal sediments. This can impact on the sustainable management of geodiversity. No
impact is identified on coastal processes, geological sites, coastal erosion or the inherent capacity of the natural
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Policy ML 1: Marine licence applications for development(s) in the Clyde Marine Region require a waste minimisation and management plan for the lifecycle of the proposal including
construction, active use and any decommissioning or remediation works. This should illustrate initiatives to contribute to a circular economy and, where appropriate, indicate measures to
avoid and mitigate for the accidental release of plastic nurdles, flakes or powder. Disposal of marine waste/litter at sea is prohibited.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
environment to cope with flooding.
Although litter, plastic nurdles, flakes and powder is not a consideration of water quality under the Water Environment and
Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003, marine litter/plastics can be present in the water column and adversely affect the
general cleanliness of water bodies. Therefore, this policy contributes towards achieving GEnvS under the Marine Strategy
Regulations (2010), particularly descriptor 10. No impact is identified on exacerbating flooding.
Contributing to a circular economy can have a positive impact across all these topics. A circular economic system is based on
reducing waste and pollution, keeping products and materials in use and regenerating natural systems. This can provide
benefits across all topics and provide wider, positive benefits across society.
Although the majority of marine litter, plastic nurdles, flakes or powder entering the marine environment comes from
terrestrial sources, this policy can contribute to a reduction in marine litter and forms part of a suite of policies which
consider different sources of marine litter and their contribution to the overall problem.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
+
P/L
This policy is positive as moving towards a circular economy can contribute to climate change mitigation. A circular economy
promotes less production, which can result in reduced greenhouse gas emissions, therefore contributing to climate change
mitigation efforts in the CMR. There is no impact identified on adaptation activities.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified on material assets. However, this policy ensures that future developments, which may be
contributing to material assets within the Clyde (e.g. energy infrastructure, waste water management, flood management
structures), do not contribute to marine litter in the Region.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
This policy can have a positive impact. Marine litter, plastic nurdles, flakes and powder can have a negative aesthetic effect
on cultural heritage features and impact on the character of historic sites and the benefits they provide to society and
communities. No impact is identified on damage to known and unknown coastal and marine archaeology or the benefits it
provides.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, P/L
Marine litter can present various threats/risks to a number of marine industries. It can be a threat to fisheries operations as
gear can snag on large objects on the seabed, damaging gear and increasing the risk of capsizing. Objects caught in nets cost
time to remove, resulting in lost fishing time and potentially damaged gear. Floating marine litter can present a hazard to
recreational craft, both through collision and through entanglement of ropes and other floating debris in propellers.
The policy is positive as it can reduce these risks to various sectors and ultimately reduce operational costs or lost time.
Promoting contribution to a circular economy supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region,
across a range of sectors.
The policy has mixed impacts and can be negative for some sectors undertaking marine and coastal related development.
Ensuring that structures and developments do not contribute to marine litter for all stages of the proposal (including
construction, active use and any decommissioning or remediation works) may lead to additional construction and
maintenance costs. Additional costs may also occur where measures are put in place to avoid the accidental release of
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Policy ML 1: Marine licence applications for development(s) in the Clyde Marine Region require a waste minimisation and management plan for the lifecycle of the proposal including
construction, active use and any decommissioning or remediation works. This should illustrate initiatives to contribute to a circular economy and, where appropriate, indicate measures to
avoid and mitigate for the accidental release of plastic nurdles, flakes or powder. Disposal of marine waste/litter at sea is prohibited.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
plastic nurdles, flakes or powder. It is not clear if this will create barriers for new marine enterprise opportunities of have an
impact on safeguarding and/or creating jobs.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it can contribute to communities’ sense of place, including protection and access to marine-related
heritage. It can also maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine environment, in terms of
quality of experience.
No impact is identified on the accessibility or connectivity of coastal and island communities, access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation or poverty, social exclusion or equality for all communities.

Policy ML 2: Existing coastal and marine development(s) and structures should be maintained by the relevant authority or owner, such that they do not contribute to litter entering the
marine environment.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation
The policy is positive for these SEA topics as it aims to reduce the contribution of marine litter entering the environment from
and fauna
is required as
existing marine and coastal developments. This can reduce marine litter from structures and developments in place and
impacts are
support Policy ML 1 in ensuring the marine and coastal development does not add to the level of marine litter in the marine
Population and
+
identified as
environment. This supports biodiversity, flora and fauna as it promotes the conservation and enhancement of the integrity of
human health
positive or
ecosystems and it can reduce damage to important biological sites and protected species, including the benefits they provide.
Sediments, marine
+
neutral.
This policy can also help contribute to the achievement of GEnvS under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), particularly
geology and coastal
for descriptor 10: Marine Litter does not cause harm. Marine litter can have adverse effects on biodiversity, population and
processes
human health, sediments and waters – these are listed under Objective ML 1.
Water
+
The policy is also positive for population and human health, as it ensures healthy ecosystems can continue to support human
health and wellbeing.
Marine litter often becomes entangled in the strandline, to the degree that manual litter picking presents an onerous task.
This can lead to the use of tractors and mechanical methods of seaweed removal, resulting in the loss or degradation of this
important feature on the shore. Litter can also become incorporated into seabed and intertidal sediments. This can impact on
the sustainable management of geodiversity. No impact is identified on coastal processes, geological sites, coastal erosion or
the inherent capacity of the natural environment to cope with flooding.
Although litter is not a consideration of water quality under the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003,
marine litter can be present in the water column and adversely affect the general cleanliness of water bodies. Therefore, this
policy contributes towards achieving GEnvS under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), particularly descriptor 10. No
impact is identified on exacerbating flooding.
Although the majority of marine litter entering the marine environment comes from terrestrial sources, this policy can
contribute to a reduction in marine litter and forms part of a suite of policies which consider different sources of marine litter
and how to reduce their contribution to the overall problem.
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Policy ML 2: Existing coastal and marine development(s) and structures should be maintained by the relevant authority or owner, such that they do not contribute to litter entering the
marine environment.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified on material assets. However, this policy ensures existing developments and structures, which may be
contributing to material assets within the Clyde (e.g. energy infrastructure, waste water management, flood management
structures), do not contribute to marine litter in the Region.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
This policy can have a positive impact. Marine litter can have a negative aesthetic effect on cultural heritage features and
impact on the character of historic sites and the benefits they provide to society and communities. No impact is identified on
damage to known and unknown coastal and marine archaeology or the benefits it provides.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, P/L
Marine litter can present various threats/risks to a number of marine industries. It can be a threat to fisheries operations as
gear can snag on large objects on the seabed, damaging gear and increasing the risk of capsizing. Objects caught in nets cost
time to remove, resulting in lost fishing time and potentially damaged gear. Floating marine litter can present a hazard to
recreational craft, both through collision and through entanglement of ropes and other floating debris in propellers.
The policy is positive as it can reduce these risks to various sectors and ultimately reduce operational costs or lost time.
The policy can be negative for some sectors where development (s) and structures require maintenance to ensure that they do
not contribute to marine litter. This may lead to additional construction and maintenance costs. It is not clear if this will create
barriers for new marine enterprise opportunities or have an impact on safeguarding and/or creating jobs.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it can contribute to communities’ sense of place, including protection and access to marine-related
heritage. It can also maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine environment, in terms of quality
of experience.
No impact is identified on the accessibility or connectivity of coastal and island communities, access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation or poverty, social exclusion or equality for all communities.

Policy ML 3: Waste water infrastructure should be designed, wherever practicable, to reduce the risk of litter entering the marine environment through water courses or any other pathway.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No
The policy is positive for these SEA topics as it aims to reduce the contribution of marine litter entering the environment through
and fauna
mitigation is waste water infrastructure. A reduction in marine litter supports biodiversity, flora and fauna as it promotes the conservation
required as
and enhancement of the integrity of ecosystems and it can reduce damage to important biological sites and protected species,
Population and
+
impacts are
including the benefits they provide. This policy can also help contribute towards achieving GEnvS under the Marine Strategy
human health
identified as Regulations (2010), particularly for descriptor 10: Marine Litter does not cause harm. Marine litter can have adverse effects on
Sediments, marine
+
positive or
biodiversity, population and human health, sediments and waters – these are listed under Objective ML 1.
geology and coastal
neutral.
The policy is also positive for population and human health, as it ensures healthy ecosystems can continue to support human
processes
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Policy ML 3: Waste water infrastructure should be designed, wherever practicable, to reduce the risk of litter entering the marine environment through water courses or any other pathway.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Water
+
health and wellbeing. Sewage related debris which may enter the marine and coastal environment through the waste water
treatment system can be a risk to public health.
Marine litter often becomes entangled in the strandline, to the degree that manual litter picking presents an onerous task. This
can lead to the use of tractors and mechanical methods of seaweed removal, resulting in the loss or degrading of this important
feature on the shore. Litter can also become incorporated into seabed and intertidal sediments. This can impact on the
sustainable management of geodiversity. No impact is identified on coastal processes, geological sites, coastal erosion or the
inherent capacity of the natural environment to cope with flooding.
Although litter is not a consideration of water quality under the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003,
marine litter can be present in the water column and adversely affect the general cleanliness of water bodies. Therefore, this
policy contributes towards achieving GEnvS under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), particularly descriptor 10. No impact
is identified on exacerbating flooding.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
+, 0
P/L
This policy is positive for waste water infrastructure, as incorrect disposal of terrestrial litter (e.g. flushing wet wipes and cotton
buds) causes damage to the waste water treatment system and overflows not to function properly. An improved design in waste
water infrastructure would improve the overall functioning of this material asset.
No impact is identified on other material assets.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
This policy can have a positive impact. Marine litter can have a negative aesthetic effect on cultural heritage features and impact
on the character of historic sites and the benefits they provide to society and communities. No impact is identified on damage to
known and unknown coastal and marine archaeology or the benefits it provides.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0, P/L
Marine litter can present various threats/risks to a number of marine industries. It can be a threat to fisheries operations as gear
S/T
can snag on large objects on the seabed, damaging gear and increasing the risk of capsizing. Objects caught in nets cost time to
remove, resulting in lost fishing time and potentially damaged gear. Floating marine litter can present a hazard to recreational
craft, both through collision and through entanglement of ropes and other floating debris in propellers.
The policy is positive as it can reduce these risks to various sectors and ultimately reduce operational costs or lost time. There is
no impact identified on creating barriers for new marine enterprise opportunities nor on safeguarding and/or creating jobs that
support new or existing sectors.
While not a marine economy, improvements in waste water infrastructure would lead to additional cost.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it can contribute to communities’ sense of place, including protection and access to marine-related
heritage. It can also maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine environment, in terms of quality of
experience.
No impact is identified on the accessibility or connectivity of coastal and island communities, access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation or poverty, social exclusion or equality for all communities.
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Policy ML 4: Activities by port/harbour operators to provide facilities to fishing vessels under the Fishing For Litter scheme are positively encouraged.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No
The policy is positive for these SEA topics as it aims to reduce the amount of marine litter found in the sea and on the sea bed by
and fauna
mitigation is facilitating its removal from the marine environment through increasing opportunities to participate in the Fishing for Litter
required as
scheme. A reduction in marine litter supports biodiversity, flora and fauna as it promotes the conservation and enhancement of
Population and
+
impacts are
the integrity of ecosystems and it can reduce damage to important biological sites and protected species, including the benefits
human health
identified as they provide. This policy can also help contribute to the achievement of GEnvS under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010),
Sediments, marine
+
positive or
particularly for descriptor 10: Marine Litter does not cause harm. Marine litter can have adverse effects on biodiversity,
geology and coastal
neutral.
population and human health, sediments and waters – these are listed under Objective ML 1.
processes
The policy is also positive for population and human health, as it ensures healthy ecosystems can continue to support human
Water
+
health and wellbeing.
Marine litter often becomes entangled in the strandline, to the degree that manual litter picking presents an onerous task. This
can lead to the use of tractors and mechanical methods of seaweed removal, resulting in the loss or degrading of this important
feature on the shore. Litter can also become incorporated into seabed and intertidal sediments. This can impact on the
sustainable management of geodiversity. No impact is identified on coastal processes, geological sites, coastal erosion or the
inherent capacity of the natural environment to cope with flooding.
Although litter is not a consideration of water quality under the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003,
marine litter can be present in the water column and adversely affect the general cleanliness of water bodies. This policy
contributes towards achieving GEnvS under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), particularly descriptor 10. No impact is
identified on exacerbating flooding.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified on material assets.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
This policy can have a positive impact. Marine litter can have a negative aesthetic effect on cultural heritage features and impact
on the character of historic sites and the benefits they provide to society and communities. No impact is identified on damage to
known and unknown coastal and marine archaeology or the benefits it provides.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
P/L
Marine litter can present various threats/risks to a number of marine industries. It can be a threat to fisheries operations as gear
can snag on large objects on the seabed, damaging gear and increasing the risk of capsizing. Objects caught in nets cost time to
remove, resulting in lost fishing time and potentially damaged gear. Floating marine litter can present a hazard to recreational
craft, both through collision and through entanglement of ropes and other floating debris in propellers.
The policy is positive as it can reduce these risks to various sectors and ultimately reduce operational costs or lost time.
Fishing For Litter is a voluntary scheme which is fully funded, so there is no cost to port/harbour operators in providing facilities
to fishing vessels to take part. There may be operational considerations related to the storage and emptying of skips.
There is no impact identified on barriers for new marine enterprise opportunities or any impact on safeguarding and/or creating
jobs.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it can contribute to communities’ sense of place, including protection and access to marine-related
heritage. It can also maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine environment, in terms of quality of
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Policy ML 4: Activities by port/harbour operators to provide facilities to fishing vessels under the Fishing For Litter scheme are positively encouraged.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
experience.
No impact is identified on the accessibility or connectivity of coastal and island communities, access to coastal and marine
resource for tourism and recreation or poverty, social exclusion or equality for all communities.

Policy ML 5: Manufacturers and those involved in the shipping and transport or use of plastic nurdles, flakes or powder should adopt examples of best practice guidance to prevent these
plastics entering waste water treatment systems and/or the marine environment.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is The policy is positive for these SEA topics as it aims to reduce plastic nurdles, flakes or powder entering the environment
and fauna
required as
from marine and coastal areas as a result of accidental loss. This supports biodiversity, flora and fauna, promotes the
impacts are
conservation and enhancement of the integrity of ecosystems as it can reduce damage to important biological sites and
identified as
protected species (including the benefits they provide) that may arise from exposure to plastic nurdles, flakes or powder.
positive or
This policy can also help contribute to the achievement of GEnvS under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), particularly
neutral.
for Descriptor 10: Marine Litter does not cause harm. Marine litter can have adverse effects on biodiversity, population and
human health, sediments and waters – these are listed under Objective ML 1.
The policy is also positive for population and human health, as it ensures healthy ecosystems can continue to support human
health and wellbeing. Research is currently ongoing as to the extent that plastic are entering the food chain.
Population and
+
Plastic nurdles, flakes or power can become entangled in the strandline, to the degree that manual litter picking presents an
human health
onerous task. This can lead to the use of tractors and mechanical methods of seaweed removal, resulting in the loss or
Sediments, marine
+
degradation of this important feature on the shore. In addition they can also become incorporated into seabed and intertidal
geology and coastal
sediments. This can impact on seabed sediments, their processes and the benefits they provide. No impact is identified on
processes
coastal processes, geological sites, coastal erosion or the inherent capacity of the natural environment to cope with flooding.
Water
+
Although plastic nurdles, flakes and powder is not a consideration of water quality under the Water Environment and Water
Services (Scotland) Act 2003, marine litter/plastics can be present in the water column and adversely affect the general
cleanliness of water bodies. Therefore, this policy contributes towards achieving GEnvS under the Marine Strategy
Regulations (2010), particularly descriptor 10. No impact is identified on exacerbating flooding.
Contributing to a circular economy can have a positive impact across all these topics. A circular economic system is based on
reducing waste and pollution, keeping products and materials in use and regenerating natural systems. This can provide
benefits across all topics and provide wider, positive benefits across society.
Although the majority of marine litter, plastic nurdles, flakes or powder entering the marine environment comes from
terrestrial sources, this policy can contribute to a reduction in marine litter and forms part of a suite of policies within this
chapter which consider different sources of marine litter and their contribution to the overall problem.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
0
No impact is identified.
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Policy ML 5: Manufacturers and those involved in the shipping and transport or use of plastic nurdles, flakes or powder should adopt examples of best practice guidance to prevent these
plastics entering waste water treatment systems and/or the marine environment.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, P/L
The policy is positive as it promotes sustainable development of the marine economy and ensures sustainable use of the
Region’s marine resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors, through ensuring they are not impacted by
the accidental release of plastic nurdles, flakes or powder. Research has shown that Nephrops can ingest plastics, impacts on
the growth of individuals, this could lead to a potential wider impact on the fishery as a whole.
The policy can also have a negative impact for some sectors as a result of the additional costs related to implementing best
practice guidance to prevent the accidental loss during manufacture, shipping, transport and use of plastic nurdles, flakes or
powders. It is noted that this policy may also impact industries/operators outwith those directly related to the marine
economy. It is not clear if this will create barriers for new marine enterprise opportunities or have an impact on safeguarding
and/or creating jobs.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it can contribute to communities’ sense of place, including protection and access to marine-related
heritage. It can also maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine environment, in terms of
quality of experience.
No impact is identified on the accessibility or connectivity of coastal and island communities, access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation or poverty, social exclusion or equality for all communities.

Policy ML 6: The activities of organisations, and/or community and voluntary groups engaged in identifying areas of marine litter accumulation and/or carrying out beach cleans, engagement
and communications initiatives relating to marine litter are encouraged where they are in line with this Clyde Regional Marine Plan. The Coastal Litter Management Guidelines for Duty
Bodies, created by the Firth of Clyde Forum, should be followed in carrying out any beach cleaning operations. Beach clean organisers and other stakeholders are encouraged to contribute to
data collecting initiatives. This includes but is not limited to: the Marine Conservation Society’s (MCS) Beachwatch campaign, Fidra’s ‘Great Nurdle Hunt’ data collection project and the
SCRAPbook project.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is The policy is positive as it aims to reduce the contribution of marine litter in the environment, through encouragement of
and fauna
required as
organisation, community and voluntary groups engaged in tackling marine litter and it’s causes, which promotes the
impacts are
conservation and enhancement of the integrity of ecosystems and it can reduce damage to important biological sites and
Population and
+
identified as
protected species, including the benefits they provide. This policy can also help contribute to the achievement of GEnvS
human health
positive or
under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), particularly for descriptor 10: Marine Litter does not cause harm. Marine
Sediments, marine
+
neutral.
litter can have a variety of negative impacts on these SEA Topics, as noted under the explanatory text for Objective ML 1.
geology and coastal
Increasing data collected thorough such activities helps to identify sources of litter, among other things, which helps to
processes
target actions on litter reduction (e.g. identifying sources of litter and commonly littered items to help inform policy and
Water
+
legislation to support reduction), further alleviating the problem.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
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Policy ML 6: The activities of organisations, and/or community and voluntary groups engaged in identifying areas of marine litter accumulation and/or carrying out beach cleans, engagement
and communications initiatives relating to marine litter are encouraged where they are in line with this Clyde Regional Marine Plan. The Coastal Litter Management Guidelines for Duty
Bodies, created by the Firth of Clyde Forum, should be followed in carrying out any beach cleaning operations. Beach clean organisers and other stakeholders are encouraged to contribute to
data collecting initiatives. This includes but is not limited to: the Marine Conservation Society’s (MCS) Beachwatch campaign, Fidra’s ‘Great Nurdle Hunt’ data collection project and the
SCRAPbook project.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
This policy is positive for cultural heritage. Marine litter can have a negative aesthetic effect on cultural heritage features
and impact on the character of historic sites and the benefits they provide to society and communities. No impact is
identified on damage to known and unknown coastal and marine archaeology or the benefits it provides.
Landscape/seascape
+
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
P/L
Some industries may benefit from litter cleaning activities, as they improve the environment which many rely on to support
their industry. Data collected and contributed to the evidence base on marine litter can also benefit these industries, as this
may lead to further activities and outputs which ultimately reduce marine litter in the marine and coastal environment.
No impact is identified for the other objectives under this SA Topic area.
Society
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it can contribute to communities’ sense of place, including protection and access to marine-related
heritage. It can also maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine environment, in terms of
quality of experience.
No impact is identified on the accessibility or connectivity of coastal and island communities, access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation or poverty, social exclusion or equality for all communities.

Section 2 – Sectoral Policies
All sectors – general policy
Objective SEC 1: Ensure infrastructure, such as ports and harbours and those related to supply chain, adequately support sectors operating in the Clyde Marine Region, including onward links
to the road and rail network.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
?
Many of these impacts
It is unclear what the impact of this objective will be on biodiversity, flora and fauna as it depends on what
and fauna
are mitigated by
modifications or construction needs to be carried out to ensure infrastructure can adequately support the sectors
policies within the
operating in the Region.
General Policies
There is scope for there to be negative impacts on this topic where construction of new infrastructure developments
chapter of this Plan
is undertaken. This could include noise pollution, affecting cetaceans and other marine and coastal mammals,
which must be adhered damage and/or loss of habitats and displacement or loss of species. Where this is the case, mitigation strategies
to in advance of
would need to be employed to reduce any negative impacts. Where maintenance is required to ensure
sectoral policies.
infrastructure can support sectors, this may cause little or no negative impacts.
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Objective SEC 1: Ensure infrastructure, such as ports and harbours and those related to supply chain, adequately support sectors operating in the Clyde Marine Region, including onward links
to the road and rail network.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Policies from the NMP
must also be adhered
to.
Population and
The impact of this objective on population and human health is unclear. There is potential for negative impacts
Existing consenting
human health
where new infrastructure needs to be constructed to ensure infrastructure adequately supports sectors. This can
processes for coastal
negatively impact upon ecosystems thereby impacting on human health and wellbeing. Construction can also cause
and marine
water pollution, noise pollution or other types of disruption which can impact upon population and human health.
developments are in
Sediments, marine
The impact on sediments, marine geology and coastal processes is also unclear. Maintenance of existing
place and these are
geology and coastal
infrastructure may cause little or no significant impact whereas construction of new infrastructure has the potential
likely to be supported
processes
to have a much bigger impact and would require more consideration of mitigation strategies to reduce these
by underlying
negative impacts.
assessments (e.g. EIA,
Water
As above for sediments, marine geology and coastal processes. Negative impacts could include siltation that
flood-risk) which can
temporarily affects water quality and localised negative impacts on air quality associated with the construction of
Air
ensure adverse effects
new infrastructure or increased road and marine vessel movements.
can be avoided.
Climatic factors
-, +
Air quality is monitored There is potential for this objective to have positive or negative impacts depending on the nature of work/activity
required to ensure infrastructure adequately supports sectors. The construction of new infrastructure has the
by SEPA through
potential to contribute to greenhouse gas emissions; however, infrastructure could be built to be resilient to climate
mechanisms such as
change impacts and therefore contribute to the Region’s adaptation activities. This could also be the case for
the Scottish Air Quality
infrastructure modifications/updates. It is anticipated that the majority of the negative impacts generated by such
Database Annual
activity are mitigated through the environmental protection policies within the NMP and the policies within the
Report. Cruise ship
operators must identify General Policies chapter of this Plan.
Material assets
+, ?
The objective is positive for built assets, but the impact for natural assets is unclear and depends on the nature of
measures to avoid any
work required to ensure infrastructure adequately supports sectors operating in the Region.
detrimental impact to
Cultural heritage
?
It is unclear what the impact of this objective will be on cultural heritage as it depends on what modifications or
air quality. Operators
construction needs to be carried out to ensure infrastructure adequately supports the sectors operating in the
must also ensure that
Region. There is scope for there to be negative impacts on cultural heritage where new infrastructure developments
suitable mitigation
are undertaken. Where this is the case, mitigation strategies would need to be employed to reduce any negative
measures to abate air
impacts. Where maintenance is required to ensure infrastructure can support sectors, this may cause little or no
quality degradation are
negative impacts.
identified and
Landscape/seascape
?
There may be an impact on landscapes/seascapes where construction of new infrastructure is undertaken. However,
implemented.
this policy is set within the context of the General policies chapter of this Plan, the relevant policies in the NMP and
The CMPP will consider
existing consenting processes which may apply/require additional assessments as part of their processes. These
all marine licence
processes would consider any potential impacts and mitigate any adverse impacts of this policy on
applications in the
landscapes/seascapes.
Region against policies
in this Plan and provide
input to Marine
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Objective SEC 1: Ensure infrastructure, such as ports and harbours and those related to supply chain, adequately support sectors operating in the Clyde Marine Region, including onward links
to the road and rail network.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Scotland to aid any
licensing decisions.

SA topics
Marine economy

+, ?

Society

+, 0

This objective is positive for the marine economy as it promotes efficient operations (which could result in cost
savings) within some sectors that rely on marine and coastal infrastructure. This objective supports the development
of a sustainable marine economy. It can also protect marine assets and maintain the potential to utilise them in the
future. This objective may also remove barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities and may also safeguard or
create jobs – though this is unclear.
This objective could generate additional overheads for some businesses where a cost is involved in developing or
improving infrastructure so that infrastructure adequately supports sectors operation in the Region. In the long
term, this could support operations and be viewed as a worthwhile investment.
This objective can maintain or improve the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities where
there is joint public and private use of infrastructure. It can promote access to coastal and marine resources for
tourism and recreation. This objective has no impact on supporting a reduction in the magnitude of poverty or social
exclusion for all communities. There could be maintenance and improvement to the experiences of recreational
users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of experience.
No impact is anticipated on contributing to a community’s sense of place, including protection of and access to
marine-related heritage.

Objective SEC 2: Encourage the safe and appropriate multiple use of infrastructure and the marine spatial area between sectors.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
Many of the impacts noted within
This objective could provide a positive impact for these SEA Topics. Multiple use of infrastructure could
and fauna
the explanatory text are mitigated by reduce the need (though not rule out) for constructing new facilities, and thus reduce the negative
policies within the General Policies
impacts (e.g. disruption, noise pollution, potential damage to important sites or species, coastal
Population and
chapter of this Plan which must be
erosion, impact the integrity of coastal processes) on these SEA Topics.
human health
adhered to in advance of sectoral
Sediments, marine
policies. Policies from the NMP must
geology and coastal
also be adhered to.
processes
Existing consenting processes for
Water
coastal and marine developments are
Air
?
It is unclear what the impact on air quality would be. For example, where multiple use of infrastructure
in place and these are likely to be
causes more vessels to gather in one area, this could have an adverse impact on local air quality.
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Objective SEC 2: Encourage the safe and appropriate multiple use of infrastructure and the marine spatial area between sectors.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Climatic factors
?
supported by underlying assessments It is unclear what the impact on climatic factors would be. This objective could lead to positive impacts
(e.g. EIA, flood-risk) which can ensure and reduce greenhouse gas emissions if less infrastructure is newly constructed. This is dependent on
adverse effects can be avoided.
the type of infrastructure however, as new developments can be more energy efficient, contributing to
Air quality is monitored by SEPA
climate change mitigation.
through mechanisms such as the
Material assets
+, ?
The objective is positive as it generally encourages less infrastructure and may have a positive impact
Scottish Air Quality Database Annual
on the efficient and sustainable use of natural resources.
Report. Cruise ship operators must
Cultural heritage
+, 0
This objective is positive for cultural heritage as it generally aims to reduce the need for constructing
identify measures to avoid any
new facilities as construction can damage known and unknown marine and coastal archaeology. It
detrimental impact to air quality.
could also avoid adversely impacting on the character and setting of historic sites and buildings and the
Operators must also ensure that
benefits they provide.
suitable mitigation measures to
No impact is identified on how this objective will protect or enhance the historic marine environment
abate air quality degradation are
and the benefits it provides.
identified and implemented.
Landscape/seascape
+
This objective is positive for landscapes/seascapes as it generally reduces the need for constructing
The CMPP will consider all marine
new facilities. Construction could impact on the quality of some landscape/seascape areas.
licence applications in the Region
against policies in this Plan and
provide input to Marine Scotland to
aid any licensing decisions.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, This objective supports the efficient use of existing infrastructure, which may reduce costs to some
marine businesses that would have otherwise had to invest and construct new infrastructure. It may
remove barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities. It also supports the development of a
sustainable marine economy in the CMR across a range of sectors and business sizes and ensures the
sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors.
This objective could result in some minor negative impacts to the marine economy; for example, if
certain infrastructure was in high demand there could be operational delays and lost operational time.
For these reasons, there may also be mixed impacts on safeguarding and/or creating jobs.
Society
+, 0
This objective can maintain or improve the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island
communities, where there is joint public and private use of infrastructure. It can promote access to
coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation. This objective has no impact on supporting a
reduction in the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and will promote equality for all
communities. There could be maintenance and improvement to the experiences of recreational users
of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of experience. This
objective may also be positive in terms of contributing to a communities’ sense of place, including
protection of access to marine-related heritage.
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Objective SEC 3: Ensure stakeholders, including the public, are consulted on development and activity proposals that may impact on current use and that concerns have been addressed.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
This objective is positive, as ensuring a wide range of stakeholders, including the public, have knowledge of and access to
and fauna
required as impacts contribute to consultations can improve the nature of developments and activities. This approach supports
are identified as
consideration of a wide range of local knowledge, information and potential additional expertise.
Population and
positive.
There is potential for positive impacts across the whole range of SEA Topics, as an inclusive consultation process could
human health
result in positive impacts to all areas, depending on feedback received.
Sediments, marine
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape –
seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
?, +
Although the current planning system requires consultation to be undertaken in certain circumstances, this objective
specifies consideration of the impact on current use, which may require marine enterprises to spend more time on the
consultation process and subsequently address concerns around how current use may be affected. This could result in
increased time and costs spent on this process. This may create barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities and may
impact on the creation of new jobs; however, by considering current use, existing jobs could be protected.
The objective is positive as it supports a more informed and inclusive consultation process which can in turn improve the
nature of developments and activities. This could support the development of a sustainable marine economy in the
Region, across a range of sectors and business sizes, and ensure the sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support
the long-term viability of marine sectors.
Society
+, 0
This objective is positive as it contributes to a communities’ sense of place, including protection of and access to marinerelated heritage. Increased involvement in consultation processes can also help communities develop a greater sense of
ownership and involvement in developments and activities. It can also improve the accessibility and connectivity of
coastal and island communities by flagging up issues which may affect this and have not been considered earlier in the
process.
No impact is identified on the other objectives for this topic.
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Policy SEC 1: Applications for development(s) and/or activities will be supported where the proposal can demonstrate that:

they will not have any adverse impacts on the efficient and safe movement or navigation of vessels to and from ports, harbours, marinas and anchorages, including ferry
operations,

they are in compliance with the Local Development Plan from the relevant Planning Authority, including any related planning guidance as appropriate,

they provide important supply chain services for marine sectors,

they provide social, health & wellbeing and economic benefits to local communities and/or more widely, for example through the regeneration of coastal areas, particularly
brownfield sites, or the diversification of the rural marine economy,

other stakeholders have been consulted, including the general public where appropriate, at the very minimum ensuring compliance with Pre-Application Consultation advice from
Marine Scotland, and that the proposal has minimised and/or mitigated any negative impact on other marine users,

they promote any opportunities for shared use of infrastructure and/or marine spatial area,

public access to the marine environment is enhanced where possible and appropriate,

the connectivity of coastal paths is protected and delivered where possible, and

access to the shore and water is optimised for sport, recreation and tourism where possible, including, but not limited to piers, jetties, slipways, moorings, anchorages and
navigational infrastructure.
Nature of
Mitigation &
SEA topics
Impact
Explanatory text
impact
monitoring
Biodiversity, flora
0
No mitigation is
This policy is broad and could apply to developments and activities related to any sector and/or activity. There is
and fauna
required as impacts potential for any activity to have a negative impact on these SEA Topics. Generally speaking, these could include:
are identified as
disruption to, displacement or loss of marine and coastal species, damage to or loss of habitats from dredging, anchoring
Population and
neutral.
or piling, water pollution from increased siltation, localised air pollution from increased vessel movements, etc. The SAhuman health
SEA assumes that as this policy exists within the context of the NMP, the policies within the General Policies chapter of
Sediments, marine
this Plan and existing licensing and consenting processes, any negative impacts will be mitigated by these policies and
geology and coastal
the impact is neutral.
processes
Outside the specific SEA objectives used for this assessment, the policy is positive in the sense that it promotes a wider
Water
consideration of various processes and factors, facilitating awareness of the wider environment and the impacts
Air
developments and activities can have on communities.
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+, ?
The policy is positive for marine enterprises as it specifically states that any negative impact on other marine users must
be mitigated. It also promotes the shared use of infrastructure and seeks to prevent adverse impacts on shipping, ports,
harbours and ferries, as well as marine and coastal sport, recreation and tourism. Therefore, the policy seeks to support
the development of a sustainable marine economy across a range of sectors and business sizes, and in the process
safeguarding and/or creating jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine economy. The policy specifies
the protection of coastal paths (a marine asset), maintaining the potential to utilise them in the future.
The policy may introduce barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities, but this is unclear. Overall, the policy
promotes shared use of the marine environment and considers other users.
Society
+, 0
The policy is positive as it broadens consideration of the impact developments and activities can have and requires
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Policy SEC 1: Applications for development(s) and/or activities will be supported where the proposal can demonstrate that:

they will not have any adverse impacts on the efficient and safe movement or navigation of vessels to and from ports, harbours, marinas and anchorages, including ferry
operations,

they are in compliance with the Local Development Plan from the relevant Planning Authority, including any related planning guidance as appropriate,

they provide important supply chain services for marine sectors,

they provide social, health & wellbeing and economic benefits to local communities and/or more widely, for example through the regeneration of coastal areas, particularly
brownfield sites, or the diversification of the rural marine economy,

other stakeholders have been consulted, including the general public where appropriate, at the very minimum ensuring compliance with Pre-Application Consultation advice from
Marine Scotland, and that the proposal has minimised and/or mitigated any negative impact on other marine users,

they promote any opportunities for shared use of infrastructure and/or marine spatial area,

public access to the marine environment is enhanced where possible and appropriate,

the connectivity of coastal paths is protected and delivered where possible, and

access to the shore and water is optimised for sport, recreation and tourism where possible, including, but not limited to piers, jetties, slipways, moorings, anchorages and
navigational infrastructure.
Nature of
Mitigation &
SEA topics
Impact
Explanatory text
impact
monitoring
developments to demonstrate that they provide social, health and wellbeing and economic benefits to local
communities and/or more widely. This will have a positive impact on maintaining or improving social, health and
wellbeing and economic factors for local communities and can in turn have a positive impact on supporting a reduction
in the magnitude of poverty, social exclusion and promoting equalities for all communities. It is also positive as it
requires developments and/or activities to consider the impact on recreational facilities and on the accessibility and
connectivity of coastal and island communities and can promote access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and
recreation. This policy also contributes to a community’s sense of place, including protection of and access to marinerelated heritage, and can improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in
terms of access and quality of experience. These factors can also contribute to promoting equality for all communities.

Policy SEC 2: Sectoral interests should work together with infrastructure owners and relevant authorities to ensure that infrastructure is in place at ports and harbours, piers and slipways to
support future sectoral requirements, including onward links to rail and road networks.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
?
Many of these impacts noted in It is unclear what the impact of this policy will be on biodiversity, flora and fauna. The impact depends on
and fauna
the explanatory text are
what modifications or construction needs to be carried out to ensure infrastructure can adequately support
mitigated by policies within the future sectoral requirements in the Region.
Population and
General Policies chapter of this
The impact of this policy on population and human health is unclear. There is potential for negative impacts
human health
Plan which must be adhered to
when new infrastructure needs to be constructed so that it adequately supports future sectors
Sediments, marine
in advance of the sectoral
infrastructure. This can negatively impact upon ecosystems thereby impacting on human health and
geology and coastal
policies. Policies from the NMP
wellbeing. Construction can also cause water pollution, noise pollution or other types of disruption.
processes
must also be adhered to.
The impact on sediments, marine geology and coastal processes, water and air is also unclear.
Water
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Policy SEC 2: Sectoral interests should work together with infrastructure owners and relevant authorities to ensure that infrastructure is in place at ports and harbours, piers and slipways to
support future sectoral requirements, including onward links to rail and road networks.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Air
Existing consenting processes
There is scope for there to be negative impacts on these topics where construction of new infrastructure
for coastal and marine
developments is undertaken. Where this is the case, mitigation strategies would need to be employed to
developments are in place and
reduce any negative impacts. Little or no negative impacts are anticipated where maintenance is required to
these are likely to be supported ensure infrastructure can support future sectoral requirements. See Objective SEC 1 for potential impacts.
by underlying assessments (e.g. There is potential for this policy to have positive or negative impacts depending on the nature of
Climatic factors
EIA, flood-risk) which can
work/activity required to ensure infrastructure adequately supports sectors. The construction of new
ensure adverse effects can be
infrastructure has the potential to contribute to greenhouse gas emissions; however, new infrastructure
avoided.
could be built to be resilient to climate change impacts and therefore contribute to the Region’s adaptation
Air quality is monitored by
activities. This could also be the case for infrastructure modifications/updates.
SEPA and through mechanisms
Material assets
+, ?
The policy is positive for built assets, as it can contribute to or improve material built assets in the Region,
such as the Scottish Air Quality
but the impact for natural assets is unclear and depends on the nature of work required to ensure
Database Annual Report. Cruise infrastructure adequately supports sectors operating in the Region.
ship operators must identify
Cultural heritage
?
It is unclear what the impact of this objective will be on cultural heritage and the impact depends on what
measures to avoid any
modifications or construction needs to be carried out to ensure infrastructure can adequately support the
detrimental impact to air.
sectors operating in the Region. There is scope for there to be negative impacts on cultural heritage where
Operators must also ensure
new infrastructure developments are constructed. Where this is the case, mitigation strategies would need
that suitable mitigation
to be employed to reduce any negative impacts. Little or no negative impacts are anticipated where
measures to abate air quality
maintenance is required to ensure infrastructure can support sectors.
degradation are identified and
Landscape/seascape
0
There may be a negative impact on landscapes/seascapes where new infrastructure is constructed. However,
implemented.
this policy is set within the context of the General Policies chapter of this Plan, the relevant policies in the
The CMPP will consider all
NMP and existing consenting processes which may apply/require additional assessments as part of their
marine licence applications in
processes. These assessments would consider any potential impacts and so would mitigate any adverse
the Region against policies in
impacts of this policy on landscapes/seascapes.
this Plan and provide input to
Marine Scotland to aid any
licensing decisions.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, ?
This policy is positive for the marine economy as it promotes efficient operations (which could result in cost
savings) within some sectors that rely on marine and coastal infrastructure. This policy supports the
development of a sustainable marine economy and can safeguard and/or create jobs that support the
development of this and that support/provide benefits to coastal communities within the CMR. It can also
protect marine assets (natural assets in particular), maintaining the potential to utilise them in the future.
This policy may also remove barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities and may also safeguard or
create jobs – though this is unclear.
Depending on the activity/work required to ensure that infrastructure can adequately support sectors
operating in the Region, this policy could generate additional overheads for some businesses. Costs may be
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Policy SEC 2: Sectoral interests should work together with infrastructure owners and relevant authorities to ensure that infrastructure is in place at ports and harbours, piers and slipways to
support future sectoral requirements, including onward links to rail and road networks.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
involved in developing or improving infrastructure; however, this could support operations in the long term
and be viewed as a worthwhile investment.
Society
+, 0
This policy can maintain or improve the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities
where there is joint public and private use of infrastructure. It can promote access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation. This policy can support a reduction in the magnitude of poverty and
social exclusion and will promote equality for all communities. There could be maintenance and
improvement to the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms
of access and quality of experience.
No impact is anticipated on contributing to a communities’ sense of place, including protection of and access
to marine-related heritage.

Policy SEC 3: Development(s) and/or activities which improve connectivity around the Clyde Marine Region will be supported. This can be for example through multi-modal journey planning
and active travel within the Clyde Marine Region, taking into account different types of activity as well as different types of transport and links to other marine regions.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
?
Existing consenting processes for coastal and
Improving connectivity around the CMR could have the potential to increase sport,
and fauna
marine developments are in place and these are
recreation and tourism activity in the Region, which in turn could lead to adverse impacts
likely to be supported by underlying assessments
on the marine and coastal environment. Impacts include increased activity in sensitive or
Population and
(e.g. EIA, flood-risk). These consenting processes
vulnerable habitats, disturbance to marine wildlife, damage to and/or loss of benthic
human health
are currently the primary mechanisms for the
habitats due to anchoring and introduction of invasive species. It is unclear what impact
Sediments, marine
identification, assessment and, where necessary,
this policy will have on these SEA topics as the impacts will depend on the developments
geology and coastal
avoidance and/or mitigation of any negative
and/or activities that contribute to connectivity. This policy is developed in the context of
processes
impacts identified in this SA-SEA. The CRMP is not
the general policies within this Plan and the policies of the NMP which require
Water
expected to change these assessments but is
environmental issues to be taken into account during decision-making processes, so
Air
instead aimed at providing guidance and support
adverse effects can be avoided.
Climatic factors
to developers and users by considering any
This policy may contribute towards climate change mitigation where opportunities for
Material assets
potential negative impacts. Where an impact is
active travel are developed.
Cultural heritage
uncertain, it is expected further determination of
Landscape/seascape
this could be made by considering the specific
details of any proposals.
The CMPP will consider all marine licence
applications in the Region against policies in this
Plan and provide input to Marine Scotland to aid
any licensing decisions.
Users of this Plan must also adhere to the policies
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Policy SEC 3: Development(s) and/or activities which improve connectivity around the Clyde Marine Region will be supported. This can be for example through multi-modal journey planning
and active travel within the Clyde Marine Region, taking into account different types of activity as well as different types of transport and links to other marine regions.
of the NMP, as well as all the policies of Section
one and All sectors – general policy of the CRMP.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
This policy is positive as it can support the development of a sustainable marine economy
for sectors, safeguarding and/or creating jobs that support the development of a
sustainable marine economy, and supporting or providing benefits to coastal
communities within the region. The policy also – provides benefits from improved
connectivity and transport links in and around the region and to other marine regions.
This policy could also contribute to removing barriers to new marine enterprises,
employment opportunities and to the sustainable use of the Region’s resources. No
impact is identified on protecting marine assets.
Society
+, ?
This policy can maintain or improve the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island
communities. It also improves the sector’s offering within the Region, maintains or
improves the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment,
both in terms of access and quality of experience. There could be a positive impact on
supporting a reduction in the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion or on the
promoting equality for all communities.

Sea Fisheries
Objective FISH 1: The long-term objective a sustainable, diverse and resilient marine ecosystem which supports a wide range of sustainable fishing opportunities supplying both local and
other markets. Sustainable fisheries operating at or below Maximum Sustainable Yield ensures optimisation of the socio-economic contribution of the fishing industry and supply chain.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
++
P/L
No mitigation is
The objective is positive in the long term and will conserve and enhance the integrity of marine ecosystems,
and fauna
required as impacts
particularly seabed habitats and abundance/diversity indicators for fish stock profiles, their interactions and the wider
are identified as
benefits they provide to the marine and coastal environment. Sustainable harvesting of fish stocks would also support
positive.
maintenance of existing marine ecosystems. The objective prevents damage to important biological sites and
protected species, safeguarding the benefits they provide. The objective also contributes to ensuring the achievement
of GEnvS across several Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) descriptors.
Population and
+
P/L
The objective is positive in the long term for the conservation and enhancement of marine ecosystems and
human health
biodiversity, and ensures that these can continue to support human health and wellbeing in the future.
Sediments, marine
+, 0
P/L
The objective is positive as it supports sustainable, diverse and resilient ecosystems. Methods which deliver a local,
geology and coastal
sustainable fishing industry can also provide benefits for seabed habitats and the overall integrity of the seabed.
processes
No impact is identified on exacerbating coastal erosion or on the capacity of the natural environment to cope with
flooding.
Water
0
No impact is identified.
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Objective FISH 1: The long-term objective a sustainable, diverse and resilient marine ecosystem which supports a wide range of sustainable fishing opportunities supplying both local and
other markets. Sustainable fisheries operating at or below Maximum Sustainable Yield ensures optimisation of the socio-economic contribution of the fishing industry and supply chain.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Air
Climatic factors
+, 0
P/L
The objective is positive for climate change mitigation, as generating opportunities to supply local markets can reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. No impact is identified on adaptation.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
A revival of a local, sustainable fishing industry can maintain and improve some local communities’ links to cultural
heritage relating to fisheries, where the industry was historically larger/more active.
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, P/L,
Stock assessments for Nephrops show that there is a high population in the Firth of Clyde and Jura and that the current
S/T (only
amount being fished is appropriate to ensure maximum future catches. For brown crab, whilst there is not enough
for parts
data for the 2009-2012 period, for the 2013-2015 period the amount of fishing was too high for the size of the
of the
population. For lobster and velvet crab, more data is available which shows that the fishing of these species is too high.
sector)
The objective may have a negative effect in the short term for these fisheries, as there may be a need for them to
reduce their fishing effort to ensure harvesting is at maximum sustainable yield. This could also apply to future
fisheries harvested in the Region. The objective is positive in the long term for fisheries (and potentially other
enterprises, including those related to sea angling, due to wider ecosystem benefits that may come about as a result of
this policy) as it supports the sustainability of the fishing industry . The objective can also safeguard and/or create jobs
that support the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors and that
support/provide benefits to coastal communities with the Clyde Marine Region.
Society
+, P/L,
The objective is positive as it supports the fishing industry into the future and therefore the local communities which
S/T (only
rely on it. Supporting the fishing industry can have a positive impact on society, by improving a community’s sense of
for parts
place; this in turn can indirectly result in positive impacts to tourism in such areas. Promoting opportunities to supply
of the
local and other markets can develop people’s awareness of the resources and benefits available from the local marine
sector)
environment, and this factor can also improve a sense of place and provide benefits to tourism. The objective can help
to support a reduction in poverty and social exclusion in rural areas where livelihood options can be limited. There are
likely to be some short-term negative impacts as noted above (under marine economy) for some fisheries. No impact
is identified on the other SA objectives under this topic.

Objective FISH 2: Improve spatial data on areas of importance to fisheries activities and ensure that interactions with other marine users are well managed
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is This objective is positive as it can inform spatial management which can contribute to more sustainable use and protection
and fauna
required as
of fisheries resources, including habitats relating to lifecycle stages of commercially important fish and shellfish species. This
impacts are
can also contribute to the conservation and enhancement of the integrity of ecosystems, their interactions and the benefits
identified as
they provide. It can prevent damage to important biological sites and protected species, including the benefits they provide.

125

Objective FISH 2: Improve spatial data on areas of importance to fisheries activities and ensure that interactions with other marine users are well managed
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
positive.
The objective can also support the achievement of GEnvS under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) for a number of
18
descriptors – 1, 3, 4 , and 6. This assessment assumes that the policy will deliver an improvement in the marine ecosystem.
Population and
human health
Sediments, marine
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy

+

P/L

+

P/L

+, -

P/L
S/T

Society

+, 0

P/L

18

0

This objective is positive as healthy ecosystems with high biodiversity and geodiversity are an essential part of supporting
human health and wellbeing.
The objective is positive as improving spatial data can help fisheries target activities more directly, thereby reducing the
impact of fisheries on the seabed and improving the conservation and enhancement of seabed’s integrity. No impact is
identified on the other objectives under this SEA Topic.
No impact is identified.

The objective is positive in the long term as tracking vessels can help inform awareness of what fishing activities take place
where. This can reduce conflict with other sectors and within the sector between fishers using different gear types. Vessel
tracking can also help inform spatial management which can provide a number of benefits to the fisheries sector. For
example, as the marine area becomes increasingly busy, tracking can enable the fishing industry to highlight areas of key
importance for their continued operation and can influence where developments and activities take place, so as not to limit
fisheries activities.
Tracking vessels can also support the development of a sustainable marine economy, for the fishing sector, but also for
other sectors through wider ecosystem benefits that can result from this measure. It ensures the sustainable use of the
Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors. This objective may be able to safeguard jobs that
support the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors and that support/provide benefits
to coastal communities within the CMR. It is not clear what impact this policy will have on removing or avoiding barriers to
new marine enterprise opportunities.
There may be a negative impact to the fisheries industry in the short-term related to the cost of implementing tracking
technology on vessels.
This objective can have a positive impact. Reduced conflict with other marine users (in particular sport, recreation and
tourism users) can maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in
terms of access and quality of experience. This objective can have an impact on contributing to a community’s sense of
place, including protection of and access to marine-related heritage – the impacts noted under marine economy above will
also impact on coastal communities.
No impact is identified on maintaining or improving the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities,

Descriptor 3: that population of commercial fish species is healthy. Descriptor 4: Elements of food webs ensure long-term abundance and reproduction
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Objective FISH 2: Improve spatial data on areas of importance to fisheries activities and ensure that interactions with other marine users are well managed
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
promoting access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation. This objective can support a reduction in the
magnitude of poverty and social exclusion or on promoting equality.

Policy FISH 1: Fisheries representatives, scientists and other parties should work collaboratively with the West Coast Regional Inshore Fisheries Group and the Clyde 2020 initiative to deliver
scientific research and practical measures to enable fisheries management to contribute to an improvement in the marine ecosystem. This includes, but is not limited to:

improved understanding of the habitats that support fisheries including pressure/state relationships and ecosystem role/function, leading to spatial and other management
measures to protect the most important areas,

stock assessments for all commercial target species, including consideration of other pressures such as predation and climate change, leading to appropriate management
measures to ensure no species is fished above Maximum Sustainable Yield,

continued monitoring of seabed habitats and species which are sensitive to fishing activity, leading to further agreed spatial management as appropriate,

measuring the contribution of fisheries to the local and national economy, or

improved technology used by fisheries, including to reduce bycatch and improve gear selectivity.
It is acknowledged that to deliver certain elements of this policy, funding streams will need to be identified and secured.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
This policy is positive as several of the measures noted under it support a better understanding of the marine environment
and fauna
required as
which can inform better management of fisheries resources and support wider ecosystem enhancements. The policy also
impacts are
promotes understanding of wider ecosystem interactions. These measures support the conservation and enhancement of
identified as
the integrity of ecosystems, their interactions and the benefits they provide. Furthermore, it can prevent damage to
positive.
important biological sites and protected species, including the benefits they provide. This policy can also support achieving
GEnvS and GEcS under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) (particular descriptor 3, 4 & 6) and the Water Environment
and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 . Improving technology used by fisheries, including reducing bycatch and improving
gear selectivity, can reduce the impact of the sector on other marine species such as elasmobranchs. The assessment
assumes that this policy will improve the marine ecosystem.
Population and
+
The impact of this policy is positive as it supports measures which ensure healthy ecosystems and that these can continue
human health
to support human health and wellbeing.
Sediments, marine
+
This policy contains a measure focussed on monitoring seabed habitats which can lead to further spatial management as
geology and coastal
appropriate. This is positive as it supports sustainable management of geodiversity which can ensure ecosystems and their
processes
associated benefits are maintained and enhanced. No impact is identified on the other SEA objectives for this topic.
Water
0
No impact is identified.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
+
P/L
The policy is positive as an improved understanding of fisheries and habitats can lead to a better understanding of climate
change impacts on fisheries, thus improving adaptation activities. No impact is identified on mitigation.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
0
No impact is identified.
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Policy FISH 1: Fisheries representatives, scientists and other parties should work collaboratively with the West Coast Regional Inshore Fisheries Group and the Clyde 2020 initiative to deliver
scientific research and practical measures to enable fisheries management to contribute to an improvement in the marine ecosystem. This includes, but is not limited to:

improved understanding of the habitats that support fisheries including pressure/state relationships and ecosystem role/function, leading to spatial and other management
measures to protect the most important areas,

stock assessments for all commercial target species, including consideration of other pressures such as predation and climate change, leading to appropriate management
measures to ensure no species is fished above Maximum Sustainable Yield,

continued monitoring of seabed habitats and species which are sensitive to fishing activity, leading to further agreed spatial management as appropriate,

measuring the contribution of fisheries to the local and national economy, or

improved technology used by fisheries, including to reduce bycatch and improve gear selectivity.
It is acknowledged that to deliver certain elements of this policy, funding streams will need to be identified and secured.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Landscape/seascape
0
No impact is identified.
SA topics
Marine economy
+
P/L
This policy is positive – collaborative working, as supported here, can provide a range of benefits such as an improvement
in sharing information and in working relationships which can deliver progress faster. In the long term, this policy seeks to
deliver scientific research to inform the sustainable management of the ecosystem, including its species and habitats that
the fisheries industry relies on. This can have a positive impact on the long-term viability of the sector and can deliver
sustainable use of the Region’s resources. This in turn can safeguard or create jobs in this sector, and potentially (through
wider ecosystem benefits) support new or existing businesses (e.g. supply chain) that support the sustainable
development of the marine economy and support/provide benefits to coastal communities within the region. No impact is
identified on barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities.
Society
+
P/L
This policy is positive as it can support the fishing industry and therefore the coastal communities which rely on this sector.
The policy can support a reduction in the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and will promote equality for all
communities. The policy can also contribute to communities’ sense of place, including the protection of and access to
marine-related heritage. No impact is identified on the other objectives under this topic.

Policy FISH 2: Industry initiatives to implement tracking for all commercial fishing boats operating in the Clyde Marine Region are strongly encouraged.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
This policy is positive as it can inform spatial management which can contribute to more sustainable and informed use of
and fauna
required as
fisheries resources. This can contribute to the conservation and enhancement of the integrity of ecosystems, their
impacts are
interactions and the benefits they provide. It can also prevent damage to important biological sites and protected species,
identified as
including the benefits they provide. The policy can also support the achievement of GEnvS under the Marine Strategy
positive.
Regulations (2010) for a number of descriptors – 1, 3, 4, and 6. This assessment assumes that the policy will improve the
marine ecosystem.
Population and
+
P/L
This policy is positive as healthy ecosystems with high biodiversity and geodiversity are an essential part of supporting
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Policy FISH 2: Industry initiatives to implement tracking for all commercial fishing boats operating in the Clyde Marine Region are strongly encouraged.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
human health
human health and wellbeing.
Sediments, marine
+
P/L
The policy is positive as improving spatial data can help fisheries target their activities more directly, thereby reducing the
geology and coastal
impact of fisheries on the seabed and improving the conservation and enhancement of seabed’s integrity. No impact is
processes
identified on the other objectives under this SEA Topic.
Water
0
No impact is identified.
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+, P/L
The policy is positive in the long-term as tracking vessels can help inform awareness of what fishing activities take place
S/T
where. This can reduce conflict with other sectors and within the sector between fisheries using different gear types.
Vessel tracking can also help inform spatial management which can provide a number of benefits to the fisheries sector.
For example, as the marine area becomes increasingly busy, tracking can enable the fishing industry to highlight areas of
key importance for their continued operation and can influence where developments and activities take place.
Tracking on vessels can also support the development of a sustainable marine economy, for the fishing sector, but also for
other sectors through wider ecosystem benefits. It ensures the sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the
long-term viability of marine sectors. This policy may be able to safeguard and/or create jobs that support the
development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors and that support/provide benefits to coastal
communities within the CMR. It is not clear what impact this policy will have on removing or avoiding barriers to new
marine enterprise opportunities.
There may be a negative impact in the short term related to the cost of implementing tracking technology on vessels.
Society
+, 0
P/L
This policy can have a positive impact. A reduction in conflict with other marine users (in particular sport, recreation and
tourism users) can maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both
in terms of access and quality of experience. This policy can have an impact on contributing to a communities’ sense of
place, including protection of and access to marine-related heritage – the positive impacts to the fishing sector can also
continue to support the communities that rely on this industry. Where this policy can safeguard and/or create jobs, this
can support a reduction in the magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and promote equality for all communities.
No impact is identified on maintaining or improving the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities, or
on promoting access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation.

Policy FISH 3: Static gear fishers should follow best practice guidelines and any future legislation issued by Marine Scotland in relation to static gear buoy markings.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
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Policy FISH 3: Static gear fishers should follow best practice guidelines and any future legislation issued by Marine Scotland in relation to static gear buoy markings.
Biodiversity, flora
0
No mitigation is
No impact is identified.
and fauna
required as
impacts are
Population and
identified as
human health
positive.
Sediments, marine
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive in the long term as it reduces conflict within the fishing sector between users of different gear types.
It can also reduce conflict between fisheries users and other users; in particular sport, recreation and tourism users. No
impact is identified on the other objectives for this topic.
Society
+, 0
This policy is positive as it can improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both
in terms of access and quality of experience. No impact is identified on other objectives for this topic.

Aquaculture
Objective AQUA 1: Enable the sustainable development and diversification of the aquaculture sector within the carrying capacity of the Clyde Marine Region, providing socio-economic
benefits to rural areas and islands and supporting the wider supply chain in Scotland.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
Many of the negative impacts which could arise from
Growth in aquaculture has the potential to have negative impacts on: biodiversity;
and fauna
aquaculture activities are mitigated by policies within
flora and fauna; population and human health; marine sediments; the seabed; and on
the General Policies chapter of this Plan which must be water quality. These can include: a reduction to the biological carrying capacity;
Population and
adhered to in advance of sectoral policies. Policies
damage or loss to the seabed; loss of foraging habitats; smothering of seabed
human health
from the NMP must also be adhered to and would
habitats; attraction of piscivorous birds and mammals to fish cages which can lead to
Sediments, marine
need to be considered and applied.
culling; increased risk of introduction of non-native and invasive non-native species;
geology and coastal
Existing consenting processes for coastal and marine
interactions between wild and farmed salmon impacting on genetic integrity or
processes
developments are in place and these are likely to be
increasing the risk of spreading of sea lice; a reduction in water quality through
Water
supported by underlying assessments (e.g. EIA,) which
eutrophication; and damage to the seabed through anchoring. creation or expansion
Air
can ensure adverse effects can be avoided.
of aquaculture activities can have an adverse visual impact, resulting from the
Climatic factors
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Objective AQUA 1: Enable the sustainable development and diversification of the aquaculture sector within the carrying capacity of the Clyde Marine Region, providing socio-economic
benefits to rural areas and islands and supporting the wider supply chain in Scotland.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Material assets
Furthermore, SEPA are the regulating authority for
presence of cages and supporting infrastructure, which can have a negative impact on
aquaculture and would review any aquaculture
landscapes/seascapes. In addition, aquaculture activities can impact on the loss or
Cultural heritage
proposals as part of the planning process, ensuring
damage of historic environment features, including adverse impacts on their setting
Landscape/seascape
they comply with relevant legislation and guidance and through anchoring or construction activities.
have obtained the required consents, such as a
This objective stipulates that development should be sustainable and also promotes a
Controlled Activities Regulations licence.
diversification of the sector within the carrying capacity of the Region. These factors,
The CMPP will consider all marine licence applications
as well as the requirement to consider the general policies of this Plan and the NMP,
in the Region against policies in this Plan and provide
incorporate wider a consideration of the SEA topics and so can mitigate a negative
input to Marine Scotland to aid any licensing decisions. impact on them.
SA topics
Marine economy

+, -

P/L
S/T

Society

+, 0

P/L

This objective could be negative for the sector, as there may be related costs as a
result of implementing sustainable development principles and limiting operations to
the carrying capacity of the Region (posing barriers, on safeguarding and/or creating
jobs). However, in the long term, these measures ensure the sustainable use of the
Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of this and other marine sectors
and would therefore safeguard and potentially create aquaculture jobs as part of the
development of a sustainable marine economy. .
No impact is identified on protecting marine assets (such as mineral assets).
The objective specifies that sustainable development of the industry should provide
socio-economic benefits to rural areas and islands – this is positive for these
communities, and can support a reduction of the magnitude of poverty and social
exclusion and promote equality for all communities. No impact is identified on the
other objectives for this topic.

Objective AQUA 2: Aquaculture sites in the Clyde Marine Region contribute to research & development initiatives which support sustainable development of the sector and aim to contribute
to the protection and enhancement of the marine environment.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
This objective has a positive impact on these topics where research and development initiatives can deliver protection and
and fauna
required as
enhancement to the marine environment. No impact is identified where these activities may not contribute to this.
impacts are
Population and
identified as
human health
positive.
Sediments, marine

131

Objective AQUA 2: Aquaculture sites in the Clyde Marine Region contribute to research & development initiatives which support sustainable development of the sector and aim to contribute
to the protection and enhancement of the marine environment.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
This objective is positive as research and development, whilst presenting an initial cost to business, can lead to operational
benefits and potentially lead to longer terms efficiencies and cost-saving measures. This objective supports the
development of a sustainable marine economy for the aquaculture sector and it ensures the sustainable use of the
Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors No impact is identified on the other objectives
under this topic.
Society
0
No impact is identified.

Policy AQUA 1: Development of new sites, alterations to existing sites or applications for change of use will be supported where applicants can demonstrate that they are in compliance with:

the Local Development Plans from the relevant Planning Authority, including any related planning guidance as appropriate,

Marine Scotland and Scottish Environment Protection Agency licensing requirements and guidance; and

for shellfish sites only, any future guidelines on shellfish production environmental constraints and opportunities, or critical mass of sites within the Clyde Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
Many of the negative impacts which could arise from
The development of new sites, alterations to existing sites or applications
and fauna
aquaculture activities are mitigated by policies within the
for change of use has the potential to have a negative impact on the marine
General Policies chapter of this Plan which must be adhered to
and coastal environment. These impacts are noted under Objective AQUA 1.
Population and
in advance of sectoral policies. Policies from the NMP must also
This policy falls under Objective AQUA 1, which enables the sustainable
human health
be adhered to and would need to be considered and applied.
development and diversification of the sector within its carrying capacity.
Sediments, marine
Existing consenting processes for coastal and marine
This requires sectoral developments and activities to consider the wider
geology and coastal
developments are in place and these are likely to be supported
environment and to avoid or mitigate any adverse effects on the marine and
processes
by underlying assessments (e.g. EIA,) which can ensure adverse
coastal environment. In addition, the existing licensing and consents
Water
effects can be avoided. Furthermore, SEPA are the regulating
process, the policies of the NMP and the policies with the General Policies
Air
authority for aquaculture and would review any aquaculture
chapter of this Plan must be taken into consideration to mitigate any
Climatic factors
proposals as part of the planning process, ensuring they comply
environmental impact.
Material assets
with relevant legislation and have obtained the required
Cultural heritage
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Policy AQUA 1: Development of new sites, alterations to existing sites or applications for change of use will be supported where applicants can demonstrate that they are in compliance with:

the Local Development Plans from the relevant Planning Authority, including any related planning guidance as appropriate,

Marine Scotland and Scottish Environment Protection Agency licensing requirements and guidance; and

for shellfish sites only, any future guidelines on shellfish production environmental constraints and opportunities, or critical mass of sites within the Clyde Marine Region.
Landscape/seascape
consents, such as a Controlled Activities Regulations licence.
SA topics
Marine economy
0
No impact is identified from this policy. Aquaculture businesses are required
to be compliant to the consents; authorisations and legislation noted in this
policy which may present operational or cost considerations for these
businesses. This may also be a barrier to entry; however, these consents are
already in place and not introduced by this Plan.
This policy is beneficial as it can increase awareness of the requirements for
aquaculture developments.
Society
0
No impact is identified.

Policy AQUA 2: Applications for the development of seaweed cultivation should demonstrate that proposals are in accordance with the Scottish Government’s Seaweed Cultivation Policy
Statement and any subsequent guidance and/or planning requirements.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
No mitigation is required as
No impact is identified from this policy. The assessment assumes that the policy, guidance and/or planning
and fauna
impacts are identified as
requirements will mitigate any negative impacts on these SEA Topics. These should be adhered to in advance
neutral.
of this Plan, along with the policies in the General Policies chapter of this Plan and the policies of the NMP, to
Population and
ensure environmental protection.
human health
This policy is beneficial in a broader sense as it can increase awareness of the requirements for seaweed
Sediments, marine
cultivation.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
0
No impact is identified from this policy. Businesses are required to be compliant with policy, guidance and/or
planning requirements, which may present operational or cost considerations for these businesses. This
policy does not introduce new conditions which could impose additional barriers and will be adhered to in
advance of this Plan, therefore mitigating any environmental impact.
This policy is beneficial as it can increase awareness of the requirements for seaweed cultivation.
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Policy AQUA 2: Applications for the development of seaweed cultivation should demonstrate that proposals are in accordance with the Scottish Government’s Seaweed Cultivation Policy
Statement and any subsequent guidance and/or planning requirements.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Society
0
No impact is identified.

Policy AQUA 3: Development of new sites, alterations to existing sites or applications for change of use are encouraged, when in line with policies AQUA 1 and 2, and where applicants can
demonstrate that they include research and development initiatives aiming to:

reduce environmental impacts; for example by improving sea lice and disease management, including the sustainable sourcing of cleaner fish, or offshore closed or partial
containment systems, in particular where renewable sources of energy are used,

use integrated multi-trophic aquaculture,

diversify farmed species which are native to the Clyde Marine Region with due consideration of the implications of climate change, or

site farms at high energy sites which promote good dispersal, minimising organic impact on the seabed.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
Dependent on
No mitigation is
This policy is positive as it encourages new or existing sites to invest in research and development initiatives to
and fauna
research and
required as
reduce environmental impacts associated with aquaculture on ecosystems, habitats, species, and the seabed.
development
impacts are
Positive impacts to these topics will lead to a positive impact on population and human health.
Population and
initiatives
identified as
human health
positive.
Sediments, marine
geology and coastal
processes
Water
+
This policy is positive for water quality. Aquaculture has the potential to cause negative impacts on water quality
(such as reduction in carrying capacity and ability of water bodies to assimilate nutrients, reduction in water quality
through eutrophication and damage to benthic habitats as a result of smothering or enrichment).Therefore,
encouraging the industry to site farms at high energy sites which promote good dispersal of organic material can
have a positive impact. This can contribute to achieving GEnvS and GEcS and supporting the aquatic environment to
continue to deliver the benefits of natural processes and resources, such as clean and safe water for recreational
activities or the ability of water bodies to assimilate nutrients.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
0
No impact is identified.
Landscape/seascape
?
It is unclear what impact this policy could have on landscapes/seascapes as it depends on the siting and context of
particular developments. This policy could have a positive impact if it leads to the development of more offshore
sites, where the visual impact of aquaculture developments from land can be reduced.
SA topics
Marine economy
+
P/L
Investing in research and development initiatives around the measures noted in the policy may have additional cost
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Policy AQUA 3: Development of new sites, alterations to existing sites or applications for change of use are encouraged, when in line with policies AQUA 1 and 2, and where applicants can
demonstrate that they include research and development initiatives aiming to:

reduce environmental impacts; for example by improving sea lice and disease management, including the sustainable sourcing of cleaner fish, or offshore closed or partial
containment systems, in particular where renewable sources of energy are used,

use integrated multi-trophic aquaculture,

diversify farmed species which are native to the Clyde Marine Region with due consideration of the implications of climate change, or

site farms at high energy sites which promote good dispersal, minimising organic impact on the seabed.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
and resource implications for applicants; however, this is only encouraged and is not an obligation for new
applications. Research and development initiatives such as those noted in the policy will improve the long-term
viability of the sector, supporting sustainable development and ensuring the sustainable use of the Region’s
resources, which can have a positive impact on safeguarding and/or creating jobs.
Society
+
P/L
The policy is positive as it supports the long-term viability of the sector; this can support the communities that rely
on the aquaculture sector as a contribution to employment/livelihood options. The policy can maintain or improve
the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of
experience. No impact is identified of the other objectives on this topic.

Policy AQUA 4: Finfish aquaculture operators should ensure that any wild caught cleaner fish used in facilities in the Clyde Marine Region are sourced from sustainable commercial fisheries
in agreement with the relevant local Inshore Fisheries Group or Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is required as
The policy has a positive impact as it is driving a sustainable approach to the harvesting of wild caught
and fauna
impacts are identified as positive
cleaner fish. This can contribute to the conservation and enhancement of ecosystems, their integrity and
or neutral.
the benefits they provide. This policy can also contribute to achieving descriptor 1&3 in the Marine
Population and
Strategy Regulation (2010).
human health
Sediments, marine
0
No impact is identified.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+
P/L
The policy is positive as it promotes collaborative working across sectors, reducing the potential for conflict
and allowing for the best available advice to be taken into account to inform the sustainable sourcing of
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Policy AQUA 4: Finfish aquaculture operators should ensure that any wild caught cleaner fish used in facilities in the Clyde Marine Region are sourced from sustainable commercial fisheries
in agreement with the relevant local Inshore Fisheries Group or Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
cleaner fish. This supports the development of a sustainable marine economy and ensures sustainable use
of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors. No impact is identified on
protecting marine assets, removing or avoiding barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities or on
safeguarding and/or creating jobs that support new or existing sectors.
Society
0
No impact is identified.

Sport, Recreation and Tourism
Objective SRT 1: The Clyde Marine Region provides world class sustainable sport, recreation and tourism experiences for local people and visitors. The social benefits, including health and
wellbeing, and the economic benefits generated by this sector are protected and spread across residents, local communities and beyond.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
This policy is subject to the NMP and Policies
There is scope for this objective to have a negative impact on the SEA topics if the objective
and fauna
within the General Policies chapter of this Plan
drives an increase in activities, or the development of facilities or infrastructure. An increase
which must be adhered to in advance of
in such activities can increase the likelihood of spreading invasive and non-native species,
Population and
sectoral policies, thereby mitigating adverse
damaging habitats and species leading to associated localised negative impacts on the
human health
impacts that may arise from this policy.
seabed, its sediments and processes, water and air quality. The specific impacts of this would
Sediments, marine
Existing consenting processes for coastal and
be determined according to individual developments, projects or activities. However,
geology and coastal
marine developments are in place and these
considering the context of this objective and that users of the CMR must adhere to the NMP
processes
are likely to be supported by underlying
as well as the General Policies and All sectors – general policy chapters of this Plan, the
Water
assessments (e.g. EIA, flood-risk). These
assessment assumes that any potential negative impacts are mitigated by the measures of
Air
consenting processes are currently the primary these policies. In addition, Objective SRT 3 below takes into consideration the potential
mechanisms for the identification, assessment
negative impacts associated with an increased use of the marine and coastal environment
and, where necessary, avoidance and/or
and promotes the sustainable use of natural resources. These objectives should be
mitigation of any identified negative impacts
considered together to negate the risk of any negative impact on natural heritage.
identified in this Assessment. The CMRP is not
Climatic factors
0
No impact identified
expected to change these assessments but is
Material assets
?
There may be a negative impact on the SEA topics if the objective drives an increase in
instead aimed at providing guidance and
activities, facilities or infrastructure. The impact of this would be determined according to
Cultural heritage
support to developers and users when
specific developments, projects or activities. The assessment assumes that any potential
Landscape/seascape
considering potential negative impacts. Where
negative impacts are mitigated by the NMP and policies in the General Policies chapter which
an impact is uncertain, it is expected further
must be adhered to in advance of the sectoral policies. In addition, Objective SRT 3 below
determination of this could be made by
takes into consideration the potential negative impacts associated with increased use of the
considering the specific details of any
marine and coastal environment and promotes the sustainable use of natural resources.
proposals.
These objectives should be considered together to negate the risk of any negative impact on
The CMPP will consider all marine licence
cultural heritage.
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Objective SRT 1: The Clyde Marine Region provides world class sustainable sport, recreation and tourism experiences for local people and visitors. The social benefits, including health and
wellbeing, and the economic benefits generated by this sector are protected and spread across residents, local communities and beyond.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
applications in the Region against policies in
this Plan and provide input to Marine Scotland
to aid any licensing decisions.
SA topics
Marine economy
+
P/L
The objective is positive as it supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in
the Region for this sector. The objective states that the ‘Region provides world class
sustainable sport, recreation and tourism’, acknowledging that this sector relies on a healthy
and clean marine and coastal environment to support the long-term viability of this sector.
The objective seeks to avoid barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities and may
safeguard and/or create jobs as part of the development of a sustainable marine economy
across new or existing sectors.
Society
+, 0
The objective is positive as it promotes access to coastal and marine resources for tourism
and recreation. It can also contribute to a communities’ sense of place, including protection
of and access to marine-related heritage and can maintain or improve the experiences of
recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality
of experience. It can improve health and wellbeing of residents, local communities and
visitors to the Region. These impacts can support the reduction of social exclusion and help
promote equality for all communities. No impact is identified on the other SA objectives.

Objective SRT 2: Ingress to and egress from the sea is improved, along with supporting infrastructure and facilities.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
No mitigation is required as impacts
There is potential for this objective to have localised negative impacts on these SEA Topics,
and fauna
are identified as positive or neutral.
depending on the location and context of any projects or activities that improve ingress and egress
points, along with infrastructure and facilities. Existing planning processes will take the potential for
Population and
negative impacts into account. The NMP and the policies within the General Policies chapter of this
human health
Plan must also be considered in advance of this objective and will mitigate any potential negative
Sediments, marine
impacts. In addition, Objective SRT 3 below takes into consideration the potential negative impacts
geology and coastal
associated with an increased use of the marine and coastal environment and promotes the
processes
sustainable use of natural resources. These objectives should be considered together to negate the
Water
risk of any negative impact on natural heritage.
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
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Objective SRT 2: Ingress to and egress from the sea is improved, along with supporting infrastructure and facilities.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Landscape/seascape
0
There is potential for localised negative impacts on landscapes/seascapes; however, it is expected
that any negative impact will be mitigated when considering the NMP as well as policies in Chapter 3:
Landscape/seascape of this Plan.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
The objective is positive as it supports the sustainable development of the sport, recreation and
tourism sector. It may contribute to safeguarding and/or creating construction related jobs. No
impact is identified on the other SA objectives for this topic.
Society
+, 0
The objective is positive for society as it supports improved access to the marine environment for
sport, recreation and tourism. This contributes to a community’s sense of place, by allowing
increased use for sport and recreation and can maintain and improve the experiences of recreational
users, both in terms of access and quality of experience. No impact is identified on the other
objectives.

Objective SRT 3: The increasing use of the Clyde Marine Region for sport, recreation and tourism does not have a significant adverse effect on the natural and historic/cultural environment
on which it depends, nor does it reduce local socioeconomic wellbeing. Sustainable and responsible use of the area improves people’s knowledge and enjoyment of the natural environment,
their sense of place and their health & wellbeing.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Monitoring
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
Indirect
No mitigation is
No adverse impacts are identified as a result of this policy, and it may result in indirect positive impacts. Where
and fauna
required as impacts
sustainable use of the area improves people’s knowledge and enjoyment of the natural environment, this can drive
P/L for
are identified as
greater awareness of the benefits and services the natural environment provides and the impacts of human
Population and
population
positive.
activities. Greater awareness can engender individuals to have a greater commitment to environmental protection,
human health
and human
either at a community or individual level.
Sediments, marine
health
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+,0
This objective supports the development of a sustainable marine economy by ensuring the Region’s resources are
used sustainably so that they can support the long-term viability of marine sectors. No impact is identified on the
other SA objectives for this topic.
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Objective SRT 3: The increasing use of the Clyde Marine Region for sport, recreation and tourism does not have a significant adverse effect on the natural and historic/cultural environment
on which it depends, nor does it reduce local socioeconomic wellbeing. Sustainable and responsible use of the area improves people’s knowledge and enjoyment of the natural environment,
their sense of place and their health & wellbeing.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Monitoring
Explanatory text
impact
Society
+, 0
The objective is positive as it seeks to improve people’s knowledge and enjoyment of the natural environment. This
can contribute to a community’s sense of place, including the protection of and access to marine-related heritage.
No impact is identified on the other SA objectives for this topic.

Policy SRT 1: The development or renewal of marine-related sport, recreation and tourism facilities and infrastructure will be supported, particularly those which:

encourage multiple use by providing hubs for marine sport and recreation,

are accessible to all, including those with protected characteristics, and help people to overcome physical, cultural and economic barriers to participation,

enable people to engage with and/or enhance natural or cultural heritage,

extend the tourism season and/or diversify the sports, recreation and tourism offering,

demonstrate a link to transport networks in line with active travel objectives, or

provide pump out, wash down and waste management facilities for boat users
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
Existing consenting processes
There is scope for this policy to have a negative impact on the SEA topics if the policy drives an increase in
and fauna
for coastal and marine
activities, or the development of facilities or infrastructure. A growth in such activities can increase the
developments are in place and
likelihood of spreading invasive and non-native species, damage habitats and species and lead to associated
Population and
these are likely to be supported localised negative impacts on geodiversity, water and air quality. The specific impacts of this would be
human health
by underlying assessments (e.g. determined according to individual developments, projects or activities.
Sediments, marine
EIA, flood-risk). These
However, the policy has a positive impact on these SEA Topics, as encouraging multiple use for marine sport
geology and coastal
consenting processes are
and recreation can reduce the use and impact on natural resources and ensure they are used more
processes
currently the primary
sustainably. Encouraging people to enhance natural heritage can contribute to the integrity of ecosystems
mechanisms for the
and the benefits they provide. It can also prevent damage to important biological sites and protected
identification, assessment and,
species. Depending on the nature of enhancement activities, there can be a positive impact on geodiversity.
where necessary, avoidance
Enabling people to engage with the natural environment improves opportunities for recognising the benefits
and/or mitigation of any
the natural environment provides society. Spending time in the marine and coastal environment also
negative impacts identified in
provides benefits to both physical and mental health and wellbeing – this is increased when access to sport,
this assessment. The CRMP is
recreation and tourism facilities is made more accessible and the offering is increased both in terms of
not expected to change these
geographical coverage and duration. Providing wash down facilities can reduce the risk of spreading nonassessments but is instead
native species and introducing non-native species to new areas. This can contribute to the achievement of
aimed at providing guidance
the Marine Strategy Regulation (2010), in particular Descriptor 2.
and support to developers and
Water
+
P/L
The policy is positive as it supports facilities and infrastructure with pump out, wash down and waste
users when considering
management facilities for boat users. These facilities will reduce any negative impacts this activity may have
potential negative impacts.
on water quality. Wash down facilities can help reduce the spread of non-native and invasive non-native
Where an impact is uncertain,
species and the introduction of non-native species. Overall, this can contribute towards achieving GEcS under
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Policy SRT 1: The development or renewal of marine-related sport, recreation and tourism facilities and infrastructure will be supported, particularly those which:

encourage multiple use by providing hubs for marine sport and recreation,

are accessible to all, including those with protected characteristics, and help people to overcome physical, cultural and economic barriers to participation,

enable people to engage with and/or enhance natural or cultural heritage,

extend the tourism season and/or diversify the sports, recreation and tourism offering,

demonstrate a link to transport networks in line with active travel objectives, or

provide pump out, wash down and waste management facilities for boat users
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
it is expected further
the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003.
determination of this could be
Air
?
Depending on the type of activities taking place at multiple use hubs, there could be a negative impact on air
made by considering the
quality. For example, an increased use of motorised vessels could cause increased air pollution in some
specific details of any
locations.
proposals.
Climatic factors
?
The impacts on climatic factors are unclear. Increased sport, recreation and tourism, depending on the
The CMPP will consider all
specific activity, could lead to increased greenhouse gas emissions. It is unclear what impact this policy would
marine licence applications in
have on adaptation activities. However, other policies within this Plan seek development(s) and/or activities
the Region against policies in
to consider mitigation and adaptation activities; this should be adhered to in conjunction with this policy.
this Plan and provide input to
Material assets
+
P/L
Encouraging multiple use hubs for marine sport and recreation can have a positive impact on material assets
Marine Scotland to aid any
by ensuring that material assets are used efficiently and sustainably, delivering multiple benefits and working
licensing decisions.
in partnership with nature.
Users of this Plan must also
Cultural heritage
+
P/L
This policy is positive as it aims to enable people to engage with or enhance cultural heritage.
adhere to the policies of the
Landscape/seascape
0
Multiple use hubs can reduce any potential impacts on landscapes/seascapes that may arise from
NMP, as well as all the policies
developments or the renewal of sport and recreation developments.
of Section one and All sectors –
general policy of the CRMP.
SA topics
Marine economy
+
P/L
This policy is positive as it can support the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region for
this sector. It ensures the sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of
marine sectors. This policy can also remove or avoid barriers to new marine enterprises and can safeguard
and/or create jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing
sectors through the regeneration of coastal areas, and extend the tourism season and/or diversifying the
sports, recreation and tourism offering.
Society
+
P/L
The policy is positive for society as it promotes access to coastal and marine resource for tourism and
recreation. This policy can contribute to communities’ sense of place, including the protection of and access
to marine-related heritage. It can also maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the
marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of experience.
This policy, can contribute to maintaining or improving the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island
communities by extending the tourism season and/or diversifying sports, recreation and tourism offerings.
This policy may also have a positive impact on improving access to sport and recreation and thus improve
this aspect of equality within communities.
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Policy SRT 2: Proposals for the introduction, maintenance and improvement of the network of publicly accessible slipways and shoreside infrastructure, along with supporting facilities where
appropriate, across the Clyde Marine Region will be supported.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
?
?
Existing consenting processes for coastal and marine developments are in
The impact of the development of sport and recreation
and fauna
place and these are likely to be supported by underlying assessments (e.g.
infrastructure and facilities on these SEA topics is unclear;
EIA, flood-risk). These consenting processes are currently the primary
however, they have the potential to have negative impacts
Population and
mechanisms for the identification, assessment and, where necessary,
depending on the type and location of infrastructure and
human health
avoidance and/or mitigation of any negative impacts identified in this
facilities. The policy is set within the context of other policies in
Sediments, marine
assessment. The CRMP is not expected to change these assessments but is
this Plan and in the NMP which require environmental issues to
geology and coastal
instead aimed at providing guidance and support to developers and users by be taken into account during decision-making processes, so
processes
considering any potential negative impacts. Where an impact is uncertain, it adverse effects can be avoided.
Water
is expected further determination of this could be made by considering the
Air
specific details of any proposals.
Climatic factors
The CMPP will consider all marine licence applications in the Region against
Material assets
policies in this Plan and provide input to Marine Scotland to aid any
Cultural heritage
licensing decisions.
Landscape/seascape
Users of this Plan must also adhere to the policies of the NMP, as well as all
the policies of Section one and All sectors – general policy of the CRMP.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, The development of sport, recreation and tourism infrastructure
and facilities could provide economic and employment benefits
to the sector; however, this may pose a barrier to opportunities
for other marine sectors and enterprises. This would depend on
the location and type of infrastructure and facility and is
mitigated by policies within the All sectors – general policy
chapter.
Society
+, 0
This policy can have a positive impact for coastal communities as
it has the potential to promote access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation. It can also maintain or
improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and
coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of
experience. No impact is identified on the other objectives for
this topic.
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Policy SRT 3: National and international sport, recreational and tourism events for motorised recreational vessels are supported in the Clyde Marine Region. Organisers of such events taking
place in the Clyde Marine Region must:
•
where appropriate, undertake a risk assessment to identify likely significant impacts on protected areas and species,
•
collaborate with and seek advice from relevant authorities, (e.g. Scottish Natural Heritage) to acquire licences where needed and to identify and implement appropriate mitigation
measures in a timely manner in advance of any event taking place.
Event organisers should inform relevant Statutory Harbour Authority of the nature and details of the event in a timely manner in advance of the event taking place. They should also consider
the requirement for biosecurity planning/measures in line with Policies NNS 3 and NNS 4.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
The policy is positive for biodiversity, flora and fauna as it encourages wider consideration of the potential environmental
and fauna
required as
impacts of marine and coastal events taking place within the Region, such as noise pollution and disturbance to or collision
impacts are
with marine animals. The policy is also positive as it promotes the conservation of the integrity of ecosystems and can
identified as
prevent damage to important biological sites and protected species, including the benefits they provide. It promotes wider
positive or
consideration of the impact of non-native species and the need to develop biosecurity plans, which can have wide ranging
neutral.
benefits for biodiversity, flora and fauna. This policy can also contribute to achieving the objectives of the Marine Strategy
19
Regulations (2010), particularly under Descriptors 1, 6 &11 .
Population and
+
P/L
The policy is positive for population and human health as it contributes to the protection of healthy ecosystems,
human health
biodiversity and geodiversity and therefore the continued benefits that humans derive from the natural environment that
can improve their health and wellbeing.
Sediments, marine
+
P/L
Depending on the event, this policy can have a positive impact on marine and coastal geodiversity and reduce the
geology and coastal
likelihood of any significant negative impacts, such as increased anchoring.
processes
Water
0
No impact is identified.
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
-, +
S/T
This policy may have short-term/temporary time and cost implications for the marine enterprises involved in running the
P/L
events associated with undertaking a risk assessment and implementing any mitigation measures as required. This may
present a barrier to new and existing marine enterprise opportunities.
The policy is positive in the long-term as it supports the sustainable development of the marine economy and ensures the
sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of all marine sectors, including sport,
recreation and tourism, this can in turn have a positive impact on safeguarding and/or creating jobs.
Society
+, 0
The policy is positive as it can contribute to a community’s sense of place, including the protection of and access to
marine-related heritage. No impact is identified on the other objectives for this topic.

19

Descriptor 11: Introduction of energy (including underwater noise) does not adversely affect the ecosystem.
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Policy SRT 4: Outreach, education and skills training activities that improve knowledge and encourage participation in marine sport and recreation and associated businesses are supported,
in particular where they:
•
target hard to reach groups,
•
educate users on best practice guidelines for example for marine wildlife watching, biosecurity planning or litter/waste management,
•
encourage collaboration between users and organisations to develop and use promotional/educational materials.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
The policy can have a positive impact where outreach, education and skills training activities educate users on best
and fauna
required as
practice guidelines (e.g. marine wildlife watching, biosecurity planning or litter/waste management). This can have a
impacts are
positive impact on general awareness and knowledge of the natural environment which can in turn contribute to the
identified as
conservation and enhancement of habitats and species and contribute to the integrity of ecosystems.
positive or
Population and
+
P/L
As noted above, where activities can contribute to the conservation and enhancement of the environment, there can be a
neutral.
human health
positive impact on population and human health as contributing to healthy ecosystems, can support human health and
wellbeing.
Sediments, marine
0
No impact is identified.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as encouraging education and the development of skills, especially on the marine environment, can
support the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region for this sector. This can have indirect impacts for
other sectors. This policy encourages the sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of
marine sectors. No impact is identified on employment or on barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities.
Society
+, 0
P/L
This policy is positive as it can contribute to communities’ sense of place, including the protection of and access to marinerelated heritage by facilitating increased knowledge and participation in marine sport and recreation in certain areas. It
can also maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms
of access and quality of experience, and promote access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation,
especially where activities target hard to reach groups. This policy can support a reduction in social exclusion and promote
equality for all communities.
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Policy SRT 5: Organisations operating in the marine sport, recreation and tourism sector should ensure that staff are adequately trained to comply with best practice guidelines such as the
Marine Wildlife Watching Code and the Outdoor Access Code and others relating to litter/waste and biosecurity practices to prevent the spread of non-native species, in line with Chapters 5,
6 and 7. All wildlife cruise tour operators operating within the Clyde Marine Region should be WiSe scheme certified.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
The impact of this policy is positive as it can increase awareness of the potential negative impacts generated through
and fauna
required as
sport, recreation and tourism activity and draw attention to measures that can reduce or mitigate these negative impacts.
impacts are
These impacts can include physical and noise disturbances; ingestion of marine plastics; and the negative impacts
Population and
identified as
generated by non-native species when they become invasive, such as smothering or out-competing other species,
human health
positive or
impacting on water quality or damaging the integrity of marine habitats.
Sediments, marine
neutral.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
-, +
S/T
This policy may have short term/temporary time and cost implications for operators in order to undertake training and
P/L
comply with best practice guidelines. This may present a barrier to new and existing marine enterprise opportunities.
However, this policy will ensure benefits in the long term to organisations operating in the Region as it contributes to the
development of a sustainable marine economy, the long term viability of this sector and therefore in safeguarding and/or
creating jobs. It may deliver indirect benefits to other sectors through the sustainable use of the Region’s resources.
Society
+, 0
The policy is positive as it can contribute to a community’s sense of place, including the protection of and access to
marine-related heritage. The policy may improve employment opportunities within the sector for coastal communities,
which can also contribute to a community’s sense of place. No impact is identified on the other objectives for this topic.

Shipping, Ports, Harbours and Ferries
Objective SHIP 1: Continue collaborative efforts to increase the cruise ship market in the Clyde Marine Region within environmental limits. Promote the Region as a tourist destination by
supporting sustainable development of the market for smaller cruise vessels, whilst seeking opportunities for related socio-economic activity.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora and
0
No mitigation is
This objective is focussed on increasing the cruise ship activity in the Region. There is therefore potential for negative
fauna
required as impacts impacts on these SEA Topics, such as increased disturbance on biodiversity (particularly cetaceans), loss of habitat
are identified as
associated with the expansion of ports and harbours, risk of introducing invasive and non-native species, and increased
Population and human
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Objective SHIP 1: Continue collaborative efforts to increase the cruise ship market in the Clyde Marine Region within environmental limits. Promote the Region as a tourist destination by
supporting sustainable development of the market for smaller cruise vessels, whilst seeking opportunities for related socio-economic activity.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
health
neutral.
sediment disturbance from increased vessel movement; however, the objective stipulates that the market must be
increased within environmental limits. In addition, many of these effects are mitigated by policies in the General
Sediments, marine
Policies chapter which must be adhered to in advance of the sectoral policies in this Plan. This objective will also be
geology and coastal
progressed in the context of the policies in the NMP, which require environmental issues to be taken into account
processes
during decision-making processes, so adverse effects can be avoided.
Water
Increased vessel movement in specific areas may have a detrimental impact on local air quality. Air quality is
Air
monitored by SEPA and through mechanisms such as the Scottish Air Quality Database Annual Report. Cruise ship
Climatic factors
operators must identify measures to avoid any detrimental impact to air quality. Operators should also ensure that
Material assets
suitable mitigation measures to abate air quality degradation are identified and implemented.
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+, ?
P/L
The objective has a positive impact as it supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region. The
assessment assumes that this policy will be taken forward within the context of the general policies within this Plan
and the policies of the NMP, and so ensures the sustainable use of the Region’s resources. It protects marine assets
and maintains the potential to utilise then in the future.
It is unclear if it will remove or avoid barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities. It is likely that this objective will
be able to safeguard and/or create jobs as part of the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or
existing sectors and that support/provide benefits to coastal communities within the CMR.
An increase in cruise ship activity in the Region may impact other sectors, for example by introducing restrictions or
displacing other activities.
Society
+
P/L
The objective is positive as it promotes access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation. It can also
contribute to communities’ sense of place by improving access to marine-related heritage and improve the experience
of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment in terms of access and quality of experience.
The objective supports a reduction in the magnitude of poverty, through the creation of new job opportunities.

Objective SHIP 2: Promote the use of ports and harbours in the Clyde Marine Region to undertake the construction, servicing and decommissioning of marine structures, in particular where it
supports activities contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation.
SEA topics
Impact
Nature of impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
Biodiversity, flora
?
It is difficult to
Many of these impacts are
Depending on the nature of work (e.g. project size, type of structures) undertaken, location of
and fauna
determine the
mitigated by policies within
construction, and servicing and decommissioning, there could be negative impacts on habitats and
nature of the
the General Policies and All
species. These impacts could include disturbance, injury or death through collisions with vessels and/or
Population and
impact as it will
sectors – general policy
marine structures, and risk of introduction of non-native species. There may also be an increased risk of
human health
be affected by
chapters of this Plan which
noise disturbance. This type of activity could lead to siltation, smothering benthic habitats and species.
Sediments, marine
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Objective SHIP 2: Promote the use of ports and harbours in the Clyde Marine Region to undertake the construction, servicing and decommissioning of marine structures, in particular where it
supports activities contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation.
SEA topics
Impact
Nature of impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
geology and coastal
any project and
must be adhered to in
This objective may have a negative impact on human health due to increased levels of noise, visual
processes
the scale at which advance of sectoral policies.
disturbance and any negative impacts on the surrounding environment which may have secondary
it is carried out.
Policies from the NMP must
impacts on human health, particularly wellbeing. Excessive noise can impact on the quality of life,
Water
also be adhered to.
health, use and enjoyment of areas. Any detrimental impacts on the marine environment can also have
Air
Existing
consenting
processes
a negative impact on the health and wellbeing of coastal communities which may derive physical and
Climatic factors
for coastal and marine
mental health benefits from spending time at the sea.
Material assets
developments are in place
Increased movement of vessels associated with construction, servicing and decommissioning, and any
Cultural heritage
and these are likely to be
associated capital or maintenance dredging required, may lead to increased disturbance of sediments
Landscape/seascape
supported by underlying
affecting their natural processes and their ability to deliver certain services and benefits.
assessments (e.g. EIA, floodIncreased movement of vessels carrying marine structures increases disturbance of sediments and
risk) which can ensure
turbidity in the water column, negatively impacting water quality.
adverse effects can be
There may be localised negative impacts on air quality as a result of increased vessel movements. The
avoided.
specific impact will depend on the location and amount of movement of marine structures.
Air quality is monitored by
Development of this kind of activity is likely to have a negative impact on climatic factors as it can result
SEPA and through
in the increase of greenhouse emissions through increased vessel movement and any associated
mechanisms such as the
machinery required for construction, servicing and decommissioning. In the long term, it is positive to
Scottish Air Quality Database
support construction, servicing and decommissioning activities that contribute to climate change
Annual Report. Cruise ship
mitigation and adaptation.
operators must identify
This objective could result in negative impacts if ports and harbours need to be expanded/ adjusted to
measures to avoid any
accommodate construction, servicing and decommissioning of marine structures. This could impact on
detrimental impact to air
material assets such as natural flood prevention processes.
quality. Operators must also
There may be a negative impact on cultural heritage if ports and harbours need to be expanded/
ensure that mitigation
adjusted to accommodate construction, servicing and decommissioning of marine structures.
measures to abate air quality
This policy could result in negative impacts on landscapes/seascapes as a result of the visual impact of
degradation are identified
increased vessel movement and movement of large marine structures and the potential storage of
and implemented.
these structures in the region. This impact is dependent on the location, type and size of any works.
The CMPP will consider all
While there is a wide range of potential negative impacts on these SEA Topics, the assessment assumes
marine licence applications in that many of these impacts are mitigated by policies within the General Policies and All sectors –
the Region against policies in
general policy chapter of this Plan which must be adhered to in advance of sectoral policies. This
this Plan and provide input to objective will also be applied in the context of the policies in the NMP, which require environmental
Marine Scotland to aid any
issues to be taken into account during decision-making process, so that adverse effects can be
licensing decisions.
mitigated/ minimised. It is likely that licensing and consents will be required as part of the planning
Users of this Plan must also
process and these processes may be supported by underlying assessments, such as an EIA, which could
adhere to the policies of the
mitigate any adverse impacts. The overall impacts are unclear as they depend on the location, type and
NMP, as well as all the
scale of construction, servicing and decommissioning works.
policies of Section one and All
sectors – general policy of the
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Objective SHIP 2: Promote the use of ports and harbours in the Clyde Marine Region to undertake the construction, servicing and decommissioning of marine structures, in particular where it
supports activities contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation.
SEA topics
Impact
Nature of impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
CRMP.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, ?
It is difficult to
This policy is positive as it supports the development of the marine economy in the Region relating to
determine the
this industry and the energy sector. It does not set out how the sustainable use of the Region’s
nature of the
resources is considered to support the long-term viability of marine sectors; however, mitigation
impact as it will
measures explained above outline how this objective would work in context of the policies set out in
be affected by
section 1, which support sustainable development. This policy may present opportunities to safeguard
any project and
and/or create jobs within this sector, or others that provide support to it, as part of the development of
the scale at which
a sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors. The objective does not present any
it is carried out.
barriers to marine enterprise opportunities for this sector; however, it may create barriers to other
sectors or marine enterprises by restricting the scope for development of other activities in areas
where they are carried out, e.g. recreational activities.
Society
+, There are mixed effects on society. This objective may have a negative effect on promoting access to
coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation, which can negatively affect the access and
quality of experience if access is affected by this type of industry. It can also have a negative effect on a
community’s sense of place, including protection of and access to marine-related heritage where the
negative impacts noted above under the SEA topics may occur.
Increase in such activity in the area can also lead to positive impacts as it may contribute to
regeneration of an area, and support a reduction in poverty through the creation of new jobs.

Objective SHIP 3: Improve marine connectivity within the Clyde Marine Region and beyond, whilst supporting the move to more sustainable transport. Ensure that any development aligns
with the integrated transport objectives in Local Development Plans.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
Could be T/S
No mitigation is The objective will have a positive impact on these SEA Topics. The increase in vessels, vessel movements and expansion
and fauna
if impacts are
required as
of ports and harbours associated with this can have a range of negative impacts within the Region. For example, there
related to
impacts are
may be an increased risk of disturbance, collision or strike risk to cetaceans, loss of habitat associated with the expansion
Population and
development
identified as
of ports and harbours, increased risk of introduction of invasive and non-native species, increased sediment disturbance
human health
and
positive.
from increased vessel movement which can cause turbidity in the water and impact water quality; and in specific areas
Sediments, marine
expansion or
there may be a detrimental impact on local air quality. Expansion of ports and harbours and increased vessel movements
geology and coastal
P/L if related
may also have a negative impact on material assets, landscapes/seascapes and cultural heritage depending on siting and
processes
to the
the specific details of projects related to improved marine connectivity.
Water
movement of
However, the objective stipulates moving towards ‘more sustainable transport’, which requires developments and
Air
vessels.
activities to be carried out at a level which does not exhaust natural resources or cause severe ecological damage. One
Climatic factors
area in particular where sustainability of transport could be supported especially is around reducing greenhouse gas
Material assets
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Objective SHIP 3: Improve marine connectivity within the Clyde Marine Region and beyond, whilst supporting the move to more sustainable transport. Ensure that any development aligns
with the integrated transport objectives in Local Development Plans.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Cultural heritage
emissions of vessels and if increased marine connectivity reduces road traffic this can also have a positive effect in terms
of mitigation.
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy

+, ?

Society

+

This objective is positive as it supports the development of a sustainable marine transport network in the Region and
beyond. This can remove barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities and can safeguard and/or create jobs that
support new or existing sectors. This policy is likely to deliver operational or cost-related benefits to other sectors.
The objective does not make it clear how the sustainable use of the Region’s resources are considered; however, the
objective does indicate that moving towards more sustainable transport will be supported. Sustainable transport can
help the Region contribute to climate change mitigation targets in the long term and can protect marine assets,
maintaining the potential to utilise then in the future. It is not clear what impact this objective will have on safeguarding
and/or creating jobs as part of the development of a sustainable marine economy.
The objective has a clear positive impact on improving the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island
communities. It can also promote access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation and improve the
experience of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, in terms of both access and quality of
experience. The objective can also contribute to a community’s sense of place – improving connectivity can mean people
are less likely to move away to find work if commuting is easier. This can maintain a community’s sense of identity,
through reducing depopulation. This objective can support a reduction in the magnitude of poverty and coastal exclusion
and may, in fact, contribute to a decrease in these factors as improved connectivity can improve opportunities for local
employment and social/recreational activities.

Objective SHIP 4: Support maintenance of, and improvements to, bulk freight transport, including increased timber export from the Clyde Marine Region.
Nature
SEA topics
Impact
of
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation is
Increase in bulk freight vessels, vessel movements and the expansion of ports and harbours associated with supporting
and fauna
required as
bulk freight transport can have a range of negative impacts within the Region. There may be an increased risk of
impacts are
disturbance, collision or strike risk to cetaceans, loss of habitat associated with expansion of ports and harbours to
Population and
identified as
accommodate transporting bulk freight, increased risk of introduction of invasive and non-native species, sediment
human health
neutral.
disturbance from increased vessel movement which can cause turbidity in the water and impact water quality; and in
Sediments, marine
specific areas there may be a detrimental impact on local air quality. Expansion of ports and harbours and increased
geology and coastal
vessel movements may also have an impact on material assets, landscapes/seascapes and cultural heritage depending
processes
on the siting and specific details of projects related to maintenance of and improvements to bulk freight transport.
Water
Although bulk freight transport does emit greenhouse gases, the impact overall may be positive if the bulk freight being
Air
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Objective SHIP 4: Support maintenance of, and improvements to, bulk freight transport, including increased timber export from the Clyde Marine Region.
Nature
SEA topics
Impact
of
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Climatic factors
transported would alternatively have gone by road.
While there is a wide range of potential negative impacts on these SEA Topics, the assessment assumes that many of
Material assets
these impacts are mitigated by policies within the General Policies and All sectors – general policy chapters of this Plan
Cultural heritage
which must be adhered to in advance of sectoral policies. This objective will also be applied in the context of the policies
Landscape/seascape
in the NMP, which require environmental issues to be taken into account during decision-making processes, so that
adverse effects can be avoided. As the impacts depend on the location, type and scale of construction or servicing works,
it is likely that licensing and consents will be required as part of the planning process. These processes may be supported
by underlying assessments, such as an EIA, which would mitigate any adverse impacts.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, ?
This objective is positive as it supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region. It does not set
out how the sustainable use of the Region’s resources is considered. The objective does not present any barriers to
marine enterprise opportunities.
The objective supports the maintenance of the sector and its assets, maintaining the potential to utilise them in the
future. It is not clear how the objective will impact on the safeguarding and/or creation of jobs.
Society
+, ?
There are mixed effects on society. This objective may have a negative effect on promoting access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation, negatively affecting access and quality of experience. It can also have a negative
effect on a community’s sense of place, including the protection of and access to marine-related heritage.
Increase in such activity in the area can also lead to positive impacts as it may contribute to regeneration of an area and
reduction in poverty through the creation of new jobs. Redirecting road traffic to being transported via sea can also
provide indirect effects which can benefit communities such as reduced road use and reduced infrastructure damage
from heavy loads.

Objective SHIP 5: Where capital or maintenance dredging is proposed, explore opportunities for associated environmental enhancement.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation
This Objective relates only to the use of dredged material, and not dredging activity. The impact of this policy is positive.
and fauna
is required as
Dredged material can be used to provide benefits to biodiversity, flora and fauna. For example, beach nourishment can
impacts are
maintain the integrity of ecosystems and the flora and fauna that inhabit them. Dredged material can also be used to maintain
Population and
identified as
coastal processes and to mitigate the likelihood or impact of coastal flooding, which will in turn also provide species and
human health
neutral.
habitat benefits by protecting or maintaining these ecosystems from climate change impacts. This objective considers these
Sediments, marine
options through the Best Practicable Environmental Option exercise of the current consenting process, as detailed in the
geology and coastal
policy.
processes
Protecting these features will result in benefits to population and human health, ensuring the continued enjoyment and
Water
benefits derived from the marine and coastal environment
Air
0
No impact is identified.
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Objective SHIP 5: Where capital or maintenance dredging is proposed, explore opportunities for associated environmental enhancement.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Climatic factors
0
No impact is identified.
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
0
There may be an insignificant impact on landscapes/seascapes where dredged material is used for environmental
enhancement.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, 0
The objective is positive as it supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region and the sustainable
use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors. This objective has no impact on removing or
avoiding barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities, on marine assets or on jobs in the region.
Society
+, 0
There may be some positive impacts resulting from the beneficial use of dredged material for environmental enhancement
which can improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment and contribute to
communities’ sense of place through protection of marine-related heritage. The objective has no impact on the other SA
objectives related to society.

Policy SHIP 1: Applications for development(s) and/or activities encouraging growth of the cruise market for boats of around 150 m will be supported generally where appropriate, and in
particular at Dunoon, Rothesay, Helensburgh, Inveraray, Troon, Brodick, Holy Loch, Irvine and Greenock, where they can actively demonstrate strong links to supporting sustainable tourism,
including wildlife tourism, in the local area.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
No mitigation is There is potential for negative impacts on these SEA Topics, such as: increased disturbance for biodiversity; loss of habitat
and fauna
required as
associated with the expansion of ports and harbours; risk of introduction of invasive and non-native species; increased
impacts are
sediment disturbance from increased vessel movement; and increased greenhouse gas emissions. Increased vessel
Population and
identified as
movement in specific areas may have a detrimental impact on local air quality. Expansion of ports and harbours and
human health
neutral.
increased vessel movements may also have a negative impact on material assets and cultural heritage.
Sediments, marine
Many of these impacts are mitigated by policies within the NMP and the General Policies chapter of this Plan which must be
geology and coastal
adhered to in advance of sectoral policies. Growth of the industry would also likely result in an increase in greenhouse gas
processes
emissions. Ports and operators would need to consider what could be done to mitigate such increases.
Water
Development which encourages the growth of the cruise market for boats of around 150m would be subject to existing
Air
consenting processes supported by environmental assessments where applicable (e.g. EIA, HRA) to identify the potential for
Climatic factors
these adverse effects and where appropriate, to mitigate them. Any future marine developments would be in accordance
Material assets
with these requirements.
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+, ?
P/L
The policy is positive for the growth of the cruise market for boats of around 150 m. Growth of the industry in the locations
noted can bring benefits, such as increased employment opportunities, and there is potential for improved facilities and
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Policy SHIP 1: Applications for development(s) and/or activities encouraging growth of the cruise market for boats of around 150 m will be supported generally where appropriate, and in
particular at Dunoon, Rothesay, Helensburgh, Inveraray, Troon, Brodick, Holy Loch, Irvine and Greenock, where they can actively demonstrate strong links to supporting sustainable tourism,
including wildlife tourism, in the local area.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
infrastructure which could become multiple use. In this way the policy can remove barriers to new marine enterprise
opportunities (e.g. around links to sustainable tourism including wildlife tourism) and safeguard and/or create jobs as part of
the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors. There could also be potential for the
growth of this cruise market to exclude or restrict other activities in some areas, and the policy does not necessarily support
the development of a sustainable marine economy for other sectors.
Society
+
P/L
The policy is positive as it contributes to the accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities. It also
promotes access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and recreation. The policy can support a reduction in the
magnitude of poverty and social exclusion and furthermore can contribute to economic regeneration and the wellbeing of
communities in some areas through the creation of employment opportunities. The policy also contributes to improving the
experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of experience.

Policy SHIP 2: Development in support of the oil and renewables industries, such as decommissioning of oil rigs or construction, servicing and decommissioning of renewables, will be
supported at Campbeltown, Greenock, Hunterston, Troon, Ayr and Loch Striven; in particular where the proposed development can demonstrate a positive impact on regeneration of local
areas.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
?
Existing consenting
Depending on the nature of work (e.g. project size, type of structures) undertaken, location of construction,
and fauna
processes for coastal and
servicing or decommissioning and any associated capital or maintenance dredging required, there is potential for
marine developments are negative impacts on habitats and species that could include disturbance, injury or death through collision with
Population and
in place and these are
vessels or marine structures and risk of introduction of non-native species. There may also be an increased risk of
human health
likely to be supported by
noise disturbance. This type of activity could lead to siltation and smothering benthic habitats and species. Any
Sediments, marine
underlying assessments
subtidal construction or works could lead to alteration or destruction of some habitats, impacting the species that
geology and coastal
(e.g. EIA, flood-risk).
live there and overall impacting the integrity of ecosystems.
processes
These consenting
This policy may have a negative impact on human health due to increased levels of noise, visual disturbance and
Water
processes are currently
other negative impacts. Excessive noise can impact on the quality of life, health, use and enjoyment of areas. Any
Air
the primary mechanisms
detrimental impacts on the marine environment can also have a negative impact on the health and wellbeing of
Climatic factors
for the identification,
coastal communities who may derive physical and mental health benefits from spending time at the sea.
Material assets
assessment and, where
Increased movement of vessels associated with construction, servicing and decommissioning may lead to
Cultural heritage
necessary, avoidance
increased disturbance of sediments affecting their natural processes and their ability to deliver certain services and
Landscape/seascape
and/or mitigation of any
benefits.
negative impacts
Increased movement of vessels carrying marine structures increases disturbance of sediments and turbidity in the
identified in this
water column, negatively impacting water quality.
assessment. The CRMP is
There may be localised negative impacts on air quality as a result of increased vessel movements. The specific
not expected to change
impacts of this will depend on the location and amount of movement of marine structures such as oil rigs.
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Policy SHIP 2: Development in support of the oil and renewables industries, such as decommissioning of oil rigs or construction, servicing and decommissioning of renewables, will be
supported at Campbeltown, Greenock, Hunterston, Troon, Ayr and Loch Striven; in particular where the proposed development can demonstrate a positive impact on regeneration of local
areas.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
these assessments but is
Development of this kind of activity is likely to have a negative impact on climatic factors as it can result in the
instead aimed at
increase of greenhouse emissions through increased vessel movement and any associated machinery required for
providing guidance and
construction, servicing and decommissioning. In the long term, contributing to the construction of structures
support to developers
related to marine renewables can contribute to climate change mitigation efforts. No impact is identified on
and users by considering
adaptation activities.
any potential negative
This policy could result in negative impacts to material assets if ports and harbours need to be expanded/adjusted
impacts. Where an
to accommodate construction, servicing and decommissioning of marine structures, e.g. natural flood prevention
impact is uncertain, it is
processes.
expected further
There may be a negative impact on cultural heritage if ports and harbours need to be expanded/adjusted to
determination of this
accommodate construction, servicing and decommissioning of marine structures, or if the surrounding marine and
could be made by
coastal area undergoes an alteration, e.g. dredging or pile driving.
considering the specific
This policy could result in negative impacts on landscapes/seascapes as a result of the visual impact of increased
details of any proposals.
vessel movement and movement of large marine structures and the potential storage of these structures in the
The CMPP will consider
Region. This impact is dependent on the location, type and size of any works and so the impact is uncertain.
all marine licence
While there is a wide range of potential negative impacts on these SEA Topics, the assessment assumes that many
applications in the Region of these impacts are mitigated by policies within the General Policies and All sectors – general policy chapters of
against policies in this
this Plan which must be adhered to in advance of sectoral policies. This policy will also be applied in the context of
Plan and provide input to
the policies in the NMP, which require environmental issues to be taken into account during decision-making
Marine Scotland to aid
processes, so that adverse effects can be mitigated/ minimised. It is likely that licensing and consents will be
any licensing decisions.
required as part of the planning process and these processes may be supported by underlying assessments, such as
Users of this Plan must
an EIA, which could mitigate any adverse impacts. The overall impacts are unclear as they depend on the location,
also adhere to the
type and scale of construction, servicing and decommissioning works.
policies of the NMP, as
well as all the policies of
Section one and All
sectors – general policy of
the CRMP.
SA topics
Marine economy
+
This policy is positive as it supports the development of the marine economy in the Region for this sector and any
supporting sectors. It does not present barriers to marine enterprise for these businesses and can safeguard
and/or create jobs as part of the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors. The
policy is not clear how it will support other sectors outside of these (and therefore it is not clear that it will remove
barriers to these enterprises or safeguard and/or create jobs). The objective does not present any barriers to
marine enterprise opportunities. In addition, the policy does not set out how the sustainable use of the Region’s
resources are considered to support the long-term viability of marine sectors; however, mitigation measures
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Policy SHIP 2: Development in support of the oil and renewables industries, such as decommissioning of oil rigs or construction, servicing and decommissioning of renewables, will be
supported at Campbeltown, Greenock, Hunterston, Troon, Ayr and Loch Striven; in particular where the proposed development can demonstrate a positive impact on regeneration of local
areas.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
explained above outline that this objective would work in context of the policies set out in section 1 and within the
NMP, which support sustainable development.
Society
+, There are mixed effects on society. This objective may have a negative effect on promoting access to coastal and
marine resources for tourism and recreation, negatively affecting access and quality of experience. It can also have
a negative effect on a community’s sense of place, including the protection of and access to marine-related
heritage.
Increase in such activity in the area can also lead to positive impacts as it may contribute to regeneration of an
area and support a reduction in poverty through the creation of new jobs. All of the locations noted in the policy
are nearby communities that fall into the most deprived 20% (2016) and so the economic activity created could
have a positive impact, in terms of regenerating local areas.

Policy SHIP 3: The following initiatives will be supported in principle, in particular where they demonstrate a move to delivering more sustainable transport and where they are in line with
Local Development Plans:
•
Ferry or related infrastructure initiatives that improve connectivity between the Kintyre peninsula and islands with the rest of the Clyde Marine Region, and/or
•
Ferry or related infrastructure initiatives that improve connectivity between the Kintyre peninsula and Northern Ireland.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
Could be
Many of these impacts are mitigated by
Increase in vessels, vessel movements and the expansion of ports and harbours associated
and fauna
T/S if they existing regulations and legislation. In addition, with this can have a range of negative impacts within the Region. There may be an increased
are
policies within the NMP, section 1 and All
risk of disturbance; collision or strike risk to cetaceans; loss of habitat associated with the
Population and
related to
sectors – general policy of this Plan must be
expansion of ports and harbours; increased risk of introduction of invasive and non-native
human health
developm adhered to in advance of sectoral policies and.
species; increased sediment disturbance from increased vessel movement which can cause
Sediments, marine
ents and
Developments are subject to existing
turbidity in the water and impact water quality; increased greenhouse gas emissions
geology and coastal
expansion consenting processes which are supported by
(however, if increased marine connectivity reduces road traffic this can have a positive effect
processes
s or P/L if
environmental assessments where applicable
in terms of mitigation); and in specific areas there may be a detrimental impact on local air
Water
related to
(e.g. EIA, HRA). These existing processes can
quality. Expansion of ports and harbours and increased vessel movements may also have a
Air
the
identify the potential for adverse effects and,
negative impact on material assets, landscapes/seascapes and cultural heritage depending on
Climatic factors
movemen where appropriate, mitigate them. It is
the siting and specific details of projects related to improved marine connectivity.
Material assets
t of
expected that any future marine developments This policy may have a negative impact on human health due to increased levels of noise,
Cultural heritage
vessels.
would be in accordance with these
visual disturbance and any negative impacts. Excessive noise can impact on the quality of life,
Landscape/seascape
requirements.
health, use and enjoyment of areas. Any detrimental impacts on the marine environment can
Air quality is monitored by SEPA and through
also have a negative impact on the health and wellbeing of coastal communities who may
mechanisms such as the Scottish Air Quality
derive physical and mental health benefits from spending time at the sea.
Database Annual Report. Ferry operators must
However, the policy stipulates moving towards ‘more sustainable transport’, which requires
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Policy SHIP 3: The following initiatives will be supported in principle, in particular where they demonstrate a move to delivering more sustainable transport and where they are in line with
Local Development Plans:
•
Ferry or related infrastructure initiatives that improve connectivity between the Kintyre peninsula and islands with the rest of the Clyde Marine Region, and/or
•
Ferry or related infrastructure initiatives that improve connectivity between the Kintyre peninsula and Northern Ireland.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
identify measures to avoid any detrimental
developments and activities to be carried out at a level which does not exhaust natural
impact to air quality. Operators must also
resources or cause severe ecological damage. One area in particular where sustainability of
ensure that suitable mitigation measures to
transport could be supported especially is around reducing greenhouse gas emissions of
abate air quality degradation are identified and vessels. If increased marine connectivity reduces road traffic this can also have a positive
implemented.
effect in terms of mitigation. This policy sits under Objective SHIP 3, and so the impact is
The CMPP will consider all marine licence
neutral as the objective requires sustainable development of a sustainable transport network.
applications in the Region against policies in
this Plan and provide input to Marine Scotland
to aid any licensing decisions.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, ?
This policy is positive as it supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the
Region. It does not set out how the sustainable use of the Region’s resources are considered;
however, it does indicate that moving towards more sustainable transport will be supported,
indicating that environmental impacts will be considered as part of this policy. This can also
have a positive implication for the protection of marine assets and the potential to utilise
them in the future. Delivering more sustainable transport, particularly around the initiatives
noted, could safeguard and/or create jobs as part of the development of a sustainable marine
economy across new or existing sectors, and that support/provide benefits to coastal
communities within the CMR. The policy does not present any barriers to marine enterprise
opportunities within this sector, but could require the multiple use of facilities/infrastructure
between different sectors/users, when taken in combination with Policy SEC 1.
Society
+
The policy has a clear positive impact on improving the accessibility and connectivity of
coastal and island communities. It can also promote access to coastal and marine resources
for tourism and recreation and improve the experience of recreational users of the marine
and coastal environment, in terms of both access and quality of experience. The policy can
also contribute to a community’s sense of place. Improving connectivity can mean people are
less likely to move away to find work if commuting is easier and can help maintain a
community’s sense of identity. This policy can support a reduction in the magnitude of
poverty and social exclusion as improved connectivity can improve opportunities for
employment and social/recreational activities.

Policy SHIP 4: Licence applications to support the maintenance, improvement and/or expansion of the timber network from Argyll and the islands of the Clyde Marine Region will be
supported.
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SEA topics

Impact

Biodiversity, flora
and fauna

0

Population and
human health
Sediments, marine
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors

Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy

0

Society

Nature of
impact

Mitigation

Explanatory text

No mitigation is
required as
impacts are
identified as
neutral.

0

There may be some negative impacts associated with the maintenance, improvement and expansion of the timber
network. This is dependent on the type and location of any work required to be carried out on the network, but could
include: loss and/or damage to coastal and marine habitats, noise from any work and disturbance and displacement of
marine species. Where facilities and infrastructure are already in place to support the network, any negative impacts are
likely to be less impactful than constructing new facilities and infrastructure. The assessment assumes that mitigation
against negative impacts will be taken into account as part of the licensing and consenting process, policies within the
General Policies and All sectors – general policy chapters of this Plan and the policies of the NMP.
No impact is identified.

0

No impact is identified.

+, 0

P/L

The maintenance and improvement of the timber network can contribute to climate change mitigation activities in the
Region, as increased marine connectivity reduces road traffic which can reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
No impact is identified to adaptation activity.
No impact is identified.

+, 0

P/L

+, -, 0

P/L

The policy is positive for businesses involved in the timber transport network (directly and in a supporting capacity) as the
policy seeks to support the continuation of this trade through maintenance and improvement. This may also remove
barriers and safeguard and/or create jobs within this area. The policy does not support the development of other sectors.
No impact is identified on ensuring the sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of
marine sectors; however, the climate change mitigation effects of this policy contribute to overall efforts to reduce the
impact of climate change.
The policy is positive as it is focussed on the more rural and isolated parts of the Clyde Marine Region (Argyll and the
islands) and can support a reduction in poverty through employment opportunities in these areas.
This policy may have a negative impact on the access to coastal and marine resources from tourism and recreation and on
maintaining or improving the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment as a result of cargo
vessel movement and displacement around coastal areas used for timber network harbours.
Redirecting road traffic to be transported via sea can also provide indirect effects which can benefit communities through
reduced road use and reduced infrastructure damage from heavy loads.
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Policy SHIP 5: Licence applications for capital and maintenance dredging activities will be supported where they can demonstrate that consideration has been given to practicable and costeffective environmental enhancement measures, such as beneficial use of dredged material or dredging methods that retain sediment in the natural system, and how these enhancements
will be delivered where this is practicable. Consideration of the Best Practicable Environmental Option should incorporate natural capital considerations, including within cost-benefit
analysis.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+
P/L
No mitigation
The impacts of the policy are positive, the positive impact of utilising dredged material are noted above in Objective SHIP 5.
and fauna
is required as
Furthermore, the policy focuses on delivering environmental enhancement where practical. This can help improve biodiversity
impacts are
and improve or support coastal processes such as flood protection.
Population and
identified as
human health
positive or
Sediments, marine
neutral.
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
0
No impact is identified.
Climatic factors
Material assets
0
No impact is identified.
Cultural heritage
0
No impact is identified.
Landscape/seascape
0
There may be a limited impact on landscapes/seascapes where dredged material is used for environmental enhancement.
SA topics
Marine economy
+, -, 0
P/L
The policy is positive as it supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region and the sustainable use of
S/T
the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors. Although there may be short-term costs for
operators to utilise environmental enhancement measures, consideration of the Best Practicable Environmental Option
includes a cost-benefit analysis that shows environmental enhancement measures may mitigate some of these costs. In
addition, utilising environmental enhancement measures will likely provide long-term benefits to marine industries.
No impact is identified on removing or avoiding barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities, or safeguarding and/or
creating jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing sectors.
Society
+, 0
P/L
This policy is positive, for society as the resulting effects of environmental enhancement can improve the experiences of
recreational users of the marine and coastal environment and contribute to communities’ sense of place through the
protection of marine-related heritage.
The policy has no impact on the other SA objectives related to society.

Policy SHIP 6: Licence applications for infrastructure upgrade(s) related to the powering of vessels, such as shoreside power facilities, will be supported where the infrastructure can clearly
demonstrate a long-term contribution to the reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from the Clyde Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
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Policy SHIP 6: Licence applications for infrastructure upgrade(s) related to the powering of vessels, such as shoreside power facilities, will be supported where the infrastructure can clearly
demonstrate a long-term contribution to the reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from the Clyde Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
+, ?
Indirect
Many of these impacts are mitigated
This policy can result in a positive impact for these SEA topics by contributing to climate change
and fauna
by existing regulations and
mitigation activities and improving resilience, which in turn can reduce the impacts of climate change
legislation. In addition, policies within on these SEA Topics.
Population and
the NMP and the General Policies
There is little likelihood of causing significant negative impacts where power infrastructure upgrades
human health
and All sectors – general policy
applies to existing infrastructure that only requires maintenance or upgrading. Where it applies to the
Sediments, marine
chapters of this Plan which must be
construction or development of new facilities, there could be a number of negative impacts. This would
geology and coastal
adhered to in advance of sectoral
be dependent on the infrastructure upgrade but negative impacts could include: noise disturbance
processes
policies and policies within the
from piling or other construction work; displacement or disturbance of marine and coastal species;
Water
General – Sectors section. Capital
damage or loss of habitat; and disturbance of marine sediments leading to siltation of the water
Air
and maintenance dredging are
column. The nature of the impact is uncertain as it is dependent on the type and nature of
subject to existing consenting
infrastructure upgrades.
processes which are supported by
Climatic factors
+
P/L
The policy is positive for climate change mitigation and can contribute to the Region’s mitigation
environmental assessments, where
activities.
applicable (e.g. EIA, HRA). These
No impact is identified from this policy on adaptation, however all policies need to adhere with Policy
processes can identify the potential
CC1, which requires adaptation activities to be considered.
for these adverse effects and where
Material assets
0
The policy is quite broad in nature, and infrastructure upgrades within the shipping, ports harbour and
appropriate, mitigate them. It is
ferries could incorporate a number of activities. Where this policy applies to existing infrastructure that
Cultural heritage
expected that any future marine
only requires maintenance or upgrading, there is little likelihood of causing significant negative
Landscape/seascape
developments would be in
impacts. Where it applies to construction or development of new facilities, there could be a number of
accordance with these requirements. negative impacts. This would be dependent on the infrastructure upgrade but negative impacts could
The CMPP will consider all marine
include: disturbance to unknown cultural heritage or detrimental impacts on the landscape./seascape
licence applications in the Region
from the construction of new infrastructure.
against policies in this Plan and
provide input to Marine Scotland to
aid any licensing decisions.
SA topics
Marine economy
+
P/L
This policy supports the development of a sustainable marine economy within the region.
Improvement to infrastructure can have a positive impact on marine related enterprises within the
Region, providing more efficient or modern infrastructure leading to operational efficiencies.
Improvements can also remove barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities and safeguard and/or
create jobs that support the development of a sustainable marine economy across new or existing
sectors. Objective SEC 2: Encourage the safe multiple use of infrastructure and the marine spatial area
between sectors will take into account and so will support the development of a marine economy
across all sectors.
Society
+
P/L
The impact of this policy depends on the type and location of infrastructure upgrade, but in general
could support all the SA objectives for this topic. Infrastructure upgrades could maintain or improve the
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Policy SHIP 6: Licence applications for infrastructure upgrade(s) related to the powering of vessels, such as shoreside power facilities, will be supported where the infrastructure can clearly
demonstrate a long-term contribution to the reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from the Clyde Marine Region.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
accessibility and connectivity of coastal and island communities, promote access to coastal and marine
resources for tourism and recreation as well as maintain or improve the experiences of recreational
users of the marine environment and contribute to communities’ sense of place. Improving the
contribution to climate change mitigation activity is positive for society.

Defence
Objective DEF 1: Support operations of Her Majesty’s Naval Base Clyde as the UK Single Submarine Operating Base, with due consideration of other marine users and the marine
environment.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora and fauna
0
Mitigation:
No impact is identified from this objective on these SEA topics as the objective stipulates consideration of the marine
No mitigation is environment, including the requirements of existing legislation in place for the protection of habitats, species, water
required as
and air quality, cultural heritage and landscapes/seascapes. Any detrimental effect to the SEA topics will be covered
Population and human
impacts are
under these requirements.
health
identified as
There may be impacts on climatic factors, with regard to climate change mitigation and adaptation; however, as the
Sediments, marine geology
positive or
policies in the General Policies chapter of this Plan and in the NMP need to be adhered to in advance of this policy,
and coastal processes
neutral.
the impact on climatic factors will already be considered. Therefore, there should be no adverse impacts on these
Water
SEA Topics.
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+,?
?
This objective can support the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region, ensure the sustainable
use of the Region’s resources and protect the Region’s assets and the potential to utilise them in the future.
There is the potential for some negative impacts if other marine activities are excluded or restricted from areas
where the Military of Defence is operating (there may be no change from the current situation). As such, defence
activities may impose barriers to new marine enterprise activities, though this is unclear. Nonetheless, other
activities have coexisted alongside defence activities for a long time (e.g. agreements between the Military of
Defence and some marine sectors like the fishing sector).
Society
0
No effect is identified on the connectivity and accessibility of communities; access to marine resources; magnitude of
poverty, social exclusion or equality; or contribution to people’s sense of place. The Military of Defence activities in
Region maintain jobs which support some coastal communities. The assessment assumes these jobs would be
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Objective DEF 1: Support operations of Her Majesty’s Naval Base Clyde as the UK Single Submarine Operating Base, with due consideration of other marine users and the marine
environment.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
maintained regardless of this policy.

Policy DEF 1: Her Majesty’s Naval Base Clyde will integrate increased levels of Ministry of Defence marine activity in the Clyde Marine Region in line with this Clyde Regional Marine Plan,
ensuring wide engagement with other marine users.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora and fauna
0
P/L
No mitigation is
Integrating Ministry of Defence activity in line with the Plan is a positive ambition, and will promote
required as
compliance with the rest of this Plan, preventing a detrimental impact on the natural environment. This policy
impacts are
is not anticipated to bring any positive impacts to these topics, as environmental protection does not fall within
Population and human
identified as
the scope or range of work that the Ministry of Defence undertakes,
health
positive or
Sediments, marine geology
neutral.
and coastal processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
?
There is potential for some negative impacts if other marine activities are excluded or restricted from using
areas where the Military of Defence is operating (there may be no change from the current situation). As such,
defence activities may impose barriers to new marine enterprise activities. Nonetheless, other activities have
coexisted alongside defence activities for a long time (e.g. agreements between the Military of Defence and
some marine sectors like the fishing sector).
Society
0
No effect is identified on the connectivity and accessibility of communities; access to marine resources;
magnitude of poverty, social exclusion or equality; or contribution to people’s sense of place. The Military of
Defence activities maintain jobs in the Region which support some coastal communities. The assessment
assumes these jobs would be maintained regardless of this policy.

Energy
Objective ENCA 1: The Clyde Marine Region enables the reduction in reliance on fossil fuels and the increased use of marine wind, wave and tidal renewable energy sources in line with
national Sectoral Marine Plans.
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SEA topics

Impact

Biodiversity, flora
and fauna

+

Nature of
impact
P/L

Population and
human health
Sediments, marine
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy

-, +

S/T, negative
impacts could
also be P/T
where
displacement/e
xclusion of
some activities
occurs.
P/T

Society

-, 0, +

S/T, negative
impacts could
also be P/T
where
displacement/e
xclusion of
some activities
occurs.
P/T

20

Mitigation

Explanatory text

No
mitigation is
required as
impacts are
identified as
positive or
neutral.

The objective will have a positive impact, as reducing reliance on fossil fuels can enable and improve climate change
mitigation activities. This will increase the Region’s contribution to national greenhouse gas emissions targets and can
reduce the impact of climate change in the Region. Climate change impacts are cross-cutting and varied across the
range of SEA Topics, therefore any effort to reduce the impact of climate change can have a positive impact across all
the SEA Topics.
However, an increased use of renewable energy can have a significant negative impact on habitats and species and can
result in loss of and/or damage to the seabed and its habitats through anchoring structures; create collision risk with
seabirds and cetaceans; and can create changes in sediment transport through changes in energy levels in the water.
Construction of marine wind, wave and tidal renewable energy sources are subject to consent and licensing processes
which would include public consultation and assessments as appropriate – such as an EIA and/or HRA and
consideration of cultural heritage and landscapes/seascapes. These processes will mitigate any adverse impacts to
these SEA Topics. In addition, this objective is proposed in the context of NMP and the policies within the General
Policies chapter of this Plan, further ensuring there is no detrimental impact to these topics.

Enabling a reduction in the reliance on fossil fuels can have a short-term negative impact where placement of marine
wind, wave and tidal renewable energy structures may exclude, displace or reduce capacity for some marine
enterprises to operate in some areas. This can result in job losses and present barriers to new or existing marine
enterprises. This impact can be minimised through the consideration of Objective SEC 2 and Policy SEC 1 which
promotes the multiple use of infrastructure and the marine spatial area.
In the long term, reducing reliance on fossil fuels and increasing the means of producing renewable energy can support
the development of a sustainable marine economy, in the CMR, across a range of sectors and business sizes. This
objective can also reduce marine businesses’ vulnerability to climate change impacts. The objective also ensures the
sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors and can protect marine
assets in the Region, maintaining the potential to utilise them in the future. Growth of the renewable energy sector
within the Region can remove barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities and can create jobs to support the
renewable energy generation sector.
There is potential for this objective to have a negative impact on the experiences of recreational users where activities
may be limited or displaced. No impact on the other SA objectives is identified; however, there will be societal benefits
from climate change mitigation and any potential jobs generated through an increase in activity of this sector within
the Region. Where there can be community involvement in wind farm developments, this can have positive impacts on
20
coastal communities/society, and greater benefits can be expected if they are community owned developments.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0264837709000039
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Objective ENCA 2: The laying, replacement and maintenance of important subsea cables and pipelines is undertaken with due consideration of all marine users.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
?
Existing consenting processes for coastal and
Laying, replacing and maintaining important subsea cables and pipelines has the potential
and fauna
marine developments are in place and these are
to have a range of negative impacts on these SEA topics including: loss of and/or damage
likely to be supported by underlying assessments
to coastal and benthic habitats and species; electromagnetic field effects on species
Population and
(e.g. EIA, flood-risk). These consenting processes
sensitive to this; benthic smothering from sediments generated during installation; a
human health
are currently the primary mechanisms for the
reduction in water quality from increased turbidity; and a reduction in ecological status
Sediments, marine
identification, assessment and, where necessary,
through loss of and/or damage to benthic habitats and species through the processes
geology and coastal
avoidance and/or mitigation of any negative
noted above.
processes
impacts identified in this assessment. The CRMP is
These activities can also impact on cultural heritage resulting in the loss and/or damage
Water
not expected to change these assessments but is
to coastal and/or underwater historic environment features or archaeology.
Air
instead aimed at providing guidance and support
Depending on the type and location of activity, cable and/or pipeline laying, replacement
to developers and users by considering any
and/or maintenance, there may be a reduction in landscape quality through landfall. A
potential negative impacts. Where an impact is
potential negative impact on marine geology and coastal processes could also occur as a
uncertain, it is expected further determination of
result of these activities.
this could be made by considering the specific
While there is a wide range of potential negative impacts on these SEA Topics, the
details of any proposals.
assessment assumes that many of these impacts are mitigated by policies within the
The CMPP will consider all marine licence
General Policies and All sectors – general policy chapters of this Plan which must be
applications in the Region against policies in this
adhered to in advance of sectoral policies. This objective will also be applied in the
Plan and provide input to Marine Scotland to aid
context of the policies in the NMP, which require environmental issues to be taken into
any licensing decisions.
account during decision-making processes, so adverse effects can be mitigated/
Users of this Plan must also adhere to the policies
minimised. It is likely that licensing and consents will be required as part of the planning
of the NMP, as well as all the policies of Section
process and these processes may be supported by underlying assessments, such as an
one and All sectors – general policy of the CRMP.
EIA, which could mitigate any adverse impacts. The overall impacts are unclear as they
are dependent on the location, type and scale of construction, servicing and
decommissioning works.
Climatic factors
0
No impact identified.
Material assets
?
As above for biodiversity, flora and fauna, etc.
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+, The objective is positive as it encourages operators undertaking laying, replacement and
maintenance to have wider consideration of other users of the marine environment and
the potential implications of their activities. This can contribute to conflict resolution and
reduce any potential detrimental impacts on other industries that are affected by cable
and pipeline laying, replacement and maintenance. This objective may increase operating
costs for the industry, which could increase barriers to new marine enterprise
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Objective ENCA 2: The laying, replacement and maintenance of important subsea cables and pipelines is undertaken with due consideration of all marine users.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
opportunities and have an impact on safeguarding and/or creating jobs. However, the
benefits derived to other industries/sectors could reduce such barriers and safeguard
and/or create jobs.
Society
+, 0
The objective can maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the
marine and coastal environment, both in terms of access and quality of experience.
Laying, replacing and maintaining cables and pipelines can maintain or improve the
connectivity of coastal and island communities.
No impact is identified on the other objectives for this SA Topic.

Policy ENCA 1: Development and activities relating to offshore wind and marine renewable energy development will be supported where:
•
proposals for commercial scale developments are sited in Plan Option areas identified through the Sectoral Marine Plan process (see MAP 1),
•
due regard has been paid to relevant factors in Regional Locational Guidance,
•
connections to shore and National Grid infrastructure have been considered in line with the relevant Local Development Plan(s),
•
detailed restoration and maintenance proposals are included.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
Construction of marine wind, wave and tidal renewable
The potential negative impacts on these SEA topics are varied and can
and fauna
energy sources are subject to consent and licensing
include; loss of and/or damage to the seabed and its habitats through
processes which include public consultation and
anchoring structure; create collision risk with seabirds and cetaceans;
Population and
assessments as appropriate (e.g. EIA and/or HRA and
changes in sediment transport through changes in energy levels in the
human health
consideration of cultural heritage and
water; and damage to unknown cultural heritage.
Sediments, marine
landscapes/seascapes). These consenting processes will
Construction of marine wind, wave and tidal renewable energy sources are
geology and coastal
mitigate any adverse impacts to these SEA Topics. In
subject to consent and licensing processes which would include public
processes
addition, this policy is proposed in the context of the NMP
consultation and assessments as appropriate – such as an EIA and/or HRA
Water
and the policies within Section 1 and All sectors – general
and consideration of cultural heritage and landscapes/seascapes. These
Air
policies of this Plan, further ensuring that adverse effects are processes will mitigate any adverse impacts to these SEA Topics. In addition,
Climatic factors
mitigated/ minimised.
this policy is proposed in the context of the NMP and the policies within the
Material assets
The CMPP will consider all marine licence applications in the
General Policies chapter of this Plan, further ensuring there is no
Cultural heritage
Region against policies in this Plan and provide input to
detrimental impact to these topics.
Landscape/seascape
Marine Scotland to aid any licensing decisions.
SA topics
Marine economy
-, +
S/T, negative
Enabling reduction in reliance on fossil fuels can have a short-term negative
impacts could
impact on some marine enterprises as a result of any operational costs
also be P/T
associated with the transition. Placement of marine wind, wave and tidal
where
renewable energy structures may also exclude, displace or reduce capacity
displacement/
for some marine enterprises to operate in some areas which can result in
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Policy ENCA 1: Development and activities relating to offshore wind and marine renewable energy development will be supported where:
•
proposals for commercial scale developments are sited in Plan Option areas identified through the Sectoral Marine Plan process (see MAP 1),
•
due regard has been paid to relevant factors in Regional Locational Guidance,
•
connections to shore and National Grid infrastructure have been considered in line with the relevant Local Development Plan(s),
•
detailed restoration and maintenance proposals are included.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
exclusion of
job losses. However, the likelihood of this impact is mitigated as the policy
some
states that developments and activities will be supported where Regional
activities
Locational Guidance and potential for co-existence has been taken into
occurs.
account.
P/T
In the long term, reducing reliance on fossil fuels and increasing the means
of producing renewable energy can support the development of a
sustainable marine economy, in the CMR, across a range of sectors and
businesses sizes. This policy can reduce marine businesses’ vulnerability to
climate change impacts. The policy also ensures the sustainable use of the
Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors and
can protect marine assets in the Region, maintaining the potential to utilise
them in the future.
This policy can remove barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities and
can create jobs to support the renewable energy generation sector.
Society
-,0, +
S/T, negative
There is potential for this policy to have a negative impact on the
impacts could
experiences of recreational users where activities may be limited or
also be P/T
displaced. No impacts on the other SA objectives are identified; however,
where
there will be societal benefits from climate change mitigation and any
displacement/
potential jobs generated through an increase in activity of this sector in the
exclusion of
Region.
some
activities
occurs.
P/T

Policy ENCA 2: The decommissioning of oil and gas infrastructure will be supported in line with Policy SHIP 2. Proposals for oil and gas exploration and production are not anticipated in the
Clyde Marine Region; however, any proposal will only be supported where in line with statutory marine and terrestrial planning policy, environmental regulations and industry best practice.
SEA topics
Impact
Nature of impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
Biodiversity, flora and fauna
As for Policy SHIP 2.
Population and human health
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Policy ENCA 2: The decommissioning of oil and gas infrastructure will be supported in line with Policy SHIP 2. Proposals for oil and gas exploration and production are not anticipated in the
Clyde Marine Region; however, any proposal will only be supported where in line with statutory marine and terrestrial planning policy, environmental regulations and industry best practice.
SEA topics
Impact
Nature of impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
Sediments, marine geology and coastal processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
As for Policy SHIP 2.
Society

Policy ENCA 3: The laying, replacement and maintenance of communication and power cables and any oil and gas pipelines is supported where:
•
proposed land fall is in line with the relevant Local Development Plan(s),
•
existing routes and landing points are used where practicable,
•
a Fishing Mitigation Action Plan considering all legitimate sea users, is completed.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
Mitigation:
The assessment assumes that any negative impacts on these SEA topics will be mitigated through the licensing and
and fauna
No mitigation is required
consent process for cable and pipeline laying, replacement and maintenance and policies within the NMP and
as impacts are identified
within the General Policies chapter of this Plan. Consideration of using existing routes and landing points can also
Population and
as positive or neutral.
mitigate any negative impacts to material assets.
human health
Sediments, marine
geology and coastal
processes
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
+, The policy is positive as it encourages operators undertaking laying, replacement and maintenance to have wider
consideration for other users of the marine environment and the potential implications of their activities. This can
contribute to conflict resolution and reduce any potential detrimental impacts on other industries that are affected
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Policy ENCA 3: The laying, replacement and maintenance of communication and power cables and any oil and gas pipelines is supported where:
•
proposed land fall is in line with the relevant Local Development Plan(s),
•
existing routes and landing points are used where practicable,
•
a Fishing Mitigation Action Plan considering all legitimate sea users, is completed.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
by cable and pipeline laying, replacement and maintenance. This policy may increase operating costs for the
industry, which could increase barriers to new marine enterprise opportunities and have an impact on
safeguarding and/or creating jobs. However, the benefits derived to other industries/sectors could reduce such
barriers and safeguard and/or create jobs.
Society
+, 0
The policy can maintain or improve the experiences of recreational users of the marine and coastal environment,
both in terms of access and quality of experience. Laying, replacing and maintaining cables and pipelines can
maintain or improve the connectivity of coastal and island communities.

Marine Aggregates
Objective AGG 1: Safeguard marine aggregate resources in the Clyde Marine Region and ensure any future exploitation is in line with regulations, in particular regarding potential
environmental impact.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
Consideration of licensing and
Extraction of marine aggregate resources has the potential to have many negative impacts on the
and fauna
consent processes, the NMP policies
marine and coastal environment. The objective stipulates that any extraction must have particular
and policies within the General
regard to the potential environmental impacts and must also be in line with regulations. In addition to
Population and
Policies chapter of this Plan will help
this, any users undertaking exploitation of marine aggregates must follow existing licensing and
human health
mitigate the any negative impacts of
consent processes, take into account the NMP and the policies within the Generation Section of this
Sediments, marine
this policy.
Plan, ensuring that adverse impacts on these SEA topics are taken into consideration.
geology and coastal
The CMPP will consider all marine
processes
licence applications in the Region
Water
against policies in this Plan and
Air
provide input to Marine Scotland to
Climatic factors
aid any licensing decisions.
Material assets
Cultural heritage
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
0, The objective supports the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region and ensures
the sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine sectors as it
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Objective AGG 1: Safeguard marine aggregate resources in the Clyde Marine Region and ensure any future exploitation is in line with regulations, in particular regarding potential
environmental impact.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
stipulates that those carrying out extraction should have particular regard to the potential
environmental impacts. There is potential for displacement/constraint on other industries, which could
create barriers to other industries and have a negative impact on safeguarding and/or creating jobs in
other areas.
The objective emphasises that operators must follow existing regulations. The objective does not
propose new measures which may impose additional costs on developers, which may increase barriers
to new marine enterprise opportunities.
Society
0
No impact is identified.

Policy AGG 1: Extraction of marine aggregates will only be supported where the licence application:
•
provides a description of the alternatives that have been considered such as alternative sources or materials, including dredged material,
•
can demonstrate that marine aggregate extraction is an essential part of the proposed project,
Where an Environmental Impact Assessment is required, it should include an assessment of the physical effects of the operation, including any implications for coastal sediment dynamics.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
Biodiversity, flora
0
Consideration of licensing and consent
There is potential for the extraction of marine aggregates to have a negative impact on these SEA
and fauna
processes, the NMP policies and
topics, such as displacement, damage or loss of marine species, damage or loss of marine habitats or
policies with the General Policies
alterations to coastal processes affected by sediment removal.
Population and
chapter of this Plan will help mitigate
The policy mitigates some of these impacts as it states it will only support proposals where the
human health
the any negative impacts of this policy.
licence application has considered alternatives to extraction of aggregates and that extraction is
Sediments, marine
The CMPP will consider all marine
essential. Furthermore, the policy requires anyone undertaking extraction, as part of an EIA, to assess
geology and coastal
licence applications in the Region
the physical effects of extraction, including implications for coastal sediment dynamics. With regard
processes
against policies in this Plan and provide to material assets, this policy ensures natural resources are used efficiently and sustainably, working
Water
input to Marine Scotland to aid any
in partnership with nature.
Air
licensing decisions.
Furthermore, this policy is written in context of the policies included within the NMP and in the
Climatic factors
General Policies chapter of this Plan (i.e. those related to environmental, cultural,
Material assets
landscape/seascape and water and air quality protections) and these mitigate any adverse impacts
Cultural heritage
on these SEA Topics.
Landscape/seascape
SA topics
Marine economy
?, +
The policy facilitates extraction of aggregates where necessary, enabling businesses to carry out their
operations. The conditions set out in the policy introduce some new operational and cost related
considerations to what is already in place. It is difficult to determine the extent of considerations as
they would need to be assessed on a case-by-case basis. This could have an impact on increasing
barriers to marine enterprise opportunities or on safeguarding and/or creating jobs. These measures
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Policy AGG 1: Extraction of marine aggregates will only be supported where the licence application:
•
provides a description of the alternatives that have been considered such as alternative sources or materials, including dredged material,
•
can demonstrate that marine aggregate extraction is an essential part of the proposed project,
Where an Environmental Impact Assessment is required, it should include an assessment of the physical effects of the operation, including any implications for coastal sediment dynamics.
Nature of
SEA topics
Impact
Mitigation
Explanatory text
impact
support the development of a sustainable marine economy in the Region across a range of sectors
and ensure sustainable use of the Region’s resources to support the long-term viability of marine
sectors (the policy protects the resources and the benefits the Region provides to other sectors).
This activity can exclude or displace other industries and prevent them from operating in certain
areas; however, this policy is not likely to increase extraction activities and therefore does not create
barriers to other marine enterprise opportunities or impact on the safeguarding and/or creation of
jobs.
Society
0
This activity could have an impact on access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and
recreation or adversely impact the experiences of recreational users of the marine environment;
however, the policy does not increase the likelihood of aggregate extraction taking place in the
Region and therefore does not change the current situation. No impact is identified on the other
objectives for this SA Topic.

Appendix 4 - Assessment of Reasonable Alternatives
Option 1 – No change/business as usual
Explanatory text:
This alternative considers the impact if the Clyde Regional Marine Plan is not put in place and regional/local decisions are based on the NMP and other current
legislation and regulations.
Assumptions:
Under this option the Clyde Regional Marine Plan would not be developed or adopted. Instead, the existing policy framework governing the Clyde Marine
Region would remain in place. This includes the NMP, other environmental legislation such as the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010) and the Water
Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 as well as Marine Protected Areas and consideration of Priority Marine Features. Consideration and
protections of designated species and habitats would apply. Existing decision-making bodies, such as Local Authorities, Marine Scotland, the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage and Crown Estate Scotland would continue to carry out their functions.
SEA topics
Objective
Assessment Implications
No.
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Biodiversity, flora and fauna

Population and human
health
Sediments, marine geology
and coastal processes

Water
Air
Climatic factors

Material assets
Cultural heritage

Landscape/Seascape
SA topics
Marine economy

Society

1
2
3
4

+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0
+/0

The existing policy framework provides protection, and where appropriate, enhancement of
protected species and habitats, the water environment, air quality and delivers climate change
mitigation and adaptation activity, protection of historic and cultural heritage and
seascape/landscape. The assessment indicates that this option would result in a positive impact,
provided by the existing policy framework which delivers habitat and species protection and
enhancement. A neutral impact is also noted as an outcome, as a RMP can deliver these benefits
more effectively for the region than the existing legislative framework alone. Regional marine
planning focusses on a much smaller area, working with local stakeholders and so can take
account of a smaller ecosystem scale, regional needs and issues. A RMP, and the process of
developing the Plan, can act as a driver, or catalyst for regional action on specific local issues and
can deliver policy to address issues and concerns through non-licensable activities, working with
all users across the region to promote policies that can address issues through policy which
addresses informal activities (i.e. those that are not determined through the licensing and
consents process). Regional Marine Planning also has an important role in communicating and
engaging with local stakeholders, and is better placed than National mechanisms, or high-level
National policy to embed and increase awareness of marine planning at the local scale.

The NMP provides a framework which seeks to manage activities and developments to ensure
the sustainable development of the marine economy. Both the sector specific policies and the
general policies of the NMP seek to ensure balance between the different marine
sectors/industries. In addition, policies promote co-existence between developments and
activities and mechanisms to reduce conflict. The NMP also considers and promotes the use and
development of the marine and coastal environment which provides social benefits, including:
improved quality of life and community regeneration through increased job opportunities,
benefits to health and wellbeing associated with the natural and historic environment and access
to marine and coastal areas for recreation. Therefore, a positive impact is indicated. However the
NMP may not necessarily deliver these objectives for the region (although the NMP should be
taken into account in decision making, policies are high level and not area specific) and so a
neutral impact is also noted. A Regional Marine Plan can deliver these benefits more effectively
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that the existing legislative framework alone. Regional marine planning focusses on a much
smaller area, working with local stakeholders and so can take account of the specific activities
taking place within the region, regional needs and issues. A RMP can also act as a driver, or
catalyst for regional action on specific local issues. Therefore, the assessment found that there
would either be a positive or a neutral impact. A neutral impact is noted for objective no. 23, as it
is regionally specific and the NMP would not necessarily address this directly.
Summary
The assessment indicates that this alternative would result in a positive or neutral impact on the SA-SEA topics. The existing planning and legislative
framework provides protection and where possible enhancement for the environment and a framework which seeks to manage activities and/or
developments to ensure the sustainable development of the marine economy. The existing legislative framework would not necessarily deliver as strong an
impact at a regional level as a Regional Marine Plan. The NMP puts forward a number of considerations for the development of regional policy. Without the
development of a RMP, there is no mechanism for implementing these and this may hinder delivery of or progress towards delivering regional considerations
within the NMP. As a result of not having a RMP, the gap between national and regional decision-making processes represented by the RMP would not be
filled. This could lead to less engagement of and coordination and discussion between regional stakeholders. The process of developing a RMP entails taking
into account regional stakeholders’ knowledge, views and experiences and regional policies would be developed on this local knowledge, which can help
identify and address local issues and importantly opportunities for positive impacts, particularly for society and the marine economy. Public engagement
opportunities in regional marine planning may also increase the public’s understanding of coastal and marine issues in the Region, and enables their
involvement and contribution to the planning process and input into the final RMP. It also facilitates their engagement increasing the likelihood of compliance
amongst informal users of the marine and coastal environment. Although the NMP does not prevent considerations of regional and local issues, the process of
regional marine planning allows for them to be fully incorporated and considered through the development of regionally relevant policies.
The RMP, can tackle issues and problems through policy via a number of mechanisms – both policy that aids and contributes to decision making and policy
which can help guide informal users of the marine and coastal environment and so can promote awareness of existing requirements and current processes
amongst regional stakeholders and help to embed policies amongst user groups through communications and engagement. Marine planning is required to
work with terrestrial planning authorities, and where possible align policies. Regional Marine Planning involves all relevant local Planning Authorities in the
development of RMP’s, ensuring better linkage between terrestrial and marine planning and decision making at the regional level. The RMP could therefore
lead to a more informed site selection process and reduced planning risk and uncertainty. This benefit is supplemented by the fact that a RMP allows
consideration of issues to happen at a smaller ecosystem scale and regional/local operational scale for businesses, developments and activities.

Option 2 - RMP which sets out spatially preferred locations for all types of marine activity taking into consideration areas of constraint in terms of
suitability, use by other sectors, areas protected for nature conservation and habitat/species sensitivity.
Explanatory text:
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This alternative will consider the impact if a more detailed consideration of spatial elements is incorporated into the RMP, by providing an indication of
preferred locations for activities and/or developments based on areas of constraint and habitat/species sensitivity. This alternative considers the surrounding
marine and coastal environment and protected features, such as protected habitats, species, geodiversity and cultural heritage in the siting and locations of
activities and developments. It would also consider site/area suitability for activities and use of the site/area by others. This alternative does not impede on
existing agreements between sectors and should seek to complement such arrangements where they exist.
Assumptions:
This alternative approach would identify preferred locations for types of developments and use, including opportunities for multiple use/hubs. The use of the
marine and coastal environment would remain subject to current consenting processes and existing regulations, as applicable. Under this alternative, there
would be improved knowledge of the location of areas of constraint and sensitivity and improvement in the identification of areas suitable for enhancement.
Improved knowledge of these factors can improve the assessment of cumulative impacts. It can also improve investor confidence and aid decision-making.
SEA topics
Objective
Assessment Implications
No.
Biodiversity, flora and 1
+
The assessment identifies this alternative as having a positive impact on these SEA topics as it will
fauna
contribute to the appropriate siting of developments and/or activities and can offer greater certainty of
2
+
impacts on designated sites and protected habitats and species, sensitive sites and the potential impacts
3
+
on cultural heritage, marine assets and landscapes/seascapes. Additional positive impacts are identified
Population and
4
+
where improved knowledge can also contribute to the assessment of cumulative impacts of activities
human health
and/or developments within the Region. Regional Marine Planning can deliver these benefits more
Sediments, marine
5
+
effectively for the region than the existing legislative framework alone. Regional marine planning
geology and coastal
6
+
focusses on a much smaller area, working with local stakeholders and so can take account of a smaller
processes
7
+
ecosystem scale, regional needs and issues. A RMP, and the process of developing the Plan, can act as a
8
+
driver, or catalyst for regional action on specific local issues.
Water
9
+
Air
10
+
Climatic factors
11
+
12
+
13
+
Material assets
14
+
Cultural heritage
15
+
16
+
17
+
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Landscape/Seascape
SA topics
Marine economy

Society

18

+

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

+
+
+
+/+/?
0/+
0/+
+
+

The alternative seeks to identify preferred areas for activities and developments (as opposed to a
zonation approach). This alternative improves the sustainable development of the Region and ensures
the sustainable use of the Region’s resources. Identifying spatially preferred locations can be positive for
local communities and society, promoting access to coastal and marine resources for tourism and
recreation and can contribute to a community’s sense of place, including protection of and access to
marine-related heritage. As noted above, the process of developing a RMP can contribute to the delivery
of the aims of the NMP and can act as a driver for resolving particular issues.
This approach can lead to the more efficient use of resources and reduce operational costs to marine
enterprises, guiding them to use more suitable and preferred locations. Improved locational guidance
could reduce conflict between sectors and different types of activities and/or developments. It can
highlight areas important for the operation of sectors, and that should not be utilised for certain other
purposes, or aid in the identification of areas for multiple use or co-location of activities. This can
improve investor confidence and aid decision making, resulting in a positive impact on safeguarding jobs
and contributing to local communities. However, identifying preferred areas for certain activities can lead
to trade-offs between activities and/or developments and protection. This approach can have some
negative impacts, as it may limit or otherwise negatively impact on the growth of some sectors. Limiting
opportunities for the growth of these sectors may negatively impact on job creation or safeguarding
existing jobs, which can adversely impact local communities and wider society.

Summary
Overall, the process of developing a RMP can contribute positively to the delivery of the aims of the NMP and can act as a driver for resolving particular issues
within the region. Regional Marine Planning works at a smaller ecosystem scale, taking into account localised issues and working with local stakeholders. This
alternative identified the potential for overall positive effects, with some uncertainties, in adopting an approach which sets out spatially preferred locations for
all types of marine and coastal activity and developments, and taking into consideration areas of constraint and sensitivity. Generally, this alternative provides
many benefits and positive impacts for the SEA topics (environmental factors), which in turn promote sustainable development, benefit the marine economy
and have a variety of positive effects on society.
The benefits this approach provides include:
 improved data collection and improved knowledge of the natural heritage, and cultural and landscape/seascape features of the Region;
 improved knowledge and therefore assessment of cumulative impacts;
 improved awareness of potential impacts; and
 sustainable development in the Region.
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Within the Region there is existing knowledge around Priority Marine Features, protected areas and species and areas of constraint and habitat/species
sensitivity, which are considered within existing licensing and consent processes (e.g. EIAs). However, this has not been mapped for the entire Region and so
improving knowledge on areas noted above would lead to improved spatial management and further benefits.
With regard to marine economy and society, this approach can limit the scope of some activities and developments; nonetheless, this could be offset by the
benefits this approach provides in promoting sustainable development in appropriate locations and improving investor confidence. Conversely it can take
account of areas suitable to specific use/development and highlight them as preferred for this purpose. It can also take into account priority areas for the
continuing operation of some sectors, highlighting their importance for certain activities and therefore limiting alternative uses and/or development. It could
be difficult to take into account future or emerging industries; however, these could be built into the process at a later stage as appropriate. This alternative
can contribute towards developing Regional Locational Guidance (RLG) and coordinate RLG with other emerging guidance on sectoral locations (e.g. Marine
Scotland Science project to identify areas of opportunity and constraint for aquaculture finfish and shellfish sectors).
Concerns amongst sectoral stakeholders that this approach could limit their activities, future opportunities or even contribute to a decline in some sectors and
therefore lead to knock-on impacts on society must also be taken into account, as this can drive a lack of appetite for a spatial management approach. These
concerns could delay or hinder any potential benefits that may otherwise emerge. The pre-consultation on the draft Plan may be able to inform this
discussion. The application of this alternative could be limited due to the large scale of the Region, and it will not be feasible to implement this alternative
within the existing timescale for the development of the Regional Marine Plan. However, a scaled or prioritised approach could be adopted and built upon
with each iteration of the Plan, if it was determined that this approach was preferred.

Option 3 - RMP which targets action on issues identified and contributes to delivery of the collective vision and aims of regional stakeholders. This is done
through the combined use of policy relating to authorisations and consents, and policy relating to management.
Explanatory text:
This alternative targets action on identified issues and contributes to delivery of the collective vision and aims of regional stakeholders through the
mechanism of policy focussed on both licensing and consents and on management. Whilst certain developments and activities within the CMR require official
consent (e.g. licensing, planning consent), many activities are carried out without formal consent. This alternative utilises policy relating to authorisations and
consents along with management policy relating to general use of the CMR. Policy relating to authorisations and consents combines some legislation currently
in place with additional considerations, both of which support the aims and objectives of the Plan and tackle specific regional issues. The management-related
policy is aimed at all users of the Region and can help to deliver the aims and objectives of the RMP and/or tackle specific regional issues through
management initiatives such as implementation of best practice guidelines. The combination of both of these types of policy aims to better contribute to
achieving the aims and objectives for the region by covering all users, rather than solely through licensing/consenting mechanisms.
Assumptions:
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The approach will inform and guide all users of the CMR marine and coastal environment, tackle issues identified in the Region and is developed with local
stakeholders. It assumes resources to engage directly with non-licensable activities to communicate, support and build capacity to deliver management
initiatives, thereby further supporting the achievement of the vision, aims and objectives of the RMP.
SEA topics
Objective
Assessment Implications
No.
Biodiversity, flora and 1
+
The existing policy framework provides protection and, where appropriate, enhancement of protected
fauna
species and habitats, the water environment, air quality, climate change mitigation and adaptation
2
+
activity, protection of historic and cultural heritage and seascapes/landscapes. The Assessment indicates
3
+
that this alternative would have a further positive impact on these SEA topics by targeting policy around
Population and
4
+
particular regional issues and encouraging all marine users to contribute to delivery of the aims and
human health
objectives. Management measures proposed through this alternative will contribute to protection and,
Sediments, marine
5
+
where appropriate, enhancement of these features. The assessment also indicates a positive impact as a
geology and coastal
6
+
result of the issues driven approach taking place at a local level and working with local stakeholders. This
processes
7
+
alternative for a RMP can contribute to the more effective and targeted delivery of the aims and
8
+
objectives of the NMP.
Water
9
+
Whilst the overall impact is assessed as positive, there is an element of capacity building amongst all
Air
10
+
users of the CMR required in order to ensure implementation of the Plan across all activities. It should
Climatic factors
11
+
also be noted that there would be no formal mechanism to ‘police’ the adoption of the Plan by all users
12
+
and there would be difficulties during the monitoring phase of the Plan in terms of being able to measure
13
+
the implementation of some of the management initiatives directly. Whilst measurement of the overall
Material assets
14
+
objectives of the Plan is possible, it will be difficult to attribute changes directly to management
Cultural heritage
15
+
initiatives.
16
+
17
+
Landscape/Seascape
18
+
SA topics
Marine economy
19
+
The existing legislative framework seeks to support the development of a sustainable marine economy,
and support coastal communities. This alternative approach adds value to the national approach and has
20
+
a further positive effect on the marine economy and society. It drives regional benefits through targeting
21
+
policies to the needs of the region in consultation with local stakeholders and aiding the decision-making
22
+
process through policy relating to licensing and consents. The management policies that this approach
23
+
introduces also contribute to this and fill the gap between regulated activities and development and
Society
24
+
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25
26
27
28

+
+
+
+

informal use and activities within the region. This dual approach contributes to achieving the aims and
objectives on the NMP, and also any aims and objectives of the RMP. As for the topics above, there is an
element of capacity building required amongst all users of the CMR in order to ensure implementation of
the Plan across all initiatives. There would also be no formal mechanism in place to ‘police’ the adoption
of the Plan by all users.

Summary
Overall, the process of developing a RMP, can contribute positively to the delivery of the aims of the NMP and can act as a driver for resolving particular issues
within the region. Regional Marine Planning works at a smaller ecosystem scale, taking into account localised issues and working with local stakeholders.
Regional Marine Planning also has an important role in communicating and engaging with local stakeholders, and is better placed than national mechanisms,
or high-level national policy to embed and increase awareness of marine planning at the local scale.
The assessment shows that this alternative approach will result in positive impacts for all the SA-SEA topics, as the main factors for consideration in this
alternative are the consideration of regional issues and contributing to the delivery of the collective vision and aims of local stakeholders within the framework
of the NMP. Bringing together existing legislation and regulations, and introducing new measures to support decision making for areas where there are
particular issues serves to target action in an effective way, and contributes to delivery of the aims and objectives of the NMP and the RMP. In combination
with management policies, which contribute to tackling issues through informal, unregulated use and activities, the objectives and policies of the Plan address
regional issues, ultimately furthering protection and enhancement of protected features where appropriate and contributing to the sustainable development
of the marine economy.
The RMP is also in a position to communicate with and embed policies amongst a wide range of regional stakeholders and coastal communities, particularly
with regard to the management policies, which will be applicable to many coastal communities and informal users. Having this footing or link at a policy level
can highlight opportunities for action and empower local coastal communities to address issues which the region (and they themselves) is experiencing.
Having both approaches (policy related to licensing and consents and policy relating to management) enables a ‘top down, bottom up’ approach to dealing
with, and resolving over time, issues being faced within the region. Whilst the overall impact is assessed as positive, there is an element of capacity building
amongst all users of the CMR required in order to ensure implementation of the Plan across all activities. It should also be noted that there would be no formal
mechanism to ‘police’ the adoption of the Plan by all users and there would be difficulties during the monitoring phase of the Plan in terms of being able to
measure the implementation of some of the management initiatives directly. Whilst measurement of the overall objectives of the Plan is possible, it will be
difficult to attribute changes directly to management initiatives.
In summary, this approach can improve the efficiency of licence applications and consents processes, aid in decision-making to help address regional issues
and provide guidance and a practical approach for informal users. The approach seeks to add value to the existing framework created by the NMP and is built
around the needs of the region. For these reasons, it is the preferred approach.
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Appendix 5 – Changes to objectives and policies of the draft Clyde Regional Marine Plan as a result of the SA-SEA assessment process
The assessment of polices as part of the SA-SEA process identified changes to some objectives and policies; changes identified are listed in the table below.
Please note final policies are available in the Pre-consultation Clyde Regional Marine Plan, and may have undergone further changes to those noted in
column two below, as a result of further work and discussion on the Plan and its policies.
Initial Objective/Policy
Objective CC2 - Irreversible Damage to significant natural carbon
sinks in the Clyde Marine Region is avoided.
Objective HE1 - Cultural and heritage assets, whether visible,
buried or submerged, are preserved in situ where possible.
Policy HE 1 - …… Preservation in situ will always be the preferred
form of mitigation….
Objective SHIP 2: Promote the use of Clyde Marine Region ports
and harbours to undertake the construction, servicing and
decommissioning of marine structures, in particular for marine
renewables
Policy SHIP 4 - Licence applications to support the maintenance
and improvement of the timber network from Argyll and the
islands of the Clyde Marine Region will be supported.
Policy SHIP 6 – Licence applications for infrastructure upgrade,
such as shoreside power facilities, will be supported where the
infrastructure can clearly demonstrate a long-term contribution to
the reduction in carbon emissions from the Clyde Marine Region.
Objective DEF 1: Support development operations of HMNB Clyde
as the UK Single Submarine Operating Base (SSOB), with due
consideration of other marine users.
Policy ENCA 3: The laying, replacement and maintenance of
communication and power cables and any future oil and gas
pipelines is supported where:
 proposed land fall is in line with the relevant Local
Development Plan(s),

Suggested change and reasoning
Remove ‘Irreversible’. There is potential for carbon sinks to be restored after
sustaining damage; however the benefits they provide as a result of damage may be
lost/more difficult to restore.
Add consideration for enhancement to objective, so that this Plan objective can
more clearly meet the objectives of the SA-SEA and to reflect the NMP
Add consideration for enhancement to objective, so that this Plan objective can
more clearly meet the objectives of the SA-SEA and to reflect the NMP
Replace ‘marine renewables’ with wording promoting consideration of climate
change adaptation and mitigation to allow for wider variety of marine structures,
(i.e. not limited to marine renewables) that can contribute to climate change
mitigation and adaptation.
Change in wording to clarify that expansion of the network is included within
‘improvement’
Change in wording to clarify that this policy only refers to infrastructure upgrades
specifically related to the powering of vessels.

Include wording on consideration of the marine environment to make overt the
need for consideration of this aspect.
Policy contradicts Objective ENCA 1 which seeks to promote reduction in reliance on
fossil fuels. Suggest removing ‘future’, which acknowledges the need to replace and
maintain existing pipelines, while reliance on fossil fuels is reduced.
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Initial Objective/Policy
existing routes and landing points are used where practicable,
consideration has been given to the use of a fisheries observer
during cable laying operations.

Suggested change and reasoning

Appendix 6 - Other relevant plans, programmes and strategies that will influence Plan development
A number of relevant plans, programmes and strategies that will influence the Plan are listed in the table below. A number of these are sectoral based, and
so will have socio-economic objectives which should be considered as well as objectives related to the SEA topics they are organised by.
Plan, programme or
strategy
Biodiversity
Scotland’s marine nature
conservation Strategy
Scottish Biodiversity
Strategy
2020 Challenge for
Scotland’s Biodiversity
The Great Britain Invasive
and Non-Native Strategy
(2015)
Managing Invasive Species
in Scotland’s Water
Environment: A
Supplementary Plan to the
River Basin Management
Plans.
Local Biodiversity Action
Plans (LBAPs)
Climatic Factors
Climate Change Adaptation
Framework Sector Action
Plans (Scottish Government,
2011)
The Scottish Government's

Key objectives

Sets out the aims and objectives of the Scottish Government for protecting, and, where appropriate, enhancing our valuable marine biodiversity.
This was published in 2004 and sets out how the Scottish Government will conserve biodiversity for the health, enjoyment and wellbeing of the people of Scotland
now and in the future. The strategy set out a vision for 2030 as well objectives which are still valid; however, the way in which the strategy will be taken forward
has changed. The Strategy is now complemented with the 2020 Challenge below.
The 2020 Challenge document focuses on the Scottish Government’s desired outcomes for 2020 and is Scotland’s response to the European Biodiversity Strategy
for 2020 and the UN ‘Aichi’ targets. It shows how the Scottish Government, its public agencies, Scottish businesses and others can contribute to the Strategy’s
aims as well as supporting sustainable development In Scotland.
An updated version of the 2008 strategy, which provides updated aims and objectives and highlights required action until 2020.

Developed by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency to support the work of the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003for water bodies
which aims to improve the ecological quality of water bodies. This Plan provides guidance on a co-ordinated approach for organisations with a role in risk
assessment, monitoring, classification, data collection and prevention and control mechanisms. This Plan also helps reduce the risk posed by non-native species on
the ecological quality of water bodies.

LBAPS and their Partnerships operate at a local level to conserve and enhance biodiversity and deliver action for national priorities identified in the UK Biodiversity
Action Plan (UKBAP), as well as for species and habitats which are particularly cherished or valued in local areas of Scotland.
Series of sectoral plans focusing on required activities to adapt to climate change. The Marine and Fisheries Sector Action Plan is of particular relevance, although
the SEA should also take into account wider Action Plans.

The Climate Change Plan, along with the Scottish Government’s Energy Strategy, provides the strategic framework for the transition to a low carbon Scotland. It
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Plan, programme or
strategy
Climate Change Plan, Third
Report on Proposals and
Policies 2018-2032 (RPP3)
Cultural Heritage

Key objectives
includes proposals and policies to reduce emissions from electricity generation, housing, transport, services, industry, forestry, peatlands, waste and agriculture.
This Plan sets out how Scottish Government will continue to drive down emissions over the specified period, 2018 to 2032.

Marine Heritage Strategy
2012-2015

Historic Scotland published a Strategy for the protection, management and promotion of marine heritage setting out priorities for protecting, managing and
promoting Scotland’s outstanding marine heritage under the new marine legislation, in accordance with the following strategic aims:
 helping to advance knowledge about marine heritage and make information widely available;
 improving stewardship of key marine heritage sites; and
 developing wider understanding and enjoyment of marine heritage.

Our Place in Time - Historic
Environment Strategy for
Scotland (2014)

This is Scotland’s first strategy for the Historic environment. It sets out a vision for how Scotland’s heritage can be valued, cared for and enjoyed. The strategy sets
our four strategic priorities:

cross-cutting strategic priorities – ensuring that the cultural, social, environmental and economic value of our heritage continues to contribute to
Scotland’s well-being

understand – investigating and recording our historic environment to continually develop our knowledge, understanding and interpretation of the past,
and how best to conserve, sustain and protect it

protect – caring for and protecting the historic environment in order to both enjoy and benefit from it, and to conserve and enhance it for future
generations

value – sharing and celebrating the richness and significance of our historic environment
Article 303 stipulates that 'states have the duty to protect objects of an archaeological and historical nature found at sea and shall co-operate for this purpose' and
provides for coastal states to exert a degree of control over the archaeological heritage up to 24 nautical miles from the coast.

UNCLOS 1982 was ratified
by the UK in 1997
UNESCO Convention on
Protection of Underwater
Cultural Heritage (2001)
International Council on
Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS) Charter on the
Protection and
Management of
Underwater Cultural
Heritage
European Convention on
the Protection of the
Archaeological Heritage
(revised) Valletta

This Convention aims to ensure and strengthen the protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage (UCH) over 100 years old, promoting in situ protection and
preventing commercial exploitation. Responsible non-intrusive access to observe or document in situ UCH is encouraged to create public awareness, appreciation
and protection of the heritage.
The Charter is intended to encourage the protection and management of Underwater Cultural Heritage (UCH) in inland and inshore waters, shallow seas and in the
deep oceans. It includes submerged sites and structures, wreck sites and wreckage and their archaeological and natural context. It acts as a supplement to the
ICOMOS Charter for the Protection and Management of Archaeological Heritage.

The Convention includes provisions for the identification and protection of archaeological heritage, its conservation, control of excavations and the prevention of
illicit circulation of archaeological objects.
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Plan, programme or
strategy
Joint Nautical Archaeology
Policy Committee (JNAPC)
Code of Practice for Seabed
Developers (JNAPC 2007)
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010

Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Areas Act
1979
Scottish Historic
Environment Policy (SHEP)
(Updated 2009)

Key objectives
The JNAPC Code is voluntary but provides a framework that seabed developers can use in conducting their activities in an archaeologically sensitive manner. A
guidance note on protocols to deal with the marine historic environment developed specifically for the offshore renewable energy sector has also been prepared.

This legislation aims to protect and enhance the marine environment. It introduces:

a marine planning system, and

marine licensing for a wide range of developments and licensable activities in the marine environment.
The legislation also makes it possible to create Historic Marine Protected Areas. These can be used to protect marine historic assets of national importance.
Provides for the protection of archaeological heritage, including the scheduling of 'monuments'. The Act, which is administered by Historic Scotland, primarily
deals with terrestrial locations but there is provision to designate submarine sites.
Provides the overarching framework for historic environment policy in Scotland, consolidating and replacing the previously separate SHEPs. The Policy aims to
promote effective conservation and to enhance enjoyment and understanding of the historic environment, linking it with the Scottish Government’s central
purpose. The Policy also recognises the importance of the historic environment as an economic resource and states a Ministerial commitment to connecting the
population with their cultural legacy.
This guidance note sets out how Historic Environment Scotland will work with the Scottish Government to apply powers under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 to
select, designate, and manage Historic Marine Protected Areas (HMPAs), a new designation to help celebrate and protect evidence of the outstanding marine
cultural heritage that survives in the coasts and seas around Scotland.

Marine Protected Areas in
the Seas around Scotland
Guidelines on the selection,
designation and
management of Historic
Marine Protected Areas
The Planning (Listed
An Act to consolidate certain enactments relating to special controls in respect of buildings and areas of special architectural or historic interest. This includes
Buildings and Conservation
buildings such as lighthouses, but can only be applied to those parts of the structure or building above the Mean Low Water mark.
Areas) (Scotland) Act (1997)
Historic Environment
The policy statement provides direction for Historic Environment Scotland and provides a framework that informs the day-to-day work of organisations involved in
Scotland Policy Statement
the management of the historic environment. The document has relevance to statutory planning Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) and Strategic
(2016)
Environmental Assessments (SEAs).
Landscapes, seascapes, marine geology and coastal processes
SNH Landscape Character
Assessments
Council of Europe,
European Landscape
Convention (2000) (The
Florence Convention)
Scotland’s Landscape
Charter

Scottish Natural Heritage Landscape Character Assessments (LCAs) map and describe the landscapes/seascapes of the whole of Scotland, highlighting the variety
in our landscapes. The LCAs also provide baseline information that can be used to guide landscape change, such as through the development planning process,
proposed developments or land management plans.
The European Landscape Convention is part of the Council of Europe’s work on natural and cultural heritage, spatial planning and the environment. It applies to
natural, urban and sub-urban areas whether on land, water or sea. The Convention establishes the general legal principles which should serve as a basis for
adopting national landscape policies and promoting interaction between local, regional and national authorities as well as establishing international co-operation
in such matters.
Produced by the Scottish Landscape Forum and SNH, the Charter sets an agenda for landscape planning and management. The Charter:

reflects the key principles of the European Landscape Convention;
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Plan, programme or
strategy

Scotland’s Coastal Change
Assessment
Population and Health
Community Empowerment
(Scotland) Act 2015

The Scottish Marine
Tourism Strategy Action
Plan (2015)

Key objectives

emphasises the need to maintain distinctiveness and sense of place within Scotland;

calls on public bodies to recognise the importance of landscape in decision making;

encourage the involvement of communities in managing landscape change;

recognise the need for landscape expertise within planning; and

raise awareness of the role of local and national designations in safeguarding landscapes.
The Coastal Change Assessment aims to create an evidence base to support more sustainable coastal and terrestrial planning decisions, in light of climate change.
It aims to inform existing strategic planning and to identify areas which may remain susceptible in the coming decades and require supplementary support.

The Community Empowerment Act aims to empower community bodies through the ownership of land and buildings and by strengthening their voices in
decision-making. The Act does a number of things including: extending the community right to buy, making it simpler for communities to take over public sector
land and buildings, and strengthening the statutory base for community planning. The Act can help empower community bodies through the ownership of land
and buildings and strengthen their voices in the decisions and services that matter to them.
This is a strategic framework to promote the sustainable growth of Scotland’s marine tourism sector and seeks to develop and grow marine tourism in line with
the targets set out in the National Tourism Strategy (Tourism Scotland 2020).

Water
Scotland River Basin
The second River Basin Management Plan has been informed through lessons learned from delivering the first cycle objectives and will target improvements
Management Plan (2016where the greatest environmental benefit will be achieved.
2021)
The Water Environment
This legislation designates protected areas for shellfish production to ensure a good quality product which is safe for human consumption.
(Shellfish Water Protected
Areas: Designation)
(Scotland) Order 2016
Marine and coastal environment
Ballast Water Management
Following the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the International Maritime Organisation initiated
Convention (2004)
negotiations to consider the possibilities of developing an internationally binding instrument to address the transfer of harmful aquatic organisms and pathogens
in ships’ ballast water. From 1999 onwards, the Ballast Water Working Group, established by the Marine Environment Protection Committee in 1994, focused on
the preparation of a free-standing Convention on the control and management of ships’ ballast water and sediments. This convention entered into force in
September 2017.
West Coast Regional
This plan defines the current aims and objectives of the WCRIFG. It is a live document and is updated as objectives are achieved and new objectives are set.
Inshore Fisheries Group
(WCRIFG) Management
Plan (2017)
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Plan, programme or
strategy
Locational Guidelines:
Marine Fish Farms in
Scottish Waters (updated
March 2018)
Aquaculture Growth to
2030 – a Strategic Plan for
farming Scotland’s seas
(2016)

Key objectives
These guidelines identify Category 1, 2 and 3 areas, designated on the basis of Marine Scotland Science’s (MSS) predictive models to estimate environmental
sensitivity of sea lochs.

This provides a strategic plan for farming Scotland’s seas. It notes the priorities for the sector, including:

industry leadership and ambition;

enabling and proportionate regulation;

accelerating innovation;

skills development;

finance; and

infrastructure.
Material assets – Energy Infrastructure
Scottish Energy Strategy:
The Future of energy in
Scotland (2017)
Sectoral plans for offshore
wind, wave and tidal
Material Assets – Transport
Scottish Maritime Strategy
(in draft)
Scottish Ferry Services:
Ferry Plan (2013 - 2022)

Material Assets – Waste
A Marine Litter Strategy for
Scotland (2014)

The strategy sets out the Scottish Government’s vision for the future energy system in Scotland. The strategy aims to strengthen the development of local energy,
protect and empower consumers and support Scotland’s climate change ambitions while tackling poor energy provision.
The Scottish Government is developing plans for offshore wind, wave and tidal energy in Scottish waters. These plans will explore how offshore wind, wave and
tidal energy can contribute to meeting Scotland’s target of generating the equivalent of 100% of electricity demand from renewable sources and also seek to
maximise the contribution of these technologies to achieving a low carbon economy.
This document will set out how the Scottish Government aims to support a competitive, attractive and stable environment for domestic and international
shipping businesses to invest and base themselves in Scotland.
Following a Review of Ferry Services and Draft Ferry Plan, the Scottish Ferry Services: Ferry Plan (2013-2022) was published in 2012. This sets out strategic
guidance for the future of ferry services in Scotland until 2022. The Ferry Plan makes recommendations regarding:

where investment should be focused to make improved connections for island and remote rural communities;

improving reliability and journey times;

seeking to maximise the opportunities for employment, business, leisure and tourism; and

promoting social inclusion.
This aims to develop current and future measures to reduce litter entering the marine and coastal environment. There are 5 strategic directions in the Strategy
including:
1. Improve public and business attitudes and behaviours around marine and coastal litter, in co-ordination with the national litter strategy.
2. Reduce marine and coastal based sources of litter, in coordination with land sourced litter being reduced by the national litter strategy.
3. Contribute to a low carbon economy by treating ‘waste as a resource’ and seizing the economic and environmental opportunities associated with the
Zero Waste Plan.
4. Improve monitoring at a Scottish scale and develop measures for strategy evaluation.
5. Maintain and strengthen stakeholder co-ordination at the UK, EU and international scales.
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There are also a number of Local and Strategic Development Plans and associated socio-economic strategies or plans to be considered in the SA-SEA. The
CMPP will keep up to date on the development of these, considering any relevant matters for the Regional Marine Plan Process. The Planning Authorities
include:
 North Ayrshire Council – Progress on Local Development Plan 2 (LDP2) is currently underway and it is intended to be adopted in 2019. Information
on the development of LDP2 is available at: https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-standards/ldp/ldp2.aspx.
 South Ayrshire Council – The consultation on the Main Issues Report for Local Development Plan 2 was completed in 2018 and the proposed plan is
currently being developed. Information on the development of LDP2 is available at: https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/planning/localdevelopment-plans/second-local-development-plan.aspx.
 Argyll and Bute Council – Local Development Plan 2 will be available for consultation in June 2019. The updated Development Plan Scheme is
available here: https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/sites/default/files/dps_approved_2019_online.pdf.
 Clydeplan (Strategic Development Plan) – the Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Strategic Development Plan was published in September 2017 and can
be viewed at: https://www.clydeplan-sdpa.gov.uk. This plan covers the eight Glasgow City Region local planning authorities including: West
Dunbartonshire, Glasgow City Council, Renfrewshire, Inverclyde and South Lanarkshire. It sets out a long-term vision for the future development of
the city region and provides a framework for Local Development Plans.
 Inverclyde Council – The council is currently in the process of developing the new Local Development Plan and the adoption of this is expected to
take place in August 2019. More information in this process is available here: https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/planning-and-theenvironment/planning-policy/development-planning/new-ldp.
 Renfrewshire Council – The Council is aiming for the new Local Development plan to be adopted in June 2019, the proposed plan will be considered
by the Communities, Housing and Planning Board in March 2019. More information is available here:
http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/article/3070/Preparation-of-the-next-Local-Development-Plan
 Glasgow City Council – The council is currently developing Glasgow City Plan 2. Consultation on the main Issues Report is expected to take place in
summer 2019. More information is available here: https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=15247&p=0
 South Lanarkshire Council – The Main Issues report for LDP2 underwent consultation in spring 2017. The plan is due to be adopted by June 2019.
Information on Local Development Plan 2 is available here:
https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/info/200145/planning_and_building_standards/39/development_plans/2
 Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park (LLTNP) – The new Local Development Plan was formally adopted in 2017 and will run until 2021.
View the LDP here: https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/planning/planning-guidance/local-development-plan/. The National Park Partnership
plan 2018-2023 provides the overarching vision to guide partnership working with those who have a role in looking after the park to ensure a
successful and sustainable future for LLTNP.
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