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Clyde Marine Region Topic Sheet Series

Background
The Clyde Marine Planning Partnership (CMPP) has developed 
this set of Topic Sheets to help communicate the work of 
the Partnership and the findings of the Clyde Marine Region 
Assessment. The Assessment is used to inform and prioritise 
the development of policies for the Clyde Marine Plan. If you 
would like to be kept up-to-date about the development of the 
marine plan, and for information  about how you can take part, 
please visit our website and sign up to receive our e-newsletter 
www.clydemarineplan.scot. This Topic Sheet explains what we 
mean by a ‘Regional Marine Plan’ for the Clyde. 

What is marine planning?
Humans make great use of the Clyde coastal and marine 
environment for food (e.g. fishing and aquaculture), transport 
(e.g. shipping, ports, harbours and ferries), and health and 
wellbeing (e.g. sport, recreation and tourism). These uses look 
set to increase over the coming years. All uses place some 
strain on the marine environment which needs to be carefully 
managed. New activities, such as renewable energy projects, 
also need to be managed alongside existing uses. The process 
of doing this is called ‘marine planning’ or, where there is an 
element of zoning or other types of spatial management, it is 
called ‘marine spatial planning’.

What is the Clyde Marine Region?
The Marine (Scotland) Act allowed for the creation of 11 
Scottish Marine Regions and associated marine planning 
partnerships. Clyde and Shetland Isles are the first regions 
to set up partnerships to protect and enhance the marine 
environment and deliver sustainable development via a 

Marine Planning  
on the Clyde

Regional Marine Plan. The Clyde Marine Planning Partnership 
is made up of more than 20 organisations including Local 
Authorities and other public bodies, business or sectoral 
organisations, and community and environmental organisations.

How does marine planning work?
Marine planning

• Takes a coordinated approach to managing human activities 
in the marine environment to achieve environmental, 
economic and social objectives.

• Creates a framework for consistent, transparent, 
sustainable and evidence-based decision-making.

• Considers land-sea interactions.
• Follows the Ecosystem Approach – treating the system as 

a whole, avoiding looking at sectors, issues or topics in 
isolation, and making decisions involving the right people 
and evidence at the appropriate level.

A marine plan considers opportunities for sustainable 
development and aims to enhance, protect and improve the 
environment. The plan will also consider climate change issues 
in terms of how to reduce carbon emissions and how to adapt 
to cope with future challenges. The plan, once adopted by 
Scottish Ministers, will inform licensing and planning decisions. 
It can also guide people and organisations who manage or use 
our sea and coast.
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Stages in the marine planning process
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What will happen?
The Regional Marine Plan will follow a planning cycle much 
like the process followed for land based plans. The process 
will identify the issues, develop policy options, draft a plan, 
consult, adopt the plan then implement, review and monitor.  

How can I get involved?
A Statement of Public Participation will outline strategic 
points in the preparation of the Plan and where consultations 
will be opened, but the CMPP is very keen for people to get 
involved throughout the process. Whether your interest is 
focused on marine animals or litter, tourism, fishing, angling, 
sailing, ferry routes or beautiful sea views, please sign up to 
receive our newsletter so you can stay up-to-date on all the 
latest publications and events. See www.clydemarineplan.scot

Where can I find out more?
Clyde Marine Planning Partnership  
www.clydemarineplan.scot   

Marine Scotland  
www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/seamanagement/regional 

Marine (Scotland) Act  
www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/seamanagement/marineact

The Ecosystem Approach  
www.jncc.defra.gov.uk 

Keep up to date with the latest news from the Clyde Marine Planning Partnership by signing up for our newsletter at  
www.clydemarineplan.scot and following us on twitter @clydemarineplan. This topic sheet was published February 2018.  
If you would like to comment on this topic sheet or anything else please email info@clydemarineplan.scot or call 0131 314 6782. 

Clyde Marine Planning Partnership, Caspian House, 2 Mariner Ct, 8 South Ave, Clydebank Business Park, Clydebank G81 2NR
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