
 

Section 1: General Policies 

The policies within this Plan are designed to guide all marine and coastal users in terms of proposed 
and existing development(s) and activities. Users of this Plan must also comply with the National 
Marine Plan and other relevant legislation. 

The general policies within this section of the Plan provide a framework for the sustainable 
development and use of the marine and coastal environment. The policies within this section can be 
considered cross-cutting, as they are all potentially relevant to any proposal for development or 
activity by any sector or user of the marine and coastal environment and should be adhered to in 
advance of the relevant sectoral policy. The chapters are laid out in the same order as they appear in 
the National Marine Plan. 

Each chapter follows the same format, this includes:  

 A context which sets out a summary of the main information relevant to the policy area. 
More information on each of the areas can be found within the Clyde Marine Region 
Assessment. 

 Objectives and policies; objectives provide a measurable strategic aim or goal for each 
policy area and policies which will deliver the objectives are set out underneath.  

 Maps are included at the end of the chapter. For the latest available spatial data, see 
National Marine Plan interactive  (NMPi). It is recommended that NMPi is used in 
conjunction with this Clyde Regional Marine Plan. 

 Links to further information on the policy area.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.clydemarineplan.scot/marine-planning/clyde-regional-marine-plan/
http://www.clydemarineplan.scot/marine-planning/clyde-regional-marine-plan/
https://marinescotland.atkinsgeospatial.com/nmpi/
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Chapter 3: Landscape/Seascape 

Clyde Marine Region Context 

Whilst the term ‘landscape’ may be well 
understood, the term ‘seascape’ is less known 
and refers to an ‘area as perceived by people, 
from land, sea, or air, where the sea is a key 
element of the physical environment’1. It is 
important to protect or enhance the 
landscape/seascape qualities of an area, as 
they provide part of our spectacular scenery 
and contribute significantly to a sense of 
place, supporting wellbeing and quality of life. 
Marine and coastal zone developments and 
activities have the potential to positively or 
negatively impact the landscape and seascape. 
The impacts are specific to a particular development or activity, its location and setting. For the 
purposes of this Clyde Regional Marine Plan, references to seascape should be taken as meaning 
landscapes with views of the coast or sea, and the adjacent marine environment with cultural, 
historical and archaeological links with each other2. 

The Clyde Marine Region is unique in the Scottish coast in terms of the amount and expanse of sea 
broadly contained by the mainland, which curves from Ayrshire round to the Mull of Kintyre. The 
variety of seascapes can be seen when travelling northwards through the Region from open sea, 
through sounds to straits and lochs that make up the inner channels. The quality of the Clyde Marine 
Region’s landscape has been recognised nationally by the designation of National Scenic Areas 
(NSAs) and a National Park. They are focussed in the northern and central parts of the Region and 
include North Arran NSA and Kyles of Bute NSA and Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park 
(LLTNP) - one of 2 National Parks in Scotland. Wild Land Areas (WLAs), North Arran and Waterhead 
Moor-Muirshiel, are also recognised as nationally important landscapes. Locally important 
landscapes are recognised by the designation of Local Landscape Areas (LLAs) or equivalent local 
landscape designations as defined in the relevant Local Development Plan. Clyde Muirshiel Regional 
Park includes areas of coastline and coastal views; it is Scotland’s largest Regional Park. All these 
nationally and locally important landscapes benefit from the seascape setting of the Clyde Marine 
Region as highlighted in their special qualities or citations (See Map SCAPE 1 and Map SCAPE 2).  

The Seascape/Landscape Assessment of the Firth of Clyde was prepared for the Firth of Clyde Forum 
in 2012 to identify key coastal characteristics and their sensitivities to development or change. It also 
identifies different types of coastline (see Map SCAPE 3). This assessment forms the baseline for 
sensitivity/capacity for Seascape Landscape Visual Impact Assessment of specific coastal zone and 
marine development proposals (including for example aquaculture and marine renewables). The 
Coastal Character Assessment Guidance developed by Scottish Natural Heritage presents a 
methodology for Coastal Character Assessment that complements terrestrial Landscape Character 
Assessment. This should be followed where further assessment is required. 

For further details on this issue, see Chapter 3.6 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment. 
 

 

                                                           

1 European Landscape Convention 
2 UK Marine Policy Statement 

 
Lochgoilhead on the Cowal peninsula. 

http://www.clydemarineplan.scot/marine-planning/clyde-regional-marine-plan/
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Objective 

 

 

Objective 
SCAPE 1 

 

 

Nationally and locally important landscape/seascape character of the 
Clyde Marine Region is protected, and where appropriate enhanced, at 
both a wider and a local level to contribute to the quality of life and 
wellbeing of local communities and visitors.                                                                                             
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence and Town and country planning 
determination processes as applicable. Use of the Seascape/Landscape 
assessment of the Firth of Clyde and other Landscape Assessments as 
relevant.  

Policy – Authorisations and consents 

 Policy SCAPE 1 The siting and design of any proposed development(s) and/or activities 
should demonstrate:  

 how the proposal takes into account visual impact and existing 
character, experience and quality of landscape and seascape. This 
includes developed, altered and cultural landscapes as well as 
natural areas, and  

 a high standard of design, in terms of siting, scale, colour, 
materials and form to ensure the development or coastal use 
change will be accommodated within particular landscape and 
seascape types. 

Reference should be made to the Seascape/Landscape Assessment of the 
Firth of Clyde (see Map SCAPE 3) and the relevant planning authority 
Landscape Assessments.  

Policy SCAPE 2 Development(s) and/or activities that affect National Scenic Areas, 
National Parks, Wild Land Areas or Local Landscape Areas (see Map 
SCAPE 1 and Map SCAPE 2) will only be supported where: 

 it will not adversely affect the integrity of the area or its special 
qualities for which it has been designated, including nationally or 
locally important landscapes/seascapes, or 

 any such adverse effects are clearly outweighed by social, 
environmental or economic benefits of national importance (or 
local importance for Local Landscape Areas). 

Development(s) and use(s) that affect National Scenic Area or a National 
Park should take account of the Special Qualities of the relevant 
designation; a Design Statement may be required to support a 
development/use that affects a Natural Scenic Area or National Park. 
Applicants are required to demonstrate that potential effects on a Wild 
Land Area, including cumulative effects, have been taken into 
consideration or mitigated when applying for planning consent, works 
licences and marine licences. A Wild Land Assessment may be required if 
the proposal has the potential to significantly affect the qualities of a Wild 
Land Area. 
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Map SCAPE 1 – Nationally and locally important landscapes/seascapes in the Clyde Marine 
Region. 

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/seamanagement/nmpihome
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Map SCAPE 2 – Local Landscape Areas in the Clyde Marine Region. 

 

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/seamanagement/nmpihome


Clyde Reg iona l  Mar ine P lan Pre-consu ltat ion Dr aft  

Map SCAPE 3 –Landscape/Seascape Assessment for the Clyde Marine Region. 

 

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.  

 

Further information 

Clyde Marine Planning Partnership: ‘Seascape/Landscape Assessment of the Firth of Clyde’, carried 
out on behalf of the Firth of Clyde Forum, March 2013. 

Scottish Government: Scottish Planning Policy, published in 2014. 

Scottish Natural Heritage: Landscape policy and guidance, including wild land. 

Scottish Natural Heritage Commissioned Report 376: The Special Landscape Qualities of the Loch 
Lomond and The Trossachs National Park (2010). 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/seamanagement/nmpihome
http://www.clydemarineplan.scot/marine-planning/marine-planning-projects/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/scottish-planning-policy/
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape-change/landscape-policy-and-guidance
https://www.nature.scot/snh-commissioned-report-376-special-landscape-qualities-loch-lomond-and-trossachs-national-park
https://www.nature.scot/snh-commissioned-report-376-special-landscape-qualities-loch-lomond-and-trossachs-national-park

